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RALPH ALLEN, Eſq; 


SIR, TEM - 

HE following book is fincerely de- 
ſigned to promote the cauſe of vir- 
tue, and to expoſe ſome of the moſt gla- 
ring evils, as well public as private, which 
at preſent infeſt the country ; though there 
is ſcarce, as I remember, a ſingle ſtroke of 


ſatire aimed at any one perſon throughout 
the whole. £ ene, 


The beſt man is the 1 penn of 
ſuch an attempt. This, I believe, will be 
readily granted; nor WU the public voice, 
I think, be more divided, to whom they 
will give that appellation. Should a letter 
indeed be thus inſcribed, DErux Orr 1MO, 
there are few perſons who would think i it 
wanted any other direction. 


1 will not trouble you with a preface 
concerning the work; nor endeavour to 
AS obviate 


” Fa 


by - DEDICATION. 


 _ Dbviate any criticiſms which 0 4 
on it. The good-natured reader, if his 
| heart ſhall be here affected, will be in- 
clined to pardon many faults for the pleaſure 
he will receive from a tender ſenſation ; and - 
for the readers of a different ſtamp, the more 
faults they can diſcover, the more, I am con- 


vines, they will be pleaſed. > 1472 


_ 


— 


: Nor will I aſſume the fulſome dye of © 
common dedicators. 1 have not their 
uſual deſign in this epiſtle; nor will 1 
borrow their language. Long, very - long 
may it be before a moſt dreadfol cir. 
cumſtance ſhall make it poſſible - for. any 
pen to draw a juſt and true character of 
yourſelf, without i incurring a ſuſpicion of 
flattery in the boſoms of the malignant. | 
This taſk, therefore, I fhall defer till 
chat day (if 1 ſhould be ſo unfortunate 23 
ever to ſee it) when every good man 
ſhall pay a tear for the ſatisfaction of 
his curioſity; ; a day which at preſent, I 
believe, there is but one ſgood man in 
| Se Rs Gn. 23 ine 
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DEDICATION. y® 
Accept then, Sir, this ſmall token of 
that love, that gratitude, and that reſpect 
with which I ſhall always eſteem it my 
EREATEST HONOUR to be, 


SIR, 
' Your moſt obliged, 
and moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 
| 

Bow-Street, Te; :elding 

2 oY Henry Fielding. 
N 
| . A 3 „ CO N- 
I 


10 


3 : ; 8 OM. wa. 3 
Cuar. I. HE N 3 . 901 
ena: I. Tie Obfaraatio 
excelleney of the E 5772 wo Noo ud | 
examinations beſore a Faſtice of peace. N 


3 III. Containing the inſde of a priſen. 
Gwe Iv. Dean further ſecrets * the 


Cyar. V. Containing certain adventures b 0 
Mr. Booth in the priſon. WWE: 

Cuar, VI. Containing the e lee of 
' Miſs Matthews on ber meeting «with Booth, and 
ſome endeavours to prove, by reaſon and authority, 
that it is Nn to oy awhat 


- 


he really 23 
Cnar. VII. In aubicb m__ et hgh # ov 1 | 
i. 
HAP. vu. The 1 of 2 


| Coar. IX. Is which Miſe. 
latian. 


7 


: 


+ 


4 „„. . - 6 a *- — _ - — 
— x ů ů — — ˙ ated TT EE CC TERS R 
* = 7 q . 
* 4 . 1 


"CONTENTS 
Cu. X. Table-talk, conſiſting of a facetious diſcourſe 
. | 46 


_ Cray. III. 12 


that paſſed in the  prijen. 
* 
"os a " | ? 77 . * # * 5 : * % 


Cnar. I. In which neal Booth n, to a jo 
biftory. 
Cnar. II. Mr Booth 3 his 1 In this hs 
ter there are ſome paſſages that may ſerve as a kind 
4 touchſtone, by which a_young lady may examine the 
cart of ber lover. I would Auch, therefore, that 


every lover be obliged to read it over in the preſence 


of bis miſtreſs, and that ſhe carefully wat ch his emo- 


tions while be is reading. 56 - 
Caae. III. The . . M ore of the touch - 
flone. 61 


Cn. IV. The 5 if Mr Booth n In this 


chapter the reader will perceive' a” or of the cha- 
1 | ſome 7 


very fence, kind. 
| — \ Pong Jays revolutions of bee 


KN 69 
Cuar, vi. Containing many Jurprifng 3 
I 24 72 


Suat. vn. Ten of.. Both continued. More for, 


prifing adventures. © 78 
Cl. III. In ubich our readers il probably be dis 
'* vided in their opinion of Mr Booth's condu@.. _ 83 


. Char, IX. Containing a ſcene ” a RY tind 77 | 
5 i | 8 


a *. the nog: IN 
n 7 1 1 


=” * 0 0 x uw. = A. 


. * A * a 1 * 


Cn ig 15 antes Mr Booth "a oy his Bo. 
ies 8 1 uy oh # en forward 6 on 1 54 
8 * 10a 102 


Car. II. Containing. a ſcene, e the tendet kind. 


| end. | 


# = 
* 6, 
„ 7 


EONTENT Ss. 1 


Cuar. IV. A ſea-picce. = page og 
Cnar. V. The arrival of | Booth at; Gibraltar, with 

what there befel bim. — bo - 
0 Hay. VI. C ontaining matters which will Pleaſe ſome 


readers. * 114 


Cnar. VII. The Captain, continuing bis 1 recounts 
' ſome particulars which, we doubt not, to many goud 


People will appear unnatural. 11 

Cuar. VIII. The fory of Booth continued. 123 

| Cuar. IX. einen very. CER, e 
13 


unt. X. Containing a letter of a very curious lind. 


1 
Char. XI. In which Mr Booth relate: bis return 35 
England. „ 


Cuar.. XII. 1s which Ms: Booth concludes bis "7 


* 
— - 2 4 = . = * k * 
= * 
* 
* & . # #3 1 : A 


5 BOOK . 


Go 1. Containing very . matters. 1 53 
Cn: Ar. II. The latter part of which aue expe? wy pleaſe 


aur reader better than the former. 156 
Cuar. III. Containing wiſe obſervations of the author, 
and other. matter. „ 
Crap. IV. In which Amelia appears in no . 
GL | WS 
C NAT. V. 8 an 22 en innocence, and 
other graus matters. _ La v4 2 2008 
_ Cuay. VI. Ia which may appear that violence is Some» 
times dong to the name of lagẽkk. © » 18a 
Ca r. VII. Containing a vor e N and | plea- 
' fant incident. N 188 
Chap. VIII. Containing e matters. 2 192 


Cnar. IX. In e mn . te - 
be Oratorio,” 


- * 
ü s 2 2 * | 
: > 
3 5 ö 


- 
— — 


— KK —BV K ——— 


— 
* 
— 


| : 72 N 8 2 
4 mn . . o . „ ; 
* PRE: o , = 0 . 


— AP. L . Panegyrict on beauty b with other grave mat- 3 


_ TT. TT ee et da. As _ — 
” « 
: 


r . OD TT ů ——ü—ää nd —— 
* N 


— 


. T 1 ” * * —EL = 
& . & * * 1 


a | bo 4 
2 * 3 
0 1 * . 1 * 
5 ans 3 . . * „ 
« 1% $ 1 _ 4 % "y * 4 ot 
M 
— 
6 * 
| 9 a 


car. ＋ which the reader vll meet with on . | 
'  quaintance. - Page 201 
Cunar. II. In mids Booth 1. 4 f to the nobe 
Lord. 204 
Cnar. III. Relating principally to the offi of Ser- 
Jeant Alkinſon. 208 
C NAP. IV. Containing matters that require no pre- 
7 Ace. F K 232 
Car. V. Containing much heroic matte. 218 
Cnar. VI. Ia which the reader will find matter wor- 
- thy bis conſideration. 222 
. Cnar. VII. Containing various matters. - 227 


Cnar. VIII. 25 be heroic behaviour of Colonel Bath. 


| 233 
cuir. IX. Being the ich 7 of the ff book. 


> 238 


"I - . 


roy 
— 


BOOK VI. 


: 
* 


4A fern. 55 242 
Cnar. II. Which will not appear, we + preſume, un- 


natural te all married readers. ee - / 


Cnar. III. In liel the Nen looks a little | TRE | 


avards. | 255 
one ar. IV. Containing a very extraordinary incident ; 


Car. v. Containing Hb matters not very 3 
8 262 


| Cnar. VI. A ſrenc, in which ſome ladies will gef 5 


think Amelia: conduct exceptionable. 265 


Cnar. VII. 4 _ in Wen there Fl arch lent 
*. 7% el dah 


* * 


N "te 


« c.. 


. 
4 _— 


1 2 * — —_— ww . 2 
% 


— 


CONTENTS. xi 


Cuar. vin. Containing ſome unaccountabl behaviour 
in Mrs _— p. 276 
Cnar. IX. Containing a very Arange incident. 279 


2 o O VII. 


Car. I. A very Port chapter, 6 3 requi- 
ring no preface. 285 
Cnar. II. The beginning of Mrs Bennet's hiftory. 287 
CHare. III. Continuation of Mrs Bennet's flory. 294 
Cray. IV. Farther Continuation. 300 
Cnar. V. The flory of Mrs Bennet continued. © 305 
Cuar. VI. Further continuation. | 313 
Cnar. VII. The ftory further continued. 320 
Cray, VIII. Farther continuation. 323 
Cray. IX. The concluſſou of Mrs Bennet's biftory. 328 
CHar. X. Being the laſt chapter of the ſeventh book. 332 


1:1 
AMELIA. 


a 


. 
= 5 0 
A = 7 s ad 8 , 
-- . iy 8 : 4 ʒ:E ͤ‚c 8 9 * 
— 
y { 0 * " — $; 
, s - ** . i » » 1 * . | | 
* ? * * | 
bs 1 * * [4 % * o * 2 = 
* * * " a . 
N o * * 
4 
„ F 4 * p { * A 1 
* % . S o : ———— —ͤ—ͤ — f 
* * 0 * 
4 1 * 
* 4 . i 9 o , | 
** * * 8 . 5 * . * A 4 ' : k 
* 8 * * ; 
R 5 . 4 — * > $ | : 
\ « * j - : 
* * 1 
- v % * * 1 ; 1 
i . 4 1 > 4 * L . 1 4 . 1 
* 0 * 7 . 
. * * s 3 
tn 1 * -” 1 . 
i 25 . 
wy * 9 
. % K 5 F : 
* 8 
* 4 * 
. * 
a mY * 1 . 
4 . 
. 4 


4 2 ö 
' 
| 1 
1 - Fr K - 
2 £ * 
* 4 * 
| | 
* * * * * * — g 8 
4 * 4 s * - 
g 1 : 
* ry oY 
« " 1 * * S 
- * 4 * * . 
$ 4 
8 * ' F 
£1 4 « 4 6 
. 34 * 8 7 ; 
3 * 5 
. . * * * Fe - 2 „ 
D 4 % * 
* 7 5 4 4 * 
+ ; > 2 ce Pa c 
*Þy « * 
. M * 8 3 
7 8 0 + f 5 
1 ; X 4 ; 
* 4 ot 4 ' * . 
* * J * 7 \ 
"BE 5 hw 
* 4 = 
wo, 4 ; 
* * 
- * * op" E + " 1 
N x 
* 4 - — off 0 * : 
9 * * 4 | 
+ "5 * 4 * * 7 c ; ; 4 N 
2 5 4 b 5 


SCC ⁰⁰ = ‚ . ⁰r%!! % »Alt»r h —ù—— — Ä 


= 


_ 


8 0 K ; 1. 


n 
Containing the exordium, &c. 


7 HE. various accidents which befel 'a very 
| | worthy couple, after their uniting in the 
8 ſtate of matrimony, will be the ſubject of 
the following hiſtory. The diſtrefles which they 
waded through, were ſome of them ſo exquiſite, 
and the incidents which produced theſe ſo extraor - 
dinary, that they ſeemed- to require not only the 
utmoſt malice, but the utmoſt invention which ſu- 
perſtition ' hath ever attributed to Fortune: though 
whether any ſuch being . interfered in the caſe, or, 
indeed, whether there be any ſuch being in the uni- 
verſe, is a matter which I by no means preſume 
to determine in the affirmative. To fpeak a bold 
truth, I am, after much mature deliberation, in- 
clined to ſuſpe&, that the public voice hath, in all 
ages, done much injuſtice to Fortune, and hath- 
convicted her of many faqs in which ſhe had not 
the leaſt concern. I queſtion much, whether we 
may not by natural means account for the ſucceſs 
of knaves, the calamities of © fools, with all the 
miſeries in which men of fenſe ſometimes involve 
themſelves by quitting the directions of prudence, 
and following the blind guidance of a predominant 
paſſion z; in ſhort, for all the ordinary phenomena 
which are imputed to Fortune; whom, perhaps, men 
accuſe with no leſs abſurdity in life, than a bad player 
complains of ill 'luck at the game of cheſs. : 

TS WMS | 


Bu 


I = 
ther as apt to make her amends, by aſeribing to her 


fore, calls ſuch. a man fortunate, is guilty of no leſs. 
© Impropriety in fpeech, than he would be, who ſhould 


be conſidered as mere accidents, than the ſeveral 


| Kind, therefore, Fae properly be called models f 


incidents are produced, we ſhall beit be inſtructed 


; The hiſtory fets out. Obſeroations on the excellency of 


- Thraſher, Eſq; one of. _ Jo of the youre ”— 


„ > | Book b 
But ir men are ſometimes guilty of laying impro- 
per blame on this imaginary being, they are akoge - 


Honours which the as little deſerves. To retrieve the 
ill conſequences of a fooliſh conduct, and by ſtruggling 
manfully with diſtreſs to ſubdne it, is one of the no- 
bleſt efforts of wiſdom and virtue. Whoever, there- 


call the ſtatuary or the poet fortunate, who carved a 
Venus, or who writ an Thad. 

Life may as .properly be called an art as any 
other ; and the great incidents in it are no more to 


members of a fine ſtatue, or a noble poem. The 
<ritics in all thee are not content with ſeeing any 
thing to be great, without knowing why and how 
It. came to be ſo. By examining carefully the ſeveral 
2 which conduce to bring every model to 
rſection, e learn truly to know that fcience in 
which the model is formed: as hiſtories of this 


Human Lire; ſo by obſerving minutely the ſeveral 
incidents which tend to the cataitrophe or comple - 
tion of the whole, and the minute cautes whence thoſe 


in this moſt uſeful 2 all _ which 1 call the AKT 
1 Lirx. 53 


=, * > H A P. H. ; 


the Engliſh conſtitution, and curious examinations be- 
; Fore a fuftice of peace. I 


N the ficlt of April, in the PUP. nigh; is 
watchmen of a certain pariſh (I know not 
particularly which) within the liberty of Weſtmin- 
ter, brought ſeveral perſons, whom they bad ap- 
prehended the preceding night, before Jonathag 
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chap. 2. M E L IA 9 


But here, reader, before we proceed to the trials. 
of theſe offenders, we ſhall, after our uſual manner, 
premiſe ſome things which it may be ,neceflary for 
thee to know. © ies | e 
It hath been obſerved, I think, by many, as 
well as the celebrated writer of Three Letters, that 
no human - inſtitution is capable of conſummate: 
perfection: an obſervation. which, perhaps, that. 
writer at leaſt gathered from diſcovering ſome de+ 
ſes in the polity even of this well- regulated na- 
tion. And, indeed, if there ſhould be any ſuch 
defect in a conſtitution which. my Cord Coke long: 
ago told us, the wiſdom of all the wie men ins 
the world, if they had all met together at one 
time, could not have equalled ? which ſore of 
our wiſeſt men who were met together long before, 
faid, was too good to be altered in any particular; 
and which, nevertheleſs, hath been mending ever 
ſince, by a very great number of the ſaid- wiſe. men 
if, | fay, this conſtitution ſhould be imperſect, we- 
may be allowed, I think, to doubt whether any ſuch 
faultleſs model can be found among the-inſtirutions. 


* 


of men. : LY: 4 

lt will probably be objected, that the ſmall im- 
per fections which I am about to produce, do nes 
ly in the laws. themſelves, but in the ill execution-of © 
them; but, with ſubmiſſion, this. appears to me to 
be no leſs an abſurdity, than to ſay. of. any machine, 
that it is excellently made, though incapable of per- 
forming its functions. Good laws ſhould- execute: 
themſelves in a well regulated ſtate ; at leaſt, if the: 
ſame legiflature which provides the laws, doth not 


in the moſt exquiſite manner, yet put them ſo toge- 
ther that the clock could not go. In this caſe; ſurely: 
we might ſay that there was a ſmall defect in the con- 
ſtiturion of the clock. GT TP) 5 
To ſay the truth, Graham would ſoon: ſee the: 
— _ would eafily remedy it. The fault indeed; 
cou no other than that the parts were improper - 
Ir diſpoſed. ee | 9s ; 


RE 2: Berbaps,, 


provide for the execution of them, they a&-as Graham 
would do, if he ſhould form all the parts of a clock: 
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will ſet my intention in a- ſtill clearer light before / 


vou. Figure to yourſelf then a family, the maſter. 
of which. ſhould diſpoſe of the ſeveral economical - 


offices in the following manner; viz- ſhould put his 


butler in the coach-box, his ſteward behind his coach, 
His coachman in the butlery, and his footman in the 
1 and in the ſame ridiculous manner ſhould, - 


© eaſy to ſee what a 3 ſuch a family muſt MAb 


_ the world. * 2 11 . 


. miſ-employ the talents of every other ſervant; it is | 


As ridiculous as this may ſeem, I "wa often e con- 
Gdered: ſome of the lower offices in our civil go- 
vernment to be diſpoſed in this very manner. Oo 
degio, I think, as low as I well can, with the watch- 


men in our metropolis : : who being to guard our 
ſtreets by night from thieves and robbers, an office 


which at leaſt requires ſtrength of body, are choſen 


out of thoſe poor old decrepit people, who are, from 
_ their want of bodily ſtrength, rendered incapable of 
getting a livelihood by work. Theſe men, armed 
only with a pole, which ſome of them are yu 
able to lift, are to ſecure the perſons and Bolte 0 


1 A 2 e s fubjects from the attacks of gangs 5 


ky amy iperare,” and welt arg vide 


* 
0 


1 Gus non OL") 1 


Junera conveniunt, 


17 the povr old fellows ſhould run away rs ſock. 
enemies, no one I think can wonder, unleſs it be a 
- they are able to make their eſcape, - 

The higher we proceed among our madlis n 
and magiſtrates, the lefs defects of this kind will, 
perhaps, be obſervable. Mr Thraſher, however, che. 
juſtice before whom the priſoners above mentioned - 
were now brought, had ſome few imperfections in his 
magiſterial capacity. I own, I have been ſometimes. | 


5 & Fo 
Peg” 


inclined to think, that this office of a juſtice of peace 


- Tequires ſome” knowledge of the law: for this ſiwple | 
reaſon; becauſe in every caſe which comes before 
| him he 3 is to judge and _ Ad Mi. to law. r 


— 


7 


— — 
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not the leaſt mark or appearance of 
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as theſe laws are contained in 8 great variety of books, | 
the ſtatues which relate to the office of a juſtice of 
ce making of themſelves at leaſt two large volumes 
in folio, and that part of his juriſdiction which is 
founded on the common law being diſperſed in above 
a hundred volumes, I cannot coucerve how this know - 
ledge ſhould be acquired without reading; and yet 
certain it is; core tare never read one ſyllable: of 
the matter. 

This perhaps was a defect; botahis was mot all =: 
for where mere ignorance is to decide a ppint be- 
tween two litigants, it will always be an even chance 


1 — 


- 


whether it decides right or wrong: but forry am I to 


ſay, right was often in a much worſe ſituation thaw» 
this, and wrong hath oſten had five hundred to-one- 
on his ſide before that magiſtrate; who, if he was 


ignorant of the law of England, was yet well verſec⸗ 
in the laws of nature. He perfectly well underitood 


that fundamental : principle ſo ſtrongly laid down in 


the inſtitutes of the learned Rochetoucalt; by which 
the duty of ſelf· love is ſo ſtrongly enforced, and every 
man is taught to conſider himſelf as-the. centre of 
gravity, and to attract all things thither. To ſpeak- 
the truth plainly, . the Juſtice was never indifferent 


in a cauſe, but when he could get nothing, on die 
fide. 45 


Such was the juſtice: to whoſe:tremendous ber Mer 2 


Gotobed the conſtable, on the- day above · mentioned 
brought ſeveral delinquents, who, as we. have faid,.. | 


bad eb eee * the watch for divers out- 


rages. i 
The firſt who came upon his trial, was as bloody : 
æ ſpeare as ever the imagination: of a murderer ors 


a tragic«-poet conceived. This poor wretch was char -- 


ed with a 3 by a much ſtouter man than him 


fie; 


indeed accuſed perfon bore about him: 
ſome. evidence tha he had been in an affray, his“ 
eloaths bei ery bloody: but certain open fluices+ 
on his own: 4 ſufficiently thewed whence all be 


ſcarlet ſtreams had iflued: whereas the- ageuſer had 


any-wround. . £ 
The Joſtice-aſked the defendant, what he meant by: - 


B 3 breaking 


TK : | 

= * = > — * | 
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breaking the king's peace To which he anſwered. 
* Upon my ſhoul I do love the King very well, and 
J have not been after breaking any thing of his 
* that I do know: but upon my ſhout this man hath. 
brake my head, and my head did break his ſtick ;, 
„that is all, gra.“ He then offered to produce 
ſeveral witneſſes againſt this improbable accuſation; 
but the- Juſtice preſently interrupted him, ſaying, 
« Sirrah, your tongue betrays your guilt. You are 
an Iriſhman, and that is always ſufficient evidence 
with me... | 5 3 
- The ſecond criminal was a poor woman, who was. 
taken up by the watch as a ſtreet-walker. It was al- 
Jedged againſt her that ſhe was found walking the 
ſtreets after twelve o'clock, and the watchman de- 
clared he believed her to be a cemmon firumpet. 
She pleaded in her defence (as was really the truth) - 
that ſhe was a ſervant, and was ſent by her mi- 
ſtreſs, who was a little ſhopkeeper, and upon the 
point of delivery, to fetch a midwife ; which ſhe of- 
fered to prove by ſeveral of the neighbours, if ſhe 
| was allowed to ſend for them. The Juſtice |aſked - 
her why ſhe had not done it befere. To which ſhe 
anſwered, ſhe had no money, and could get no meſ- 

. ſenger. - The. juſtice then called her ſeveral ſcurrilous 
names; and declaring ſhe was guilty within the ſtatue 
of ſtreet · Malling, ordered hen to Bridewell ſor a 
month; © Es e * PETS FE" 

A A genteel young man and woman were then ſet 

forward, and a very grave looking perſon ſwore he 

caught them in a ſituation which we cannot as par- 

_ _ ticularly deſcribe here as he did before the magi- 

_ ' fxate; who having received a wink from his clerk, 
declared with much warmth that the fact was incre- + 
dible and impoſſible. He preſently diſcharged the 

 "gecuſed parties, and was going, without any evi- 
dence; to commit the accuſer for perjury; but this 
the clerk diſſuaded him from, ſaying, He doubted. | 

whether a juſtice of peace had any ſuch power, 

The juſtice at firſt . diſfered in opinion; and ſaid, He 
had ſeen a man ſtand in the pillory about perjury; 

nay, he had known a man in gaol for it n 
wk pie?” gh .* - __ 
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how came he there, if he was not committed thi- 
ther? Why, that is true, Sir, anſwered the clerk, 
and yet I have been told by a very great lawyer, 
that a man cannot be committed for perjury be- 
fore he is indicted; and the reaſon is, I believe, 
becauſe it is not agaiuſt the peace before the in- 
« ditment makes it ſo. Why that may be, cries - _ 
the juſtice; * and indeed perjury is but ſcandalous + 
« words, and I know a man cannot have no warrant 
for thoſe, unleſs you put for rioting + them into the 
- < warrant.” | | $3, 
The witneſs was now about to be diſcharged, When 
the lady whom he had. accuſed, declared ſhe would 
ſwear the peace againſt him; for that he had called 
her a whore ſeveral times. Oho! you will ſwear. 
the peace, Madam, will you ?? cries the jurtice,. 
. give her the peace preſently; and pray, Mr Con- 
* (table, ſecure the priſoner, now we have him, while 
a warrant is made to take him up.“ All which was 
immediately performed, and the poor witneſs; for want 
of ſureties, was ſent to priſon. — + 
A young fellow whofe name was Booth, was now 
charged with beating the watchman in the execution. 
of his office, and breaking his lanthorn. This was 
depoſed by two witneſſes; and the ſhatter'd remains. 
of a broken lanthorn, which had been long preſerved; 
for the ſake of its teſtimony, were produced to cor-- 
roborate the evidence. The juſtice, perceiving the 
criminal to be but ſhabbily dreſſed, was going to com- 
mit him witheut aſking any further queſtions. At. 
length, however, at the earneſt requeſt of the acculed,, 


+ Opus eft interprete. By the laws of England, abuſive words, 
are not puniſhable by the magiſtrate; ſome commiſñioners of 
the peace therefore. when one ſcold hath applied to them for a* 
warrant againſt arether, from a too eager defire of doing juſ- 
tice, have conſtrued a little harmlefs ſcoldiug into a riot, which 
is in law an outragious breach of the peace, committed by fe», 
veral perſons, by three at the leaſt, nor can a leis number 
convicted of it. Under this word rioting, or riotting (fur 
have ſeen it ſpelt both ways) many thoutands of old womerr = = 2 
hade been arreſted and put to expence, ſcmetimes in priſons! i 
for a Mttle intemperate uſe of their tongues. This practice 
began io decreaſe in the year 4 ,- | 1 the 


its | ; 0 


—_ *- 


- Ws 
Boe 
3 
9 , 


» A M E EI X. 
che worthy magiſtrate ſubmitted to hear his defence. 


1 young man then alledged, as was in reality the 


eaſe, © That as he was walking home to his ng, 
he ſaw two men in the ſtreet cruelly beating a third, 
upon which he had ſtopt and endeavoured to aſſiſt 
the perſon who was ſo unequally attacked; that the 
watch came. up during the affray, and took them 
all four into cuſtody; that they were immediately. 
carried to the round-houſe,* where the. two origi- 
* nal aſſailants, who appeared to be men of fortune, 
* found means to make up the matter; and were 
adfſcharged by the conſtable; a favour which he 
| © himſelf, having no money in his pocket; was un- 
© able to obtain. He utterly denied having aſſaulted 
any of: the watchmen, and folemnly declared, that: 
he was offered his liberty at the price of half a. 
f: crown. 
Though the: bare word of ar. offender can never - 
be taken againſt the oath of his accuſer 3; yet the 
matter of this defence was ſo pertinent, and de-- 
| livered: with ſuch an air of truth: and fincerity,. 
chat, had the magiſtrate been endued with _ 7. 
gacity, or had he been very: moderately gilt 
another quality very neceſſary to all who are to ad- 
miniſter juſtice, he wonld have employed ſome la- 
boor in croſs-examining the watchmen; at leaſt he 
_ © would have given the defendant the time he deſired 
to ſend for the other perſons. who were preſent at 
the affray; neither of which be did. In hort, the 
magiſtrate had too great an honour for truth to ſuſ- 
pect that ſhe. ever appeared in ſordid apparel; nor 
did he ever ſully his ſublime notions of that virtue, 
by uniting them with the mean ideas of poverty. and. 
diſtreſs. 

There remained now „only one rice ld that 
was the poor man himſelf in whoſe defence the laſt 
mentioned culprit was engaged. His trial took: 
but a very ſhort time. A cauſe of battery and 


broken lanthorn was inſtituted againſt | him, and 


N 5 in the ſame manner; nor would the- juſtice: 

| r one word in defence: but though. his patience- 

was exhauſted, his breath vas not; for againſt wo 
* 5 
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laſt wretch he poured forth a emen 
menaces and abuſe. 

| The delinquents were then all diſpatched to 8 4 — 
under · a guard of watchmen ; and the juſtice and the © 
conſtable adjourned to a 33 ale- houſe. 0 
_ their an ane 3 46 | 


e H 4 7. m. | 
chene he infide of a priſm PINE 


R Booth (for we ſhall not bi you with the 
reſt) was no ſooner arrived in the priſon, than 
a number of perſons gathered round him, all de- 
manding garniſh; to which Mr Booth not making 
a ready anſwer, as indeed he did not underſtand the 
word, ſome were going to lay hold of him, when a 
perſon of apparent dignity came up and inſiſted that 
no one ſhould affront the gentleman. This perſon 
then, who was no leſs than che maſter or keeper 
of the priſon, turning towards Mr Booth, acquainted 
him, that it was the euſtom of the place for; every.” | 
priſoner upon his firſt arrival chere, to give ſome- 
thing to the former priſoners to make them drink. Y 
This, he ſaid, was what they called garniſn; and 4 
concluded with adviſing his new cuſtomer- to draw | 
his purſe upon the -preſent occaſion. Mr Booth 
anſwered, that he would very readily comply with. _ 
this laudable cuſtom, was it in his power: but that 
in reality he had not a ſhilling in his pocket, and, 
what was worſe, he had not a ſhilling in the worldows 
* Oho! if that be the caſe,” cries the keeper, * it is 
* another matter, and I have nothing to ſay.” Upon 
which he immediately departed, and left poor Booth 
to- the mercy of his companions, who, without loſs of - 
time, applied themſelves to uncaſing, as they termed 
it, and with ſuch dexterity, that 2 coat was not 
only ſtripped off, but out of fight in a minute. . 

Mr Booth was too weak to reſiſt, and too wiſe 
to complain of this uſage. As ſoon therefore as 
be was at . and declared free of the place: 
he ſummoned his W which he had no 
incon- 
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Inconſiderable ſhare, to his aſſiſtance, and reſolved to- 
make himſelf as eaſy as poſſible under his preſent cir- 
ol TT ̃ ͤ 8 1 
Could his own thoughts indeed have ſuffered him. 
a moment to forget where he was. the diſpoſitions. 
of the other priſoners might have induced him to be- 
lieve that he had been in a happier place: for much. 
the greater part of his feMow-ſufferers, inſtead of wail 
ing land repining at their condition, were laughing; 
ſinging. and diverting: themſelves. with various kinds. 
of ſports and gambols. 2 
Ide firſt perſon who accoſted him was called Blear- 
b Ey'd-Moll; a woman of no very comely appearance. 
= Her eye (for {he had but one) whence ſhe derived her- 
'F " nick-name, was ſuch as that nick name beſpoke; 
detſides which, it had two remarkable qualities; for 
- _ firſt, as if nature had been careful to provide for her 
dn defect, it conſtantly looked towards her blind- 
© fide; and:ſecondly, the ball con ſiſted almoſt entirely. 
of white or rather yellow, with a little grey ſpot in. 
the corner, ſo ſmall that it was ſcarce diſcernible.. 
NWMoſe the had none; for Venus, (envious perhaps at. 
7 » her former charms, had carried off the a ee 
Ad and ſome earthly damſel, perhaps from the ſame envy, 
lad levelled che bone with. the reſt of her face: in- 
deed it was far beneath the bones of ber cheeks, 
_ which roſe proportionally bigher tlian is uſual. About 
half a donen ebony teeth fortified that large and long. 
= canal,” which nature had cut from ear to ear, at the 
bdottom of which was a chin, prepoſterouſly ſhort, na- 
= - ture having turned up the bottom, inſtead of ſuffering 
i, it to grow to its due length. e 
_ - Her body was. well adapted, to her face'; ſhe meas. | 
:2 _ fared full as much round the middle as from head. 
= to foot; for heſides the extreme breadth of her back; 
der vaſt. breaſts had long ſince forſaken their native. 
! —_ had ſettled themſelves a little below the 
irdle. e a 3 Hi 
i 1 wiſh certain actreſſes on the ſtage, when they 
are to perform characters of no amiable caſt, would 
Lpdy to dreſs themſelves with the propriety with 
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which Blear Eyed - Mall was now arrayed. For the 
ſake of our ſqueami ſn reader, we ſhall not deſcend 


ragged, or more dirty, was ever emptied out of ne 
round- houſe at St Giles's. 
We have taken the more Pains to deſcribe this * 
perſon, for two remarkable. reaſons; the one is, that 
this unlovely creature was taken in the fact with 4 
very pretty young fellow; the other, which is more 
productive of moral leſſon, is, that however wretched 
her fortune may appear to the reader, ſhe was one of ; 
the merrieſt perſons-in the whole ꝓriſon. 8 
Blear-Eyed-Moll then came up to Mr Booth 
with a ſmile or rather grin on her countenance, and 
aſked him for a dram of gin; and when Booth aſ- 
ſured her that he had not a penny of money, the 
replied, —* D--—n your eyes, I thought by _. 
look you had been a clever fellow, and upon the 
* ſnaffling lay * at leaſt; but d -——-n your: body 
and eyes, I find you are ſome ſneaking budge 7 
* raſcal,” * She then launched forth a volley of dread- 
ful oaths, interlarded with ſome language not pro- 
per to be repeated here, and was going to lay hold 
on poor Booth, when a tall priſoner, who: had 
been very earneſtly eyeing Booth for ſome time, 
came up, and taking her by the ſhoulder, flung her 
off at ſome diſtance, curſing her for a b—h, and "my 
ding her let the gentleman alone. 
This perſon was not bimſelf of the moſt i Aide 
aſpect. He was long viſaged, and pale, with a re 
beard of about a fortnight's growth. He was attired 
in a brownith black coat, which would have ſhewed 
more holes than it did had not the linen which 
appeared through it, been entirely of the ſame colour ; 
with the cloath. 

This 222 whoſe name was Robinſon; a 
dreſſed himſelf very civilly to Mr Booth, and told 
him he was forry to ſee one of his appearance in th. t 


4 — bn ahobigh n 
N nay. 1 3 
« Sir 


to particulars. Let it ſuffice to ſay, nothing more | 


CR, F: Fer 06.00, your being nen youu OR: | 


de applied to himſelf. He then proceeded i in the tol- 
. © diſmal place, which is, indeed, rendered more 


man will ſoon bring himſelf to bear with indiffe- 
_ © rence: for what is, is: and what muft be, maſt 


..  ©--can. befal him. 1 hope, Sir, no very dreadful ac- 
_ © eident is the canſe of your coming hither; but 
© whatever it was, you may be aſſured it could not 
- © be otherwiſe : for all things happen by an inevi- 


of its driver.” | 1 | 
© ©, Beſides the obligation which Mr Robi had 


| 3 in thoſe regions; and above all, the ſen - 


not abſolutely deny the exiſtenre of a God, yet 
which, if it is not downright Atheiſm, hath a dire& 
may ſoon be driven into it. And as te Mr Booth, 


though he was in his heart an extreme well-wiſher" to 
. religfon (for he was an honeſt man) yet his notions _ 


AMELTA - Bookk 
Sir, ſays he, I can eaſily: account for chat; and 
indeed dreſs is the leaſt part which diſtinguiſhes a 


gentleman At which words he caſt a ſignificant 
en his en chat, us üf be deſired they ſhould 


lowing manner: 
II perceive, Sir, you are but joſt arrived in this 


deteſtable by the wretches who inhabit” it, than 
© by any other circumſtance; but even theſe a- wiſe 


© be. The knowledge of this, which ſimple as it 
appears, is in truth the heighth of all 3 
©.renders a wiſe man ſuperior to every evil 


table fatality; and a man can no more reſiſt the 
* 1mpulſe of Fate, than a wheel-barrow can the force 


conferred on Mr Booth, in delivering him from 
_ inſults of Blear-Eyed Moll; there was ſome- 
in the manner of Robinſon, which, notwith- 
ing the meanneſs of his dreſs, 3 to diſ- 
bruiſh him from the crowd of wretches who 


timents which he had juſt declared, very nearly 
coincided with thoſe of Mr Booth. This gentleman 
was what they call a free-thinker; that is to ſay, a 
deiſt; or, perhaps, an atheiſt; for though he did 


he entirely denied his -providence. A doctrine, 
tendency towards it; and, as Dr Clarke obſerves, 


* it were * läge and n 0 lay 9 | 
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he was in the avering auen ſo fncly deſrided 
W * n. 


- 


5 | Ia 3 5 1 
Feiigie, 8 view non ſponte /equebar _ | 
| Alterius;; vacuo que currere ſemina maus 
|  Aﬀirmat ; magnumque novas per inane figuras 
| Fortuna, non arte, regi ; que numina ſenfu 


Aubiguo, vel nulla putat, vel neſcia no The. ; 


This way of thinking, or rather of doubting, be 
had contracted from the ſame' reafons which Clau- 
dian aſſigus, and which had indueed Brutus, in his 
latter days, to doubt the exiſtence of that virtue 
which he had all his life cultivated. In ſhort, poor 
Booth imagined, that'a larger ſhare of misfortunes 
had fallen to his lot than he had merited; zud this 
led him, who (though a good claſſical ſchoſar) was 
not deeply learned in religious matters, into à diſ- 
advantageous opinion of Providence. A danger- 
ous wuy of reaſoning, in which our concluſions are 
not only too haſty, from an imperfect view of things; 
but we are likewiſe. liable to much error from par- 
tiality to ourſelves; viewing our virtues and vices as 
through a perfpedive. in which we turn the (glaſs 
always to our on ͤ advantage, ſo as fo diminith the 
one, and as greatly te magnify che other. 
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. From the above reaſons, it can be no N * 

0 that Mr Booth did not decline the acquaintan 8 "24 
- this perſon, in a place which could not promiſe to 4 
y afford him any better. He anſwered him, therefore, 1 
x with greut courteſy; meas ee 

A and gentle diſpoſition ; and after expreſſin 

d ſurpriſe at meeting him there, earn Irina to 


be of the ſame opinion with regard to —— neceflity 
of human actions; adding, however, that he did not 
believe men were under any blind impulſe or diregion 
of fate; but that every man acted merely from the 
force ol that paſſion which doin; e - f 1 
and could do no otherwiſe. „ 
A diſeourſe now enſued derdewidbc'iwed ro genrlwen, 2 
on the neceſſity ariſing from the impulle” of fate, and 


the — from 8 of paſlion, * 


Vor. X. 


—_ thought ſhe had great innocence in her counte- 
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25 it will make à pretty pamphlet of itſelf. we ſhall 
reſerve for ſome future opportunity. When this was 
ended. they ſet forward to ſurvey the goal, and the 
ö Priſoners, with the ſeveral caſes of whom Mr Robin- 
ion, who had been ſome time under 8 
eee to make Mr Booth acquainted, | : 


e ur. 


N 


due fi urther feerets f we prienteaſs. Y 


HE brd perſons. whom ey. paſt by: wok 
1 three men in fetters, who were. enjoyin 
themſelves very merrily over a bottle of wine, 3 
n pipe of tobacco. Theſe, Mr Robinſon informed 
His friend, were three ſtreet-robbers, and —_ all 
certain of being hanged. the enſuing! ſeſſions. 80 
* inconſiderable an object, ſaid he,! is en to mem 
minds, when it is at any diſtance.” . ; 
A little farther they beheld a man dense on the 
ground, whoſe heavy groans, and frantic actions, 
plainly indicated the higbeſt diſorder of mind. 
This perſon waz, it ſeems, committed for a ſmall 
felony; and bis wife, who then lay - in, upon hearing 
; * news, had thrown herſelf from a window two 
air of ſtairs high, by which means he had, in all 
obability, loſt Tank her and his child. | 
"WA very pretty girl then advanced towards abou, 
| whoſe: beauty Mr Booth could not help admiring 
the moment he ſaw her; declaring at the fame time, 


nance. Robinſon ſaid the was committed thither as an 
idle and diſorderly perſon, and a common ſtreet · 
walker. As ſhe paſſed by Mr Booth ſhe damn'd his 
eyes and diſcharged a volley of words, every one of 
9 which was too indecent to be repeated. STEER 
They beheld nom a little creature fitting. by — 
Kill in 4 corner; and crying bitterly. This girl, Mr 
Robinſon ſaid, was committed, becauſe her fathers 
in- law, who was in the grenadier guards, had ſworn 
that he was afraid of his life; or of ſome®bodilp 
Om which. * * and ſhe nn 
BY 
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no ſurety for keeping the peace: for which reaſon 
Jultice Thraſher had committed her to priſon. L 
A great noiſe now. aroſe, occaſioned by — 
ſoners all flocking to ſee à fellow whipt for petty 
larceny, to which he was condemned by the court 
of quarter · ſeſſions ; but this ſoon ended in the diſ- 
appointment of the ſpectators : for the fellow, after 
being ſtript, having nnen mne L er was 
diſcharged untouched. | 
This was 7 followed by another buſtle: 
Blear-Ey'd Moll, and ſeveral of her companions, 
having got poſſeſſion of a man who was committed 
for certain odious unmanlike practices, not fit to 
be named, were giving him various kinds of diſ- 
cipline, and would probably have put an end to — i 
bad he not been eee ee 
rity he ts © ane 
= When this buſtle: was 4 births allayed;; Mr Booth 
took notice of a- young woman in rags fitting on the 
ound, and ſupporting the head of an old man in ber 
ap, who appeared to be giving up the ghoſt. Theſe, 
Mr Robinſon informed him, were father and daughter; 
that the latter was committed for ſtealing a loaf, in or- 
der to ſupport the former, Ne former for mo 
ving it knowing it to be ſtolen. 
A ell dreſsd man then went ſurluy by * 
whom Mr Robinſon reported to have been cortl- 
mitted on an indictment found Agaiaſt him fof a 
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ng molt horrid: perjury ; n ſays he, we expect him 
ne, to be bailed to-day? - Good heaven! cries Booth, 

Fd can ſuch villains find bail, and is no perſon 'chati- 
fla table enough to bail that poor father and daughter?“ 

* 1 © Oh! Sir, anſwered Robinſon, the offence of the 


0 daughter, being felony, is held not to be bailable 
* in law; whereas perjury is a miſdemeanor only z 
and therefore perſons who are even indicted. for it: 


* are, nevertheleſs, capable of being bailed. - Nay, 

Mr * of all perjuries, that of which this man is indifted is 
BIO © the worſt: for it was with an intention of - + 
orn : — the life of an innocent perſpn by form of law. | | 


At perjuries, in civil mattets, they are not ſo. very | 
; * crimmal, < : n are not, ſaid Booth: and yet even 
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| We ned flagitious- offence, and worthy the 
* higheſt puniſhment / Surely they ought to be di- 
IIſtinge iſhed,” anſwered, Robinſon, from the others: 
for — is taking away a little property — 
44 man compared to taking away his life, and hir re- 
putation, and ruining his family into the bargain ?— 

- hope there can be no Pn Pt IE TITS HS | 
1 c and I think there ought to be none in the puniſh- 
* * ment. However, at preſent, the puniſhment of all 
» inn. is only pillory, and tranſportation for ſeven 
* years; and as it is a traverſable and bhilable offence; 
: (+ methods are eee. en renten 

at a 3 

Booth expreſſed great aſtpaiſliment., at this, 3 
bis attention was ſuddenly diverted by the moſt 
miſerable object that he had yet ſeen. This was 
a wretch almoſt naked, and who bore in his coun« 
tenance, joined to an appearance of , honeſty, the 
marks of poverty, | hunger, and diſeaſe. He had; 
moreaver, a wooden leg, and two or chree ſcars 

on his forehead. The caſe of this poor man is, in- 
bi ws unhappy enough, ſaid Robinſon. Aan, hath 
* ſerved his country, loſt his limb, and received! ſeves 
ral wonnds at the ſiege of Gibraltar. When be 
vas diſcharged from the hoſpital abroad, he came 
* over to get into that of Chelſea, but could not im- 
r. as none of his officers were then in 
land. In the mean time, he was one day ap- 
prehended and committed hither on ſuſpicion oi 
* ſtealing three herrings from a bſbmonger. Ile was 
© tried ſeveral. months ago for this offence, and acquit- 
* ted; indeed his innocence ; manifeſtly: appeared at 
©. the trial 3 but he Vas brought back again for is 
© fees, and here he hath lain ever fince2 od hte» 2 
Booth expreſſed great horror at this account, and 
bee if he had only ſo much money in his poc- 
© is he would n ſoy him 3 but ene 


3 * Gy gf 45 -: . 
£) By. removin * the Jodi images re ene 
bench, the trial is ſo long poſtponed, and the coſts are ſo THE 
__ encreaſed, that proſecutors are often "tircd Y * 2 ca- 
3 Pg Leiben, 1 5 wage 
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that eee. — ® ſingle farthing-in the 


-- Robinſon 2 2 — and aber fd, wich - 
a ſmile, Iam going to make you, Sir, — 9 
propoſal aſter your laſt declaration; but what ſay 
« you to a game at cards ? it will ferve to-paſs a tedi- 
{ous hour, and ———— — 
unpleaſant ſpeculations... e 
l do not imagine Booth would have agreed 10 tig 
for though ſome love of gaming had been formerly 
amongit his faults ; yet he was not fo egregioully ac - 
| dicted to that vice, as to be tempted by the ſhabby - 
plight of Robinſon, - who. had; if I may ſo expreſs 
mylelf,.no charms for a gameſter. If he had, how- 


ever, any ſuch inclinations, he had no opportunity to 


follow them; ſor before he could make any anſwer 
to Robinſon's propoſal, a ſtrapping wench came up to 


Booth, and taking hold of his arm, aſked him to 


walk aſide with her; ſaying. What a pox, are you 
© ſuch a freſh» cull that you do not know. this fellow ! 
« why, be is a gambler, and committed for ch 
© at play. There 1 is yok r A dee the whole 

quad“ . 

A ſcene of 9 now and; — Ro 
binſon and the lady, which ended in a bout at fiſti- 
cufs, in which the dy was greatly pay to the 

philoſopher. + + 54 
While the two rombatancs, were engaged;”0 grave 


the company, came. up to Mr- Booth, and taking 
him aſide, ſaid, I am ſorry, Sir, to ſee a gentlemany 
; as you appear to be, in ſuch intimacy with that 
© raſcal, who makes no ſcruple of diſowning all re- 
vealed religion. As for crimes, they are human 
errors, and ſignify but little; nay, perhaps the 
— a man is by nature, the more room there is for 
. The. ſpirit is active, and loves beſt to in- 

Rabix, thoſe. minds where it may meat with the molt. 
work. Whatever your crime be, therefore, I would 
not have you deipair; but rather rejoice at it: for 
e Perhaps it may be the means of pour * n 
bag . L 


2 .c 3 | EY He 


Ko SSD 


looking-man,.rather better dreſſed than the majority of 


* 


- 
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d without waiting for an anſwer, and ended in dechars 


aid to him, Well, Sir; whither am I to be conduc- 


= 4 * 1 4 Seb 
He ran on for 4 edo6derdd( ng with chi cant, 


ing haümmſelf a methodiſt. E Ne tn 
Joſt as the methodiſt had gained bis diſcourſe, 
a beautiful young woman was uſhered into the 
She was genteel and well dreſſed, and did not in the 
leaſt reſetnble thoſe females! hem Mr Booth had hi- 
therto ſeen. The conſtable had no ſobner delivered 
her at the gato, than ſhe aſked; with a commandi 
voice, for the keeper; and; wben he arrived, 


© ted? I hope I am not to take up my lodgings with 
© theſe creatures.” Thi lceper aufwcrelt Irch a a kind 
of ſurly reſpeck, Madam, we have rooms for thoſe 
that can aftord to pay for them.“ At theſe words, 
the pulled a handſome purſe” from her pocket, in 
which many'guineas chinked, ſaying, with an air of 
indignation, * that the was not come thither on 'ac- 
count of poverty.“ The keeper no ſooner 'viewed 
the purſe, than his features became all ſoftened in an 
inſtant; and with all the courtefy of which he was 
maſter, he deſired the lady to walk with e 
her that the ſhould have the beſt” ap in Kis 
| houle: af: Habs Wa? FLO: 
Me Dk was ew Mü wana re — 
had forſaken him, having, as the phraſe of the ſe 
is, ſearched him to the bottom. In fact, he had 
Kg y examined every one of Mr Booth's poc- 
kets; which he had-conveyed away a penknife, 
and an iron ſnuff bor, theſe bg” all” r 

Which were to be ſound. 6, 
| of e wei: 
introduced 


Booth was ſtanding near” the gate 

| when the young lady above-mentioned 
into the yard. He viewed her features very atten - 
tively, and was perſuaded that he knew her. She 

Wa indeed ſo remarkably handſome, that it was 
| ai e any who had ever ſeen her to for- 


Nn of one of the under-keepers, 
— name of iſoner lately arrived was 


35 


not 
Matthews; to which he ' anſwered; that her name 


Was not Matthews . (be way eie 


. ee 4; 


* * 
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wm 
foſ pe& his memory more than the former: ſor it was 
— — ght have ä 
but he hardly thought ſbe could have ſo far changed 
her nature as to be guilty of a crime ſo very ineon- 
Truous with her former gentle manners: for Miſs - | 
had both the birth and education of a 4 
tlewoman; He concluded, therefore; that he was 
ꝶ6 vj | 
anne, A 15 
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| —_— certain adventures avbich beſel Mr Hot 
GEE the priſon. n 


18 3 Mr Booth A 
melancholy contemplation on his preient condi- 
tion. He was deſtitute of the common neceſſaries of 
life, and conſequently unable to ſubſiſt where he was * 
nor was there à ſingle perſon in town to whom he | 
could, with any reaſonable: hope, apply for his deli» i 
very. Grief for ſome time baniſhed” the thoughts of | 
food from his mind; but in the morning, Nature 
began to grow uneaſy for want of her 3 | 
ment: for he had not ate'a morſel d 

forty hours. A penny loaf, which 4 
ordinary allowance to the priſoners in Bridewell, was 9 
now delivered him ; and while he was eating this, 4 A 


man brought him a "little packet ſealed up, inf 2 
him that it came n e eee 


no anſwer. | dk - 
Vr Booth now opened his poder, ads 

folding ſeveral pieces of blank paper ſucceſbively, at 

laſt diſcovered a guinea, wrapped up with great care in 

the innermoſt paper. He was vaſtly ſurpriſed at this 

fight, as he had few, if any friends, from whom he 

could erpect ſuch à favour, Lighr as it was; and not 

one of his friends, as he was appriſed, knew! of his 

confinement. As there was no direction to the packet, 
nor à word of writing contained in ir. he began to 

falpe& that it was delivered to the wrong perſon ; 
and being one of the moſt" untainted 1 he - 
RRR 7 
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Booth that he made no miſtake; ſaying, If your 


« 


C2 
. " oy 
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* ome, - — 
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examined hin —B—— 
and the — 2 it. The man aſſured 


name is Booth, Sir, I am poſitive you are he gen- 
_ © tleman to whom the parcel I gave you belong. 
be moſt ferupalous honeſty would, perhaps, in 
uch a ſituation, have been well enough ſatisfied; in 
Finding no owner for the guinea; eſpecially when pro- 
clamation had been made in the priſon, that Mr 
Booth had received a packet without any direction, 
to which, if any perſon had any claim, and would 
diſcover the contents, he was ready to deliver it to 
ſuch claimant. No ſuch claimant being foond, 0 
mean none who knew the contents; for many ſwo 
that they expected juſt ſuch a packet, and believed it 
to be their property) Mr (<td np . — 
to apply the money to his own 
The firſt thing, after redemption of the coat, which 
r Booth, hungry as he was, thought of, was to 
| Gapply-hicaſelf with ſauff, which he had long, to his 
1 ſorrow, been without. / On this occaſion, he 
5 miſſed: that iron box which the njethodiſt 
d ſo 3 conveyed out of has - Pockes, as vs: 
onen! in the laſt chapter. 
le no ſoonet miſſed this box, than he edi 
ſuſpeded that the gambler was the perſon, who had 
Qolen it; nay, ſo well was he aſſured of this. man's. 
that it may, perhaps, be improper to ſay he 
TX ſuſpected it. "Though Mr Booth was, as we 
| have N a man of. a very ſweet diſpoſition; yet 
was he rather  over-warm. Having, therefore, no 
** concerning the perſon of the thief, he eagerly 
fought him out. and very blontly charged * with 
The bln; whom I think we ſhould now: call 
the Philoſophęr, received this charge. without the leaſt 
vilible emotion either of mind or muſele. After a 
mort pauſe of à few moments, he ayſwered, with 
great ſolemnity, as follows : 5 Young-wan, I am en- 
<-tirely unconcerned at your groundleſs ſuſpicion. 
He that cenſares a ſtranger, as | am to you,  with- 
<. out any = iſe, 3 a worſe 1 to him- 
a one to eo Fg} Zo know: yourſall, 
MICE | "es friend; 
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Chap. 5. AME L IX mm 
friend; you! know not me. It is true, indeed, ou 
heard me accuſed of being a cheat and a gameſſer ; 
but who is my accuſer? look at my apparel, 7, Trend 
do thieves and. gameſters wear ſuch cloaths as th 
5 play is my- folly, not my vice; it is my impulſe, 
© and I have been a martyr to it. Would a 
© have aſked another to play when he could have loſt 
« eighteen pence and won nothing? However, if you 
are not ſatisſied you may ſearch my pockets; the 
outſide of all but one will ſerve your turn, and in 
© that one, there is the eighteen pence 1 told you of- 
He then turned up his cloaths; and his pockets en. 
W tirely reſembled the pitchers of the Belides. . 
Booth was a little ſtaggered. at this defence. He | 
ſaid, the real value of the iron box was too inconſider · 
able to mention; but that he had a capricious value 
for it, for the ſake of the perſon Who ve it him; 
for though it is not, ſaid he, worth fix -pence, 1 | 
* would willingly give a crown. to aur one-who would 
bring it me again. 
Kobinſon aniwered, * If 1 . you 1 
* nothing more to do but to ſigniiy your intention in 
* the priſon; and I am well convinced vou will not 
be nee * aining the of r 
2c ou 
This advice was W followed, and 
ſvccels, the merhedift pretently provecing tae — 
which, he ſaid, he had found, and thould. have re- 
turned it before; had he known the perſon to w 
it belonged; adding, with. uplifted eyes, that the 
Spirit would not ſuffer bim knowin ly to detain the 
goods of another, however inconſiderable the value 
was. Why ſo, friend?” ſaid Robinſon, Havre 
© I not heard you often ſay,” the wickeder any man 
* was, the better, provided be was what you call a 
c del Lou miſtake me, cries Cooper (for 
that was the name of the methodiſt) no man can be 
* wicked after he is poſſeſſed by-the ſpirit. There is 
a vide difference between the days of ſin, and be 
days of grace. I have been a ſinner myſelf. 
* believe thee,” cries Robinſon, with a ſneer. care 
R 0 8 what an atheiſt believes. 
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| fakes: for ſomewhat: elſe, by perſons who are not 
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«4 ſuppoſe you would inſinvate that I ſtole the ſuuff . 
4 box; but I value not your malice z the Lord knows 
my innocenee. He then walked off with the re- 
ward; and Booth turning to Robinſon, very earneſtly 
aſked pardon for his groundleſs ſuſpicion; which the 
other, without any heſitation, accorded him, ſaying, 
Lou never accuſed me, Sir; you ſuſpected tome 
_ ©, gawbler, with whoſe character I have no concern, 
I ſhould be angry with a friend or acquaintance who 
+ ſhould:give a haſty credit to any allegation againſt 
© me; but I have no reaſon to be offended with you 
for believing what the woman, and the raſcal who 

is juſt gone, aud who is committed here for a pick- 
pocket, which you did not perhaps know, told you 
to my diſadvantage. And if you thought me to be 
1 n you had juſt reaſon to ſuſpect any ill of 
: for I myſelf am conſined here by the per jury 
| of one of thoſe villains; who having cheated me 
of my money at play, and. heating that 1 intended 
to apply to a magiſtrate againſt him, Himſelf began 
« the attack, and obtained a warrant againſt me of 
* Juſtice Thraſher, who, without hearing * Gang 
in my defence, committed me to this place.“ 

Booth :teflified; great compaſſion at this | account; | 
and he having invited Robinſon to dinner, they ſpent 
that day togerher. In the afternoon Booth indulged 

bis ſriend with a game at cards; at firſt for. —.— 
- and afterwards for ſhillings, when fortune ſo favoured 
| Robinlon, that he did not leave the ar a bagie 

| ſhilling i in his pocket. A 


A ſurpriſing run of lack in a n is often 


be 4 - 7. 


over zealous belierers in the divinity of | fortune; 
I have known a ſtranger at Bath, who hath happened 

fortunately (I might almoſt ſay unfortunately): to-have 
four by honours in his hand almoſt every time he 
dealt, for a whole evening, ſhunned univerſaly by 
the whole company the next day. And certain it is, 
_ that Mr Booth, though of à temper very little incli- 
ned to ſuſpicion, began to waver in his opinion. whe- 
ther the character given by Mr Robinſon. of himſelf, 
E * une the others e e * truer. 
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In * wits hunger paid him a ſecond viſit; | 
— found him again in the ſame ſituation as before- 
After ſome deliberation, therefore, he reſolved to aſl. 
Robinſon to lend him a ſhilling or two of that money 
which was lately his own. And this experiment, he 
thought, would confirm him either in a ; good! or evi | 
opinion of that gentleman. © % 

To this demand, Robinſon infrered, e ris: 

alacrity, that he ſhould very gladly: have complied, 
had not fortune played one = her jade tricks with 
him: © for ſince my winning of you, ſaid he, I 
4 bave been ſtript not only of your money, but my 
* own' He was going to harangue farther; but 
Booth, with great indignation, turned from him. 
This poor [gentleman had very little time torres 
flect on his own miſery, or the raſcality, as it ap- 
red to him, of the other, when the ſame perſon, 
who had the day before delivered him the guinea from 
the unknown hand, again accoſted him, and told him 
a lady in the . houſe (fo he expreſſed nn delired, 
the favour of his company. 
Mr Booth immediately obeyed the ie and 
was conducted into a room in the priſon, where he 
was preſently convinced that Mrs Vincent w "yp 
* n * dr 1199 en ane 
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C Containing he ane bee We of Miſs Mat: 
| thews on her meeting with Booth, and ſome endea- 
,_ vours is prove, by reaſom and ef that it is ,“ 
Able fora a woman 'to appear to be” ders pee Joe really | ir 
nor. 


aur or nine years had paſt * any inter 
view between Mr Booth and Miss Matthews; 

and their meeting now in ſo extraordinary a Ree 

affected both of them with equal ſurpriſmſſGqGG. 


FFA 28 N . Bore we 


quainted Mr Booth, that having heard there wus a 
perſon in the priſon who knew her by che name of 


viacthews, * had great curiolity to * * 


— 


After ſome immateriab ceremonies, the lady ac= =O 


* bo 8 
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: not having eired to ſee him at that time, when ſhe 


— 


1 A M* * 1 1 „ Boot, 


| be was, Whereupom be had) been denn d A Glow 
tdbe window of the houſe; that ſhe immediately re- 


collected him, and being informed of his diſtreſsful 
ſituation, for which ſhe expreſſed great concern, the 


bad ſent him that guinea which he had received the 


day before; and then proceeded to excuſe herſelf for 


was under the greateſt diſorder and hurry of ſpirits. 
Booth made many handſome acknowledgments of 


ber favour ; and added, that he very little wondered 


at the diſorder of her ſpirits, concluding, that he was 


| heartily concerned at ſeeing ber ral 7 but Fate 


hes 3 ſaid 2 


V reg into an 
Agony of tears, ſhe cried out. * 0 captain, captain, 


many extraordinary things have paſt ſinoe laſt I ſaw 
22 © gracious: Heaven! did | ever expect that 
this would be the next place of our meeting? 


She then go, theyre into her chair, where ſhe 


gave à looſe to whilſt he, in the moſt 


affectionate and ee manner; tndeavoured- to ſooth 
and comfort ber; but paſſion itſelf did, probably, 


more for its own relief than all his friendly conſola - 
na Having vented tliis in a large flood of tears, 
ſhe became pretty well campoſed; but Booth unhap- 


pily mentioning her father, the again relapſed into an 
agony, and cried out, Why? why: will you repeat 


* the name of that dear man? I have diſgraced him, 
Mr Booth, I am unworthy the name of his daugh- 
©. ter.'—Here paſſion again anne. her, We and 


_ diſcharged elk in tears. 


After this ſecond vent of 8 Oc ſhame, or, io 
the reader pleaſes, of rage, ſhe once more recovered 
from her agonies. To ſay the truth, theſe are, I be- 
Heve, as eritical diſcharges of Nature, as any of thoſe 


- Which are ſo called by the phyſicians; and do more 


effectually relieve the mind than any remedies with 


which the 17 Materia ener, of e can 


lr N. 

When Mrs. Vincent had eas her ks 
the perceived Booth ſlanding filent,- 23 a mixture 
of concern and aſtoniſhment in his - countenance ; 
2 " then 


_ 
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then addreſſing herſelf to him with an air of moſt 
bewitching ſoftneſs, of which ſhe was a perfect mi- 
ſtreſs, ſhe laid, I do not wonder at your amazement, 
Captain Booth; nor indeed at the concern which 
« you ſo / plainly diſcover for me: for I | know the 
'* goodneſs of your nature; but, O Mr Booth! be- 

© lieve me, when you know what hath happened fince 
our laſt meeting, your concern will be raiſed, how- 
« ever your aſtomſ{hment'may ceaſe. O, Sir, you are a 
* ftranger.to the cauſe of my ſorrows. ea 


n 


1 
- ww - 


not believe what I have heard in the'/priſfon—ſurely 
* murder'—at which words ſhe ſtarted" from her chair, 
repeating, murder! Oh ] it is muſic in my ears. 
You have heard then the cauſe of my commitment, 
my glory, my delight, my reparaticn — Les, my 
old friend, this is the hand, this is the arm that 
drove the penknife to his heart. Unkind fortune! 
that not one drop of his blood reached my hand. 
Indeed, Sir, I would never have waſhed it from 
it —But though I have not the happineſs to ſee it 

on my hand, i have the glorious ſatisfaction of re- 


it forſake his cheeks. I ſaw him fall a martyr to 
my revenge. And is the killing a villain to be cal · 


« 
ly 
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t 
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call +t what it will, or puniſh me as it pleaſes .. 
Puniſh me !—no,' no- That is not iu the power of 
man not of that monſter man, Mr Booth.” 1am 
* undone, | am revenged, and have now no more bu- 
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Our poor gentleman. turned pale with horror at 
is ſpeech, and the ejaculation of Good Heavens! 

what do I hear! burſt ſpontuneouſly from his lips. 

Nor can we wonder at this, though he was the braveſt 

of men; for her voice, her looks, her zeZures, were 


digher perfection. 
OL, X. : : 145 


I hope I am, Madam, anſwered ne; « for I can- 


membering | ſaw it run in rivers on the floor; I'faw 


led murder? perhaps the law ealls it ſo.—Let ijt 


* lineſs for life; let them take it from me when they - 


roperly adapted to the ſentiments ſhe expreſſed. Such 
Indeed was her image, that neither could Shakeſpeare 
deſcribe, nor Hogarth paint, nor Clive act a fury in 
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What do vun bean reiterated ſhe. Fou hear 

2 the reſentment of the moſt injured of women. You 
have heard, you ſay, of the murder; but do you 
ko the cauſe, Mr Booth? have you, ſince your 
return to England, viſited that country where we 
formerly knew · one another? tell me, do you know 

my wretched ſtory ? tell me that, my friend“ 
Booth heſitated for an anſwer; indeed be bad 

. ſome imperfect ſtories, not much to her ad- 
vantage. She waited not till be had formed a ſpeech; 

; but cried, Whatever you may have heard, you can- 
4 not be acquainted with all the range accidents | 
* vhich have occaſioned your ſeeing mie in a place, 
which, at our laſt parting, was 2 ualikely that { 
ſhould ever have been found in; nor can you know 
the cauſe of all that I have utiered, and which, 1 
am convinced. you never expected to have heard 
from my month, If theſe.circumſtances be your 


curioſit x. I wil ſatisfy i it.“ $77, ine 95; Tp fo 
3 He anſwered, that curioſity. was too mean a wor 
= 20 expreſs. his ardent deſire of knowing her ſtory. 


Upon which, with very little previous ccremony, ſhe 
began to relate en muten in the e 
chapter. : 64 SPL $4 + 
But before we 8 an vis to * it may be nece ſ 
ſary to whiſper a word or two to the critics, who 
Shave, perhaps, begun to expreſs no lets aſtoniſhment 
«han Mr Booth, that à lady, in whom he had re- 
marked a moſt extraordinary power of diſplaying 
ſeoſtneſs, ſhould, the very next moment after the 
; words were out of her mouth, expreſs ſentiments be- 
coming the lips of a Dalila, Jezebel, Medea, Semi- 
ramis, Paryſatis, Tanaquil, Livilla; Meſſalina, Agrip- 
E pina, Brunichilde, Eltrida, Lady Macbeth, Joan df 
A Naples, Chriſtina of Sweden, Katharine Hays, Sarah 
4 Malcolm, Con. Phillips *, or any other heroine af 
the tender ex, which hiſtory, ſacred or profane, 
ancient or modern, falſe or true, hath recorded. 1 
Me deſire ſuch critics to remember, that it ae 
- ame Engliſh climate, in which, on the lovely {Lot 
of 9 55 under a ſerene ſky; the amorous Jacobite 
eg ut not leaſt. | e 
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tiſſing the odoriferous zephyr's breath, gathers a 
zoſegay of white roſes ts deck the whiter breaſt of 
elia; and in which, on the 11th of June, the very 
ext day the boiſterons Boreas, roufed by the hollow 
under, ruthes horrible through the air, and driving 
ae wet tempeſt before him, levels the hope of the 
uſbandman with the earth, dreadful remembrance. 
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d of the conſequences. of the Revolution ! © 
- Again, let it be remembered, that it is the ſelf- ſame 
* elia, all tender, ſoft, and delicate; who with 'a 


voice, the ſweetneſs of which: the Sirens. might envy, 

arbles the ' harmonious ſong in praiſe of the young. 
adventurer; and again, the next. day, or, perhaps 
the next hour, with fiery eyes, wrinkled brows, and. 
foamipg lips, roars forth treaſon and nonſenſe in a 
political argument with. ſome fair one, of à different. 
wieciples 5s eget 
Or, if the critic. be + Whig, and conſequently diſ- 
likes ſuch kind of ſimilies, as being tov. favourable to 
Jacobitiſm, let him -be. contented. with the following 
ory: e e e 7 potent 40 * 
I happened in my youth to fit behind two: ladies in 

a ſide box at a play, where, in the balcony on the op- 
polite fide was placed the inimitable B——y C—-s, 
company with a young fellow of no very formal, 
or indeed ſober, appearance. One of tbe ladies, L 
remember, ſaid to the other Did you ever ſee any 
re- thing look ſo modeſt and ſo innocent as that girl 
over the way ?. what pity it is ſuch a creature ſhould 
be in the way of ruin, as Lam afraid ſhe is, by her 
being aloe with that young fellow!' Now this, 
mi- lady was no bad phy ſiognomiſt; for it was impoſſible 
to conceive a greater appearance of modeſty, inno- 
cence and ſimplicity, than what nature had. diſplayed 
2 the countenance of that girl; and yet, all appear - 

ances, notwithitanding, I myſelf (remember, critic, | 
it was in. my youth) had a ſew mornings. before ſeen. . 
that very identical picture of all thoſe engaging. qua- 
the Uties in bed with a rake at a bagnio, Imoaking to- 
och acco, drinking punch, talking obſcenity, and ſwear- 
ing and curſing with all che impudence and impiety 
che loweſt and moſt abandoned trull of a ſoldier. 
| | D CHAP. 
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5 In which Mifs Matihews beging ber hiſtory. g 
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| M ISS Matthews having barred the door on the 

- 'Vi infide, as ſecurely as it was before barred on 
the outſide, proceeded as follows: ee 

* You may imagine, I am going to begin my 

* hiſtory at, the time when you left the country; but 

«1 cannot help reminding you of ſomething which 

happened before. You will ſoon recolle the inci- 

dent; but | believe. you little know the conſequence | 

either at that time or ſince. Alas! I could keep a 

 * ſecret then: now 1 have no ſecrets; the world 

© © knows all; and it is not worth my while to conceal. 

any thing. Well !—You will not wonder, I be- 

. * heve. —I proteſt I can hardly tell it you even 

nov. But I am convinced you have too good an 

© opinion of yourſelf to be ſurpriſed at any conquelt 

you may have made. Few men want that good 

3 opinion — and perhaps very few had ever more rea- 

A * ſon for it. Indeed, Will, you was a charming fel- 

Alo in thoſe days; nay, you are not much altered 

for the worſe now, at leaſt in the opinion of ſome 
women: for your eomplexion and features are 

| much more- maſculine than they were.“ Here 

Booth made her a low bow, moſt probably with a 

F compliment; and after a little heſitation, ſhe” again 

. Proceetied ——* Do you remember a conteſt which 

happened at an aſſembly, betwixt myſelf and Miſs 

5 © Jobnſon, about ſtanding uppermoſt ? you was then 

| my partner; and young Williams danced with the 

- © other lady. The particulars are not now worth 

| © mentioning, though I ſuppoſe you have long fmce 

forgot them. Let it ſuffice that you ſupported my 

claim, and Williams very ſneakingly gave up that 

of his partner, who was, with much difficulty; af- 

- © terwards prevailed on to dance with him. You' ſaid, 

A am ſure I repeat the words exactly, that you 

« would not for the world affront” any lady there ; 


— 


— 


x but that you thought you might, without any ſuch 
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© danger, declare, ee cba i e ase 
« which that lady, meaning your humble ſervant. 
was not worthy of the uppermoſt. place; nor will 
I, ſaid you, ſuffer the firſt duke in England, when 
ſhe is at the uppermoſt end of the room, and 
« bath called her dance, e Rr OO 
her. | 
218 Win ade hie ee lea äng t e mas, 
that I ſecretly. hated Miſs Johnſon. Will you have 
the reaſon? why then, I will tell you honeſtly, the 
was my vival;——that word perhaps aſtoniſhes you, 
* as you never, I believe, | heard of any one who 
made his addreſſes to me; and indeed my heart 
© was, till that night, entirely indifferent to all man- 
© kind. I mean then, that ſhe was. my rival for 
« praiſe, for beauty, for dreſs, for fortune, and con- 
«. ſequently for admiration. My triumph on this 
© conquelt is not to be (expreſſed, any more than my. 
« delight in the perſon to whom I chieſfy owed it. 
© The former, I fancy, was viſible to the whole 
company; and ] deſired it ſhould be ſo: but the 
latter was ſo well concealed, that no one, I am 
confident, took any notice of it. And yet you ap- 
< peared to me that night to be an angel. Lon 
0 1 , you: a, RY —_ 
c ed me... 
Good kiansens 1» criesBoath,:* is it poſſble . 
* ſhould do me ſo much unmerited honour, and I 
* ſhould be dunce . eee rden, 
* ſymptom ! FT Ts. 7 "REAR 
6 1 aſfure you,” nenn ſhe,.. « 1-did.all:I-could | 
to prevent you; and yet I almoſt hated you fr 
not ſeeing through what I ſtrove. to hide. Why, 
Mr Booth, was you not more quick-fighted ?—— 
I will anſwer for you - your affections were more 
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at bhappily diſpoſed to a much better woman than 
it. * myſelf, . whom yon married ſoon aſterwards. 
d, « ſhould aſk you for her, Mr Booth; I ſhould. have 

" © aſked\ you for her beſte; but I am unworthy; of, 
e3 a aſking, far her, or of calling her my acquaintance.“ 
ch 


N W her ſhort, ebe was running into 
17 3 | | D 3 another 
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e of paſſion, andidenind thed>t> .omit / al 
former matters, and acquaint him with that part of 
ber hiſtory, to which he was an entire ſtranger. 
5 Sdbe then renewed her diſcourſe as follows: Yow 
% know, Mr Booth, I ſoon afterwards left that town, 
upon the death of my her, and return- 
ed home to my father's houſe; where I had not 
been long arrived before ſome troops: of dragoons 
came to quarter in the neighbourhood. Among 
© the officers, there was a cornet, whoſe. deteſted 
name was Hebbers; a name I could ſcarce repeat, 
I © had 1 not at the ſame time the pleaſure to reflect 
5 that he is now no more. My father you” know, 
% - who is a hearty well-wiſher Pa Oe preſent. govern- 
ment, uſed always to invite the officers to his 
© houſe; ſo did he theſe. Nor was it long before 
5 this cornet, in ſo particular a manner recommend - 
. «ed himſelf to the poor old gentleman (I cannot 
t think of him without tears), that our houſe became 
his principal habitation; and he was rarely at his 
quarters, unleſs when his ſuperior officers obliged 
bim to be there. I ſhall ſay nothing of his perion, 
nor could that be any recommendation to a man; 
it was ſuch, however, as no woman could have 
made an objection to. Nature had certainly wrapt 
up her odious work in a moſt beautiful covering; 
To ſay the truth, be was the :handſomeſt man, 
except one only, that I ever ſaw -I aſſure you, 
1 hase ſeen a handſomer - but — well. He: had 
8 befides all the qualifications of a gentleman; was 
<1 gentee}, and extremely polite ; ſpoke French well, 
and ö recem- 
©, mended him to my father, was his ſkill in muſic, 
of which, you know, that dear man was the moſt 
violent lover. 1 with he was not too ſuſceptible 
-"_ Matrery on that head; for I have heard Heb- 
bers often greatly. commend my father's. perſor- 
mance, and have obſerved, that the good man 
vas wonderfully pleaſed With ſuch commendations. 
3 the truth, it is the 2 way * can ac- 
ne. A 
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-- facher-cqnecived fang this-peripiac; Arbe ia 
« that he at laſt became = part of ove family.” 566-7 
This very circumſtance; , which, as I am con 
„ vinced, Grongiy recommended hies io my father, . 
had the very contrary effect with me; 1 
any delight in muſic, and it was not without much 
« difficulty. I was prevailed on to learn to play on 
« the harpſichord, ia which 1 had made a very flen- 
der progreſs. - As this man, therefore, was fre- 
« quently: the -occaſion of my being impostuned to 
« play againſt my will, I began to entertain ſome. 
« diſlike for him on that account; and as to his perſon, 
Lees you, I long continued to: look on ic n 
indifference. 
. How will the-art-of this mn appear te 
you preſently, who. had ſufficient: addreſs to con- 
vert that very circumſtance: which had! at-firſt oc- 
caſioned my diſlike, into the firſt ſeeds of affection 
for him o 
Jou have often, I ene heard: u ſider; Rey — 
Tr 3 
© beſt. performer in the whole country. 
was the fartheſt in the world from 
« this perfection of hers with en vy In reality, 
© haps, 1 deſpiſed all perfection of this kind ; at ſea aſt. 
© as. ] had neither ſkill nor ambition to excel this 
way, e or re ago, 
eee. r 341 

+ Hebbers firſt put this . 
+ He took great pains to. perſuade; me, that l- had 
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much greater abilities of the”mulſical-kind than my. 
a- * ſiſter; and that I might with the greateſt caſe; 
c. if 1 pleaſed. excel her; offering me, at the fame 
& 0 time, his aſſiſtance, if 1 would reſdlve co undertake | 
le . | a 
b- © When he had falciently inflamed my ambition, | 
- * in which perhaps he found too little difficulty, the ; 
in * continual praiſes of my ſiſter, which before I had 


* diſregarded, became more and more ' nauſeous in 
* my ears; and the rather as ' muſic being the favou- 
* rite paſſion of my ſather, I became apprehenſive 
a r biats from Hebbers of tha 
0 by * naturet. | 
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in his favour. +1136 fag: 8 
; RP my harpſichord, then, L applied myſelf ni 

1 and day, with ſuch induſtry. and attention, 
* + ſoon began to perform in a tolerable manner. I 
do not abſolutely ſay I excelled my ſiſter; for many 
T vere of a different opinion; ens} Tome 5 

de ſome partiality in all that. 5 

4 Hehbers, at leaſt, declared bimſelf on my ſide; 
_ * and nobody could doubt his judgment. He aflert- 
«ed openly, that I played in the better manner of 
the two; and one day, when I was playing to him 
alone, he affected to burſt inta a rapture of admi- 
ration, and ſqueezing me gently by the hand, ſaid, 
There, Madam, I now declare you excel your: ſiſter 
' © as much in muſie as, added he, in a whiſpering ſigh, 
ou do * all che neee vv every other 
2 charm. a 1511 22 ** 003, iti 
No its can bear any Aeg in — 
«thing the defires: to excel in. I now began to hate 
dall che admirers of my ſiſter, to be uneaſy at every 

” © commendation beſtowed on her {kill in muſic, and 

5 + confequently to love eee eee weer vf v 

© which be gave to mine. 

1 „It was now that I. th pee Rows" 
© ſome-perfon of Hebbers with pleaſure. And here, 
Mr Booth; I will betray to you the grand ſecret 

4 of our ſex. Many women, I believe, do, with 
great innocence, and even with great indifference, 
t converſe with men of the fineſt perſons; but this, 
. + am confident, may be affirmed with truth, thut, 
hen once a woman comes to aſk this queſtion os 

- * Herſelf; 1 is the man whom l like for. ſome: other 
+-reaſon, handſome ? ber fate, and his to, very 
55 er wr ur on her anſwering in the aſhrma- 

. tive. *. 3 

ET... Rae ee ee bed ieee hei 

D impreſſion on my heart, ef which, I am ſatisfied; 

I gave him teo undeniahle tokens, than he affect- 

e ed, on a ſudden, to ſhun me in the molt apparent 

| © manner.” He wore the e 6 gion in my 
bh: ä . his dejected looks 

| 2 * Ss * . 3 * rely 
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firmly perſuaded me, that there was ſome-ſecver | 
<' ſorrow labouring in his boſom; nor will it be dif- ; 
« Fcult for you to imagine. to. what cauſe I imputed 94 
© it. 

„ Whilſt 1 was wilhing for his declaration of 2 

« paſſion, in which, 1 thought, I could not be miſta- 

05 1 and at the ſame. time, trembling, whenever we 
met, with the apprehenſion of this very declaration, 

« the widow Carey came from London to make us 
. 1 . ne to. ſtay che whole ſummer at our 

* hovle.. 

+ Thoſe who. know. Mrs. Carey, will a think 
do her an injury, in ſaying, ſhe is far from. bein 

< handſome: and yet ſhe is as Hniſhed a coquette as © 

© ſhe had the higheſt beauty to ſupport that charader. 
But, perhaps, you have ſeen her; and if you have, 
I am convinced: you will . ſubſcribe to ** 
opinion.? 
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5 e anſwered, he had not; and then-he gu. 
c <3 as in the fallowing chapter, £ 
4 4 8 
4 HA N vr. | 
— * 171 
The biftory of Miſs Matthews continued. $79 
| * 


I young lady bad not Hook, three: days 
with us, beſore Hebbers grew ſo particular 
, with her, that it was generally obſerved; and my 
poor father, who, 1] believe, loved the cornet as 
© if if he had been bis ſon, began to jet on the c- 
© fon, as one who would not be dſpleaſed at throw: | 
ing a good jointure into the arms of his friend. 
; You will eaſily gueſs, Sir, the [diſpoſition of my 
mind on this oecaſion; but L was not permitted 
to ſuffer long under it; for one day when Heb- 
bers was alone with me, he took an opportunity 
Hof expreſſing. his abhorrence at the thoughts of 
* marrying. for intereſt, contrary to his inclinations. 
vas warm on the ſobject, and I believe, went ſo 
© far as to ſay, that none but fools and villains did ſo: 
He replied, with a figh, Yes, Madam, but what 
A 9 N think of a man whoſe heart is "bile 
* 


* 
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% 
-  <©-while" bleeding for another woman, to whom be 
would willingly” ſacrifice the world; but becauſe 
he muſt ſacrifice her intereſt as well as his owns 
never durſt even give her a hint of that paſhon 
_ ©. which was preying on his very vitals? do you 
believe, Miſs Fanny, there is ſuch a wreteh on 
earth? I anſwered, with an aſſumed coldneſs, I 
did not believe chere was. He then took we 
—</pently by the hand, and with a look fo tender, 
that I cannot deſcribe it, vowed he was himſelf 
that wretch. Then ſtarting, as if conſcious of "an 
S error committed, he eried with & faultering voice, 
What am 1 ſaying? pardon me, Miſs Fanny; ſince 
* 1 beg only your pity; I will never aſl for more. 
© At: theſe words, hearing my father eoming up, 
— betrayed myfelf entirely, if, indeed, I had not 
done it before. T haſtily withdrew my hand, 
derping, Huſh, for Heaven's ſake, my father is jult 
__ © epming in; my bluſhes, e and my aecent 
> © telling him, I ſuppoſe, all Fa he *wiſhed"t0 
. 4 ow... 

A few days. now brought 3 to leech 
© ciſement between us; the being WN in. 
hat had given me fo much vneafineſs; gave me 
* a pteaſure too ſweet to be refilted. To triumph 
Aver the widow, for whom 1 had, in a very ſhort 
time, -contraQed: a moſt inveterate hatred, was 2 

pride not to be deſeribed: Hebbers a ppeared to 
me to be the cauſe of all this happineſs. I doubted 
not but that he had the moſt diſintereſted paſſion for 
me, and thought him every way worthy of its 
return. I did return it. _ wants {wy pc my 
* lover. 15 ib 3 

e ene the eval; bende of my 
«© father's: ſuſpicion, though Fam convinced: thefe 
were cavfſeleſs, had his deſigns been honourable. 
| To blind theſs, F conſented that he ſhould carry 
A Jon ſham- addreffes to the - widow, Who was now 
.©. a conſtant jeſt between us: and be pretended, 
from time to time, to acquaint me faithfully with 
f every thing that paſſed: at his inter vie ws with her; 
or was * „ wanting in a 
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of the deceit... She carried berſelf to me all the | 
« while with a ſhew of affection, and pretended. to 
have the utmoſt friendſhip} for me. But ſuch are 
the ſriendſhips of omen! 

At this remark, Boeth, though enough affected 
at ſome parts of the Rory, had great difficulty to 
refrain from laughter. ; but, by good Juek,: he eſcaped 
being — a and the lady went on without, * 
terruption A ail n 
C1 am come now: to a Pert af y nareative; in 
«+ which it is impoſſible to be particular, without 
being tedious; for as to the commerce between 
* lovers, it. is, I believe, much the ſame in all caſes, 
and there is, perhaps, ſcarce a dangle phraſe that 
© hath not been repeated ten millions of times. 
One ching, however, as I ſtrongly remarked ĩt 
* then, ſo I will repeat it to vn now. In all our 
6 mr in moments when he fell into the 
warmeſt raptures, and expreſſed the greateſt un- 
eaſineſs at the delay of his joys, he ſeldom men- 
tioned the word marriage; and never once ſolicited 
a day for that purpoſe. Indeed women cannot be 
cautioned too much againſt ſuch lovers: for tho 
4 have heard, and perhaps truly, of ſome of our ſex 
of a virtue ſo exalted, that it is proof againſt every 
6 temptation; yet the generality, I am afraid, are 
too much in the power of a man to hem they 
+ have owned an affection. What is called being 
upon a good footing; is perhaps, being upon a very 
dangerous one; and 4, woman who. bath given her 
conſent to erz enn hardly be ſaid to be ae a. 
* ſhe is married. . 

And now, Sir; 4 haſten wo che period of ay ruin. 
We had a wedding in our family ;, my muſical 
< ſiſter was married to a young fellow as muſical 
* as herſelf, Such a match, you may be fure, 
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Mx Booth, ſhall modeſiy forbid me to remark 


4 


* do I mention | modeſty, Who have no pretenſions 
to it? every thing was ſaid, and practiſed, on 


: hat n as it the purpoſe a da in- 


9 
wo 
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amongſt other, feltivities, muſt. have à ball. Oh 


* to you what. paſt on that occaſion}. but Wx 
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* dane the wind oc very woman Feen That 
effect, I freely on to you, it had with me. Mu- 
_ © fic, dancing, wine, and the moſt luſeious conver- 
* ſation, in which my poor dear father innocently 


* joined, "raiſed ideas in me of - which 1 ſhall- . | 


V ever” repent; and 1 wiſhed (why ſhould 1 deny 
2 * it” had been my weh ding, inſtead of "wy 


+ The-vitlaia Hebbers danced. with me A 
and he loſt no opportunity of nr * . 
ſion. In ſhort, the dreadful evening 5 

father, though it was a very — bing with - 
+ ie, grew intoxicated" with liquor ;/ atolt « of the 
men were in the ſame condition; nay, I myſelf 
* drank more than Las accuſtomed to, enough to 
_* inflame, though not to diſorder. I Joſt my foriner 
bed fellow, my ſiſter, and, — you may, I think, 

gueſs the reſt, the villain found means to fieal to 
my chamber, and I was undone. ; ©; 
o months I paſſed in this- deteſted commerce, 
© buying, even then, my guilty, half: taſted plea- 
* ſares at too dear a rate, with continual horror and 
„ apprebenfion': but what have I paid ſince, what 
do l pay now, Mr Booth? O may my fare ben 
warning to every woman to keep her innocence, 
to reſiſt every temptation, fince ſhe is certain to 


-  »" repent of the fooliſh bargain May it be a warn 


ing to her to deal with mankind with care and 
* caution; to ſhun the leaſt approaches of ditho- 
*--nour, and never to confide too much in the hone- 
<\fty df a man, nor to her on ſtrength, where ſhe 
© has fo much at ſtake: let her remember ſhe walks 
© I; and the "bottomleſs pit is to receive 
© her, if \ the re; nay, if ſhe" makes but one Falſe 
15 
15 alk your pardon, Mer. Booth, — dived) 
* ſpared theſe exhortations, ſince no woman hears 
me; bat you will not eng gr W ng 
on this occaſion? 1 
Booth declared be was much more ſurpriſed: at her 
being able ſo well to e e ET: | 
ms Ps 
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Chap. 8. AMELT A 
„O Sir.” anfwered-ſhe, 4 


Kee a ones hd 


1 
« fiace I die revenged. I am not 
< wretches who can fit down 


"© fortunes. If I ever ſhed 
will 


| « of indignation—bor'l a 4 
cis; —— ro LS and 1 
«failed not to: do it in moſt earneſt manner. 


4 He anſwered me at firſt with procraſtiaations, de- 
«  claring, from time to time, he would mention it 
© to my father, - and ſtill excuſing himſelf for nor 
doing it. At laſt he thought on an expedient to 
© obtain a longer reprieve. This was by pretend- 
* ing-thas-he: ankd, in 2a very few weeks,” be pre- 
© ferred to the command of a troop ; and then, he 
«. ſaid he could n e confidence propoſe the 
match. 
In this . I was verknded to acquieſce; and 
" © was indeed pretty eaſy; for I had not yet the leaſt 
miſtruſt of his honour; but what words can paint 
* my ſenſations ! when one morning he came into my 
room, with all the marks of dejection on his coun - 
* tenance, and throwing an open letter on the table, 
< ſaid, There is news, Madam, in that letter, which 1 
* am unable to tell yon; nor can it give you more 
concern than it hath given me. | | 
- © This letter was from bis captain, to-'aequaint. 0 
< him, that the rout, as they call it, was arrived, and 
4 that they were to march within two days. And 
* this I am fince convinced was what he expected, 
* inſtead of the preferment which had been _ 
the pretence of delaying our marriage. | 
ye ſhock which-1 felt at reading this was in- Y 
« expreſſible, occaſioned indeed principally by the de-. 
parture of a villain whom I loved. However, I ſoon 
* acquired ſufficient preſence of mind to remember 
the main poigt; and I now inſiſted P 
on his making me immediately bis wite, whatever 
might be the conſequence. f 
+ He ſeemed thunderfiruck at this propoſal, — 
1 ſuppoſe, deſtitute of any excuſe: but 1 was too | 


< impatient. to wait for an anſwer, and -cried ont 
Vor. X. 5 "2 


9 - a 4 vey ann Met, 
4 4 3 - 
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moment upon this matter Heſitate ! Madam re- 
* plied he—what you aſk is im 


fell into a rage little ſhort of madneſs. Tell not 
me, I cried, of impoſſibilities, nor times, nor of 


my father,. — my honour, my reputation, my all are 


at ſtake. I will have no excuſe, no delay - make 
me your wife this inſtant, or I vill proclaim you 
over the face of the whole earth for the greateſt of 
„ villains.——He- anſwered, with a kind of ſneer; 


What will you proclaim, Madam ?—whoſe honour 
will you injure ?---My tongue faultered when. I of- 
* fered to reply, and I fell into a violent agony, 


which ended in a fit; nor do I remember any 4 
more that paſſed, till I found alt in the arms 


5M en affrighted father. - | 
4.0, Mr Booth! what was then my ſituation 1 1 


s tremble even now from the reflection. I muſt 


ol ſtop a moment. I can go no farther.' Booth at- 


tempted all in his power to ſoothe her; an e 
won recovered her pawns; Wee in her 


„n . To 


In which M. iſt Matthews concludes ber relation.” 


EFORE I had recovered my ſenſes, l had 
> 8 ſufficiently betrayed myſelf to the beſt of men, 
ho, inſtead of upbraiding me, or exerting any 
anger, endeavoured to comfort me all he 1 * 
veith aſſurances that all ſhould yet be well. | This 
5 Kd eee of his affected me with inexpreſſible ſen- 

t 


ions: 1 proſtrated myſelf before him, embra- 


c ced and kiſſed his knees, and almoſt diſſolved in 


tears, and a degree of tenderneſs hardly to be con- 
s ceived. —But I am rene into too minute de- 
Des ſcriptions. 198 VE 
Hebbers abt me in a fit, had left me, 0 | 
* ſent one of the ſervants to take care of me. He 

* "then ran away. like a * from che houſe, 3 — | 
| out 


—— 


„Lich auch eagerneſs, Sure you cannot heſitate 4 . 


is this a time - | 
for me to mention a thing of that kind to your fa- 


ther? My eyes were now opened all at once—T 


— 
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* out takin his leave of my father, or once thank» 

ing him how all his civilicies. He did not ſtop at 
« his quarters, but made directiy for London, appre- 

« henſive, 1 believe, either of my father or brother's 
*: reſentment ;: for I am convineed he is a coward: 
| © [ndeed/his fear of my brother was utterly ground- 
_ © Jeſs; for I believe he would rather have 8 
6 any man who had deſtroyed me; and I am fore E 
. © am not in the leaſt behind-hand wich bim in good 

wiſhes. 

8 ＋ All his dene to me had, however, no ef- 
© fect on my father, at leaſt at that time; for 
though the good man took ſufficient occaſions to 
< reprimand me for my paſt offence, . he eould not 
be brought te abandon. me. A treaty of marriage 
was now ſet on foot, in which my father himſelf 
offered me to Hebbers, with à fortune ſuperior to 
that which bad been given to my ſiſter; nor could 


all my brother's reonſtrances againſt ir, as an 90 Fe 


of the higheſt injuſtice, avail,” 
_ © Hebbers entered into the treaty, though not ith 
much warmth. He bad even the affurance to make 
additional detnands on my father; which being com- 
+ plied with, every thing was concluded, and the vil- 
* lain once more received into the honſe. He ſobm 
found means to obtain my forgivenneſs of his former 
© behaviour ; indeed he convinced me, ſo: fooliſhly 
© blind is female lore, that he had never been 7 
blame. 
When every thing was. maidy' for” e | 
and the day of the ceremony was to be appointed,” | 
in the midſt of my happineſs, I received a letter from 
an unknown hand, aequainting me (gueſs; Mr Booth, 
how I was ſhocked at receiving it) that Mr Hebbers 
* was already married to a morn achpd 
of the kingdom. 

t. will not tire you with all that paſt at our next 
interview. 1 communicated the letter to Heb- _ 
bers, who, after ſome little heſitation, owned the 
x fad; and not only owned it, but had the addreſs | 
to improve it to his own advantage, to make it 
; | the means of "2" me concerning all his for- 

© mer 


* 


7 | 
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z which, to ſay the truth. 1 was not + 


- 
* 2 K 


into the moſt violent diſorders; yer when I 
e à little to myſelf, be bad no 


ot * the moſt ardent and ungovernable Jove. | 
1 And there i ws, I believe, no crime: which a woman | 
ill not forgive, when ſhe can (derive it from that 
* 2 fountain. I mort, 1 forgave him all, and am 
| willing to perfuade myſelf I am not weaker than 
© the FA of my ſer. Indeed, Mr Booth; he hattr - 
a bewitching tongue, and is maſter of an addreſs 
1 © that no woman could refit. I do aſſure you, the 
1 * charms of his perſon are his leaſt yerſpRion, « leaſt 
9 el es. FED 
Booth filed, bt bern omen ber perl s 
= 4 A freſh” Affientey: '{eentinued we) now bo 
This was to excuſe the delay of the ceremony to 
d my father, who every day very earneſtly urged- it. 
„This made me ſo very uneaſy, chat I at laſt liſtened 
eto a propoſal, which if any one, in the days of 
< my innocence, or even a: few days before, had aſ- 
_ ©. ſured me I could have ſubmitted to have thought 
4 of {ſhould hive treated the ds manger with the 
_ © higheſt conte and indi ion; nay, I fcafce re- 
F leck on it — — — hc aſtoniſhment. 
"I In ſhort, I agreed to run away with him. To leave 
| e my father, my reputation; every thing - which was 
* or dught co ave been dear to me, and to tive 
4 with this villain as a nen. ſince [ e n 


Wide Srv unn ot ine kigheft- wat 
obligar t an 


ele hl 
* tendereſt kind, and 1 not reaſon to expect 


C | 
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Chap. 9. 
„ Lui ee r it ar tb} 


* for what is-thers, of a woman; worth relating; alter 


« what I have told you? 


AMWELVA. 4 


Above a year I lived with this min-is an | 


* by him, whom Heaven, I nn it, hath been pleaſed 
to take to itſel. 

During many mouths he behaved to me with all 
© the apparent tenderneſs, and even fondneſs imagi- 
nable; but alas! how poor was. my. enjoyment of 
this, compared to what it would have been in an- 
other ſituation ! When he was preſent, life was bare- 
ly tolerable ; but when he was abſent, nothing could 
equal the miſery [ endured. I paſſed my hours al- 


deſpiſed, would conſort with'me. Abroad I ſcarce 
ever went, leſt I ſhould meet any of my former ac- 


good qualities: but how much beneath me was it to 
be the companion of a creature ſo low | O heavens! 
* when I have ſeen my-equals glittering in a fide-boz, 
$ 2 have the thoughts of my lot honour torn wy 
s PP; i 10 70 


. Perdam ee dens Madam,” . Dovak; © for in- 
© terrupting you; but I am under the utmoſt anxiety 


to know what became of your poor father, for whom 


_ * I have fo great a reſpect, and who, I am convinced, 5 
© © mult ſo bitterly feel your loſs.“ / 
0 Mr Booth, anſwered ſhe, be was ſcarce 
© ever out of my thoughts. His dear image ſtill ob- 


* truded itſelf into my mind, and I believe would 
* have broken my heart, had I not taken a very 

* prepoiterous way to eaſe myſelf. I am indeed al- 
* moſt aſhamed to tell you; but neceflity put it in 


my head. Lou will think the matter too trifling 
to have been remembered, and ſo it ſurely was; 


* nor ſhould 1 have remembered it on any other oc- 


15 * * muſt know then, Sir, that my bro- 
E z ther 


moſt entirely alone: for no company, but what 1 


"A court in London, during which time I had a child oF 


quaintance; for their ſight would have plunged a 
thouſand daggers in my ſoul. My only diverſion 
was going very ſeldom to a play, where I hid myſelf 
in the gallery, with a daughter of the woman of the 
_ * houſe. A girl, indeed, _ good ſenſe, and many 
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4 We wee pee e 
as fond of — y 7 1h -He once prevailed - with my 


, oY father to let him take my ſiſter wich him in the cha- 


« riot, and by that means I was diſappointed of going 
5. to a ball which I had ſet my heart on. The diſap- 
[2 pointment, I aſſure you, was great at the time; but 
I had long ſince forgotten it. I muſt have been a 
ny very bad woman, if I had pot; for it was the only 
5, thing in which I-can remember that my father ever 
diſobliged me. However, I now revived this in my 


| ©, mind, which I artificially worked up into ſo high an 


injury, that I aſſure you it; afforded me no little 


n comſort. When any tender idea intruded into my 


0 boſom, I immediately raiſed this phantom of an in- 
jury in my imagination, and it conſiderably. leſſened 


t the fury of that ſorrow Which 1 ſhould 0 others 


- wiſe 2 for the loſs of 3 a father; who 
+ 2 within a few months * departure n 
c m Np 
And now, Sir, to draw to A 51 540 ig One 
« night as I was in the gallery at Drury-Lane plays 
| « houſe, 1 ſaw below me, in a y ee (ſne Mas 


once below me in every place) that widow whom I 


mentioned to you before I had ſcarce caſt my 


eyes on this woman, before I was ſo. ſbocked with 3 


« the fight, that it_almoſt deprived me of my ſenſes; 


© for the villain Hebbers e (eee in, and ſeated 
£ himſelf behind her. 


SFT ͤ u 


e believed him to be at his quarters in Yorkſhire 


© Gueſs what were my ſenſations, when L beheld him 


„fitting by that baſe woman, and galking' to her 


with the utmoſt familiarity. I could Ar lang 
© endure this fight; and having acquainted 


my 
58 Ve en 1 was taken 3 ＋ I forced 


55 be viſit from the en the houſe, wha, after 4 
| Wins LW * n * og had | 


+ heard from the captain, 
< ſee him? I had not ſtrength or ſpirits to make 
her any anfwer; and ſhe proceeded thus: Indeed 


«ihe My r an officer of the army, as 
well as himſelf : end abs banks bs a little low in 


. trample on a body. 1 defy the world to ſay as I 
©. ever was guilty of an ill ching. Por Heaven's 
- * ſake, Madam, ſays I, what do you mean? Mean! 


* cries ſhe, I am ſure if J had not thought you! had 
been Captain Hebbers's lady, his lawful lady too, 


you ſhould never have fet footing in my houſe; 
I would have Captain Hebbers know, that though 
© I am reduced to let lodgin L never have en- 


« tertained any but perſons. of character. n this 


manner, Sir, ſhe ran on, ſaying many — 

_ © things not worth repeating, till my anger at Ha 
get the better of my patience as enn ſorrow, 
and I puſhed her out of the room. bak £1 
_- © She had not been long gont deere ber ne 
ter came to me, and after many expreſſions of 


tenderneſs and pity acquainted me, that her mo 
ther had juſt found out, by means of the ca BS 


* ſervant, that the captain was married to another 

=) lady; which if you did not know before, Madam, 

„ ſaid ſhe, Lam br to be RR —_— 

news. 

- + Think, Mr EF hogs 8 An ee ee 

0 fee myſelf. humbled before fuch- a creature ne 
this, the daughter of a woman who lets 
_ © ings! however, having recollected myſelf a 


.ſo this. to be one of the beſt-natured, 
and moſt ſenſible. girls in the world, L reſolved td 
tell her my whole ffory, and for the future to 
make her my confidant. 1 anſwered her, there - 
fore, with a good deal of aſſurance, that ſhe need 
not regret telli e 
had known it before I came to her houſe. 4 
Pardon me, Madam, rh 


replied tha girl, you cans 
e polibly, have known. it fo long: for he bath 
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u, and when I expeRted to 


*-I thought it would be in vain 5 5 


3 


the world, + am ſure that is no reaſon ſor folks to 
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& © not been bee 
i firſt time of his appearing in publia with his wife at 
the play. Indeed, I knew very well the cauſe of 
your uncaſineſs there; but would not mention— 
. His wife at the play anſwered I ei: what. 
5. wiſe l whom do you mean? 
I mean the widow Carey, Madam, replied: ſhe; 
© to whom the captain was married a few days fince. 
+ His ſervant was here laſt night to pay for * 
lodging; and he told it my mother. | 
1 know not what anſwer I made, or wherdier 2 
made any; I preſently fell dead on the floor, and 
* jt was with difficulty I was brought back ts 
* life by the poor girl: for neither the mother, nor 
the wn of the houſe, would lend me any aſſiſtance, 
3 both ſreming uo gegend ne rather as > maplter thart 
| © a woman. - 2 
.--.* Scarce had I recovered the uſe of my ſenſes; when 
©] received a letter from the villain, declaring he 
© had not aſſurance to ſee my face, and very kindly 
adviſing me to endeavour to reconcile myſetf to my 
« family; concluding” with an offer, in caſe I did 
q ſucceed, to allow me twenty pounds a- year 10 f | 
me in ſome remote part of the kingdom. 
need not mention my indignation at theſe pro - 
* poſals. In the bigheſt agony of rage, I went in 
aà chair to the deteſted houſe, where I eafily gor 
. acceſs to the wretch I had devoted to deſtruction, - 
* whom I no ſooner found within my reach, than I 
plunged a drawn penknife, which I. had prepared 
in my pocket. for the purpoſe, into his accurſed 
- © heart. For this fact I was immediatly ſeized, an 
LY Goon after committed hither; and for this fag | am 
| ready to die, and ſhall, wich ren receive the 
ſentence of the law. 4 
Thus, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 4 eekited: to > you my 
d * unhappy Rory; and if 1 have tired your patience, 
by dwelling too long on thoſe parts which affected 
* m the molt, Faſk-your:pardon.”. 2 
Booth made a proper ſpeech on this Seren, . 
and e yo much | 


. 


& * 6 » : 
* = : +. ? 


* 
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fituation, 3 that he hoped ber ſentence would | 


be milder than ſhe ſeemed-to expect. ö 
| Her reply 40 this was full ef fo moch birternals- 
and indignation, that we do not think proper to re- 
cord the ſpeech at length; in which, having vented 
her paſſion, the all at once put on à ſerene counte- 
nance, aud with an air of great complaceney, ſaid, 
„Well, Mr Boath, 1 think 5 have now 2 right t6 - 
« ſatisfy my curioſity, at the expence of your breath, - 
e ourioſity; for 
Fengler 
< myſelf in whatever concerns yu: — bat no matter 
for that (L thoſe fam etnies. x ploy” 


©. now over.” + 


Booth, who was extremely good-natured and well 


| bred, told her. that the ſhould not coneaatd) Bum 


twice whatever was in bis power; and then, after the 
vſual apology, was going to begin his hiſtory, when 


the keeper arrived and acquainted the lady that din- 


ner was ready, at the {ame time ſaying, *-1 ſuppoſe, 
Madam, as the gentleman is an acquaintance of _ 
+ yours, he muſt dine with an te & 43 ; 
Miſs Matthews told the keeper that the bad ovly 
one word to mention in private to the gentleman, [-- 
and that then they would both attend him. She 
then pulled her purſe from ber pocket, in whiel 
were upwards of twenty guineas, being the remain- 
der of the money for which the had fold a gold r- 
watch, her father's prefent, with fome other 


_ winkets, and defired OO ke 
ſhould have occafion for; 


Tou, know, - 
o ved money ; und 
© now I am fare I ſhall rowdy tint e 


Booth, with much difficulty, accepted of tuo gi. 
eas; Tn ep both Wr Nor . 


* 
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HERE: were e at thi table Sul 
Te pe: theſe: (not improperly called infer- 
| nal) re the | Heutenant-governor, vitae 
- named firſt turnkey ; Miſs Matthews, Mr Booth, 
Mr Robinſon the gambler, ſeveral other e of 
both ſexes, and one Murphy an attorney. 
be governor took the firſt opportunity to — Y 
the afar of Miſs Matthews upon the carpet 
thew eee to Mr Murphy, he ſaid, © It is very 1 
5 ee ee happens to be preſent ; I do affure 
6 Lou, Madam, your cauſe. cannot be in abler hands; 
He is; I believe, the beſt man in England at a de- 
_ *. fence; I have known him often Tucceed againſt the 
i c moſt poſitive evidence.” N 
y, Sir anſwered Murphy, p you . 1 hate 
all this; but if the lady will truſt me with her 
cauſe, I will do the beſt in my power. Come, | 
dam, do not be diſcouraged; a bit of manſlaugh- 
„ ter and cold iron, I hope, will be the worſt: o. 
==... . IE IENAEOIIES x WOoEPE 
= * chance · medley, or ſe defendendo.” 
| + 1 ac very ignorant of de la, Sir cries the 


* x, * 


„ Yes, Madam,” anſwered erh, it cannot 
Ade expected you ſhould underſtand it. There are 
. 2 very few of ns who profeſs it, that underſtand the 
1 * whole; nor is it neceffary we ſhould. There is a 
„ greal deal of rubbiſh of little uſe about indidments 
and abatements, and bars, and ejectments, and 
i © trovers; and ſuch ſtuff, with which people cram | 
AP © their heads to little purpoſe. The chapter of ev= 
© dence is the main buſineſs; that is the ſheet-anchor, | 
| © that is the rudder, which brings the veſlel ſafe i» 
4 - * portum. Evidence is indeed the whole, the 9e 
oo  * totidis, for de non epparentibus « et non toe | 
5 e | | 
| „„ 55 u 


* * 
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It you addreſs yourſelf to wie; Sir,” ſaid the lady, 
4 22 are much too learned, n 2 : 
| 25 Tace, Badem e Murphy, * i Latin 
for a candle: I commend your prudence. I thall 
555 ᷣ yro ad 9, when we are 
„ one 2 

1 hope the lady,“ ſaid Robinſon, * hath no-ſoſpi- 


© cion of any perſon here. I hope we are all * 
of honour at this table. 


Den my eyes!“ auſwered a well · dreſſed — 8 


can anſwer for myſelf and the other ladies; 
though I never ſaw the lady in my life, ſhe need 
not be ſhy of us, d-n my eyes! 1 hte er, 5 

againſt any lady. | 
Den me, Madam?” cried nabe female, * l 
* honour what you have done. I once put a knife ' 
into a cull myſelf ſo my ſervice to you, Madam 
and | with you may come off with ſe aten with 
all my heart.“ 


LEED 


© I beg, good woman,“ faid Miſs Matthews, you 1 


* would talk on ſome other ſubject, and give yourſelf 
no concern about my affairs | 
. © You ſee, Ladies, cried Murphy, the gentle vb- F 
man doth not care to talk on e 
company; ſo pray do not preſs her.” 


. Nay, I value the lady's acquaintance no more 25 


than the values mine,” cries the firſt woman wd 
ſpoke——* I have kept as ood: company as the lady, 
I believe, every day in week. Good woman! 
I do not uſe to be ſo treated If the lady ſays ſuch 
* another word to me, d—-n me, I will darken her 
_ © day+lights. Marry come up, good woman !—the - 
* lady's a whore as well as myſelf; and though I a 

* ſent hither to mill doll, dn my eyes, I have mo- 


*,ncy enough to buy it off a8 * as the lady 
* herſelf.” 1 | 


Action might racks: fon ha i This — : 


ſpeech, had not the keeper interpoſed his authority, 
and put an end to any further. diſpute. Soon after 
which, the company broke up; and none but him— 
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| #1," Mr menen. Spun Booth, and Miſs Mat- k 


dhe vs remained toge ; 


- 


Miſs Manie th . at the eee the has: th 
began to open bee'"<aſe 146 bär Murphy, whom he 
admitted to be her ſolicitor, though the Rill-dectared 
the was indifferent as to the event of the trial. 

Mr Murphy having heard all the — wich 
- which che reader. is already. acquainted (as fur as 
related to the murder) ſhook his head, and ſaid, 


There is but one circumſtance, Madam, which 1 


wiſh was ont of the caſe; and that ve muſt put 
s out of it: I mean the carrying the penknife drawn 
into the room. with you; for that ſeems to imply 
- 4 malice prepenſive, as we call it in the law: this 


 _ © circumſtance,” therefore, muſt not appear againſt 
___ F youj-and if the ſervant who was in the room obi 


« ſerved this, he muſt be bought off at all hazards. 

All here, you ſay, are friends; therefore I tell you 
* openly, you muſt furniſh me with money ſufficient 

= e eee Malice is all we _ to pure 
* againſt,” . 


I would not preſume, Sir,” cries Booth, Drape 


| * form you in the law; but I have heard, 


-& ſtabbing; > . 
< tute; nad =. n. ra ele ne e 
© pears.” ; 

Lon e eee 


| 25 may be indicted contra formam ſtatutis: and that 


method, I allow you, requires no . 1 Pre- 
C ſume von are a lawyer, Sir? (3 

Noe, indeed, Sir, anſwered. Booth, 125 I know be- 

of the law.. 

Then. Sir, I will- tell . a man by ingiced 
4 contra formam ſtatutit, as we ſay, no malice is ne- 
' ©. ceflary; becauſe the form of the ſtatute makes ma- 
* hce; and then what we have to guard. againſt is, ha- 


ing firuck the firſt blow. Pd on' t, it is unlucky - 
; 45 ais was done in a room If it had been in the 


we could have had five or ſix witneſſes to 


3 dxe-proved-the-Grit-blow, cheaper than 1 am afraid | 
we ſhall get this one; for when a man knows, from | 


5 — Arenndancer ot rhe; ales" hnhen0s | 


can, | 
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Upto, ee 


ean procure no other witneſs but himſelf, he is al- 


I am very implicit, you ſee; but we are all 
at once; and, I think, (it is for your good I ſpeak}, 
« fifty pounds i is the leaſt that can be offered him.— 


And do you think, Sir, ſaid ſhe, * that I would 


* ſave my lite at the Mt r 'of hiring another to 


< perjure himſelt ?? 


Ay, ſurely do I, cries Murphy, 6. ſor Eee is 


the fault, admitting there is ſome fault in perjury, 
as you call it? and to be ſure, it is ſuch a matter, 
as every man would rather wiſh to avoid than not; 
as ſome people are apt to imagine in it; for he 
perjury? but if the crier is ſharper than ordinary, 


calves-ſkin? I am fure a man muſt be a very bad 


can make out but a tolerable cate, ſo much beauty 


Thy lavey pert of this Pech, eb dee 


mouth it came from, cauſed Miſs Matthews to ſup- 


preſs much of the indignation which began to ariſe 
| a the former; andthe anſwered, with a ſmile, « Sir, 

* fou are à great caſuiſt in theſe matters; but we 
need argue no longer concerning them; for if fifty 


pounds would ſave my life, [ affure-you, I could not 


command that ſum. The little money 1 have in 


my pocket is all I can call my own,” and, | 3 


hend, in the fitnation I am in, I ſhall hav PEN 


< little 'of that to ſpare.? 


Tome, come, Madam, cries 88 life is 
© ſweet, let me tell you, and never Tweeter than 


© when we are near loſing it. I have known many a 
Vor. X. EF J man 


ways dear. It is ſo in all other ways of buſineſs 
among friends. The ſaſeſt way is to furniſh me 
with money enough to offer him a good round ſum 


I do affure "you, I would one him no * nn 


and yet, as it may be managed, there is not ſo much 
need not kiſs the boek, and then, pray, where is the 
what is it he kiſſes? is it any thing but a bit of 
Chriſtian himſelf, who would not de ſo much as 
that to ſave the life of any Chriſtian whatever, much | 
more of fo pretty a lady—Indeed, Madam, if we 


will go a great way with * judge and the j Jury A E 
too.“ 


1 
— 
9 
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6: 1 brave 1 105 his firſt n 
ment, who, when buſineſs began to thicken a little 
upon him, hath changed his note. — It is no time 
to be ſaving in your condition.?! | 
The keeper, who, after the liberality of Miſs Mat- | 
- chews, and on ſeeing a purſe of guineas in her hand, 
Had conceived a great opinion of her wealth, no ſooner 
heard that the ſum, which be had in intention entire- 
Iy confiſcated for his own uſe, was attempted to be 
broke in upon, than he thought it high. time to be 
upon his guard. To be ſure,” cries he, Mr Murphy ©; YE 
life is ſweet, as you ſay, that muſt be acknowledged; 
to be ſure life is ſweet; but ſweet as it is, no perſons | 
can advance more than they are worth to ſave it. 
And indeed, if the lady can command no more 
money than that little the mentions, ſhe is to be 
n commended for her unwillingneſs to part with any 
of it; for, to be ſure, as ſhe ſays, ſhe will want every 
e farthing of that, to live like a gentlewoman till ſhe 
comes to her trial. And, to be ſure, as ſweet as 
life is, people ought to take care to be able to live 
ſweetly while they do live: beſides, I cannot * 
« ſaying, the lady ſhews herſelf to be what ſhe i 14 
F her abhorrence of perjury, which is certainly a very 
-« dreadful crime. And, though the not kiſſing the 
book, doth, as you ſay, make a great deal of diffe- 
rence and, if a man had a great while to live and 
© repent, perhaps he might ſwallow it well 3 - 
yet when people comes to be near their: end, 
© who can venture to foretell what will be the lady's 8 
euſe !) they ought to take care not to over · burden 
their conſcience. I hope the lady's caſe will not 
be found murder; for I am fure I always with well 
* to all my priſoners, who ſhew themſelves: 19 be 
* gentlemen, or ET = yet one e e | 
fear the worſt.” 
- © Indeed, Sir, you ſpeak like an oracle,” anſwered. 
the lady; and one ſubor nation of ' perjury would fit 
+ heavier on my conſcience, than twenty tuck mur- 
ders as Lam gu ol, | | 
Nay, to be ſure, Madam," anſwered the 1 | 
9 6 nobody can pretend to tell what provocation yo 
2 mul 
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muſt have had ; and certainly it can never be ima- 
« gined, that a lady who behaves herſelf ſo hand- 
L fomely as you — done ever fince o have been 
under my keys, ſhauld be guilty of killing a man 
« without being very highly provoked to it.” & . - 

Mr Murphy was, I believe, going to anſwer, when 
he was called out of the room; after which, 
paſſed between the remaining perſons worth relating, 

till Booth and che lady zeticgd darf eis into the la- 
dy's apartment. 

Here they fell immediately to commenting on the 
foregoing diſcourſe; but as their comments were, 1 
believe, the ſame wich what. moſt readers have made | 
on the ſame occafion, we ſhall omit them. At Jaſt 

Miss Matthews reminding her companion of his pro- 
miſe of relating to her what had befallen him ſince the 
interruption of their former acquaintance, he vegas, 


as is written | the dert doc vf this iu 
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in lich Captain B oath begins to 2 bis 2 


E ee being Sen ea _ Mr Booth, 


H 
F and the lady left alone, he proceeded as fol- 
Jows : 


n 
* of wy courtſhip. to that beſt and deareſt of women, 


whom I afterwards married; I will endeavour to re- 
| © colle& them as well as 1 can, at leaſt all thoſe inci- 
_ © dents which are moſt worth relating to you. 

II the vulgar opinion of the fatality in marriage 
had ever any foundation, it ſurely appeared in mx 
* marriage with my Amelia. 1 knew her in the firſt 
© dawn of her beauty; and, I believe, Madam, ſhe 
© had as much as ever fel to the ſhare of a woman ; 
but though I always admired her, it was e 


_. + without any ſpark of 2881 e ere the 
beg u 


2 


admiration which at that ti rſued her, the 8 
ſpe& paid her by perſons of the higheſt rank, and 
the numberleſs addreſſes which were made her by 
men af great fortune, prevented my aſpiring at the 
poſſeſſion of thoſe charms, which ſeemed ſo abſo- 
lutely out of my reach. However it was, I aſſure 
you, the accident which deprived her of the admi- 
ration of others, made the firſt great impreſſion on 


„ my heart in her favour. The injury done to her 


ͤĩͤ2q1—70T „ ® 1 


deauty by the overturning of a chaiſe, by which, 
| | Fo © as 


* 
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„gave me an aſſurance that the 
* woman W had been ſo much adored for the 
« charms of - perſon, deſerved a much higher 
adoration to be paid to her mind; for that ſhe was 
in the latter reſpect infinitely more ſuperior to the 
reſt of her ſex, than ſhe had ever been in the former. - 
I uadmire your taſte extremely,” cried the lady. L 
* remember perfectly well the great heroiſm with 
* which your Amelia bore that misfortune? 
Good Heavens! Madam, anſwered he, what a 
* magnanimity of mind did her behavour demon- 
; « ſtrate! If the world have extolled the firmneſs of 
: « ſoul in a man who can ſupport the loſs of fortune; 
| * of a general who can be compoſed: after the loſs of 
a victory; or of a king, who can be contented 
with the loſs of à crown; wich what aſtoniſhment 
ought we to behold, with what praiſes to honour a 
young lady, who can, with patience and reſignation, 
ſubmit to the iofs of exquiſite beauty, in other 
words, to the loſs of fortune, power, glory; every 
* thing which human nature is apt to court and re- 
© joice in ! what muſt be the mind, which can bear to 
be deprived of all thoſe in a moment, and by wy | 
* unfortunate trifling accident ; which could foppick „ 
* all this, together with the moſt exquiſite torments of 7 
body, and with dignity, with reſignation, without 
* complaining, almoſt without a tear, undergo the 
* moſt painful and dreadful operations of ſurgery in 
* ſuch a ſituation ' Here he ſtopt, and a torrent of 
tears guiſhed from his eyes; ſuch tears as are apt to 
flow from a truly noble heart! at the hearing of any 
thing ſurpriſingly great and glorious. As ſoon as he 
was able he again proceeded thus: 
Would you think, Mits Matthews, that the wit. 
* fortune of my Amelia was capable of any aggra- 
vation 1 I affure you, ſhe hath often told me it was +» 
© aggravated with a circumſtance which outweighed — 
all the other ingredients. This was the cruel inſults 
© ſhe received from ſome of her molt. intimate ac- 
g quaintance, ſeveral of whom, aw many. diſtor- 


* * tions _ 
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Re tions and grimaces, have turned their heads aſide, 
. £* unable to ſupport their ſecret triumph, and work 
e into a loud laugh in her hearing.” 

_ - © Good Heavens?” cried Miſs Matthews, what 555 
1 teſtable actions will this contemptible paſhon of my 
e prevail on our ſex to commit!!! 

An occaſion of this kind; as ſhe hath Mage told 
me, made the firſt impreſſion on her gentle heart in 
my favour. I was one day in company with ſeveral 
young ladies, or rather young devils, where poor 
Amelia's aceident was the ſubje& of much mirth 
and pleaſantry. One of theſe ſaid, ſhe hoped Miſs 
would not hold her head ſo high for the future. 

Another anſwered, I do not know, Madam, what 
the may do with her head, but I am eonvinced ſhe 
will never more turn up her noſe. at her betters. 
Another cried, What a very proper watch might 
now be made between Amelia and a certain cap- 
tam, who had unfortunately received an injury ia 
the ſame part, though frem no ſhameful cauſe, 
Many other ſarcaſms were thrown out, very unwor- 
thy to be repeated. |[ was. hurt with perceiving; ſo 
much malice in human ſhape, and cried out ve 
blantly, Indeed, ladies, you need not expreſs ſuch 
ſatisfaQion at poor Miſs Emily's accident : for ſhe 
will fill de the handſomeſt woman in England, 
This ſpeech of mine was afterwards variouſly re - 
peated by ſome to my honour, and by others repre- 
ſented in a contrary light; indeed it was often re- 
ported to be much ruder than it was. However, it 
at length reached Amelia's ears. She ſaid ſhe was 
very much obliged to me; ſince | could have fo 

8 compaſlion for her as to be rude to a Lidy on 
her account. | 
About à month after this accident, ohin Ametia | 
began to ſee company, in a maſk, I had the honour 
„to drink tea with her. We were alone together, 
a * and | begged her to indulge my curioſity by ſhew- 
- ._ _ * ing'me her face. She anfwered in a molt. obliging 
| manner, Perhaps, Mr Boath, vou will as little 
* know. me when my malk is off, as when it is an;? 
* and at the lame inilant unmalked.—The 3 
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© {ill was the leaſt I conſidered - A thoufand tender 
LC ideas ruſhed all at once on-my mind. I was. unable 


© to contain myſelf, and eagerly kiſſing her. hand, I 


* cried—Upon my ſoul, Madam, you never appeared 
to me ſo lovely as at this inſtant, Nothing more re- 
markable paſſæd at this viſit ;- but I ſincerely believe 
« we were neither of us hereafter indifferent to each 
6 2 


any months, "however, paſſed after chis, before | 


« ] I — ought ſeriouſly of making her my wife. 
Not that I wanted ſufficient love for Amelia. Indeed 


d it aroſe from the vaſt affection I bore her. 1 conſi- 


« dered my own as a deſperate fortune, hers as en- 
© tirely dependent on her mother, who. was a woman, 
« you know, of violent paſſions, and very unlikely 
to eonſent to a match fo highly contrary to the in- 
< tereſt of her daughter. The more I loved Amelia, 
* the more firmly 1 reſolved within myſelf never to 


« propoſe love to her ſeriouſly. Such a dupe was my 


_ * underſtanding to my heart; and fo fooliſhly did 1 


imagine I could be walter of a flame to which 1 


« was every day adding ſuel. 


« Q Miſs Matthews! we have heard of. men en- 
* tirely maſters of their paſſions, and of hearty, which 


can carry this fire in them, and conceal it at their 
pleaſure. Perhaps there may be ſuch ; but if 
there _ thoſe bearts may be compared: be- 


8 


matter. 

After ſeveral viſits, in which looks and agb 
had been interehanged on both ſides, but without 
the leaſt mention of paſſion in private, one day 
the diſcourſe between us, when alone, happened 


not deſigned on my fide, and I am as firmly con- 


martyrs to this tender paſſion; that I had long con- 
cealed it ſrom its object. At length, after men · 


«a «Aa» „ » _ 


* thoſe 
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 heve, to damps, in which it is more difficult te 
keep fre alive than to prevent its blazing: in 
mine, it was placed in he midſt of combuilible 


to turn on love; I ſay happened, for 1 proteſt it was 


vinced not on hers. I was now no longer maſter of 
myſelf; I declared myſelf the moſt wretched of all 


ng many particulars, furpreling. however, 
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thoſe when wuſt have neceffarily brought it home 


to Amelia; I concluded with begging her to be the | 
© confidat of my amour, and to od me her advice 35 
" on that occaſion. 

Amelia, (O I ſhall Bever forget the dei pertür- 


© "bation I) appeared all confuſion at this inſtant. She 
« trembled, turned pale, and diſcovered how well he 
6 underſtood me, by a thouſand more ſymptoms than 


I could take notice of; in à ſtate” of mind ſo vi 
© little different from he” own. At laſt, with faolters 


* ing accents, ſhe ſaid, I had made a very ill choice 
© of a counſellor, in a matter in which ſhe was ſo ig- 
norant Adding, at laſt, I believe, Mr Bo 

© you gentlemen want very little advice in theſe — 
© which you all underſtand better than we do. 
1 will relate no more of our converſation at pre: 


; ſent; indeed 1 am afraid I tire 'you with too many 


3 particulars, 


0 no, anfwered ſbe, « L. Men 5. ad te beat 


Fs © Every ſtep of an amour which had ſo tender a be- 


+0; 04 eG 


* ginning. Tell me every thing you [aid or did, if | 
© you can remember it.“ | 1 . | 


7 He chen e — ſo will wen the next 
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M r Booth c. continues his 5 ry. * this chapter there 4 are 
- fome paſſages that may. ſerve as a kind of touchſtone, 
by which à young lady may examine the beart of ber 
hover. I would adviſe, therefore, that every lover, be 
obliged to read it over in the prkſener of bis os” 


and that ſhe args N bis emotions whice be is 
reading. 99 Fs 


WAS under the * concern,” cries Booth, 
when I retired from my viſit, and had reflected 
coolly on what 1 had. I ſaid now ſaw plainly that 
1 had made downright love to Amelia; and L feared, 
ſuch was my. vanity, thar'l had already gone too 
far, and been too ſucceſsful.” Feared! do 1 2 

could 1 fear what I hoped ? It ſhall I deſcribe the 

anxiety of ack; mind ! | : 

. "Bak 
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3 n d yourſelf no great pain,” cried Miſs 
Matthews, 22 what I can ſo. eaſily gueſa. 
6 To be honeſt with. you, Me Booth, IL do not agree 
& with your lady's opinion, that the men have a ſupe- 

_ « rior underſtanding in the matters of love. Men are 
* often blind to = paſſions of women ;- but every 
« woman is as quick ſighted as a hawk on theſe occa- 
< ſions; nor is there one article in the whole ſcience. 
* which is not underſtood by all our ſex... /- y 
However, Madam,” ſaid. Mr Booth, I now un- 
© dertook to deceive Amelia. I abſtained three days 
© from ſeein her; to ſay the truth, I endeavoured. ta 
« work myſelf up to a reſolution of leaving her for 

cerer; but when I could not fo far ſubdue my paſſion 

| But why do I talk nonſenſe of ſubduing paſſion? 

I I ſhould rather ſay, when no other paſſion could fur- 
mount my love, I returned to viſit her, and now I at- 
tempted the ſtrangeſt project which even entered into 
the 55 head of a lover. This was te perſuade A- 
melia that I was. really in love in another place, and 
had literally expreſſed mx meaning, when, 1 aſked 
« her advice, and deſired her to be my confidant. "29 
I 1 therefore forged a meeting to have been between 
me and my imaginary: miſtreſs, ſince I had laſt 
* ſeen Amelia, and related the particolars as. well. a = 
* I could invent them, which had paſſed at our con- 
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Poor Amelia lids ſwallowed, this bait ; - and, | 
__— 28 ſbe hath told me fince, abſolutely believed. me to 
be in earneſt. Poor dear love! bow ſhould the 
< ſincereſt of hearts have any idea of deceit? for, with, _ 
all her Gmplicity, L aſſure yay ſhe is the moſt ſenſible 04 
< woman in the world. 4 HS: 
It is hi hly generous an good in you, iſs 
3 a fly ſneer) to impute « Py IP 
« what others would perhaps call credulity.” . 
I I] proteſt, Madam, anſwered he, I do her no 
more than juſtice, A good heart will, at all times, 
i betray the beſt head in the world. —— Well, Madam, 
my angel was now, if poſſible, more confuſed than 
before. She looked fo Pats m een ne 


* .— 22 7 ; 
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Fe,ᷣes, yes. I can anſwered che lady, with a laugh 
Jean believe it. Well, well, go on.“ After foe 
_ © hefttation” cried he: my Amelia fad faintly to me, 
Mr Booth, you uſe me very ill; you deſire me to be 
your confidant, and conceal from me the name” of 
your miſtreſs, “ 


Anh pen thin; Mattes ahfweree I. r v 


b eannot guefs her, when T tel you ſhe is one of your 
3 eee and lives in this town? © 
« My acquaintance?” faid ſhe, for: Mr Booth: 


« It this town- 1 thought I could have | 


iefſed for once; but I have an ill talent that way. 


will never attempt to gueſs any thing again. 8 


" in I do her an injury when I pretend to repte- 
ſent her manner. Her manner, look, voice, ever 
. thing was inimitable; ſuch ſweetneſs, ſoftneſs, in- 
nocence, ' modeſty !'* Upon my ſoul, if ever man 
cold boalt of bis reſohation, I think I might now,. 


that I abſtained from falling” proſtrate her — | 


© and adoring her! However, 1 rrittaphed ; prid 


believe, triumphed; or perhaps love got A ber: £ 


ter of love We once more' parted, and I promi 


© the nest time I ſaw ber, to 5 reveal che name'of - oy 4 


„ miſtrefss. 

I now had, 1 thought, 2 ed! — 
over myſelf; and ho ſinall ig ns pg pg did I pa 
© to my own reſolution, In ſhort, I triumphed 24 
© eowards' and niggards do when they flatter them- 
* ſelves with having given ſome ſuppoſed inſtance” of 
courage or generofity ; and my triumph lasted as 
* Tong; that is to ſay, till my aſcetidant paſſion had 4 
proper opportunity er dipRying” ieſelf e ue 
_ © and natural colours. e 
„Having hitherto ſuererded ſo well in wy Swi opi- 
non, and obtained this mighty ſelf· conqueſt, I no 
entertained a defign of exerting the moſt romantic 
generoſity, and of curing that unhappy paBon 
- © which I perceived 1 had raiſed in Amelia. 
* © Among the ladies who had expreſſed the (greateſt 
ſatisfaction at my Amelia's misfortune, Miſs Oſborne 
© had diſtinguiſhed” herfelf in a very eminent degree; 
0 * 1 . 


= 


*. 
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* ſhe bad diſputed. the preference, and had ſome. a- 

* mong her admirers, who were blind enough to give 
it in her favour,“ ON 4k , 
Well, cries the lady, 4 1 will allow. you, to call 
y them blind; but Miſs Olborne was a Kherwing 

J. » 

* certainly v was handſome,? anſwered he, 1 
a very conſiderable fortune; fo 1 thought my Ame- 
©. lia would have little ene bh; in — mg 5, when 
© I fixed on her as my miitreſs. TI conc uded, that 


my thus placing my affections on er known enemy, 
« would be the ſureſt method of era ting every ten- 
der idea with which 1 had, dern ever honoured by \ 
Amelia. 8 
Well then, to Amelia 1 A... ſhe received. me 
with more than uſual coldneſs and reſerve; in 
1 which, to conſeſs the truth, there appeared to me | 
* more of anger than indifference, and., more of de- 
* jection than of either. After ſome ſhort introduction, 
I revived the diſcourſe of my amour, and preſently 
mentioned | Miſs, Oſborne as the lady whoſe name 1 
© had concealed ; adding, that the true reaſon Wby I 
did not mention her before, Was, that 1 appre- 
* hended there was ſome little diſtance between them, 
5. © ak L hoped to have the happineſs of ene | 
* gatin | 
_ 2 th anſwered with much gravity, 6 If you 
« know, Sir, that there is any diltance between us 
« [I ſuppoſe. you know the reaſon of that diſtance; | 
* and then, | think, I could not have expected to | 
* be affronted by her name. I would not have uu  Þ} 
think, Mr Booth, that I hate Mits Oſborne. No! | 
Heaven is my witneſs, I deſpiſe her too much.—— | 
Indeed, when | reflect how much I loved the wo- | 
„man who hath treated nie ſo cruelly, I own. it gives 
* me pain—— When | lay, as I then imagined, and | 
as all about me believed, upon my death- bed, in- 
. all the agonies of pain and miſery, to become th | 
object of” laughter to my deareſt friend. O Mr 
„Both, it is a cruel, reflection] and could I after | 
„ this have expected from you — but why. not | 
| 
| 


2 from you, to whom I am a perſon entirel in- 
« diſfereut, 


4 — 
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9 different, if ſuch 8 friend could treat me fo bat- 
*baroufly © 

"Of Durin the teſt part of this ſpeech, the tears 
* Rreamed from ber bright eyes. I could endure it 
* no longer. 1 caught up the word indifferent, and 

© repeated it, ſaying, Do you think then, Madam, : 
that Mifs Emily is indifferent to me? 

__ *«« Yes, ſurely, I do, anſwered The, * I know T 


5am ; indeed, why ſhould I not be indifferent to 


« you? ö 
0 © Have ar eyes, faid 1, * then, declared no- 
. thing? * | 


„ () there is no need of your eyes,” anſwered ſhe. : 


„ Tour tongue hath declared that you have ſingled 
* ont of all womankind my greateſt, I will ſay, my 
* 'baſeſt enemy. I own, I once thought that cha- 
* racter would have been no recommendation to you. 


* But von fg did hint ſo! I was nme 
85 7 myſelf.” 25 k 

I then fell on my knees before * and for- 
„ cing her hand, cried out, O my Amelia, I can 


Fs dear no longer. You are the only miſtreſs of 


affections; you are the deity I adore. In this ſt 


© ran on for above two or three minutes, what it 


is impoſſible to repeat, till a torrent of contending 
paſſions, together with the ſurpriſe, overpower - 
ed her gentle ſpirits, aud ſhe Tinted away in my 
arms. N | 

To deſcribe my ſenfarion ul te returned to hef« 
„ ſelf, is not in my power? —--* You need not, cried 
Miſs Matthews.—* Oh! | happy Amelia! why had [ 
„not been bleſſed with ſuch a paſſion? 2 | am 
convinced, Madam,” continued he, © you cantot 
expect all the particulars of the tender ſcene which 
* enſued. I was not enough in my ſenſes to remem- 
ber it all. Let it ſuffice to ſay, that that behaviqur 


5 by with which Amelia, while ignorant of its motive, 


* had been fo much diſpleaſed, when ſhe became ſen- 
© ſible of that motive, proved the ſtrongeſt recommen- 
dation to her fayour and the was pleaſed to "ney it 


© ee 
1 | N 8 1 Geue- 


on 5 5 - _ 1 a 
Chap. 4A M E L I. or 
Generous l' repeated the lady, and ſo it was 
almoſt beyond the reach of ee 464 lr | 
Whether you ever had an equal. - 
Perhaps the critical reader may have the ſame - i" 
doubt with Miſs Matthews; and, leſt he ſhould, 4 
+ we will here make a gap in our hiſtory, to give . = 
him an opportunity of accurately conſidering -whe- _ 
ther this conduct of Mr Booth was natural or no; 
and conſequently, whether we have, in this place; 
maintained or deviated from that ſtrict adherence to 


univerſal truth which. we beurer aun? 517 ne 


- „ 


9 5 , L | p 7 
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The . — More of the teurhflonn ta 


00TH. made 2 8 eee 
Miſs Matthews's civility, and then renawed: his 


„ 4 


F EY upon the footing of lovers; and Ames ; 
lia threw off her reſerve more and more, will at length 
I found all that return of my affecon, which . \ 
< tendereſt lover can require. | 
My ſituation would now have been — 74 | 
had not my happineſs been interrupted. with — | 
* ſame reflections I have already mentioned; had 1 
« not, in ſhort, concluded, that I muſt derive all my 

joys from the al moſt certain ruin of chat dear 4 

ture ta whom I would owe them. BE 

This thought haunted me night and day. till * 

2 S | 
* . adler the bibel probeiions of 
the moſt diſintereſted love, in which Heaven knows 
< my ſincerity, I took ien yo. (Renk 59. Amelie, 

in the following manner: | | 

& eee Nr. my deareſt rea. 
2 ture, that happineſs is imper. ; 
« feft, How rich would be my cup, was it 11 

* one . drop which imbitters the whole? 
Vor. X. 8 „ Ame 
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O Amelia; what muſt be the conſequence -of my 
ever having the honour to call you mine !—You 


— < 
- 


— 
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„% know my fituation in life, and you know your 
«own: I have nothing more than the poor pro- 


viſion of an enſign's commiſſion to depend on; 


<<. your ſole dependence is on your mother; ſhould 


any act of diſobedience defeat your expectations, 
% how wretched' muſt your lot be with me! O 


« Amelia, how ghaſtly an object to my mind is the 


«<< apprehenſion of your diſtreſs! can I bear to res 


flect a moment on the certainty of your forego. 


* ing all the oconveniencies of life; on the peſſi- 


« bility of your ſuffering all its moſt dreadful in- 


4 conveniencies! hat muſt be my miſery then, to 
e ſee you in ſuch a ſituation, and to upbraid myſelf 
with being tlie accurſed cauſe of bringing you to 
„it! Suppoſe too, in ſuch a ſeaſon, 1 ſhould 
e ſummoned from you. Could 1 fubmit 3 be! = i 
„ encounter all the hazards, the f. 


4% with me/! you could not yourſelf, owever wi 


«ling, fupport them à ſingle cam paign. What 


* then, muſt | leave you to Nerve ie 0 
« of the tenderneſs of a huſband, deprived to 8 


„ the tenderneſs of the belt of mothers; through 


« my means? a woman moſt dear to me, for bein 


the parent, the nurſe, and the friend of my 
Amelia. But, O my ſweet creature, carry 


1 your thoughts a little farther. Think of wp 


* tendereſt conſequences, - the \ deareſt pledges 


our love. Can I bear to think of 533 8 oy 
6% gary on the poſterity of my Amelia? on our 
4 8 Heavens? on our children? On the other ſide, 
1 is it poſſible even to mention the word—1' will not, 
« muſt not, cannot, cannot part with you—What 
« muſt'we do, Amelia? it is pow I. eren 22 your 


„ advice.” 


e What advice can ive 1 you,” ſaid the; in fack 


cc th alternazns? would to Heaven we had” never 


met! we 4 * hh 43 EY, 


= © Theſe words nnn With 888. ind — 
© a look inexpreſſibly tender; the tears at the fame 


bebo * all ber lovely cheeks. I Was 


* © endea- 


Chap. 3. A X X L 1 A. 
enn reply, ben. 1 was interrupted by 


« what ſoon. — ſeenee 26% 
„er ance ibs adi See 
+ ahiwains and it came at laſt to the ears of Mrs 
© Harris: I had, indeed, obſerved of late a great 
 * alteration in that lady's behaviour towards me, 
whenever viſited at the honſey nor could I for 
*:6:200gs time, before this evening, ever obtain 4 
private interview with Amelia; and now, it ſeems, 
2 —. 2 
a fled between us. . ee 


0 « burſt from the cloſet, where ſhe had hid herſelf, 
and ſurpriſed her daughter, reclining on m boſom 
in all that tender forrow I. have juit deſcribed.” 7 1 
©. will not attempt to paint the rage of the myther, 
. or the daughter's confuſion, or my on. Here 
„ are very ſine doings, indeed, cries” Mrs Harris þ 
«« you have made-a noble uſe, Amelia, of m5 ä in- 

*. dulgence, and the truſt 1 repoſed in vou. — As fot 
„you, Mr Booth, I will not accuſe you; you have 
„ uſed my child, as I onght to have expeRed ; 1 
„ may thank myſelf for what hath happened“ Witk 
© much more of the ſame kind, before ſhe would | 
 * ſuifer me to ſpeak: but at laſt, I obtained a hear- 


5 of grief, by raking 
52 myſelf. Mes Harris anfwered, 
| „ muſt ſay. you are innocent in c 


of ber; 


K 1 and I promiſe you they are of weight. 
4 TI have, I thank Heaven, one dutiful child, and 1 
„ ſhall henceforth think her my only one.“ She 


then forced the poor, trembling, fainting Amelia 


4 Wo me a — 40s ot go to my regi- 


2 
” 


9 
— - A 
: 2 9 


* 
— * 


1 


At the todd —— Mrs Harris | 


as much blame as I could 
* No, Sir, 1 


ec nay I can ſay, I have heard you uſe diffuaſive 1 


out of the room; which when ſhe had done, ſhe. 


ot; wilt 4hoobid Bas wt ee ment, 5 


4! 


2 urged to her daughter. In fine, ſhe at laſt obtained N 


F 2 W * 
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civility; but the 
* me, ne: reel wn 
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r 
© of being the ruin af | Amelia”: | 
+ +.I now for many n 
torments er e, 
capable of feeling: and — — 


Aall the means, and applied every argument which 


* I could raiſe to eure me of my love. And to 
© make theſe the more effectual, 1 ſpent every night 
in walking backwards and forwards in the fight 


5 „ of Mrs Harris's houſe, where 1 never failed to find 


* ſome object or other, which raiſed ſome tender idea 
© of my lovely Amelia, and almoſt drove me to di- 
en, 4 Ob 
* And, don't you think, Sir,” faid Miſs Munhown: 


7 73 „ e e e eee, e 
6 1 


Alas, Madam, anſwered he, you cannot ſee ie 
: abſurd light than I do; but thoſe knorr 


„little of real love or grief, bo do not know 
how much we deceive ourſelves when we 83 


to aim at the cure of either, It is with theſe, as 


© it is with ſome diſtempers of the body, nothin 4 
* the leaſt agreeable to us but what ſerves 
* heighten the diſcaſGQ. 


A che end of a-fortaight, div 4+ een"defogs 


© almoſt to dere an, ee of deſpair, and could | 


© contrive no method conveying a letter to 
Amelia, how was 1 ſurpriſed when Mrs Harris's 


2 2 e me a card, with an invitation 


te 10:Grink-waa-qhar n +4 
Groom rape ary 8 


Ton will eafiy believe, Madam that 1 e 
© fail ſo ag recable an appointmevt : on my arrival, 


44: was introduced into a large company of men and 
_ © *: women, Mrs Harris and my Amelia being part of 
N me compang. | 


e temed: 5n pepe de look more beau- 


6 * tiful than ever, and behaved with all the gaiety 


*-imaginable. The old lady treated me with much 
lady took little notice f 
of her Conte ne ann 


- 
* 
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£ then me a look of no diſcouraging kind; and 

I obſersed her colour change more than on , 

_ © when her eyes met mine: circumſtances which, 
haps, ought to bave afforded me ſufficient com- 

5 1 but they could not allay the thouſand doubts 

and fears with which I was alarmed: for my an- 

s xious thoughts ſuggeſted no, leſs to me than that 

Amelia had made her peace with her mother at 

the price of abandoning; me for ever and of giuing 

* her ear to ſome other loter. All my prudence 

now vaniſhed at once; and I would that inſtant - 

have gladly run away with Amelia, and have mar- 3 

. —!qà ²“¹QQ a Gig 1 

ſequences. of 

Wich ſuch th uts l had . 
1 near two hours, till moſt of the company had taken 
4 their leave. This I was myſelf incapable of doing; 

* nor do I know when I ſhonld have put an end ic 

my viſit, had not Dr Harriſon taken me away almoſt 

by force, telling me, in a whiſper, that he had ſome- 

6 thing'to ſay to me of great conſequence————Low | 
* the Doctor, Madam act's. tis 2 
Very well, Sir, anſwered Mise Matthews, * and 

* one of the beſt men in the world he is; and an ho», 

* nour togthe ſacred order o which he belongs. ö 

Luou will judge, replied Booth, by the ſequel; | 
* whether I have reaſon to think him ſo. rn * 
e . ++ Sri 
4 / "Os CONE TE 0 H A P. ee e 


The = of Mr Booth continagd't ds: this 3 * 
reader aviil perceive à glimpſe of tbe character f 
| very good divine: ee matters 2 — 
en 2 11 


| 


* 
* 


\HE Dediorconduded we. into his audy; and 
then, defiring me to fit down, began, as near | 
2 Wen -0r" 46" en e = 
WH... © this purpoſe: ; - 
| Lou cannot imagine, young a young gentleman, | chat : 
« Four love for * Emily is any ſecret in this place; 
G 3 ; 6 T hare. 
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WT IT TRATION time, and have been, I aſſure 
Wr 40+ 23 Th 
IL anſwered, chat I was very much obliged to him.” 
 * Why, e you are,” replied he, ſo perhaps 
*. you will think yourſelf when you know all, — 
66 went about a fortnight ago to Mrs. Harris, to ac- 
0 quaint her with my apprehenſions on ber dauyh» 
* ter's account: for though the matter. was much 
1 talked of, I thought it might poſſibly not have 
, reached her ears. I will be very plain with you. 
* I adviſed her to take all poſſible care of the young 
4 lady, and even to ſend her to ſome place, where ſhe 
might be effectually kept out of your reach, while 
* you remaiued in the town.” 0 
And do you think, Sir,“ faid 1, * that this was 
« a&in a kind part — peck 1 
* ould thank you on ths occaion? 8 rpm | 
2 7 2 man, anſwered he, 1 did not intend 
pon any kindneſs; nor do 1 deſirt any of your 


«6 — My intention was to preſerve a worthy 
lady from a young fellow of whom I had heard no 
good character, and whom I ima to have 


„ deſign of ftraling a haman creature for the fake ot : 
« her fortune.“ 

„ It was very kind of you, indeed,” anſwered I, «to 
entertain ſuch an opinion of me.C?C | 
Why, Sir,” replied the Doctor, it is Wee 

& which, [ believe, moſt of you young gentlemen of 
he order of the rag deforve have known ſome 
„ jnftances, and have heard of more, where "ſuch 

young fellows have committed re under the 

„ name of marriage.” 

+ ©. | was. going to interrupt him n eee e 5 
© when he deſired me to have a little patience, and 

© then informed me, that he had viſited Mrs Harris, 

with the above-mencioned N the evening after 

the diſcovery l have related; that Mrs Harris, with- 
out. waiting for his information, had recounted to 

a bim all which had happened the evening before; 
and indeed ſhe muſt have an excellent memory, for 

0 re ene = « 
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d chat ſhe had confined her daughter to her chamber, 


* „ and eee. 
her ſince. Fi 

. +:4-eaer-eatocty henna ina 
if I could, all that now paſſed. ' The Doctor took 
© me by the hand, and burſt forth into the warmeſt 


© commendations of che ſenſe.and generoſity which, = 


© he was pleaſed to ſay, diſcovered bows I my 

© ſpeech; Lon know; Madam, his ſtrong and ſingu- 
* Jar way of expr himſelf on all occaſions, -eſpe+ * 
_ © cially when he is d with any thing. Sir, ſaid 
4 be, 1 — —ů — — 


© my, c 8 


« ſaints in my cloſet. 


From this inſtant the Doctor told me, he had be- 

come my friend and zealous advocate with Mrs Har- 

ris, on whom he had at laſt prevailed, though not 

without the greateſt difficulty, to conſent to mx 

marrying Amelia, upon condition that I ſettled every 

penny which the mother ſhould lay down; and that 

the would retain a certain ſum in her hands, which 

* ſhe would at any time re for wy advancement 

in the army. 

Lou will. 1 hope; Madam, conceive, that I ade 

© no heſitation at theſe conditions; nor need | mention 

the joy which I felt on this occaſion, or the acknow- 

6 ledgment 1 paid the Doctor, who is indeed, as you. | 

* ſay, one of the beſt of men. 

The next morning I had virmifiiog- to viſe Ames 

* lia, who received me in ſuch a manner, that I now 

9 concluded my happineſs to be complete. | 
Every thing was now agreed on all fides, bal 

: lawyers employed to prepare the writings, when an 

unexpected cloud aroſe ſuddenly in our ſerene * 

« and all our joys were obſcured in a moment. 
„When matters were, as | apprehended, drawing 

© near a concluſion, I received an expreſs that a ſitter, 

* whom I tenderly loved, was ſeized with a violent 


* 


fever, and earneſtly deſired me to come to ber. E- | 


immediately obeyed the ſummons, and, as it was 
then about two in the morning, without ſtaying even 
* to take leave of Amelia, for whom I left a ſhort bil- 
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»The gentleman's houſe where my filter then 
was, ſtood at fifty: miles diltance, — though [ 
uſed the | utmoſt expedition, the unmereiful di- 
ſtemper had, before my arrival, entirely deprined 
=. 22 JE SY n 
. bas h rat! T's . 21 FR * 
Not all. che love e e nor * 3 
tuous wich which the approaching hour 

_ * her Wled my heart, could, for a while, 
allay my grief at the loſa af my beloved Nancy. 
Upon my ſoul I cannot yet mehtion her name with». 

-* out tears. Never brother and filter had, I wr: 
a higher friendſhip for each other. Poor dear gir 
dit fat by her in her bght-headed- fits, _ 
peated ſcarce any other name but mine; aud it 

„ plainly appeared, that when her dear reaſon was 
*-raviſhed away from her, it had left my image on her 
fancy, and that the laſt uſe ſhe had made of it was 
to think on me. Send for my dear Billy i imme - 

% diately, the cried, $1 know he will come to me in A 

* moment. Will nobody fetch him to me? pray; 
„ don't kill me before I ſee him once more—— You 
durſt not uſe me ſo if he was here.. Every ac- 
cent ſtill rings in my ears Oh heavens! to hear 
this, and at the ſame time to ſee the poor delitious 
« creature deriving the greateſt horrors from my fight; 
and miſtaking Tae for a highwayman who had a 

2 little before ded her.—But I aſk your pardon, 
the ſenſations I felt are known. only from experience; 
and to you muſt appear dull and infipid —At laſt 
ſhe ſeemed for a moment to know me, and cried, 

« O heavens l my deareſi brother !* upon which the 
fell into. immediate capvulſions, and ded e in 


6 
e eee u wine ies 
and. Miſs 1 


wiped hers, 
_ a, - . £ g 8. 2 3 * 
e I 2 r A L434 * N "4 52 IR 25 
: . 7 45 5 * Y 1 ++ ** * on { N . "Ls 4 52 n 1 4 8 : 0 y i 1 wo 4 SOL g N b ; 
: . £ 
i 5 % : 2 ma 4 * 1 0 
* — * & 4 : 1 # 


th” k 4 4 £ 4 : 2 2 8 ; 1 g ts 3 
> * * : * is « * boy >. —_ * 2 . . x 7 1 £ + - . YL wi 
i 7 # 14 1 * 
3 * 4 $ 5 . F g * * | 1 „ 
N 2 5 n 1 x WT : k ; , N FO 
; - Fo = a. * £ : _ 2 * 7 
r 4 ia 24 Ve £545 SSL ot 4 + m_ A P. 
. 5 T 2 4 d 
een l 
1 - 1 > 
s, ++ 4 2 
1 4 ; * * 


4 M E K ra "== 
CHAP; i 
— Hang. revolutions 1 Arie. £ | 5 A 


OOTH proceeded thus: pet. 2660 

5 This loſs, perhaps, Madam, you will think 
+ had made me miſerable enough; but fortune did 
not think ſo: for, on the day when my . 
s was to be buried, a courier arrived from 
rann with a letter, in which the Doctor vor 
mgquainted me, that he was juſt come from Mrs 
„ Harris, when he diſpatched the expreſs; and ear- 
* neſtly deſired me to return the very inſtant I re- 
* ceived his letter, as I valued my Amelia. Though 
if the daughter, added he, thould take after het 

mother (as moſt of em do) it wilt be, perhaps, 
* wiſer in you to ſtay away. | 
1 preſently: ſent for S 
* and with much difficulty extorted from him, that 
© a great ſquire in his coach and fix, was come to 
* Mrs Harris's, and that the whole town ſaid be 
> was ſhortly to be married to Amelia. 
1 now ſoon perceived how much ſuperior my love ; 
for Amelia was to every other paſſion; poor Nancy 
© idea diſappeared in a moment; I quitted the dear 
+ lifeleſs corpſe, over which I had bed 2/ thouſand . 
© tears, left the care of the funeral. to others, and 
4 poſted, I may almoſt ſay flew, back to Amelia, and 
© alighted at the doctor's houſe, as he had deſired me 
in his letter. 
| The good man preſently a coquainted n ith 
what had happened in my Ros yoo Mr Winck- 
| © worth. had; it ſeems, arrived the very day of my 
departure with a+ grand equipage, and without 
delay had made formal propoſals to Mrs Harris, 
N . to ſettle any part of his vaſt eſtate, in 
© whatever manner ſhe pleaſed, on Amelia. Theſe 

© propoials the old lady had, without any delibe- 
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ration, accepted, and had inſiſted, in the moſt . 155 


violent manner, on her daughter's compliance, wh 
* which Amelia had as peremptorily refuſed to 
3 inkling, on her part, an de c 4 


, 


=} 


4 * * 
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her mother had before 
which ſhe was heartily ſeconded by the Doctor, who 
declared to her, as he now did to me, that we 


given to our marriage, in 


e ought as much to be eſteemed man and wife, as as if 


the ceremony had already paſſed between us.” 


| * to employ. The Doctor earneſtly proteſted againſt 


in her -avowed reſolution of 
to Winckworth, whom the Doctor had likewiſe at- 


> 1» {> I 


5 at liberty to join us toge | 
conſent of the mother; which every parent, he ſaid, 


Thbeſe, remonſtrances, the Doctor told me, hat 
* « warked po elk on Mrs Harris, h⁰ ſtill perſiſted 
ing her daughter 


tacked, telling him, that he was paying his addreſſes 


do another man's wife : but all 40 no purpoſe; the 
young gentleman was too much i in love to hearken 


* to any diſſuaſives. ba 
+ We now entered i into a rl 100 0 


any violence to be offered to the perſon of Winck · 
worth, which, I believe, 1 had raſhly threatened; 

declaring, that if 1 wade any attempt-of that kind, 
he wouid for ever abandon my canſe. I made him 
a ſolemn promiſe of forbearance. At laſt, he de- 


3 


termined io pay another viſit to Mrs klarris, and if | 


he found her obdurate, he faid, he thought himſe 
ther without any further 


had a right to refuſe, Dan mat to tetra when given, 


niet the. party himſelf, by fome cdu of his, 


* gaye a reaſon. 
The Doctor having wade Wi with no better 


© fucgeſs chan before,” the matter \now debated was, 


* how to get poſſeſſion of Amelia by firatagem: for 


132 Dow. 2 cloſer priſoner than ever, was her 


£ mother's bedſellow by might, neren 
« Ggbt by day. 74.7 © ef of 4 wy 


While we were deliberating « an this point; æ wine | 


<:merchazit af the town came to viſit the Dogor, to 
inform him, that he had juſt bottled off a hogſhead 


of excellent old port, of which he offered to ſpare 


j 48 N 2385 


dim a hamper, ſaying, That he was that day to ſend | 
| 5. in welve dagen to Mrs Harris. 


The Doctor now ſmiled at a conceit- RE 1 

4 into his head; and, taking me aſide, aſked me, if 

T love enough for * genere 
int 


= 
* 
— 
* 
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„into che houſe in a hamper. I joy fally leaped at 


6 rbe propoſal. to which the merchant, at the Doc- 
* tor's interceſſion, conſented: for 1 believe, Madam, 
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« you know the great authority which that 3 


man had over the whole town. The Doctor, more 


over, promiſed to procure a licence, and to gerd n | 
the office for us at His own houſe if ſeoulf dad a 


means of conveying Amelia thither. ” - 


and depoſited in the entry, where I had not lain 


long before I was again removed and packed up in 


a cart, in order to be ſent five miles into the chun - 
try: for 1 heard the orders given as | lay in t 


h 
entry; and there I likewiſe heard, that Amelia a | 


© her mother were to follow me the next mornin 
I was unloaded from my cart, and fet down with 
the reſt” of the lumber, in a great hall. Here I bag 
© mained above three hours, impatiently wanmg 
the evening, when I determined to quit a 2 
« which was become very uneaſy, and break my priſon ; 


but Fortune eontrived to releaſe me fooner,, by Se 


6 following' means: the houſe where I now was, ha 


© been leſt in the care of one maid-ſervant; 2-0 
faithful creature came into the hall, with the foot- 


man who had driven the cart. A ſcene of the high-. 


In this hamper, then, I was carried to the Boufe, 


0 
* = 


« eſt fondnels having paſſed between them, the fellow | 


« propoſed, and the maid conſented, to open the 4 
* hamper and drink a bottle together, which ther 
agreed. their miſtreſs would hardly miſs,in ſvch 4 


quantity. They preſently began to erbcute their 


„Foren They opened the hamper, os Bart, f 


great ſurpriſe diſcovered the enntents. 


- © I took an immediate advantage of the r 


© tion which appeared in the countenances of both 
© the ſervants, and had ſufficient preſence of mind to 
improve the knowledge of thoſe ſecrets to which I 
was privy. I told them, that it entirely depended on 


© their behaviour to me whether their miſtreſs heut 
* ever be acquainted, either with what they tad  _ > 
done,; or. with what they had intended to do: for _ 


that, if they would keep my ſecret, I would recipro- 
3 W keep theirs. I then acquaiated them with my 
pur. 


4 — 
— - 


— 


„ 4 „ pet 


4 4 pats het ss led ie s Wet in order 
t to watch an opportunity of Eg. e roy 
IF ©. terview with Amelia, . 
| „ In. the ſituation ie c e 
- © ſtood, ou may be aſſured it was not Acute for 
me to ſeal up their lips. In ſhort, they agreed to 
1 4h c whatever I propoſed. I lay that evening in my dear 
's Amelia's bed-chamber, - and was in the morning 
7 conveyed, into an old lumber garret, where I was to 
wait till Amelia (whom the maid promiſed, on her 
_ © arrival, to inform of my place of concenlatent) | 
_ * could find ſome opportunity of ſeeing me,” 
afk pardon for interrupting you, cries Mig 
Matthews, but you bring to my remembrance a a 
© fooliſh ſtory which I heard at that time, though at A 
great diſtance from you: that an officer had, in 
© © confederacy with Miſs Harris, broke open her mo- 
it: 75 ther's cellar, and ſtole away a great quantity of her 
x £ wine. I mention it only to ſhew oh what N 
g foundations molt ſtories have. 
7 g ate her he had heard ſome weh thing kim 
| belt, ee eee eee 85 
| Chapter, . 
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1 many fathriting adventure. 


3 E RE,” continued he; * L remained the whole 

| 'H day, in hopes of a happineſs, the expected ap- 
: proach of which gave me ſuch a delight, that I 
© would not have exchanged my poor lodgings for 
25 the fineſt palace in the univerſe. 
A little after it was dark Mrs Harris arvived| ab. 

. - © gether with Amelia and her ſiſter. I cannot expreſs 

"Bs 7 ow much my heart now began to flutter; for as 
my hopes every moment. encreaſed, ſtrange fears, 
which I had not felt before, began now to intermingle ; 
with them. 


„ When i had continued foll two hours.in theſs . 
8 I heard a woman's ſep tripping 
n e is | 


: 2 


* o 
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ern ot and Mrs 

* Harris herſelf appeared at it, with a countenance 

© pale as death, her whole body trembling, I ſuppoſe 
« with anger; ſhe fell upon me in the mo bitter lane 

© guage, It is not neceſſary to repeat what the ſaid, 
nor indeed. can I, I was ſo ſhocked and confounded 

© on this occaſion. In a word, the ſcene ended with 
my departing without ſeein a. 

. "A 4 855 _= Miſs Mp * how happened 
this unfortunate diſcovery, „ 

Booth anſwered, that the lady at * 1 
a bottle of wine, which 3 myſelf,“ ſaid. he, 
© nor the ſervants had Preſence of mind to provide. 
* Being told there was none in the houſe, though 
* ſhe had been before informed that the things came 
all ſafe, ſhe bad ſent for the maid, who being un- 
« able to deviſe any excuſe, had fallen on her knees, 

* and after confeſſing her deſign of opening a hottle, 
* which the imputed to ſhe. fellow, SY 1 
to her miſtreſs, | 

Well, Madam, * a lecture of * a quarter 
* of an bour's duration from Mrs Harris, l ſuffered 
* her to conduct me to the outer gate of ber court. 

* yard, whence 1 ſet forward in a diſconſolate condi- 
© tion of mind towards my lodgings. 1 had five miles 

| © to walk in a dark and rainy night; but how can 1 
© mention theſe trifling circumſtances as any aggravae 
1 tion of my diſappointment?? | 

How was it poſſible, cries Miſs Matthews, „chat 

*. you could. be got out of che houſe without ſeeing 
Miſs Harris?” 

I aſſure you, Madam, 6 Booth, 1 have / 
often wondered at it myſelf ; but wy. ſpirits were ſo 
much ſunk at the fight of her mother, that no man 

| < was ever a greater coward than I was at that in- 
* ſtant. Indeed I believe wy tender concern for the 
35 * terrors of Amelia, were the principal cauſe of my 
'* ſubmiſſion. . However it was, I left the houſe, and, . 
| *, walked about an hundred yards, when, at the 
|, © corner of the garden wall, a female voice, in a. 
| ©, whiſper, cried. out, Mr Booth. The perſon 
| © was extremely near me, but it was. ſo dark I could 
Vor. X. | H | : * ſcar C 
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* ſcarce fee her; nor did L. in the confuſion 1 was in, 


* immediately recogmze the voice. I anſwered in a 
g * line of Congreve's, which burſt from my lips ſpon» 
F tanecuſly; for 1 am ſure [ had no intention ee 
oy at that time: 


6 ike calls. the wretched eg that was Al- 
t phonſo? ˖ 

5 > tins which a whman lea pt into my arm bg 

out,. . O it is indeed my Alphonſo, my only , 

Alphonſo “ O Miſs Matthews! gueſs. what felt 

«© when 1 found | had my Amelia in my arms. I em- 
braced her with an ecltaly not to be deſcribed, at 

the ſame inſtant pouring a thouſand tender neſſeß 

5 into her ears; at leaſt, it I could expreſs fo many 

. 7 to her in a minute; for in that time the alarm be- 

gan at the houſe, Mrs Harris had miſſed her daugh- 


ter, and the court was prefently * full of lights and 
< noiſes of all Hinds. © 


I now lifted Amelia over a gave, and Jumping | 
< after, we crept along together by the fide of a hedge, | 
na different way from what Jed to the town, as I ima- 
« 'gined that would be the road through which, they 
_ + would purſue us, In this opinion I was right 
s we heard them paſs along that road, and the dice N 
; of Mrs Harris herſelf, who ran with the reſt, not- 
28 _ « withſtanding the darkneſs and the ram By theſe 
5 means we luckily made our eſcape, and clamberin; 
over hedge and ditch, my Amelia performing the 
b part of a heroine all the way, we at length arrived 
at a little green lane, where ſtood a valt ſpreading 
* oak, under which we ſbekered ourſelves from a vio- 
© Jent 
ES ee e e a 
p pear, Amelia declared the knew very well where t 
Was; and a little wk Kriking into another ia, 
0. the fight, ſhe ſaid, that would lead us to a houſe 


| N 
where we ſhovid be Res fafe and unfuſpeted. i 
followed her directions, and we at length came to a 
* e hetle cortage about three miles diſtant from Mrs 
5 27 "Harris's bouſe. 
ED RE As it now rainsd very violently, we ae this 
- * in which we ſpied 2 TY without any 
= dete 
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ceremony. Here we found. an etderlty woman fit. 
c ting by herſelf at a little fire, Who had nd ſooner 
viewed us, than (he inſtantly ſprung from her ſeat,. 
and, ſtarting back, gave the ſtrongeſt. tokens of 
© amazement ; upon, which: Amelia laid, Be not 
1 ſurpriſed, nurſe, 2 you ſee me in a firange 
« pickle [ own.” The old woman, after having ſe- 
© veral times bleſſed bereit, and expreſſed the moſt 
tender concern for the lady, who ſtood dripping be · 


© fore her, began to beſtix herſelf in making up the 
fire; at the lame time entreating Amelia, that ihe 


might be permitted to furniſh her with ſome cloaths,. * 


« which, the ſaid, though not fine, were clean and 
« wholeſome, and much drier than her own. I ſes 
1 conded this motion: ſo vehemently, that Amelia, , 
though ſhe declared herſelf unden no apprehenſion 
«of catching cold, (ihe hath. indeed the belt conſtitu- 
tion in the world) at laſt conſented, aud I retired 
vithout doors, under a ſhed, to give my angel an 
« opportunity, of dreſſing herſelf in the only nd 
Which the cattage afforded below ſtairs. ; 
At my return into the room; Amelia inſiſted * 
my exchanging my coat for one which belonged ta 
© the old woman's ſon.” * Iam glad, cries 
Miſs. Matthews, « to find ſhe did not forget you. | [' 
own L thought it ſomewhat. eruel to turn, you. out 
© into; the rain O Mils. Matthews, continued he, 
taking no notice of her obfervation,. I had now a 
opportunity of contemplating the vaſt power of ex - 
4 quiſite beauty, which nothing almoſt can add to-. 
* or diminiſh. Amelia, in the poor rags of ber ol& 
© nurſe, looked ſcarce. leſs beautitul than. I have ſeen 
Cher appear at a. ball or an aſſembly.— Well, well,” 
cries Miſs. Matthews; to be lure ſhe didg—but pray 
* 89 on with your flory.” | 
* The old. woman,” continued] e., abs kaving: 
equipped us as well as ſhe could, and placed our 
wet cloaths before the fire, began to grow inqui- 
-* fitive; and, after ſome ejaculations, ſhe eried - O 
% my dear young Madam, my mind miſgives .me-. 
* "WR; nd —_ is. this fig: youngy 


_ gue 
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am alraid Madam knows nothing of all this mat- 
* ter. © Suppoſe he ſhould be my huſband, nurſe,” 
anſwered Amelia. Oh! 1 and if he be, 
replies the nurſe, * I hope he is ſome great gentle - 
*«*man or other, with a vaſt eſtate; and a coach 
«fix: for to be ſure if an he was the greateſt lor 


in the land, you would deſerve it all But 


* why do I attempt to mimic the honeſt creature. 


Bode tf, . 
e Oh! Mig . Miſs Emmy! t 


In ſhort, ſhe diſcovered the greateſt affection for m my | 


Amelia: with which I was much more deligh 

© than I was offended at the ſuſpicions the ſhewed 
„ of me, or the many bitter eurſes which ſhe denoun- 
4 ced againſt me, if I ever proved 4 bad huſband to 
ſo ſweet a young lady. 
©. I fo well improved the bint given me by Ame- 


c Jia, that the old woman had no doubt of our be- 


5 ing really married; and comforting herſelf, that 
if it was not as well as it might have been, yet 
Madam had enough for us both, and that hap- 


pineſs did not always depend on 'grear riches, the 
began to rail at the old Jady for oY 


ving turn 
© out of doors, which I ſcarce told an un lays? 5 


_ + aſſerting. And when Amelia faid, * ſhe hoped 


= her* nurſe would not betray her,” — 

oh woman anſwered with much warmth, ——* Betray 
e you, my dear ydung Madam! no, that 1 would 
4. not, if the King would give me all that Min is. 
„ worth” No, not if Madam herſelf would g 
the great houſe, and the whole farm belo 


to it. 


The good n thin” went out and ſerched a | 
„ e from the rooſt, which ſhe killed and 55 


began to pick, without aſking any queſtions. 
Then ſummoning her ſon, who was in bed, to 
© her afliftance, ſhe began to prepare this chicken 


for our ſupper. This | ſhe afterwards ſet before 


us in ſo neat, I may almoſt ſay elegant a man- 


ner, that whoever would have diſdained it, either i 


doth not know the © ſenſation of hunger, or doth 


© wor deserve to have it * Our food was. _ 
| 


4 


- 
"5 4. 


1 
t 
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6 cottage Wil 
| When ſapper was ended, continued Balk 


in a cottage,” | 
=_ 7 cries: Mi Matthews, 6ghiag, 2 


the man one loves is a palace. 


«- the good woman began to · think: of our further 
* wants, and very earneſtly recommended her 


to us, ſaying, it was a very neut though - homely” | 


© one, and that ſhe could furnilh us With a pair 


© of clean ſheets; She added ſome perſuaſives which- 


painted my angel all over with vermilion, | As- 
for myſelf, I behaved: ſo aukwardly and fooliſhly, 


and, 4 readily agreed to Amelia's reſolution - of | 
5 fiing up all night, that if it did net give che 
*- nurſe any ſuſpicion of our marriage, it ought to- 


© have inſpired her with! the utmoſt: contempt 195 


45 Me. — 


We both endeavoured to prevail with nurſe to. 5M 


6: *" renn to. her; own bed, but found it utterly”, 
poſſible to ſucceed; ſur thanked Heaven ſhe un 


2 4 dreeding better than that. And ſo well 
_ ©: bred was the good woman, that wer could ſcarce- 


get her out of the room the whole night. Luckily: 


for us we. both underſtood French, by means off 


©- which we. conſulted together; even in her preſence,. 


*- upon. the meaſures: we were to take. in our preſent- 


d exigency. At length ãt was reſolved that I ſhould: 
* ſend a letter by this young lad whom I have juſt- 
before mentioned, to our worthy friend the Doctor 

deſiring his company at our hut, ſince we — 


it utterly unſafe to venture to the town, which we⸗ 
knew would be in an uproar renn before- 


H 3. Here: 


the- morning 


— 


* = 4 11 E L 1 * * . 
ere Booth made 4 full ſtop, ſmüled, . then 
rid, he was going to mention ſo ridiculons a diſtreſs, 


42 at he could ſcarce think of it without laughing. 
3 Wo! © the next 


oil 
Eat p IF 1 | Have * 7 * * - * 
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The 3 by Booth continued. More farprifg 2 


Iures. 


ROM . rifles, dear Nin Matthews 
cried Booth, * may ſome of our greateſt di- 
go” ; Breffcs ariſe ! do you not perceive I am going to 
* tell you we had neither Pen, ink, nor * in 
Fg 1 our preſent. exigency. = 4 
A verbal meffage was now our only e >. 
_ © however, we contrived to deliver it in ſuch terms, - 
- © that neither nurſe nor her ſon-could poſſibly con- 
* ceive any ſuſpicion from it of the preſent fituation 
| of our affairs. Indeed, Amelia whiſpered me, I 
might fafely place any degree of coptigence in the i” 
* ft, - for he had been her folter-brother, and ſhe had 
at opinion of his integrity. He was in trut 
24 boy of very good natural parts; and Dr far- 
r © riſon, who had received him into his family, at 
© Amelia's recommendation, had bred him up to write 
© and read very well, and had taken ſome pains to 
© infaſe into him the principles of honeſty and re- 
© ligion. He was not indeed even now diſcharged 
from the Doctor's ſervice; but had been at home 
« with his mother for ſome time on aceount of 
the ſmall· por, from Which be was lately 21 
covered. 
LM have ſaid ſo much,” edict Booth, 2 of i 
| 's character, that you may not be farorifed a 
0 By tories which I thall tell tell” you. of him here 
\ c 2 1 8 
Tam going now, Sales to relate to yon one 
< of thoſe ſtrange accidents, which are produced by 
* ſuch a train of W that mere chance 
aa = ** 
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* hath: been thaught incapable of bringing them ta- 
/ *! and which have therefore given birth, in 
+. 49-157 06 jp pho peo rover other 


| imaginary 2 UIGD kf Deen 
were *. 833 expetting the, arrival. 
© of the Doctor ; our meſſenger had been gone much 
© more than a ſofficient time, which to us, you max 
* be aſſured, appeared not at all ſhorter than it was, 
+ when nurſe, who had gone out oß doors on | ſome 
© errand, came running haſtily to. us, crying out, 
O my dear young e her Ladyſtip's coach 
e is jaſt at the door.” Amelia turned pale as death 
dat theſe words; indeed, I feared ſhe would harre 
© fainted, if 1 could be ſaid to fear, who had ſcarce 
any of my ſenſes left, and vt in u condition: little 
# better than my angehs. 213 7615 3 
While we were dend ie a [droadfut ai 
* « Amelia fallen back in her chair with the counte - 
* nance in which ghoſts are painted; myſelf at her 
© feet, with a complexion of no very different co+. 
* lour, and nurſe ſcreaming out, and throw ing water 
„in Ameha's face, Mrs Harris entered the room. At 
the ſight of this ſcene, the threw herſelf 3 25 
into a chair, and called immediately for a 
water, which Miſs Betty, her daughter, ſupp hea her 
with; for as to nurſe, nothing was capable of makin 
© any impreſſion on her, Whilit the ee, her 
young millreſs to be in danger. S 
The Doctor had now marines the room, 4 
coming immediately up to Amelia, after ſome ex- 
_ © preflions' of ſurpriſe, he took her by the hand, 
called her his little ſugar-plumb, and aſſared ber 
there were none but friends preſent. He then led 
her tottering acroſs the room to Mrs Harris. Ame- 
lia then fell upon her knees before her mother, 
* but the Doctor caught her up, es Uſe chat 
«+ poſture, child, only to the Almigh ghey but I need 
© not mention that Go gularity of. his wn mw 
| * know him ſo well, an 7 wal have ES 
_*» diſpute againſt addrefbing ourſelves to —_ in 2 
humbleſt poſture which we uſe towards the ſupreme 
4 3 "7 03 GAR 77008 ben TL, bbs; 
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„1 ill tre you with no more particulars 3 we- 
838 ſatisfied that the Doctor had reconciled. 
u and our affairs 10. Mrs Has; and we now 
©, proceeded direQly to church, the Dodor es. 
+ befare provided a licence. for. u. | 
But where is the. tran ident 7 grind Mia 
Matthews: ſure you nnen 

* have ſatisfied? $a +4 
Indeed, Madam, ata wall 57s, pour — 5 
| « is juſt: L had like to have forgotten, it; but you. 
cannot wonder at. me, when you reflect on that in 
teręſting part of my Rory, hich, Lam nom rela- 
ee before I mention this accident, I muſt 
Stell yon what happened after Amelia's eſcape from: — 4 
her mother's houſe. Mrs Harris at firſt ran out 
into the lane among her ſervants, and purſued us- 
2 ſhe imagined) along. the road leading to the 
* toun; but that being very dirty, and a violent 
ſtorm of rain coming, ſhe took ſhelter in an ale- 
houſe, about half à mile from. her own houſe, 
* -whither ſhe ſent for her coach: ſhe then drove to- 
5 gether. with her daughter to town; where, ſoon. 

* ,* after her arrival, ſhe fent for the Doctor, her uſy: 1 
|  $rivy counſellor in all her affairs. They fat up all - 

hr together, the Doctor endeavouring, by argu» 

" = and perſuaſions, to bring. Mrs Harris to rea». 
_ © fon; but alk. to no purpoſe, .. though, as he hath. | 
* infofmed me, Miſs. Bowy. ſeconded: him with the: 
' - warmeſt entreaties . Ne | 
Here > Miſs. Matthews. laughed; of which Booth: 
begged to know. the reaſon; ſhe at laſt, after many. 
apologies ſaid, It was- the firſt. good thing Ihe: 

ever: heard of Miſs Betty; nay, ſaid- ſhe, 
_ © aſking your pardan. for my opinion of your e | 
ſince you will have it, ere der Me 
*. the deepeſt of h 7 

Booth fetched © 


ypocrites.? | 
"A figh, and Gd be was afraid. the- | 
124 not always acted ſo. kindly ;—and then, ar =. 
ne befitation, proceeded: | 
Ton will be pleaſed, Madam, to remember, — 
1 + Jad, wabent with a verbal meſſage to the Doctor: 
5 ene meſſage was no more thawto acquaint — | 
; * 1 


* 3 13 


Chap.) A MEK „ 
. toidhfite the fovevy oF Ms edgy. - I 
_ © pany, or that he would ſend a coach to bring us t0 
+ whatever place he would pleaſe to meet us at. This 
« meſſage was to be delivered te the doctor himſelf, 
and the ediieager wis orderyd, if he ſound him not | 
at home, to go to him wherever he was. He fulfil- 
led his orders, and-told it to the Dofur, in che pres 
« - ſence of Mrs Harris.“ ' 
. '© Oh! the idiot,” cries Miſs Matthews. Not at = 
« all, anſwered Booth: « he is a very ſenſible fellow, - 
a as you will, perhaps, ſay hereafter.” He had not : 
© the leaſt reaſon to ſufpe@ that any ſecrecy was ne- 
« ceffary : for we tbok the utmoſt eare he ſhould not 
©; falpet u Well, Madam, this accident, which 
appeared ſo unfortunate, turned, in the higheſt 
degree, to our advantage. Mrs Harris no ſooner 
* heard the meſfage delivered, than ſhe fell into the 
* molt violent paſſion imaginable, and accuſed: the 
© DoRor of being in the plot, and of having conſe- 
© derated with me in the deſign of erg off her 
No 7 er. 
he Doctor, whe bad kitherto cl ſoothing - 
1 « now talked in a different ſtrain. He con- 
feſſed the accuſation, and juſtified his conduẽt 
4 ſaid he was no meddler in the family affairs of 
* thers, nor ſhould” be have concerned himſelf a1 
| © hers, but at her ou T elt; but that fince Mrs 
Harris herſelf had made him a0 age in this wat 
« ter, he would take care to acquit himſelf with ho- [| 
©. nour, and above all things to preſerve  youn lady 3 
for whom he had the higheſt eſteem; for the is, 
* cries he, and by Heavens he faid true, the molt / 
+ worthy, generous, and nable of all human beings. 
« You Kiva yourſelf, Madam, ſaid he, conſented to 
© the match. I have, at your requeſt, "made the 
« match; and then he added ſome particulars relating 
to his opinion of me, which my modeſty forbids me 
© to t'—— Nay, but,” cries Miſs Matthews, | 
I inſiſt on your conqueſt of that modeſty for once;—-- -..__ 
1 We women do not love to bear one another's 
by + praiſes, and I will be made amends by hearing the 
2 <> praiſes 
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ebenen en bee addet ſhe with 


a leer, I ſhall not think much the better of upon that 


account. In obedience to your commands then, 


: Madam, continoed he, the Doctor was ſo. kind. to. 


< ſay, he bad enquired. into. my character, and had 
6. found | had been a dutiful ſon, and an affectionate 


brother. Relations,” ſaid be. in which, whoever 


« diſcharges his duty well, gives m a well-grounded 


© hope, that he will behave as properly in all the reſt. 


lle concluded with ſaying, That Amelia“. 
« happineſs, her heart, nay, her very reputation, were: 
<. all concerned in this matter, to which as he bad. 
been made inſtrumental, be. was reſolved: to carry 


der through it; and then taking the ficence. from. 
k his pocket, declared to Mrs Harris, that be would. - 


o that inſtant and marry her daughter wherever he 
ty wr her. This | ſpeech, the Dactor's voice; his 


| Boy gion ly et ang rr rg ruder 


calculated to inſpire awe, and even terror, when he 


I pleaſes, frightened poor: Mrs, Harris, and wrought: 
5 « a more ſenſible effect than it was in his | wer do pro- 


3 ts and entvea 506% have 
what followed ': | 


CN Ss wanting pen, 


„55 pete, ack nr af teuſting the boy with. 


| ©, what I bear her now.” 
Mis Matthews, If all men were like you, all wo- 


our ſeeret, occaſioned the: diſcovery. to Mrs Harris: 
that diſcovery; put the Door upon his metal, 


Land produced that bleſſed, event which 1 have | 
F recounted-'to.you, and Which, as my mother hath. 


* ſince confeſſed, nothing but the ſpirit which he had 


*. exerted. after the diſcovery, could have brought. 
. about. 


* Wet, Madam, you man” fs we n 
ia; in which ſituation 3 11; perhaps, my. 
< happineſs incapable of 2 Perhaps it . was: 
« ſo; and yet I can with truth ſay, that the love 
© which 1 then. bore Amelia, was not comparable to 


Happy Amelia!“ cried. | 


an . RENE wired 1 2 world 1 | 
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* to0urs proceeds half the miſeries'of tanking.” 9 
That we may give the reader leifare to conſider 

well the foregoing ſentiment, we en 
e en N : 


Den aide 0 te 1 4 BY vn. a 


tn cure our reader 4 ꝓrobabl be Hivided 2n thei | 
opinion of Mr Bound, woe ps ae | 


OOTH proceeded an — 
B* 1 0 Mariegh roar 


nothing remarkable enough to menrron. I am 
«ſure 1 need not tell Miſs Matthews.” that I found 
© in my Amelia | of human nature. 
Mrs Harris at firſt gave us ſome little uneaſin 
© She had rather yielded to the Doctor than given | 
willing <onſent to the match; however, by de- 
* grees the became more and more Tativfied, and 
at laſt ſeemed perfectly reconciled. This we afcri- 
bed a good deal toe the kind offices of Miſs Betty, 
< who had always appeared to be my friend. She 
had been greatly aſſiting to Amelia in making 
ber eſcape, which I had no rtunity of men- 
* tioning to you before, and in WY things behaved 
_ * fo well, -outwardly at leaft, to apfel as well as 
1 filter, that we regarded wet as our ſincereſt 
friend. 
About half a year after our marriage, two ad- 
ditional companies were added to our regiment, i in 
one of which | was preferred to the command of a 
* lieutenant. Upon this occaſion Miſs Betty gave the 
< firſt intimation of a 2 which we have fince 
too ſeverely experienced. 
Tour ſervant, Sir,” ſays Miſs Matthews, * then 
I find I was not miſtaken in my opinion of the lady. 


No, no, thew we wy goodneſs i in a cenſorious N 
and 


As Miſs Matthews hefitated for a ſimile br an exe- 
| n Booth proceeded : © You will pleaſe to re- 


6 member, 
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3 morning took an occaſion to ſpeak to me on this 


Cy} cant. 


© of my mother's goodneſs, and declared if I had the 
word, I was ready to lay it at my Amelia's feet. 


— ” 


** 2 1 IA we 


©. member, Madam, there was formerly an a 
between myſelf and Mrs Harris, that 1 ſhould 
«ſettle all my Amelia's fortune on her, except a 
* certain ſum, which was to be laid out in my ad- 
vancement in the army but as our marriage was 
* carried on in the manner you have heard, uo ſuch 
agreement was ever executed. And fince 1 was 
© become Amelia's huſband, not a word of this mat- 


ter was ever mentioned dy the old lady; and as for 


s myſelf, I declare I had not yet awakened from that 
delicious dream ot bliſs. in which the Poſteſßon of 
Amelia had lulled me. 

Here Miſs Matthews "ſighed, | and caſt the tes 
deren of weh . ue thus wem * 
tory: 


1. Sen: ths: (my. 8 Mrs. Harris: one 


affair, She ſaid, that as 1 had e ve wich 
4 gratis to à lientenaney, ſhe would; affiſt me with 
money to carry me yet a ſep higher i and if more 

was required than was formerly mentioned, it 
+ ſhould not be wanting, ſince- ſhe was ſo pe * 


4 ſatisfied; with my behaviour to her dau 


* adding, that . ſhe: hoped. 1 had ſtill the fame iu 
clination to ſettle on * viſe the. remainder of her 


+ 1 anſwered. with very warm e 0 


And fo, Heaven knows, I would den 1 8 15 
* worlds. 

Mrs 3 foamed Sealed with the om of 
nz ſentiments, and ſaid, ſhe would immedhiatkly 
4 ſend to her lawyer and give him the neceſſary or- 
. ders; and thus ended our nn on this 0 

ject. f 
<A From this time there was a ary viſible altera- 


„tien in Miſs Betty's behaviour. She grew re- 
4 ſerved: to her ſiſter, as well as to me. She was 
fretſul and captions on the ſlighteſt occaſion ; | 


F nay, ſhe affected much to talk on the ill corte- | 


e of ag, imprudent ee eſpecially be- 
an | © fore | 


% 
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5 ; - i. 
fore her mother: and if ever any little tender- I 
< neſs or endearments eſcaped me in public towards — 
Amelia, ſhe never failed to make ſome malicious 
remark on the ſhort duration of violent paſſions; 1 

and when I have expreſſed a fond ſentiment for 1 
my wife, her — kindly wiſh 0 . | 
as much ſeven years hence, . 

| © All theſe matters have been ſince. Lo | 
4 us by reflection for vhile they actually paſſed, both 4 
Amelia and myſelf; had our thoughts oo happily | 
engaged to take notice of what diſcovered itſelf * 
in the mind of any other perſon. 1 

©, Unfortunately for us, Mrs Harris's lawyer hap- A 
- pened at this time to be at London, where buſi © 
neſs detained him upwards of a month; and as 
Mrs Harris would on no occaſion employ- aoy 
other, our affair was under an entire peri 
till his return. 1 
Amelia, who Was now ** wich. child; nad jy 5; Soo 
* expreſſed the deepeſt concern at her apprehen-xk 
* ſions of my being ſome time commanded abroad.. 
n circumſtance - which ſhe: declared, if it ſhould 
ever happen to her, even though the ſhould net 
then be in the ſame ſituation as at preſeut, would 
< 1infallibly. break her heart. Theſe remonſtrances 
were made with fuch tenderneſs, and ſo much 
affected me, that to avoid any probability of ſuen 
an event, I endeavoured to get an exchange into 
the horſe· guards, a body troops which very 
rarely goes abroad, unleſs where the King himſelf | 
4 9 in perſon. I ſoon found an officer fer 
: 51 purpoſe, the terms were agreed on, and Mrs 
"A — ordered the money which I Was to pay 
5 to be ready, notwithſtanding the oppoſition made | 
* by Mails Betty, who openly diſſuaded her mother 1 
from it; alledging that the exchange was highly . 
* to my e; that I could never hope to * 
* riſe in the army after it; not forgetting, at te 

1 * ſame time, ſome infinuations very e eee — 

my reputation as a ſoldier. . 

When every thing was agreed on, andthe: two 

* commithons were actnally made out, but not 

Vor. X. 1 5 ſigned 
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ſigned one day, at my return from 
* —— * nr to me, and eagerly em- 
; Pap nr the 8 K. out, O Billy, 1 have neus 
. you, which delights my ſoul. Nothing ſure 
was ever (o fortunate as the exchange you have 
* made. The regiment you was former] in is or- | 
1 dered to Gibraltar? f keg 
I L received this news iti leſs tranſport than 
it was delivered. 1 anſwered coldly; Since the 
s caſe was ſo, I heartily hoped the commiſſions 
* might be both ſigned.. "What do you ſay?” replied 
Amelia eagerly; * ſure you told me every thing 
4 was entirely ſettled. That look of yours frightens 
. me to death'—But I am running into too minute 
:s particulars. In ſhort, I received a letter by that 
very poſt from the officer with whom 1 had ex- 
changed, inſiſting, that though his majeſty had 
5 not ſigned the commiſſions, that ſtill the bargain - 
was valid, partly urging it as a right, and partly 
= deſiring it as A favour, that hon re ni | 
t raltar an my room. 
This letter convinced me i in every point. . — 


„ now informed that the commiſſions 


ſigned, and conſequently that the exchange w 
not completed. Of conſequence the other 3 
. ** have no right to inſiſt on going; and as for grant- 

ing him ſuch a favour, I too clearly ſaw I muft 

do it at the expence of my honour. I was now 

reduced to a dilemma, the moſt dreadful which 1 
think any man can experience; in which I am not 

* aſhamed to own, I found. love was not ſo over- 
matched by honour as he ought to have _ 

The thoughts of leaving Amelia, in her 

condition, to miſery, perhaps to death 5 5 
-5 neſs, were inſupportable; nor could any other 

_ < conſideration. but that, which now tormented me 


. on the other ſide, have combated them a mo- 


ment.“ 


41 © No: woman upon earth,” "cries Miſs Matthews, 
f 1 of ſpirit in a man more than 
myſelf; and yet I cannot help —y you was 
© eee 


5 + You 
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Chap. 9. 


ou will allow, Madam,” anſwered Booth, that 
_ © whoever offends againſt the laws of honour in the 
_ © leaſt inſtance, is treated as the higheſt delinquent. 
ere is no excuſe, no pardon; and he doth nothing 
who leaves any thing undone. But if the conflic 
| «was fo terrible with myſelf alone, what was my 
ſituation in the preſence of Amelia! how could I 
ſupport her ſighs, her tears, her agonies, her deſpair! 
1 could I bear to think myſelf the cruel cauſe of her 
« ſufferings, for ſo I was! ceuld 1 endure the thought 
« of having it in my power to give her inſtant. Ons 
for ſo it, was, and refuſe it her/! 
Miss Betty was now again ws mn Gd 
She had ſcarce been civil do me for a fortuight laſt 
« paſt, yet now ſhe commended me to the ſkies, 
and as ſeverely blamed her filter, whom ſhe ur- 
* raigned of the moſt contemptible weakneſs,” in 
. © preferring my ſafety to my honour; ſhe ſaid many 
* ill-natured things on the eccaſion, Which I ſhall not 
now repeat. Kl, 
In the midſt of this hurricane, the good Door, | 
came to dine with Mrs Harris, aud. we Ry. 
delivered his opinion on the matter.. 
Here Mr Booth was interrupted: in his KA BYE 


by the arrival of a perſon whom we —_— ne 
wann | " FEM | 
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CHAP. 3 f 
ca 4 ſeene of a different lind from an of the 
| : Preceding. $85 ) 


HE gent gentleman who now arrived. was. the 
peg or, if you pleaſe, (for ſa he pleaſed. 
to call himſelf), the governor of the priſon, . 

He uſed ſo little ceremony at his approach, that 
the bolt, which was very fight on the inſide, gave 
way, and the door immediately flew open. He 
had no ſooner entered the room than he acquainted -- 
Miſs Matthews that he had brought her. very good 
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E and, perhaps, his fright had occaſioned 
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— owplies with; /he/izequatated 
Miis Matthews that the wounded gentleman was not 
dead, nor was his waund thought to be mortal: that 


away; but 1 believe, Madam,“ ſaid he, 

e the proper — you may be bailed 
© to-morrow. I expect the here this evening, 
and if you put the buſineſs into his hands, I war- 


rant it will be done. Money to be ſure muſt be 


© parted with, that's to be ſure. People to be ſure. 
vill expect to touch a little in ſuch caſes. For my 
© own part, I never defire to keep a priſoner longer 
than the law allows, not I: I always inform them 
© they can be bailed, as ſoon as I know it. I never 
make any bargain, not I; 1 always love to leave 


_ © thoſe things to the gentlemen and ladies them- 


en ſelves. I never n er and ladies of 
wanting generoſity.“ 


Miſs: Matthews made a very flight ajiſwer to all 


theſe friendly profeſſions”, She ſaid, ſhe had done 
- nothing the repented of, and was indifferent as to 


the event. „Al 1 cn ſay, cries ſhe, is, that if 
© the wretch is alive, there is no greater villain in 
< life than himſelf; and inſtead of mentioning any _ 
thing” of the bail, ſhe begged the keeper to leave 


her again alone with Mr Booth, The keeper re- 


plied, * Nay, Madam, perhaps it may be better to 
* ſtay a little longer here, if, yon have not bail 


- 4 ready, than to buy them too dear. Beſides, a 


day of two henee, when the gentleman is paſt alk 


danger of recovery, to be ſure ſome folks that 
_ © would expect an extraordinary fee now, cannot 


5 expe@ to touch any thing. And to be fure 


you 3 
„ ſhall want nothing here. The beſt of all things 
are to be had here for money, both eatable and 


th 


* drinkable; though I fay it, I ſhan't turn my back 


to any of the taverns for either eatables or wine. 


© The Captain there need not have been ſo thy of 
* owning himſelf when he firſt came in; we have 


„bad captaitis and other great gentlemen here be- | 


ore noc; and no Mme to them, though 1 fay | 


* 
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«its Many a tleman is ſometimes found 
© in 3 . — them half ſo well, let 
L me ee. (Captain Book, let me tell them 
that. 
i ©. I fee, Sir,” - anſwered Booth, a little ads: 
c that you ave; ampuninent: wiitoony tcle 36: oth 9 
1 name.“ J 1 * | 
A, d cries "the heebar, „ 
the more for it. I love the gentlemen of the 
« army, I was in the army myſelf formerly; in 
© the Lord of Oxztord's horſe, It is true I rode pri- 
vate; but 1 had money enough to have bought 
* in. quarter-maiter, when | took it into my head to 
* marry, and my wife the, did not like that 1 thopld 
+ continue a ſoldier; the was all for in vie 7 
and ſo came to this buſineſs,” _ 
Upon my word, Sir,” anſwered Booth, vou 
* conſulted your wife's inclinations. very notably ; 
but pray, will you ſatisfy my curioſity, in telling; .. 
me how you became acquainted; that I was in the- 
army? for my dreſs, | think, could not betray me.” 
- © Beiray! replied the keeper, there is no ih 
8 * raying here, 1 hope I am not a perſon to be 
people. But you are ſo ſhy and peery, you wo 4 
almoſt make one ſuſpect there was more in the 
matter. And if there be, 1 promiſe you, you 
need not be afraid of telling it me. You will ex- 
cuſe me giving you a hint; but the ſooner the bet 
© ter; that's all. Others may be before-hand with 
you, and firit come firſt ſerved on theſe occaſions : 
* that's all. Informers are odious, there's no doubt 
of that, and no one would care. to be an informer 
* if he could help it, becauſe of the ill uſage, they 
, always receive ſrom the mob; yet it is dangerous 
to truſt too much; and when ſafety and a good 
part of the reward too are on one ſide, and the 
gallows on the other 1 know which a wiſe man 
* would chuſe. e 
What he devil do you mean by all this ?* cries 
Booth, 


5 No offence, | I hope,” anſwered the keeper; '1 
. your good, * if yon have been +, 
I 3 : 
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Not 1,” anfwered Booth, my honour,” - 
May, nay,' replied the keeper, with a contemp- 
wennn Faeer,.* if you are ſo peery as that comes to, 
vou muſt take the conſequenee.— But ſor my part, 
« I knowl * not truſt Robinſon with N 
untold. Due eh * TO 
3 What do ben mean?* eries boeh: 4 who is Ro- 
_ © binſon?® ? 

And you aon know Robinſon p infwered the 
keeper with great emotion., To which Booth reply- 
ing in the negative; the keeper, after ſome tokens of _ 
amezement, cried out; Well, Captain, I muſt 

© fay you are the beſt at it, of all the gentlemen 
* Il ever ſaw. However, I will tell you this: the 
© lawyer and Mr Robinſon have been laying their 
_ © heads together about you above half an hour this 
© afternoon. - I overheard them mention Captain 
Booth ſeveral times; and fot my part, I would 
© not anſwer that Mr Morphy is not now gone 
© about the buſineſs; but if you will impeach |a 
- © to me of the road. or any thing elſe, I will 
© away to his Worſhip Thraſher this inſtant, bers 
am ſure 1 have intereſt a with him to get = 
© you admitted an evidence.” 
And fo,” cries Booth, + you really take me for a 
8 hizhwayman?” + 0 
No offence," captain; 1 hope,” ſabs the Veeper : 
_ © as times go, there are many worſe men in the 
< world than thoſe. Gentlemen may be driven to : 
< diſtreſs, and when they are, I know no more qd or 
_ © teeler way than the road. It hath been many a brate 
man's caſe, to my knowledge, and men of ae, 
© honour too as any in the world.” | | | : 

Well, Sir,” faid Booth, 1 affure you I am not 
that gentleman of honour you imagine me. 

Miſs Matthews, who had long underſtood the keeper 
no better than Mr Booth, no ſooner heard his mean- 
ing explained, than the was fired with gene in- 
dignation than the gentleman had expreſſcd. How | 
k © be you, Sir, ſaid the to the keeper, © * | 
; 9 . "LEE | | | 1 | MY | 
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of faſhion, and Sho hath had the hononr” to bear | 
his Majeſty's commiſſion in the army, as you your- 
© ſelf own you know? if his misfortunes have ſent 
him hither, ſure we have no laws that will protect 
_ « ſuch a fellow as you in inſulting him. Fellow'!* 
muttered the keeper, « 1 would not adviſe you, 

„Madam, to uſe ſuch to me.. Do you 
© dare threaten me, replied Miſs Matthews in a rage; 
venture in the leaſt inſtance to exceed your authoris 
ty with regard to me, and I will: gn nan: you 
vith the utmoſt vengeance,” 

A ſcene of very high altereation now enki till L 
Booth interpoſed, and quieted the keeper, who was, 
perhaps, enough inclined to an accommodation; 
for, in truth, he waged unequal war. He was bes: 
fides unwilling to incenſe Miſs Matthews, whom he 
expected to be bailed out the next day, and who 
had more momey left than he intended ſhe ſhould 
carry out of the priſon with her; and as for any 

violent or unjultifiable methods, the lady had di- 
covered much too great a ſpirit to be in danger of 
them. The Governor therefore, in a very gentle 
tone, Sen that if he had given any offence to 
the gentleman, he heartily aſked his pardon; that 
if he had known him to be really 2 captain, he 
ſhould not have entertained any ſuch ſuſpicions; 
but the captain was a very common title in that 
place, and belonged to feveral gentlemen that had 
never been in the army, or at moſt bauen ene | 
* himſelf. To be fare, Captain,” ſaid he, as 

* you yourſelf own, your dreſs is not very mili- / 
* tary, (for he had on a plain fultian ſuit); © and be- 
* ſides, as the lawyer lays, ngſcitur 4 72 is a very 

good rule. And I don't believe there is a greater 
* raſcal upon earth than that ſame Robinſon that 
* | was talking of. Nay, I affure you, I wiſh 
there may be no miſchief hatching againſt you. 


© But if there is, I will do all I can with the lawyer 


to prevent it. To be ſure Mr Murphy is one of 
© the clevereſt men in the world at the law: that 
even his enemies muſt own; and as 1 recommend 


4 > _ to all the buſincls I can, (nar; is not a little 
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to be ſore' that ariſes in this n 
turn deſerves another. And [ may expect that 

be will not be concerned in any plot to ruin any 
friend of mine; at leaſt when I deſire him not. 


1 e e noel age greg 
* wou A Gut 
Booth was then ſatisfied that Mr Robinſon, whom 
be did not yet know by name, was the gameſtier 
__.. who: had won his money at play. And now, Miſs 
Matthews, who had very impatiently borne this long 
interruption, prevailed on the keeper to withdraw. 


W As ſoon as he was gone, Mr Booth began to felici- 
| tate her upon the news of the wounded tlemaiy _ 
being in a fair likelihood of eee o which, 


after ſhort ſilence, ſhe anſwered, there is — i 
* perhaps, which you will not eaſily gueſs, that 
makes your congratulation more agreeable to me 
© than the firſt account 1 heard of the villain's having 
. © eſcaped the fate he deſerves: for, , do aſſure ou, 
at firſt, it did not make me amends for the inter- 
= © ruption of my curioſity. - Now, I hope, we ſhall 
= be diſturbed no more, till you have finiſhed x 
_ ©. whole ſtoxy. You left off, I think, fome where 
the ſtruggle about leaving Amelia, the bappy 
Amelia. And can you call her happy at ſuch a 
period? cries Booth. Happy, ay, happy, in any 
= ſituation, anſwered Miſs Matthews, with ſuch a 
© huſband. 1, at leaſt, may well think ſo, who have 
experienced the very reverſe of her fortune; but 
= I vas not born to N 6 1 way ſay with the 
= : 2 „ 12 r 
| . The blackeſt ink of Fate was fore my lot, # 4 
=_ * And when Fate writ my name it made a blot.” 


Nay, nay, dear Miſs Matthews,” anſwered Booth; 
vod muſt, and ſhall baniſh ſuch gloomy thoughts. 
Fate hath, I hope, many happy days in ſtore ſor 

e © you.”——-* Do you believe it, Mr Booth?“ re- 
plied the, © indeed you know the contrary Jou muſt 
now For you can't have forgot. No Amelia in 

* the world can have quite obliterated Forgetfulneſs 
8 . If it was, indeed, 1 have | | 
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* reaſop to think—— But I know not what I am fay- 
c ing.Pray dd, proceed in that ſtor 77 

Booth ſo immediately complied wick this requeſt, 
that it is poſſible he was pleaſed with it. To ſay the 
truth, if all which unwittingly dropped from Miſs 
Matthews. was put — concluſions might, 
it ſeems, be drawn from the whole, which could not 
convey a very agreeable idea to a conſtant huſband. 


Booth therefore proceeded to. relate "ge is 8 
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CHAP. I. 


In which Mr Booth reſumes his Flory. 


I am not miſtaken, Madam,” continued Booth, | 
£29 I I was juſt going to acquaint you with the 

Doctor's opinion, when we were e by 

* the keeper. 

the Doctor having heard counſel L ſides, 
that is to ſay, Mrs Harris for my ing, and 

* Miſs Betty for my going, at laſt ere hi 

* ſentiments. - As for Amelia, ſhe ſat ſilent, drown- 
ed in her tears; nor was I myſelf in a much better f 
ſituation. 

2s the commiſſions are not ſigned, faid the 

Doctor, I think you may be ſaid to remain in 

your former regiment; and therefore I think you 
r e to go on this expedition; your duty to your 
| king ant country, whoſe bread you have eaten, 

1 requires it; and this is a duty of too high a na- 
* ture to admit the leaſt deficiency, Regard to- 

© your charaQter likewiſe requires you to go: for 

% the world, which might juſtly blame your 1.111 
_ « at home, if the caſe was even fairly ſtated, will 
not deal ſo honeſtty by you: you muſt expect to 
have every circumſtance againſt you heightened, 

«© and moſt of what makes for your defence omitted: 

« and thus you will be ſtigmatized as a coward, 

* without any palhation. As the malicious difpoſi- 

” tion of * is too well known, and the uruel 
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0 leafure which they take in deſtroying the repu- 

r GH A ATR 
« knowledge'is to afford no handle to reproach : for, 
* bad as world is, it ſeldom falls on any man 

4% who e — ſome . cauſe for cenſure, 
2 is, perhaps, is often aggravated ten 
„ thouſand fold; and when we blame nn 
4 of the agravation, we ought not to for our 
% own imprudence in giving the occaſion. Remem- 
ber, my boy, your honour is at ſtake; and you 
„% know how nice the honour of a ſoldier is in theſe 
„ caſes. This is a treaſure, which he muſt be your 
enemy indeed who would attempt to rob you of. 
Therefore you ought to confider every one as your 
enemy, who, by defiring res, ſtay, would * 
« you of your honour.” 

Do you hear that, ſiſter ?? cries Miſs Betty, — 
£ Yes, I do hear it,“ anfwered Amelia, with more 
_ © ſpirit than I ever ſaw her exert before, and would 
“ preſerve his honour at the expence of my life. I 
* will preſerve it, if ĩt ſhould be at that expence ; and 

« fince it is Dr Harriſon's opinion that he ought to 

“ go, I give my conſent. Go, my dear huſband, 

* cried ſhe, falling 5155 her knees; may every angel 
of Heaven guard and preſerve vou. —I cannot 
* repeat her words without being affected, ſaid he, 
wiping his eyes; the excellence of that woman, no 
words can paint; Miſs Matthews, the hath _ 
perfection in human nature. 

© I will not tire you with the repetition. of any | 
more that paſſed on that occaſion; nor with the 

« quarrel that enſued between Mrs Harris and the 

* Door; for the old lady could not ſubmit to my 

leaving ber daughter in her preſent condition. She 

fell ſeverely on the army, and curſed the day in 

s which' her daughter was married to a ſoldier, not 

* ſparing the Doctor for having had ſome ſhare in 

the match. I will omit likewiſe. the tender ſcene - 

+ which paſſed between Amelia and . previpus 

to my departure. 

| . would not,” cries 266 e 
WS, 
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Wess. nothing ddights me more than ſcenes of ten- 
derneſs. I fhould be glad to kno, if r b 
* ſyllable which was uttered on both ſides.“ ; 

81 I will indulge you then,” cries Booth, © as far as 
„inen porer-/ Indeed, I believe, I am able to 

* recolle& much the greateſt ꝓart; _ the. r ; 
is never to be effaced from my m ' 
lie then (proceeded as Miſs — defied; but 


deft all our readers ſhonld not be of her opinion, we 


vill, according to our uſual cuſtom, endeavour to ae- 
commodate ourſelves to every taſte, and ſhall, there - 
fore, place this ſcene in a chapter by itſelf, which we 


| deſire all wur readers who do mot love, or who, perhaps. 


do not know the pleaſure of tenderneſs, to paſs over; 
Mace eee e to the 


Monk 1 che narrative. 


_ 
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HE Doctor, Madam, continued Booth, ſpent 
* bis evening at Mr Harris's honſe, np By I 


i fat with him whilt he ſmoaked his pillow-pipe, 


©, his phraſe is. Amelia was retired above Ml 


nn hour to her chamber, before T went to her. At 


my entrance, I found her on her knees, a poſture 
in which I never diſturbed her. In a few minutes 


ſhe aroſe, came to me, and embracing me, ſaid, 


© She had been praying for reſolution to ſupport the 


© cruelleſt moment ſhe Ip ever undergone, or could 


* poſſibly undergo. I reminded her how much more 
* bitter a farewel would be on a death-bed, when we 
© never could meet, in this world at leaſt, again. 1 
then endeavoured to leſſen all thoſe objects which 
© alarmed her moſt, and particularly rhe danger 1 
< was to encounter; upon which head I Teemed a 


= Hetle to comfort her ;—but the probable length of 


my abſence, and the certain length of my voyage, 
< were circumſtances which no oratory of mine could 


6 - © even palliate” Oh! heavens,” ſaid ſhe, burſting 


into tears, can I bear to think that hund = | 
3 go © tho 
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eee ought I know, of miles or leagues, 
00 gy en. + lands and ſeas are between us. What is the 
proſpect ſtom that mount in our garden, where 
** * ſat ſo many happy hours with my Billy? 
« what is the diſtance between that and: the fartheſt 
„ hill which we ſee from thence, compared to the 
« diſtance which will be between us? Jou cannot 
« wonder at this idea; you mult remember, my 
„ Billy, at this place, this very —_ came for- 
% merly into my -foreboding mind. I then begged 
4 you to leave the army. Why would you not com- 
* ply? did I not tell you then, that the ſmalleſt cottage 
*. we could ſurvey from the mount, would be with 
« you a paradiſe to me? it would be ſo ſtill, why 
can't my Billy think ſo? am I fo much his ſu- 
10 perior in love? where is the diſhonour, Billy? or 
* if there be any, will it reach our ears in our little 
* hut? are glory and fame, and not his Amelia, 
* the happineis of my huſband? Go then, purchaſe 
? . at my expence. Lou will pay a few ſighs, 
perhaps a few tears at parting, and then new 
* ſcenes will drive away the thoughts of poor Ame- 
lia from your boſom; but what affiftance ſhall 1 
| 2 in my affliction : not that any change of 
ſcene could drive you one moment from my re- 
* membeance ; yet here every object I behold will 
« place your loved idea in the liveliet- manner be⸗ 
fore my eyes. This is the bed in which you 
* have repoſed; that is the chair on which you ſat: 
* pin. eſp nds you have flood: theſe books 
* you have read to me. Can | walk among our beds 
of flowers, without viewing your favourites, nay, 
* thoſe which you have planted with your own hands? 
can l ſee one beauty from our beloved mount, which 
you have not pointed out to me?'——— Thus ſhe 
5. went on, the woman, Madam, you fee ſtill 
* vailing./——* Since you mention it, fays Miſs Mat- 
thews, with a ſmile, © I own the ſame obſervation 


occurred to me. It is too natural to us to conſider 
* ourſelves only, Mr Booth. , You ſhall hear, he 
cried, —, at laſt, the thoughts of her preſent con- 
dition ſuggeſted themſelves,'-———* But if, ſaid the, 
% my ſituation,” even in — will be fo. intole- 
Vo. X. 4 rable, 


* # 
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. rable, how ſhall 1, in the danger and agonies of 

2 child - birth, ſupport your abſence . Here ſhe 
ſtopped, and leoking on me with all the tender- 
* neſs imaginable, cried out, And am then ſuch 
% wretch. to with: for your preſence at ſuch a ſea» 
% ſon ! ought I not to rejoice that yon are out of 
* the hearing of my cries,. or the knowledge of my 
“ pains? if I die, will you not have tw, the hor- 


„ rors of a parting, ten thouſand times more dread-. 


«+ ful than this? Go, go, my Billy; the very circum- 
* ſtance which made me moſt dread your departure, 
4 hath ' perfeQly reconciled me to it. I perceive 
4 elearly:now, that I was only wiſhing to ſupport yy 
» own weakneſs with. your ſtrength, and to relieve - 
+. my own pains at the price of yours. Believe me, 
* my dove, I am aſhamed of myſelf '——1 caught 
© her in my arms with raptures not to be expreſſed in 
e Words, called her my heroine; ſure none ever bet- 
ter deſerved that name: after which we remained 
ſor ſome time ſpeechleſs, and locked 4n each other's 
* embraces.'— ] am convinced, ſaid Miis Matthews, 
with a ſigh, there are moments in lie worth Lal 
4 chaſin with worlds. __ 
9 gth the fatal morning came, I endeavour- 
on * to hide every pang of my heart, and to wear 
the utmoſt gaiety in my countenance. - Amelia act- 
ed the ſame part. In theſe aſſumed characters we 
met the family at breakfaſt; at their breakfaſt, I 
mean: for we were both full already. The Doctor 
had ſpent” above an hour that morning in diſcourſe 
with Mrs Harris, and had, in ſome meaſure, recon- 
5 ciled her to my departure. He now made uſe of 
every art to relieve the poor diſtreſſed Amelia; not 
by ;ioveighing againſt the folly of or by ſe- 
1 rionſly 6. x _— to grieve; 3 
* ſufficiently performed by Miſs Betty. The Doctor, 
£ on the contrary, had recourſe to means Which 
might caſt a veil over the idea of grief, and raiſe 
comfortable images in my angels mind. He, en- 
+ deavoured to leſſen the ſuppoſed length of my ab- 


.  _ 4 ſence, by diſcourſing on matters which were more 


< diftant in time He ſaid, he intended next year to 
« oebuild a part of bis parſouage-bouſe,—- And you. 
<«.Captain,” 


- 


- I” 


* jt. 


*. $ 
i 


[AA vo © "We OO Y” 00 Ry, = ow TENTH 


Chap. 2. E tA 1 
« Captain} ſays he, -* ſhall-lay: the corner - Mone, K 


4 profile you; with many other inſtanees of the like 


nature, er believe, ſ | 
on us both. - ha bs _ e 


Amelia ſpoke ven Eule z 0 more tears thaw 
words dropt from her; however, ſhe ſeemed re · 


ſolved to bear her affliction with reſignation. But 


« when the dreadful news arrived that the horſes were 
« ready, and I, — foe my leave of all the reſt; 


« at laſt approached ſhe was unable to ſupport 
the conflict with nature any longer; and clinging 


round my neck, ſhe cried . Farewel, fare wel for 


© ever: for I ſhall never; never, ſee you more fl 
« which words the blood entirely forſook her lovely 
« cheeks, and ſhe became a lifeleſs corpſe in my arms. 


Amelia continaed ſo long motionleſs; that the 
„Doctor, as weil as Mrs Harris, to be under 
the moſt. terrible apprehtnfions : they -informed 


me afterwards; for at that time IL was — of 
making any obſervation: I had indeed very little 
« more uſe of my ſenſes than. the dear ereature whom 
«. | ſupported,, At length, however, we were all de- 


© livered from our fears; and life again viſited the 


* lovelieſt manſion. that: man nature 1 ſured 


| «Td; and! yer es teria; n wil - 


had happened, and Amelia continued yet fo weak 
and ill, that I determined, whatever might be the 


© conſequence; not to leave her that day: which re» 


ſolution ſhe was no ſooner acquainted- with, than 
© ſhe fell on her knees, crying, Good Heaven, I thank 


« thee for this reprieve at leaſt. Oh! that every hour | 


64. Gf. my . life could nnn : 
« day.“ 
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good friend. the Dae e a. 


_ * He ſaid, he had intended to viſit a family in ſome 
_ © affliction ; but I don't know, ſaid be, why L ſhould 


< ride a dozen. miles after affliction, when we have 

enough here.. Of all mankind, the Doctor is the 
beſt of comforters. As his excellive good-nature: 
2 him take vait delight in the office; ſo his 


bs penetration into the human mind, joined. to- 
* 


great experience, renders him. dhe colt w 
K 2 {£42 « fuk 


— 
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ul proficient in it; and be ſo well knows when to 
: my when to reaſon, and when to ridiedle, that 
be never applies any of thoſe arts improperly, which 
- © is almoſt univerſally the caſe with the phyſicians of 
the mind, and which it requires great udgment 
« and-dexterity to avoid. . : 
The Doctor principally applied himſelf to ridicu · 
nog the dangers of the fiege, in which he ſucceeds 
ed fo well, that he fomerimes forced! a ſmile even 
into the face of Amelia. But what moſt comforted 
© her; were the arguments he uſed to convince her of 
dhe probability of my ſpeedy, if not immediate re- 
turn He ſaid, the general opinion was, that the 
place would be: taken before our arrival there; in 
< which caſe, we ſhould have nothing more to do, than 
to make the beſt of aur way home again. 
Amelia was ſo lulled by theſe arts, that ſhe paſted 
a the day much better than I expected. Though the 
Doctor could not make pride ſtron to con- 
quer love; yet, he exalted the for r to make ſome 
fſtand the latter; inſomuch, that my w_ 
Amelia, I believe, more than once flattered h Len 
* ſelf to ſpeak the language of the world, that 
b: had gained an entire viQory over her paſs 
© ſion; till love brought up a reinforcement, if L 
may uſe that eu . e - and bore daun 
all before him. 
In the wem! the Dohr and I ba another 
half hour together, when he propoſed to me to en:. 
deavour to leave Amelia aſleep in the morning, and 
4 promiſed me to be at hand when ſhe awaked, and 
to ſupport her with all the aſſiſtance in his power. 
He added, that nothing was more fooliſh, than for 
friends to take leave of each other. It is true, in- 
er deed, ſays he, in the common acquaintance and 
2 friendſhip of the world, this is a very harmleſs ce 
„ remony; but between two perſons who really love 
% ench other, the church of Rome never invented a 
% penance half fo ſevere as e- which we abſurdly 
* impoſe on ourſelves > | 
<1 greatly approved the DoRor's propoſal — 
ed him, and promiſed, if poſſible, to put it in exe- 
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had juſt faſtened it as I came to her. 


. proſound ſleep. In which fleep 1. left her; and: 


% . , ̃ↄ—Ü Ä— RR 
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+ tily wiſhed me well, faying, in bis blunt way. 


* Well, boy, I hope to ſee thee: crowned with laurels 


at thy return; one/ comfort | have, at leaſt; that . 


"ts ſtone walls ang a ſea will prevent thee from running. 


« away. 

When [ had-left the Doctor, l repaired to my . 
melia, whom I found in her chamber, employed in a. 
« very different manner from what ihe lad been the 
« preceding night; ſhe was buſy in packing up ſome 


„ trinkets ue endet which ſhe deſired me to carry 


+ with me. This caſket was her dun work, and (he: 


fler eyes very plainly diſcovered what. had paid 
« while ſhe was: engaged in her work; however, her 
countenance was now ſerene, and ſhe ſpoke at leaſt 
« with ſome chearfulneſs. But aſter ſome time, You 
4 muſt take care of this caſket, Billy,” ſaid ſhe, you 


muſt indeed; Billy, for . here paſſion almoſt: 
choaked her, till a flood of tears gave her relief, and 


then ſhe-proceeded--—-* For | ſhall be the h 


« woman that ever was born when 1 ſee it again“ 


I told her, with the bleſſing of God that day would: 


© ſoon come. Soon anſwered ſhe, No, Billy, not 


« ſoon; a week is an age: but et the happy 


% day may come. It ſhall, it muſt, it will I— es, 
« Billy, we ſhall meet never to part again: even- 
« in this world LE hope. Pardon my weakneſs, Miſs- 
© Matthews, but upon. my ſoul-[ cannot help it, cried» 


he, wiping- bis eyes — Well, I wonder at your- pa 


© tience, and | wilt try it no longer. Amelia, tired“ 


+ ont with-fo long a ſtruggle between variety of pa- 
ſions, and having not cloſed her eyes during three: 


ſucceſſive nights, towards the morning fell inte a 


o having dreſſed myſelf with all the expedition ima 
* nable; finging, whiſtling, hurryiag, attempting 


* 


every een apt: thought, I =—unted mx 


* horſe, which; | overnight. ordered to be ready, 


aud galloped away from that. houſe. NO __ Fe 
© treaſure. was depoſited- 2 


e — have, Pan eee your com. 


i 4 mands, run through a ſeene, Which, if it hath been 


+ tireſome-to- vou, you muſt yet arqu⁰ me of having 
IF K 3 8 
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+ obtruded upon you.” This 1 am convinced of, that 


no one is capable ———ä— hath - 


„ not a heart full of tenderneis, and 


SK "then, unleſs he bath been in the fawe ſituation, — 


CHAP. II. = 
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7ELL; Madam, Malt Wing. Hort ve 
4 of Ameka. I ads a full mile before I once 
* ſuffered myſelf” to look back; but now bemg come 


. to the top of a little hill, the laſt (pot | knew-which 
* could me a proſpect of Mrs Harris's houſe, 


my ion failed; I ſtopped, and caſt my eyes 
„ backward: Shall I tell you what 1 felt at that 
* inſtant? x do aſſure you I am not able. So many 


tender ideas crowded at once into my mind, that 


if I may uſe the expreffion, they almoſt diſſolved my 
* heart. And now, Madam, the molt unfortunate 
* accident came firſt into my head. | This was, that 
J had in the hurry and — |defe the dear 
eaſket behind me. The thought of going back at 
firſt ſuggeſted itſelf; but the conſequences: of that 
were too apparent. I therefore reſolved to ſend 
© my man, and in · the mean time to ride on ſoftly on 


© my road. He immediately executed my orders, and 


5 after ſome time, feeding my eyes with that delicious 
and yet heart · felt proſpect, ] at laſt turned my horſe 


to deſcend the hill, and · proceedetii about a hundred 


yards, when, conſidering with myſelf, that I ſhould 
* loſe no time by 2 ſecond mdulgence, I again 
« turned back, and once more feaſted my fight with 
the fame painful pleaſure; till my man returned, 
bringing me the eaſket. and an account that Amelia 
* Mill continued in the ſweet fleep I left ber.—1 nor 


N ſuddeuly rurned my horſe for the laſt time, and with | 
the utmoſt reſolution purſued my 1 


journey. | 
II perceived my man at his — 2 —— | 
mention any thing of him, it may be proper, 
Madam, to acquaint you who he was. He was the 
ſoſter · brother of my Amelia. This young fellow 


8 2had taken itimo his bead vo go inco 2 and 


: * he 
» „ $ " , 
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« he was deſirous to ſerve under may command. The 
Doctor conſented to diſcharge him; his mother at 
« laſt yielded to his importunities 3 and I was very 
© eafily prevailed onto liſt one of the handſomeſt 
« young fellows in- England. 

"Yon will enfly-detlare Lied:forne Kekeimaielity 
to one whoſe milk Amelia had ſucked; — 


had never ſeen the regiment,” I had no opportunity 


© to ſhew him any great mark of favour, Indeed be 
« waited on me as my ſervant; and | treated him with 


.& all the tenderneſs which can /be uſed to one in that 
"Mi ſtation. 


| © When 1 was about 10 change ie the horſes 


guards, the poor fellow 


began to droop, ſearin 
that he ſhould no ih 


be in the ſame corps wi 


me, though certainly that would not have been the 


4. caſe. However, he had never mentioned one word 
of his diſſatisfaction. — He is indeed a fellow of a 


main where | was, and that we were to go to Gib- 
* raltar together, he fell into tranſports of joy, little 
ſhort of madneſs. In thort, the poor fellow had im · 
©. bibed a very ſtrong affectian for me; though = 


+ was what F knew nothing of till long after. 
When he returned to me then,-as I ws Ging 75 
_ + with the caſket, I obſerved his eyes all over blubbers 


« ed with tears. I rebuked-him-a little too raſhly on 


this occaſion. * Hey-day!* ſays I, What is the 


„ meaning of this; I hope I have not-a-milk-fop with 
% me. It I thought you would thew ſuch a face to the 
« enemy I w leave you behind.“ Your honour 
* need not fear that, anſwered he; I ſhall find nobody 
there that I (hall love well enough to make me-ery? 
* was hi pleaſed with this anſwer, in which 1 


thought I could diſcover both ſenſe and ſpirit; I then 
* aſked him what had. occaſioned thoſe tears fince he 
© had leſt me; (for he had no ſign of any at chat time; 


and whether he had ſeen his mother at Mrs Harris's. 


* 


He anſwered in the negative, and begged that I would _ 


* aſk him no more queſtions; adding, that he was not 


very apt to cry, and he hoped he thould never give. 


me ſuch another opportunity of blaming him. I men · 


e ? RY as an . 


me; 


* 
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me; for I never could 8 — any 
| _ ©. otherwiſe than by placing them to the account of 
that diſtreſs in which: he. | he left me at that time. We 
© *-4ravelled full fortꝝ · miles that day without baiting, 
| + when arriving at the inn where | intended to reſt 
4 that night, Lretired. immediately to my chamber, 
- with my dear Amelia's caſket, the opening of which 
| 5 c enn. 
deere 
. l 
2 matters with which Amelia had-furniſhed this caſket. 
t contained medicines of all kinds, which her mo- 
_ © ther, who. was the Lady Bountiful of that country, 
& had ſupplicd her with. ” The moſt valuable of all to 
me was 2 Jock of her dear hair, which I have from 
_ © that time to this worn in my boſom. What would 
e en for a little picture of my dear 
angel, n bad loſt from her chamber about a 
2 pats doe? and which we had the higheſt rea- 
4 ſon in the world to imagine her ſuter — 
away: for the ſuſpicion lay only between her and 
2 Amelia's maid, x ho was of all. creatures the honeſteſt, 
and whom ber miſtreis. had often truſted with things | 
of much greater value: for the picture, which was. 
_ * ſet in gold, and had two or three ſittle diamonds. 
round it, was worth about twelve guineas only z. 
whereas Amelia left een Dor: care of moch. 
greater value. - N 
© Sure eries Miſs Marthews, * he could not be 
— — Fa 4 
. Not on account of the gold or the je i 
| Booth. We imputed it to mere ſpite, — which ht 
* aſſure you the abounds ; and ſhe knew that, neit to 
Amelia — there was nothing which I valued {6 
„much as this little picture: for ſuch a reſemblance 
did It bear of the original, that Hogarth himſelf did- 
never. | believe, draw a ſtronger likeneſs. Spite 
* therefore was the only motive to this cruel depres+ 
dation; and indeed her behaviour on the oceaſion 
i ſufficiently convinced us beth-of the jvitice of: our 
« ſuſpicion, though we neither of us durſt accuſe her; 
and ſhe herſelf had the aſfurance to inſiit very ſtrong- 
"= 9 not prevail) with Amelia-t0 | 


turn 


— 


4 
L 
[ 
| 
f 
| 
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turn away ber innocent maid, ping. She” would 
not live in the houſe wich a thief? 

Miſs Matthews now diſ — en Mif 
Berty, re nee, enen, 
-proceedad-in hi ce « 


* 
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a bn ous yr an 
vas ſoon. after to embark; Nothing but mirth 
< and- jollity were in the countenance of every officer 
£ and ſoldier; and as I now met ſeveral friends whom 


u had-not ſeen for above a year before, I paſſed ſ&- 


« yeral happy hours, in which poor Amelia's image 
ſeldom obtruded itfelf to interrupt my pleaſure; T's, 
confeſs the truth, dear Miſs Matthews, the tendereſt 
of paſſions is eapable of ſubſiding:; nor is abſeace 
from our deareſt friends fo unſu as ic may 
at firſt appear. Diftance of time and do really 
cure what they ſeem to aggravate; leave 
* of our friends reſembles taking leave of the world; 
concerning which it hath: been often ſaid, that it is, 


+ not death, but dying which is terrible. Here Mis 
Matthews hand inc--fit ef laughter, and cried, 1 


* ſincerely aſk, your pardon; but I cannot help lauglr- 

ing at the gravity of your philoſophy Booth an- 
— that the doctrine of che paſhons had been 
always his favdurite- ſtudy; that he was convinced 
every man acted entirely from that paſſion which was 
uppermoſt: Can I then think, ſaid he, vichout 
entertaining the utmoſt contempt for myſelf, that 


* any pleaſure upon earth could drive the thoughts 


* of Amelia one inſtant from my minds 
At length we embarked: aboard a tranſport, and 
. wind, which was at firſt 


ſoon chopped about; ſo that we were obliged, 
— —.— days, to beat to windward; as the ſea 
1 * Daring this time, the taſte» which I had 

of a ſea - faring life did not appear extreme ly agree- 
“7 able. We rolled- up and down in a little narrow 


cabin, in which were three officers, all all of us ex- 
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: ted by che motion of the ſhip, by the view of each 


other, and by the ſtench of the men. But this was 
but a little taſte indeed of the miſery which was to 


follow: for we were got about fix leagues to the weſt 


* ward of Scilly, when a violent ſtorm aroſe at nor 
© eaſt, which ſoon raiſed the waves to the heighth 
mountains. Phe horror of this is not to be ade- 


- _ + quately deſcribed to thoſe who have never ſeen the. 


like. The ſtorm e oth in the evening, and as the 
© clouds brough night apace, it was foon.en- 


85 4 wrely — — had we, during many hours, any 
* other light than what was cauſed by the jarring ele- 
ments, which frequently ſent forth flaſhes, or rather 


4 ſtreams of fire; and whilſt theſe preſented the moſt 


*. dreadful objects to our eyes, the roaring of the. 


.« winds, the dathing of the waves againſt the ſhip and 


_ © gave all for loſt, and expreſſed: his eee 
being inevitably caſt on * rocks of Scilly, and 


to pieces. And now, while ſome on board were ad- 


0 
| © ſeeing, her more, was a dagger ſtuck in my heart. 


t d ecount, and the : 
5 Ws * when ſhe heard of my fate, gave me ſuch intolera — | 


each other, formed a ſound altogether as horrible tor 


<. our ears; while our ſhip, ſometimes lifted up as it 


: „Were to the ſkies, and ſometimes ſwept away at once 
az into the loweſt abyſs, ſeemed to be the ſport of 


© the winds and ſeas. The Captain 'bimſel{ almoſt 


* drefling themfelves.to the ſupreme Being, and others. 


. 2 applying for comfort to ſtrong liquors, my whole 


his were entirely engaged by my Amelia. 4 
— and tender ideas crowded\into my mind. l can 


truly ſay, that I had not à ſingle conſideration 


© about myſelf, in. which ſhe was not concerned. 
to me was leaving her: and the fear of never 


* Again; all the terrors with: which this ſtorm, if it 
her ears, muſt fill . 
vhich the muſt unde 


© pangs that I now repented my reſolution, an 
"ads 4 I own | withed, that I had taken her 


Rades, | 


: '+ and preferred love and a cottage to all the dans F 
_ «charms of honour. + wm 


© While 1 was tormenting myſelf with — | 
ditations, and had concluded myſelf as certainly 
bet. the maſigr came into the cabio,, an en © | 


S's 


23 
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+ chearfalycice, afſared us chat we had-ofcaped the 
danger, and that we had certainly paſſed to the 
« .weftward: of the rock. This was comfortable news 
to all pretent; and my Captain, who had been 
< ſome time on tris knees, leaped a up, and - - 
* teſtified his joy with a great. oak. T3 
AA perſon unuſed to the fea, would ial — 
< aſtonithed at the ſatisfaction which now diſcovered 
itſelf in the maſter, or in any on board : for the 
+ ſtorm ſtiil raged with great violence, and the day- 
light, which now appeared, preſented us with fights 
<'of horror ſufficient to terrify minds which were not 
abſolute ſla ves to the paſhon ot-fear ;; but ſo great is 
* the force of habit, — what intpires a landman 
with the higheſt apprehenſion of danger, gives not 
r 
< quick-ſands are almoſt the only objects of terror. 
Ihe maſter, however, was a little miſtaken in the 
preſent inſtance; for he had not left the cabin 4- 
©* bove an hour, before my man came running to me, 
< and acquainted me that the ſhip was half full of wa- 
ter; that the ſailors were going to hoiſt out the 
boat and fave themſelves, and begged me to co 
that moment alon with him, as [ tendered 
preſervation. With tkis account, which was con- 
c 
captain and enſign; and we altogether immediate; 
ly mounted the deck, where we found the maſter 
making uſe of all his oratory to perſuade the failors 
that the ſhip was in no danger; and at the ſame 
time employed all his authority to ſet the pumps 
* a-going, which he affured them would keep the 
_ < water under, and fave bis dear Lovely Peggy, (for 
that was the name of the which be Iwore he 
< loved-as dearly as his own fo 
Indeed this ſufficiently appeared ; for the leak was 
* ſo great; and the water flowed in ſo plentifully, that 
* his Lovely Peggy was half filled, before he could _ 
de brought to think of quitting her; but now the 
| 2... 265 66 BH and the 
— 4 © maſter himſelf, notwithſtanding all his ove for her, 
< quitted his (hip, and leaped into the boat. Every 
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roaring forth my 
agony. I made directly to the 
ſhip-fide, but was too late: for the boat, being al- 


——— 


. 
- 
PY 


©. name in a kind of 
* 


ready over- laden, put directly off. And now, Ma- 


* dam, I am going to relate to you an inſtance of 
* heroic affection in a poor fellow towards his maſter, 


Sto which love itſelf, even among perſons of ſuperior 


education, can produce but few ſimilar _inftances; 


* My poor man, being unable to get me with him into 


the boat, leaped ſuddenly into the ſea, and ſoam 


— 


back to the ſhip; and when I gently rebuked him 


for his raſhneſs, he anſwered, He choſe rather to die 


with me, than to live to carry the account of my 


death to my Amelia; at the ſame time, burſting into 


A flood of / tears, he cried, © Good heavens! what 


will that poor lady feel when the hears. of this!“ 


— he had juſt before given of un eren to- 


<a fight, the horror of which can ſcarce be imagined : 


N *. omit doing him juſtice, by ſaying, that I afterwards 


xs This tender cancern for m dear love endeared the- 
fellow more to me 1 the gallant inſtance 


«. wards myſelf. ? 2 


And now, e e eee 


for the boat had ſcarce — 
© the ſhip, when it was ſwallowed up by the mercileſs 
©. waves, which now ran fo high, that out of the num- 
aber of - perſons which were in the boat, none reco - 
vered the fhip; though many of them we ſaw mi- 
< ſerably periſh before our eyes, ſome of them very 
$ 5 giving ne 
5 leaſt aſſiſtance. 
But whatever we felt for them, we ſelt, 1 believes 
more ſor ourſelves, expecting every minute when we 
« ſhould ſhare the ſame fate. Among the reſt, one of 

tour officers  appeafed quite Rtupified with fear. I 
never indeed faw — example of the 
great power of that paſſion: 1 mult not, however, 


© ſaw the ſame man behave well in an engagement, in 
©: which he was wounded: though there hkewiſe he 


was faid to have betrayed the arg er 
unn | 


The other of ane eller pres pp leſs Rupified (if 


5 be W 


ear 
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« ſcemed almoſt inſenſible of his danger. To ſay the 
truth, I have, from this and ſome" other inſtances 
which I have ſeen, been almoſt inclined to think, 
that the courage as well as cowardice of ſools pro- 
ceeds from not knowing what is orewhat is not the 
proper object of fear: indeed, we may 'account for 
the extreme hardineſs of ſome men, in the fame 
manner as for the terrors of children at a bugbear. 
The child knows not but that the bugbear is the 
proper object of fear, the blockhead knows not 9 85 
a cannon - ball is ſo. 
As to the remaining part of the ſhip? s crew, aud 
the ſoldiery, moſt of them were dead drunk; and 
the reſt were endeavouring, as faſt as they could, to 
prepare for death in the ſame manner. 
In this dreadful ſituation we were taught chat no 
human condition ſhould inſpire men with abſolute 
deſpair: for as the ſtorm had ceaſed for ſome rime, 
the ſwelling of the ſea began conſiderably to abute: 
and we now perceived the man of war which con- 
voyed us, at no great diſtance a- ſtern. Thoſe aboard 
her eaſily perceived our ꝗiſtreſs, and made towards 
us. When they came pretty near, they hoiſted out 
two boats to our aſſiſtance. Theſe no ſooner ap- 
proached the ſhip, than they were inſtantaneouſly 
filled, and I myſelf got a place in one of them, 
chiefly by the aid of my honeſt ſervant, of whoſe 
fidelity to me on all occaſions I cannot ſpeak or 
think too highly. Indeed, I got into the boat ſo 
much the more eaſily, as a great number on board 
the ſhip were rendered by drink incapable of taking 
any care for themſelves. There was time, however, 
{or the boat to paſs and repaſs; ſo that, when we 
came to call over names, three only, of all that re- 
mained in the ſhip, after the lots of her own Page : 


* were miſſing. 


The captain, enſign, and. myſelf, were ee 
4 
* the man of war. The ſea· officers too, all except 
the captain, paid us their compliments, though 
* theſe were of the rougher kind, and not without 
* ſeveral-jokes on our eſcape. As for the captain him- 


© ſelf,” we ſcarce ſaw him during many hours; and 
Vor * | IL. 0 when | 


on. 


with many congratulations by our officers on board 
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* when he appeared, he preſented a view of majeſty 
beyond any that | had ever feen. The dignity which 
he preſerved, did indecd give me rather the idea of 
a Mogul, or a Turkiſh Emperor, than of any of the 
monarchs of Chriftendom. To ſay the truth, 1 
could reſemble his walk on the deck to nothing but 
to the image of Captain Gulliver ſtrutting among the 
Lilſiputians; he ſeemed to think himſelf a being of 
an order ſupperior to all around him, and more eſpe- 
cially to us of the land-ſervice. Nay, ſuch was 
the behaviour of all the ſea-officers and ſailors to 
us and our ſoldiers, that inſtead of appearing to 
be ſubjects of the ſame prince, engaged in one 
quarrel, and joined to ſupport one cauſe, we 
landmen rather ſeemed to be captives on board 
an enemy's, veſſel. This is a grievous misfor- 
* tune, and often proves ſo fatal to the ſervice, that 
it is great pity ſome means could not be found of 
wo CD | 12 
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Here Mr Booth ſtopped a white, to take breath. 
We will therefore give the ſame refreſhment to the 


. een e . 
x 8 / . 
The arrival of Booth at Gibraltar, with what therg 


| » befe! him. ; | Lo 
HE adventures, continued Booth, which 
. happened to me from this day till my arri- 


val at Gibraltar, art not worth recounting to you. 
_ © Aﬀter a voyage, the remainder of which was: tole- 
© rably proſperous, we arrived in that garriſon, the 
© natural ſtrength of which is ſo well known to the 
* whole world. | FS 
About a week after my arrival, it was my ſortune 
© to be ordered on a ſally-party, in which my left le 
s was broke with a muſket-ball; and I ſhould | 
© certainly have either periibed miſerably, or muſ 
have owed my preſervation to ſome of the enemy, 
had not my faithſul ſervant carried me off on his 
© ſhoulders, and afterwards. with the aſſiſtance of 
| © one of his comrades, brought me back into the gar- 
8 The 
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| The agony of my wound was ſo great, chat it 


_ © threw me into a fever, from whence my ſurgeon 

« apprehended much danger. I now _ again to 
feel for my Amelia, and for myſelf on her account: 
and the diſorder of my mind, occaſioned by ſugit 
* melancholy contemplations, very highly aggravated 
© the diſtemper of my body; inſomuch, that it 
© would probably have proved fatal, had it not been 
« for the friendſhip of one Captain Jaraes, 'an officer 
of. our regiment, and an old acquaintance, who is 
£ undoubtedly one of the pleaſanteſt companions, and 
one of the beſt-natured men in the world. This 
* worthy man, who had a head and a heart per- 
fectly adequate to every office of friendſhip, ſtaid 
« with me almoſt day and night during my illneſs; 
and by ſtrengthening my hopes, raiſing my ſpirits, 


© and chearing my thoughts, preſerved me from de- 


ſtruction. . 
The behaviour of this man alone is a ſufficient 
proof of the truth of my doctrine, that all men 
act entirely from their paſſions; for Bob James 
can never be ſuppoled to act from any motive of 
virtue and religion, ſince he conſtantly laughs. at 
© both; and yet his conduct towards me alone de- 
* monſtrates a degree of goodneſs, which, perhaps, 
few of the votaries of either virtue or religion can 
equal. D 7 RF 1 
* You need not take much pains, anſwered Miſs 
Matthews, with a ſmile, to convince me of your 
* doctrine. I have been always an advocate for the 
fame. I look upon the two words you mention, to 
* ſerve only as cloaks under which Hypocriſy may be 
- © the better enabled to cheat the world. I have been 
of that opinion ever ſince I read that charming fel- 
low Mandevil | N 
Pardon me, Madam, anſwered Booth, I hope 
* you do not agree with Mandevil neither, who 
* hath repreſented human nature in a picture of the 
© higheſt deformity. He hath left out of his ſyſtem 
* the beſt paſſion which the mind can poſſeſs, and 
attempts to derive the effects or energies of that 
paſſion, from the baſe impulſes of pride or fear. 
* Whereas, it is as * love exiſts in the 9 
0 2 | s of 
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* of man, as that its oppoſite; hatred, doth; and the 

+ ſame reaſons will equally prove the exiſtence _ the 

* one as the exiſtence of the other.” 

I don't know, indeed, replied the lady, © I never 
thought much about the matter. This I know, 

that when I read Mandevil,-1 thought all he ſaid 


was true; and I have been often told, that be 


_ © proves religion. and virtue to be only mere names. 
However, it he denies there is any ſuch thing as love, 
that is moſt certainly wrong —l am Ne an 
give him the lie myſelf. FLA 
I will join with you, Madam, in that, anſwered 
Booth, © at any time, 
Will you join with d l ſhe; look 
| cagerly at him O Mr Booth, I know not what 
was going to ſay—What—Where did you leave 
off I would not interrupt nn 7 
tient to know ſomething. 
What, Madam?” cries Booth, 4 e can give you 
any fatisfaQtion,'— —— 
2 Kn 10, S des- ang bene: all, 1 would not 
for the world break the thread of your ſtory.— Be- 
'« ſides, I am afraid to aſk—Pray, pray, Sir, go on.“ 
© Well, Madam,“ cries Booth, I think 1 was 
+ mentioning the extraordinary acts of friend{hip done 
eme by Captain James; nor can I help taking no- 
* tice of the almoſt unparalleled fidelity” of poor 
* Atkinſon (for that was my man's name), who 
Vas not only conſtant: in the aſſiduity of his atten- 
dance, but, during the time of my danger, demon- 
* ſtrated a concern for me which I can hardly ac- 
count for, as my prevailing on his captain to make 
him a ſerjeant was tbe firſt favour he ever received 
at my hands, and this did not happen till I was al- 
* molt perfealy: recovered of my broken leg. Poor 
* fellow! I ſhall never forget the extravagant joy his 
„ balbert gave him; 1 reme.nber it the more, becauſe 
+ it was one of the happieſt days of my own life; 
for it was npen:this day that I received a letter. 
from my dear Amelia, aſter a long ſilence, ac 
„ gquainting me _ * was out _ al — r-frem 
8 ere ah 47 im. N | X 
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ger ance more able be perform wy duty } 
; + when-{fo. unkind was the: fortune of war) che ſecond. | 

* time 1 mounted the 1 received 'a violent 
* contuſion from the burſting of a bomb. [| was, 
« felled to the ground, — 1 lay breathleſs by the 
© blow, till honeſt Atkinſon came to my aſſidance, 
and conveyed me to my room, where a ſurgeon 
c 83 attended me. 

The injury I had now received, was much more 
4 | dangerous in my ſurgeon's opinion than the for- 
mer; it cauſed me to {pit blood, and was attended 
« with a fever, and other bad ſymptoms; ſo that 
+ very fatal conſequences were apprehended. : 

In this ſituation the image of my Amelia hannted 

eme day and night; and &s apprehenſions of never 
« ſeeing her more were ſo intolerable, that I had 
thoughts of reſigning my commiſſion, and returnin 
© home, weak as I was, that I might have, at leaſt, 


* the ſatisfaQtion of dying in the arms of my love. 


Captain James, however, perſiſted in diſſuading me 
+ from any ſuch refolution. He told me, my honour 
« was too much concerned, attempted to raiſe my 
© hopes of recovery to the utmoſt of his power; but 
« chiefly he prevailed on me by ſuggeſting, that, if 
* the — which I apprehended ſhould happen, it 
Vas much better for Amelia, that ſhe ſhould be 
* abſent than, preſent in ſo melanchuly an hour. 
I know,” cried he, the extreme joy which muſt 
* ariſe in you from meeting again with Amelia, 
and the comfort of expiring in her arms; but con- 
© ſider what ſhe herſelf muſt endure upon the dread! 
6 ful occaſion, and you would not wilk to purchaſe 
« any happineſs at the price of ſo much pain to her.“ 
This argument, at length, prevailed on me; and 
* it was after many long debates reſolved; that the 
* ſhould not even know my preſent condition till 


* my doom either os life or death was r 
fixed? 


n. fleavens l how great! bb penerons !* : 


cried Miſs Matthews. Booth, thou art a noble 
fellow; and I ſcarce think there 1 is a woman * 
earth worthy ſo exalied a paſſion. 


3 made a modeſt anſwer to the evatpiiniar, 
L 3- ; > =n_ 
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8 more” civilities from the lady; and theſe a 


„„ *.the accident had happened, there was not the leaſt 
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«hich Miſs Matthews had paid bia. "This drew 
more 


acknowled LO OY 
Proceed with our hiſtory. 
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. matters which will pleafe fines readers; | 


WO months, and more, had IL continand in 
Lo a ſtate of uncertainty, ſometimes wich more 
7 flattering, and ſometimes witch more alarming ſymp- 
* toms; when one. afternoon poor Atkinſon came 
* running into my room, all pale and out of breath, 
and begged me not to be ſurpriſed at his news. 
- J aſked him eagerly what was the matter, and if 
it was any thing concerning | Amelia.—l bad. ſcarce 
« uttered the dear name, when ſhe herſelf. mand into 
_ © the room, and ran haſtily to me, crying, * Lan, 
«© it is, it is your Amelia herſelf WE} 
There is nothing fo difficult to deſeribe, and 
generally ſo dull when deſcribed, us ſcenes ot ex- 
I ceſſive tenderneſs.” be 
Can you think ſo? ſays Miſs Matthews, * r 
* there is nothing fo charming !— OI Mr Booth, 
* our ſex is d—ned by the want of tenderneſs in 
yours O were they all like nn no 1 
was ever your equal. a 
Indeed, Madam, We e ee 
© too. much — But — well when the firſt tranſports 
of our meeting were over, Amelia began gently 
to chide me for having concealed my illneſs from 
© her; for in three letters which I had writ her ſince 


mention of it, or any hint given by which the 
© could poſſibly conclude I was otherwiſe than in 
_ 6 perfe& health. Aud when I had excuſed myſelf, 
4 [by aſſigning the true reaſon, the cried, © O Mr 
© Booth ! and do you know fo little of your Amelia, 
„* as to think I could or would ſurvive-you !—would | 
2 it not be better for one dreadful ſight to break my 
* heart all at once, than to break it by degrees? — 
"Ma Billy! can any thing pay me for the Joſs of 
* this t But I aſk your m—_ 
> s W 
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+ bow ridiculous. doth ar bing appear is Your 
33 


How often,” e dle, alt 1 rt ene 
« trary ?— What would you: have me 7. Mr Booth? 
„ ſhall I tell you I envy Mrs Booth of all the Vom 
in the world? would you believe me if I did? l hope 
« you— What am 1 ſaying! en, no further 
apology, but go ou... ? 
+ Aﬀter-2- ſcene}? ed be ins tender to be 
* conceived by many, Amelia informed me that lis * 
had received a letter from an unknown hand, ac- 
quainting her with my misfortune, and adviſing her, 
if ſhe ever deſired to ſee me more, to come directiy 
to Gibraltar. She ſaid; ſhe ſhould not have delayed 
© a moment after receiving this letter, had not the 
* ſame ſhip brought her one from me written with ra- 
© ther more than uſual gaiety, and in which there was 
not the leaſt mention of my indiſpoſition. I his; ſhe © * 
* ſaid, greatly puzzled her and her mother; and the 
* worthy divine endeavoured: to perſuade her to give 
* credit to my letter, and to impute the other to a 
ſpecies of wit with which the world greatiy abounds. 
© This conſiſts entirely in doing various kinds of miſ- 
chief to our fellow- creatures; by belying one, de- 
« ceiving another, expoſing 2 third, and drawing in 
* a fourth to expoſe dimielf; in ſhort, by ent | 


* ſome the objects of laughter, others of contempt; 


and indeed, not ſeldom, by ſubjecting them to very 
great inconveniencies, perhape ro ruin, ak lake 
of a jeſt 
Mrs ( 
from this ſpecies of wit. Miſs Betty, however, was 
of a different opinion, and adviſed poor Amelia to 
apply to an officer whom the governor had ſent 
* over in the ſame ſhip, by whom the report of my 
* illneſs was ſo ſtrongly confirmed, that Amelia im- 
* mediately reſolved on her-voy 
had a great e eee eee Lef—- 
* this letter; , cup not the leaſt trace of it could be 
1 diſcovered. The only perſon with whom I lived. 
in any great intimacy was Captain James; and he, 
Madam, from what I have already told you, you 
e vill think to be the laſt perſon” I could ſuſpect; 
, « Kat 


\ 


— 
1 ——— 
* | 


"ms | AN E L IA. BookHE 


©: befides, be declared upon bis honour, | that be knew 
nothing of the matter; and no man's honour is; I 
«. belibve, more ſacred: There was indeed an enf 
Hof. another regiment cho knew my wife, and 
© had ſometimes viſited me in my illneſs; br 
n very unlikely man to intereſt himſelf much in any 
© affairs which did not apo Won TR 
* clared he knew nothing of it. b 
And did you nover diſcover this fecrer cried 
ig Matthews. 
Never to this day, — 838 
ET fancy, faid ſhe, * I could give a hear 
. —— What ſo likely as that Mrs Booth, when you - 
* left her, ſhould have given her ſoſter· brother orders 
to fend her word of whatever befel you! et ſtay 
that could not be neither: for then ſhe — 
not have doubted whether ſhe ſhould leave dear 
Eugland on the receipt of the letter. No, it muſt 
#3 Mt: 14 been by ſome other means ;—yet that I own 
appeared extremely natural to me; for if I had been 
« cat by ſuch a huſband, 1 think 1 thould have pur - 
© ſued the fame method. ol. 
No, Madam, cried Booth, © it ma have n 
* epnveyed by ſome other channel; for my Amelia, 
am certain, was entirely i ignorant of the manner; 
« and as for poor Atkinfon, 4 am convinced he would 
not have ventured to take ſuch a ſtep without ac- 
« quainting me. Beſides, the poor fellow had, I be- 
* lieve, ſuch a regard for my wife, out of gratitude 
for the favours the had done his onder, that I make 
no doubt he was highly rejoiced at her abſence 
from my melancholy ſcene. Well, whoever writ it, 
is a matter very immaterial ;/ yet as it ſeemed ſo odd 
and unaccountable aa incident, 1 could, not (help 
* mentioning it. 
From the time of EASY attend aecking res 
* markable happened till my perfect recovery, unleſs 
I ſhould obſerve ber remarkable behaviour, ſo full 
of care and eee rer ap Ne without | 
wm 2 parallel,” 1 
O no, Mr Booth, , cries the af it is folly 
© equalled, I am fure, by your gratitude. There is 
4 EE [ believe, ſo rare as e in your ſex; 
; 1 W 
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© eſpecially in haſbands. So kind a remembrance is, 
indeed, more than a return to ſuch an obligation: 
« for where is the mighty obligation which a woman 
« confers, who being poſſeſſed of an ineſtimable jewel 
is ſo kind to herſelf a to-he carclal and tendes bin | 
I do not ſay this to leſſen your opinion of Mrs Booth. 

6 Per no doubt but that the loves yoo as well as ſhe 

is capable. But I would not have you think ſo 

6 —_ of our ſex, as to imagine there are not a 
* thouſand women ſuſceptible of true tenderneſs to- 
« wards a meritorious man — Believe me, Mr Booth, 
* if I had received ſuch an account of an accident ha- 
ving happened to tuch a huſband, a mother and 2 

© parſon would not have held me a moment. I ſhould 


have leaped into the firſt fiſhing boat I could have 


found, and bid defiance to the winds and waves. 
O there is no true tenderneſs but in a woman of ſpi- 
© rit. | would not be underitood all this while to re- 
flect on Mrs Booth. I am only defending the cauſe 
of my ſex; for upon my ſoul, ſuch compliments io 4 
* wife are a ſatire on all the reſt of womankind. 

Sure you Jeſt, Miſs Matthews,“ anſwered Booth, 

with a ſmile. However, if you n 1 wall: pro 
| ceed i _—_ tory.” 4 > 


0 H 4 p. vn. 


The Ge continuing bis flory, recounts Jive Fan 5 
ticulars which, we doubt n to —_— good 8 
. will appear unnatural, | 


1 
* 


.WAS ſcarce ſooner PSI from my ae 
fition than Amelia herſelf fell ill. This, I'am 
8 « afraid was occaſioned by the fatigues which I could 
not prevent her from undergoing on my account; 
for as my diſeaſe went of with violent ſweats, du- 
ring which the ſurgeon ſtrictly ordered that I ſhould 
ly by myſelf, my Amelia could not be prevailed 

upon to ſpend many hours in her own bed. During 
my rellleſs fits he would ſometimes read to me 
© ſeveral hours together; indeed it was not without 
5 difficulty.that-ſhe ever quitted my. bed-ſide. . Thefe 
' fatigues, added to the naeakneſs of her mind, over- 


powered 


* 
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q her weak ſpirits, and threw her into one of 
© the worlt diſorders that can poſſibly attend a woman; 
| : a diſorder very common among the ladies, and our 
* phyſicians have not agreed upon its name. Some 
© call it the fever on the ſpirits, ſome a- nervous fever, 
* ſome the vapours, and ſome the hyſterics. | 
O fay no more, cries Miſs Matthews, I pity 
* yon, I pity you from my foul. A man had better 
* be plagued with all the eurſes of Egypt _ with 
4 ai wife.” 
'© Pity me, Madam 2 anſwered Booth; . ory rather 
7 4 dear creature, who, from her love and care of 
©. my unworthy {elf, contracted A diſtemper, the hor- _ 
© rors of which are ſcarce to be imagined. It is in- 
© deed a ſort of complication of all diſeaſes together, 
with almoſt madneſs added to them. In this fitua- 
tion, the ſiege being at an end, the Governor gave 
me leave to attend my wife to 'Montpelier, the air 
of which was judged to be moſt Jikely to reſtore 
© her to health. Upon this occafion ſhe wrote to her 
© mother to defire a remittance, and ſet forth the me- 
* lancholy condition of her health, and her neceſſity 
for money, in ſuch terms as ld have touched 
* any boſom not void of humanity, though a ranger 
to the unhappy ſufferer. Her ſiſter anſwered it, 
and 1 believe I have a copy of the anfwer in my 
© pocket. I keep it by me as a curioſity, and yon 
would think it more ſo, 2 ſhew. you my Ame- 
© lia's letter.” He then ſearched his pocket book, and 


finding the letter, among many We he read it in 106 | 
following words: 


„Dear Siſter, _ M | 1 
M mamma being 1 ae bath em- 
% manded me to tell yon, ſhe is both ſhocked and 
6 ſurpriſed at your extraordinary requeſt, or, as ſhe 
1 chuſes to call it, order for money. You know, my 
« dear, ſhe ſays, that your marriage with this red- 
4 coat man was entirely againſt her conſent, and the 
„ opinion of all your family, (1 am fure I may here 
include myſelf in that number); and yet, after | 
N e mt N e e e on 
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« to receive you as her child; not however, nor are 

« you ſo to underſtand it, as the favourite which you 
« was before. She forgave you; but this was as a 
« Chriſtian and a parent; Will preſerving in her own 
« mind a juſt ſenſe of your diſobedience, and a juſt 
« reſentment on that account. And yet, notwith- 
« ſtanding this reſentment, ſhe deſires you to remem- 
« ber, that when you a ſecond time ventured to op- 
« poſe her authority, and nothing would ſerve you 

* but taking a ramble (an indecent one I can't help 
« ſaying) after your fellow, ſhe thought fit to ſhew | 
r the exceſs of a mother's tenderneſs, and furniſhed 
« you with no leſs than fifty pounds for your fooliſh 


voyage. How can ſhe then be otherwiſe than ſur- 


« priſed at your preſent demand? which, ſhould the 
« be ſo weak to comply with, ſhe muſt expect to be 
every month repeated, in order to ſupply the ex- 
* travagance of a young rakiſh officer—? ou ſay the 
„ will compaſſionate your ſufferings; yes, ſurely the 
« doth greatly compaſſionate them, and ſo do 1 too, 
* though you was neither ſo kind, nor fo civil, as to 
«« ſuppoſe. | ſhould. But 1 forgive all your flights to 
* me, as well now as formerly. Nay, I not only 
* forgive, but I pray daily for you.— But, dear filter, 

what could you expect lels than what has ha ppen- 
„ed? you thould have believed your friends, who 
were wiſer and older than you. I do not here mean 
myſelf, though I own I am eleven months and ſome 
odd weeks your ſuperior; though had 1 been 


„ 4 might, perhaps, have been able to ad- 


« viſe you: for wiſdom, and what ſome may call 
% beauty, do not always go together. You will 
« not be offended at this: Pr | know in your heart 
„ you have always held your head above ſome. 
„ people, whom perhaps other people have thought 
*© better of: but why do 1 mention what I ſcorn ſo 
much? No, my dear fitter, Heaven foebid it 
„ ſhould ever be ſaid of me, that 1 value myſelf pon 
* my face not but, if I could believe men, perhaps 
„but I hate aid deſpiſe men you know I do, 
* my dear, and { wiſh you had deſpiſed chem as 
much; but acta eſt alen, as the Doctor ſays. —— 
* You arc to make the beſt of your fortune. What 
* 5 | fortune 
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« ſortone 1 n e ele dend to give 
you: for you know all is in her power. Let me 
& adviſe you then to bring your mind to your-cir- 
46 cumſtances, and W 

« ting it, as it is for your own good) the vapours 
are a diſtemper which very ill become a knapſack. 
Remember, my dear, what you have done; remem- 


— 


s* fider yourſelf as an only child No, nor as a 
favourite child; but be e e 


; HE 6 Dear ſiſter, 


: » * : = # — - 


; SW” Your moſt affectionate iter, 8 
dear dealt "ihe wot obedient humble ſervant, | 
CES F 


* 9 Miſs Betty, cried Miſs Matthews, I 
* always held ber in high eſteem; but I proteſt ſhe 
_ © exceeds even what I could have expected from her.” 

. This letter, Madam,” cries Booth, you will 
"© believe was an excellent cordial for my poor w ſe's 
| * ſpirits. So dreadful indeed was the effect it had 


I found her at my return home in the moſt violent 
* fits; and ſo long was it before ſhe recovered her 
* ſenſes, that I deſpaired of that bleſs d event ever hap- 
©. pening, and my own ſenſes very narrowly eſcaped 
from being ſacrificed to my deſpair. However, ſhe 
came at laſt to herſelf, and I began to conſider of 
© every means of carrying her immediately to Mont- 
© pehier, which was now become much more, neceſ- 
* ſary than before. 
© Though 1 was greatly ſhocked at the bester 
of the letter, yet 1 apprehended -no very ill conſe- 
* quence from it; for as it was believed all over the 
army that [- had married a great fortune, I had 
received offers of money, if wanted it, from 
more than one. Indeed, I might have eaſily carried 
my wife to Montpelier at any time; but ſhe was 
* extremely averſe to the voyage, being defirons of 
Z our returning to England, as I had leave to do; 
* and > ag daily fo much _ that had it 


| 
| 
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(for I can't help wri- 


_ „ ber what my mamma hath done; nen we 
& have ſomething of yours to keep, and do not con- 


upon her, that as the had read it in my abſence, 
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not been for the receipt of des esd K | 
* have juſt read to you, I am perſuaded the: might 


N in the 


* next ſkip.- F #7 ; 4.4 
| «Among aher, (hne was — in anti 


who had not only offered, but importuned me to 


receive money of him: I now therefore repaired to 


„R; and a8 a reaſon of altering my reſolution, ! 


produced the letter, and at the ſame time a- 


J quainted him with the true fate of my affairs. The 
Colonel read the letter, ſhook his head, and after 
* ſome ſilence, ſaid, he was ſorry i had reſuſed to ac- 
7 cept his offer before; but that he had now ſo order- 
ed matters, and diſpoſed of his money, that he hat | 


not a ſhilling left to ſpare from his own occaſions. | 


_ * Anſwers df the ſame kind I had ſrom — 
* others; but not one penny could 1 borrow of any: 
* for | have been ſince firmly perſuaded that che 
* honeſt. Colonel was. not content with denying me 


© himſelf ; but took eſfectual means, by ſpreading 


« ſecret 1 had foi fooliſhly truſted him with, to pre- 
vent me from ſucceeding elſewhere-; for duch i is che 

* nature of men, that whoever denicshiaietf to do ot 
a favour, Reg: _ in ſhould be done to oe | 


by any other. 


K 0 8 


© treſs which ariſes ſrom the want of money; a diſ- 


treſs very dreadful indeed in a married ſtate :; for 5 


vVhat can be more miſerable than to ſee any thing ne · 


ceſſary to the preſervation of a beloved creature, _ * 
1 


not be able to ſupply it? 


Perhaps you may wonder, Madam. chat 1 has; | 
not mentioned Captain James on this occaſion : 


but he was at that time laid up at Algiers, (whi- 


cher he had been ſent by the governor) in a fever. 


However, he returned time enough to ſupply. mes 1 


* which he did with the utmoſt readineſs, on he 
very firit mention of my diſtreſs; and 8 


* Colonel," notwithſtanding bis having diſpoſed k 
his money, diſcounted the Captain's draught. Tou 


* ſee, Madam, an inftance in the; generous behaviour 
* of my friend rs how evans all umyerſal ſa- 


Vor. X. M tires 


— 


* 


7 a 


— 


W nenden And e is —— 


"4" worthieſt men the world ever produce. 


8 m—_—_— be wore pleaſed fil with 
the extravagant generoſity of my ſerjeant. The day 
beſore the return of 8 
came to me, with tears in and begged I 
would not be offended at 2 


tion. | He then pulled a purſe from his pocket, which 


contained, he ſaid, the ſum of twelve pounds, and 
Vhich he begged me to accept, crying, he was ſorry 
it was not in his power to lend me whatever 1 want- 
v5 < ed. I was ſo ſtruek with this inſtance of g 
and friendſtip in ſuch a perſon, that 1 gave him an 
| * opportuvity: of preſſing me à ſecond time, before - 
made him an auſwer. Indeed I was greatly ſurpriſ- 
© ed how he came to be worth chat eke fi ſum, and no 
les at his being acquainted with my own wants. la 
-< both” which points he preſently ſatisfied me. As to 
* vm firſt, it ſeems he had plundered 2 Spaniſh officer 
fifteen piſtoles ; and as to the ſecond; he conſeſſed 
had it from-my-wife's maid,” ho had overheard 
2 SG diſcourſe between her miſtreſs and me. Indeed, 
people, | believe, always deceive themſelves who Tma- 
_ « gine they can conceal dilirefſed cireumliances from 
their ſervants ; for theſe are A amen! quick-. 
« Hghted on ſuch oceaſions.” 
Good Heaven Y eries blifs Matthews; * how ale 
— wh ©-aiſbing 1 is ſuch bebaviour in ſo low afellow 1? + | 
1 thought ſo myſelf,” anſwered Booth; „ and 
yet I knew not, on à more ſtri examination into 
ie matter, why we ſhould be more ſurpriſed to _ 
« greatneſs of mind diſcover itſelf in one deg ä 
rank of life than in another. Love, benevolen Sg 
- © what you will pleaſe to call it, may be the reigning 
- © paſſion in a beggar as well as in a ene reer 
34. eser it is, its energies will be the fame. : 
Too confeſs the truth, I am afraid we den com- 
Are what we call upper liſe, witk too much in- 
juſtice, at the expence of the lower. As it is no 
rare thing to ſee inſtances which degrade human na- 
ture, in perſons of the higheſt birth and education ; | 
Ms . eee on NEE e | 
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. thoſe who have wanted all ſuch advantages. 
« reality, palaces. I make no doubt, do — 92 


contain nothing but drearineſs and darkneſa, and the 
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TO ABCTENALY 1 : 
We now took leave of the nee and 
, having landed at Marſeilles, arrived at Montpeliers 
* without any thing happening to us worth remem- 
* brance, except. the extreme ſea · ſickneſs of poor 
Amelia; but I was afterwards well repaid. for the 
* terrors which it occaſioned me, by the good conſe- 
+ quences which attended it: for I believe it contri- 
* buted even more than the wr of Montpelier, to the 
perfect re-eftablithment of her health? _ | 
 * I aſk Jour. pardon for interrupting you,”. cries 
Miſs Matthews, © but you never ſatisfied. me whether 
you took the ſerjeant's money.—You. have made x 
* half in love with that charming fellow. 
Ho can you imagine, Madam, anſwered Booth 
ſhould have takem from a poor” fellow what was , 
* of ſo little conſequence to me, and at the ſame time 
of ſo much to him?—Perhaps now you will, derive 
this from the paſſion of pride? 
Indeed, ſays ſhe, * if neither derive it from the | 
* paſſion of pride, nor from the paſſion of folly; but 
* methinks you. ſhould have Accepted the offer, and [ 
am convinced you hurt him very much when uu 
refuſed it. But pray proceed in your Norge, Then 
Booth went on as 7 HP | 
As Amelia recovered her health and forts wh 
* we began to paſs our time very pleaſantly at Mont- 
pelier: for che greateſſ enemy to the Faengh, will ac- 
« knowledge, that they are the beſt people in the 
4 world to live amocnglt for a little while. 1 In ſome 


. countries it is _alino as eaſy to get a good eſtate 


© as a 9998 acquaintance. In A N. 
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ponenten is of almoſt as ſlow g an 
* oak; ſo that the age of man ſcarce ſu white 
it to any perfection, and families ſeldom contract 
_ © any great intimacy tif} the third, or at leaſt the 
_ ©. ſecond generation. 80 ſhy indeed are we Engliſh of, 
(letting a ranger into our houſes; that one would 
imagine we regarded all ſuch as thieves. Now che 
French are the very reverſe. Being a ſtranger among 
them entitles" you to the better place, and to the 
* greater degree of civility; and if you wear but 54 
Appearance of a gentleman, they never ſuſpect y 
dare not one. Their friendſhip indeed ſeldom ee 
li ſio far as their purſe; nor is ſuch friendſhip ufual in 
bother countries. To ſay the truth, politeneſs carries 
Friendſhip far enough in the ordinary occaſions of 
life, and thoſe who want this accomplithment rarely- 
make amends for it by their fincerity : for-bluntneſs, 
Dor rather rudeneſs, as it commonly deſerves to be 
- © called; is not always ſo much A m—_— as 
* it is taken to be. 
The day after our l acquainted 
__ +'with Monf. Bagillard. He was a e 
8 1 wit and vivacity, with a greater ſhare of ] 
4 _ than gentlemen are uſually poſſeſſed of. As he 
233 in the ſame houſe with us, we were imme - 
diately acquainted; and 1 liked his converſation. ſo- 
3 ® » well, that I never thought | had too much of his 
company. Indeed 1 ſpent fo much of wy time with. / 
* Mr, that Amelia (I 'know not whether | ought to 
mention it) w uneaſy at our familiarity, and 
Meri Ger of my being too little with her, from. 
my violent fondneſs for my new acquaintance 4 for 
dur converſation in ones (he we upon books, and 
_ principally Latin ones read ſeveral of the 
« claffics t ) ſhe wk. — ba but ſittle entertain- 
ment by * us. When my wife bad once 
* 2 i las r head that ſhe was deptived of m 
7 by Mr Bagillard, ir was impoſlible to 
> 2 er opinion; and though I now ſpent more 
- © of 9 time with her than I bad ever done before, 
4 © the till grew more and more diflatisfied, till at laſt, | 
_ +» ſhe very earneſtly deſired me to quit my ugs, 
© and. infited upon it with more vehemence al 
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+ had ever eee e To ſay the 


truth, if chat excellent woman could ever be thought i 
unreaſonable, unh this . | 


+ fron. + 1 A ri 


But in what light ſoever her deſires Aol AY 


to me, as they manifeſtly aroſe from an affection 


of which b ad daily the moſt endearing proofs, 1 


_ © reſolved to comply with her, and accordingly re- 


moved to a diſtant part of the town; for it is my 
| . opinion that we can have but little love for the per- 


ſon whom we will never indulge in an unreaſonable 
demand. Indeed, I was under a, difhicuky witk 
. regard to Monſ. Bagiflard; for as I could not poi- 
* ſibly communicate to him the true reaſon ſor quits 


ting my lodgings, ſa I ſound it as: difficult, to de- 
ceive him by a counterfeit one; beſides, I was ap- | 


< prehenſive I ſhould have little leſs of his company 


+ than before. I could, indeed, have avoided this 
dilemma by leaving Montpelier; for Amelia had 
6 —— recovered her health; but 1 bad faithfully 8 


promiſed Captain James to wait his return from 
3 Ag whither he was gone ſome time before from 


Gibraltar; nor was it proper for Amelia to take 
+ any: e the Nine near fix. yrs EF 


gone with child. 


- + This difficulty,” kb proved to * leſs than 


I I had imagined it; for my French friend, whether 
he ſuſpected any thing from my wife's behaviour, 


though the never, as I obſerved, ſhewed him the ; 


© leaſt incivility, became ſudderily as cold on his ſide: 


After our leaving the lodgings; he never made 1 


above two or three formal viſits; indeed his time was 
+ ſoon after entirely taken up by an intrigue with a 


K certain counteſs; which blazed all over Montpelier; 


We had not been long in our new apartments be- 
0 foils an Engliſh offeer arrived at Montpelier, and 


. T2008 to lodge in the ſame bouſe, wih us. This 
* gentleman,” whoſe name was Bath, was of the rank -—- 


of a major, and bad ſo much ſingularity in lis 
character, that, perhaps; you never heard of any 
„like him. Ie was lan from having any of thoſe 
oh '' bookiſh qualifications, which had betore cavſedimy 
* It is true, his diſcourſe gene- 
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eaſy enough to do; for the 
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and reverenced 
leaſt ſuſpicion that there was a 
"wy bh, are jaughing at him. 
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ne on matters of no ſeminine kind; war 
and martial exploits being the ordinary topics of this 


converſation: however, as he had a filter Wik 


* whom Amelia was greatly pleaſed; an intimacy pre · 
K we and we four lived in one 


family. | 
1 J 


$ 0 The Major- was 2 | 
© and was conſtantly the little hero ef his on tale. 
This made him very entertaining to Amelia, who; 
of all perſons in the world, hath the trueſt taſte and 
* enjoyment. of the ridiculoys; for whilſt no one 
| : fooder (diſcovers it in the charaQer-of another, no 
* one ſo well conceals her knowledge of it from the 


_ © ridiculous perſon.” I cannot help mentioning a ſen- 


*timent' of hers on this head, as I think it doth her 
great honour. If I had the ſame 1 ſaid 
ſbe, © for ridiculous people with the 2 


I the world, I ſhould rather think them the objects 


„of tears than laughter; but, in reality,” I have 
'< known ſeveral, who, in ſome part of their cha - 
1 racters, have been extremely ridiculous, in others 
* have been altogether as amiable. For inſtance, 


* ſaid ſhe, * bere is the Major, who tells us of many 


6 es. which he has never ſeen, and of others 
<< which he hath never done, and both in the moſt 


extravagant exceſs; and yet how-amiable is his be- 
% haviour to his poor filter, whom he hath not only 


„ brought over hither for her health, at his own 
* expence, but is come to bear her company l' I be- 
© heve, Madam, I repeat her very words for Pam 
very apt to remember what ſhe ſays. 133 
Ton will eaſily. believe, ſrom a eee 1 
have juſt mentioned in the Majors favour; eſpecially 
when I have told you that his ſiſter was one of the 
beſt of girls that it was entirely neceſſary to hide 
? from her all kind of laughter at any part of her - 
4 'brocher's behaviour. To ſay the truth, this was 
girl ws ſo blinded 
atitude, and ſo highly honoured 
brother, that ſhe had not the 
perſon in the world | 
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dore her brother, ſhe had a Jutle family, 


very agreeably, tilt the major and 1 both. —— 


. : 
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« covery of our ridicule; for I am the 
e td es. 


pride,, 
« which would: ſometimes appear. To ſay the truth, 


+ if ſhe bad any fault, it was that of -yanity;/but ſhe. 
* was a very- good girl -upon;the:wholes.and none: : 
© of us are entirely free fromm fault“ 1577 1 

G —— fellow, win anfivered: | 
Miſs Matthews, but vanity is a. fault of the firſt mag · | 
„ nicudein/a woman, and often the occaſion. of many; 
ved of 


| To this Booth. made no anſwer, but continued his, 


; 


„ palſed tus, an three months. 


* ourſelves to our ſeveral nurſeries; -iny: wiſe: : 
« brovght to bed of a Zirl, and Mig Bath. — 4 
0 77 age mn nor | 
© occalioned her death. 

Here - Miſs Matthews burſt into © doin laugh, of 
which when Booth aiked the reaſon, ſhe ſaid ſhe 
could not forbear at the thoughts of two ſuch nurſes; 
And Aid von really, fays-the, +: make: FREY | 
© caudle/yourſelf?? © BE 

Indeed, Madam,” ſaid be, * 1 6; 2nd do on 


| © think that ſo-extraordinary :- 


Indeed 1 do, anſwered ſhe, * I thought. e bel 

* huſbands: had looked on their wives lymg-in as 4 

time of feſtivity and jollity. What, did you not even 
get drunk in the time of your wife's Mclivery? tell 
* me honeltly how you e eee 05 
time. | | 

ö Why chen honeſtly,  replicd- he, and in defiance 


| L of your laughter, I lay behind her bolſter, and ſup- 


ported her in my arms; and upon my ſoul, I believe 
1 felt more pain i 
her body. And now anſwer me as honeſtly; A 
* you really thin it a proper time of mirth, when tile 
* creature one loves to diſtraction is undergoing be 
* molt racking torments, as well as in the moſt immi: 
nent danger? and bot I need not exprels apy more 
tender circumſtances.” 
| e d ce fs Ye, and 
rely, 


_ 
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& Gneerely; eries"Booth-— Why chem; honelly. and 
# fincerely/ fays-ſbe, + may I never fee heaven, « [ 
„ don't think: you an an of a mann.. | 
- 1.16: Nay, Madam,” anſwered Booth * | 
yon 2 honour, there are many ſach 
* huſbands ——nay; hase we not an example of the 
_ © like tenderneſs in n as te him, 1 
believe I ſhall make- vou 1 While my wife 
Jay in, Miſs Bath being excrently, ill, I went one 
day to the door of her apartment, to enquire after 
® her health, as well as for the major whom | had not 
„ ſeen duringla whole week. E knocked ſoftly at the 
- © door, and being bid to open it, I found the 

dn his fiſter's: antichamber warming her poſſet. His 
4 dreſs was certainly whimſical enough, having on a 
Woman's bed-gown, Cd trove: 2 

enp, which being added to a very odd for 

* he isa-very abkward thin man near ſeven ſeet high) 
© might have formed, in the opinion 838 molt men, a 
N oper oabſect-ot laughter. The major ſtarted 
from his ſeat. at my entering into the room, and with 
much emotion; and a great oath, eried out, nd 
„ von, Sir?“ I then . enquired after his and his f 

© health. He anſwered, That bis ſiſter was Fae ti 
„and he was very well; though. I did not exped, P 
Sir, cried he, with not a little confulion,. to 
be ſeen by yo in this tuation“ 1 told him, 


thought it impoſſible he could appear in a fitus 


Dion more becoming his character. * You do 
not?“ anſwered be. By G—- 1 am very much 
< obliged to you for that opinion; but I believe; 
Sir, however my weakneſs may prevail on to 
| ©, deſcend} from it, no man can be mere conſcious 
-* of his own dignity than myſelf His filter; then 
Called to him from the inner room; upon which he 


| ; rung the bell for her ſervant, and then aten a ſtride 


N oritwo acroſs the room, he ſaid, with an elated aſpect, 
2 1 would not have you" think, bir Booth, becauſe 
+46, upon me © Kawai abrepaly;; 1 cannot help ſaying | 
* ſutle too abtuptly, that I am my ſiſter s nurſe: | 
% | know better what is due to the dignity oi a mam 
oc. r ein 276 line of 9 
6 1 ſe. 
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— aw fignte  there;/ Ms. (Boorky/ and h6- 
coming my character; by G Fotight not to be. 
deſpiſed too much, if my nature is not totally with- 

„ out its weakgeſſes“ He uttered this, and ſome 
more of the ſame kind, with great majeſty, or, as. 
he called it, dignity. Indeed, he uſed ſome hard 
« words that I did not underſtand ; for all his words 
© are not to be found in a dictionary. Upon the whole, 
I eduld not eaſily refrain from laughter; however, 

© I conquered myſelf, and ſoon after-retired from him, 
aſtoniſhed that it was poſſible for a man to poſſeſs 


eee ad by, . ſhave eee > 


© it, 


_ © But if wan foryrifd ariwhin head paths ant te 
_ © viſit, how much more was 1. ſurpriſed the net 


morning. When he came very early to my chamber, 


l and told me he had not been able to ſleep one wink 
_ © at what had paſſed between us! There were ſame 
« words of yours, ſays he, which. muſt be further 
explained before we part. Vou told me, Sir, when: 
you found me in that ſituation, which I cannot bear 
_ © to recollect, that you thou ho ogy Fro bop ans omg] | 
2 one more becoming my character; theſe were 
words. I ſhall never forget them. Do you image | 
that there is any of the dignity of: a; man wanting 
* in my characten? do you think that I have, 73 
« my fiſter's illneſs, behaved. with a weakneſs that ſa- 
y vours too much of effeminacy ? I know bow'muck. | 
it is beneath a man to whine and whimpe» about a. 
_<. rrifling girl, as well as you, or any man; and if my. - 
* ſiſter had died, E ſhould have behaved like a man on. 
_ « the occaſion.” I would not have you think I confin- - 
ed myſelf from company merely upon her account, 
« ] was very much diſordered myſelf, And when you- 
e ſurpriſed me in that firuation, I repeat again in that 


« fſiuation, her nurſe had not leſt the rom three 75 


“ minutes, and I was blowing the fire for fear it ſhould 
4 have gone out. In this manner he ran on almoſt. 


a quarter of an hour, before he would ſuffer me to 5 


« ſpeak. At laſt, looking Rtedfaſtly in his face, I aſked: 
him, if Imuft conclude chat he was in earneſt.—-" In. 
_ + earneſt, r words, . 8 7 


— 


7 


bor, FI had loſt her, 1 never ſhould have enjoyed a- 


bs +. was-unable 10 go on; for he ſcemed almolt choaked. 


- together, with much. cordial friendſhip; for I affure 
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8 for. for 8 jet Lookee, Sir, 
aid I, very R we know one another 
very well; and I have no. reaſon io ſuſpect you 
ſhould impute it to fear. when I tell you, I was ſo 
far 2 intending to affront you, that I meant you 
one of the higheſt compliments. Tenderneſs for 
*..women is. ſo. far from leſſening, that it proves a 
. 
W 
Fo 


true manly character. The manly. Brutus. ſhewed 
the, utmoſt tenderneſs. to his Porcia4. aad the great 
King of Sweden, the braveſt, and. even fierceſt of 
men, ſhut himſelf up three whole days in the midſt 
of a campaign, and wanld ſec ne company, on the 
death of a favourite ſiſter. At theſe words, 1 law 
* his features ſoſten; and he cried out, © Di—-n me, 
1 4 admire; the King of Sweden of all the. men in the | 
e world; and he is à raſcal that is aſbamed of 
- any thing 7 King: of Sweden di And 
£ yet. if any King of Sweden in France was to tell 
** me that his. filter had more merit than mine, b 
8 Id knock his brains about his ears. Poor little 
2 Betſey I. ſhe is che honeſteſi, worthieſl girl that ever 
was born. Heaven be praiſed, ſhe is — 


“ nother happy moment. In this manner he ran 
by” on ſome. time, till the tears began to over flow) ———— 
which, when be perceived, he Ropped; 4 be 


A Aſter a ſhort ſilence, however, having wiped his 
- eyes with. his handkerchief, he 3 a deep ſigh, 
and cried,.* I, am aſhamed you ſhould. ſee this, Mr 
4 Booth; but, dn me, Nature will get che better of 
« dignity.*. I nom gomforted him with the 5 5 
Jef Xerxes, as I had. before done with that of the Rang 
of Sweden: and ſoon after we ſat down to breakf: 


vou, with all his oddity, there is not a N 
— the world than the Major“. 

4 8 Good: natured, indeed !* cries Mile Matthews, wich 

great ſcorn.———* A ſool bow can you. Nentia! co 

4 2 ue with commendation? | 

ooth. ſpoke as much as he . . 8 hs | 

fiend; * be * 1 . 8 
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able a light as pollible, and had particularly left out 
thoſe hard words, with which; as he had obſerved 4 


little before, the Major interlarded bis ene. 
—— r hy 


"24 ANTE . 22 4 A 


1 * aan hf H ry p. IX. auge. Ant oe 
«tf Wijet WET A ab rr 
_ Containing very extraordinary matters. 
— at; oe 
2 188 Bath, ne e 
— Lebe, chat ſhe was abroad as ſoen as my 
« Wes Our little party quarrée began to grow 
1 


again: and we mixed with the company 
the place more than we had done before. Menſ. 
* © Bagillra now again renewed his intimacy; for the 
©. < .counteſs/his miſtreſs was gone to Paris. At which 
my wife at firſt ſhewed no diſſatis faction; and 1 
4 imagined. that as ſhe had a friend and companion 
of her own ſex. (for Miſs Bath and ſhe had con- 
+ tracted the bighelt fondneſs ſor each other) that ſhe 
would the lels miſs my company. However, I was 
fl * diſappointed in this expectation for ſhe ſoon be- 
* gan to. expreſs her. former uneaſineſa, and her im 
4 tience for the arrival of Captain F, that -» 
4 might entirely quit Montpellier. 5 510 | 
II could not avoid coneeiving ſome lie — 9 ; 
4 ſure at this humour of my wite, which I was f 5 
8 to think a little. cate A little, de you 
| « call it ?* ſays Miſs; Matthews, Good Heavens 
£1 < what a buſband are you How. little worthy,” 
1 anſwered he, * as; you. will ſay hereafter, of ſuch a 
| wife as my Amelia! Une day as. we were ting | 
together, I heard a violent ſcream, upon which 
5 « my wife farting up, cried. out, Sure that's Miſs 
; | «4 Bath's voice, and immediately ran towards the 
| chamber whence jt proceeded... 1 ſolloued ber; 
| 


-S 


' © and whe de arrived, we there beheld the moſt 
© ſhocking ſight imaginable; Miss Bath, lying dead 
on che bor, and the Major all bloody — gn why 
© ber, and roaving out for aſſiſtance. Amelia, thoug 
©. ſhe was herſelf in litile better condition. than. her - 
friend, ran haſtily to her, bared her neck, and at- 
* tempred 19 ls her ſays, while cam —_— 

1 C wn, 


* 


— 
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* F ſcarce knowing what 1 did, calling for wa- 
* ter and cordials, and diſpatching nn 8 
* after another for doRors and ſargeons. 

Water, cordials, and all neceſſary e 

8 being brought, Miſs Bath was, at length, recover- 

ed, and placed in her chair, when the Major ſeated 

© © bimſelf by her. And now the young lady being 
reſtored to a. pains gh, _ rill-then,-/ 4 

3 as little of his own, as of any other perſon's 
RT —— of n our conidire- 5 
tions, efpecially his poor filter's, who had no ſooner 
<"recovered ſufficient ſtrength, than ſhe began to la- 
ment her brother, crying out, that he was killed x 

and bitterly bewailing her fate, in having revi i 

from her ſwoon to behold fo dreadful a ſpeQacle. 

While Amelia applied herſelf to ſooth the agonies 

| © of ther friend, I began to enquire into the condition 

© of the Major ; in which I was affiſted by = ſurgeom 

Who now arrived. Tbe Major dec with great 
© chearfulneſs, that he did not er his Wound 
to be in the leaſt dangerous, and therefore | 
* his filter to be comforted, faying, be was convinged 
the ſurgeon would ſoon give her the ſame aſſurante 
* but that good man was not ſo liberat of aſſurunces 
as the Major had expected; for as ſoon as he had 
*-probe& the wound, he afforded no more than hopes 
* dedlaring that it was a vgry ugly wound ; but ad- 
* Jed, by way of conſolation, yo hs had cured many 

„ much worſe. a * 

When een his Aer emed ws 
| poſſeſs his whole thoughts, and all his care was to 
© relieve her grief. He ſolemnly proteſted, "that; it 
© was no more than a fleſh wound, and not very d P) 

nor could” as he (apprehended, be in the leaſt d 
| © gerous ; and as for the cold expreſſions of the fur: 
\. \ * geon, he very well accounted for them from a mo- 
_ tive too obvious to be mentioned. Erg n'"thele de- 
4 elaratiôns of her brother, and the in tion of 
her friends; aud above all, [ believe, from that vaſt 
vent which ſhe had iven to her fright, Miſs Bath - 
. © ſeemed a ittle pacified: Amelia therefore at laſt 
© prevailed ; and as terror abated, curioſity became 
$: * the ſuperior paſſion. I therefore now began to en. - 


* 

* 
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« quire what had occaſioned that accident, whence 
«© all the uproar arole, - . | | 
The Major took me by the hand, and looking 
very kindly at me, ſaid, My dear Mr Booth, 
« ] muſt begin by aſking your pardon; for I have 
« done you an injury, for which nothing but che 
height of friendlhip in me can be an excuſe; and 
therefore nothing but the height of friendſhip in 
« you can forgive.” This preamble, Madam, you 
« will eaſily believe, greatly alarmed all the compa- 
ny, but eſpecially me. I anſwered, Dear Major, I 
forgive you, let it be what it will; but what is it 
« poſhibly you can have done to injure me? © That, 
« replied he, which lam convinced a man of your 
* honour and dignity of nature, by G——, mult con- 
« clude to be one of the higheit injuries. 1 have 
taken out of your own hands the doing yourſelf 
« juſtice. I am afraid I have killed the man who 
& hath injured your honour. I mean that villain, Ba- 
« gillard - but I cannot proceed; for you, Madam,” 
© ſaid he to my wife, © are concerned; and I know 
« what is due to the dignity of your ſex.'——Amc- 
* ha, I obſerved, turned pale at theſe words, but 
+ eagerly begged him to proceed, — Nay, Madam, 
« anſwered he, if I am commanded by a lady, it 
is a part of my dignity to obey.“ He then pro- 
ceeded to tell us, that Bagillard had rallied him 
upon a ſ{uppoſuion that he was purſuing my wiſe f 
with a view of gallantry; telling him, that he could | 
never ſucceed; giving hints, that uf it had been | 
« poſlible, . he ſhould have ſucceeded himſelf; and 
; © ending. with calling my poor Amelia an accom- 
* pliſhed prude; upon which the Major gave Bagil- 
* lard a box in the ear, and both immediately drew 
© their ſwords. | | 5 
The Major had ſcarce ended his ſpeech, when a 
_ © ſervant came into the room, and teld-me there was 
* a friar below who deſired to ſpeak with me in great 
< haſte, I ſhook the Major by the hand, and told 
_ 4 him I not only forgave him, but was extremely 
* obliged to his friendſhip; and then going tothe 
* friar, I found that he was Bagillard's conſeſſor, 
from whom he came to me, with an earneſt deſire 
Vor. X. : : N * of 


* . 
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of ſeeing me, that he might aſk my pardon, and re- 
© ceive my forgiveneſs before he died, for the injury 
© he had intended me. My wife at firſt oppoſed my 
going, from ſome ſudden fears on my account; but 
« when ſhe was convinced they were groundleſs, ſhe 
* conſented. os | N ' | ; 
.* ] found eee in his bed; for the Major's 
* ſword had paſſed up to the very hilt through his 
body. After having very earneſtly aſked my par- 
don, he made me many compliments on the poſe. 
ſeſſion of a woman, who joined to the moſt exqui- 
* fite beauty, was miſtreſs of the moſt impregnable 
virtue; as a proof of which, he acknowledged the 
_ * vehemence as well as ill ſucceſs of his attempts; 
and to make Amelia's virtue appear the brighter, 
© his vanity was ſo predominant, he could not for- 
bear running over the names of ſeveral women of 
© faſhion who had yielded to his paſſion, which, he 
© ſaid, had never raged fo violently for any other as for 
© my poor Amelia; and that this violence, which he 
* had found wholly unconquerable, he hoped would 
© procure his pardon at my hands. It is — 
to mention what I faid on the 'occafion. I aſſured 
* him of my entire forgivenneſs; and ſo we parted. 
To fay the truth, I afterwards thought myſelf almoſt 
© o0bliged to him for a meeting with Amelia, the moſt 
© Jaxuriouſly delicate that can be imagined. 

© | now ran to my wife, whom I embraced with 
« raptures of love and tenderneſs. When the firſt 
. © torrent of theſe was a little abated, * Confeſs to 
« me, my dear, ſaid ſhe, could your goodneſs 
% prevent you from thinking me a little unreaſon- 
able in expreſſing ſo much uneaſiaeſs at the lofs of 
« your company, while I ought to have rejoiced in 
% the thoughts of your being ſo well entertained ? 
« | know you muſt : and then confider what [| muſt 
% have felt, white I knew I was daily leſſening my- 
« ſelf in your eſteem, and foreed into a conduct, 
1% which I was ſenfible muſt appear to yon, who was 
* ignorant of my motive, to be mean, vulgar, and 
e jelfiſh.' And yet what other coorte had | ts take, 
2 with a man whom no denial, ne ſcorn could abaſh ? 
But if this was a cruel taſk, how much more 

: 7 „ vretched 
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« wretched ſtill was the conſtraint I was obliged to 
. wear in his preſence before you, to ſhew outward 
« civility to the man whom my ul deteſted, for 
« fear of any fatal conſequence from your ſuſpicion; 
« and this too, while I was afraid he would conftrue 
« jt to be an encouragement.—Do you not pity you? 
« poor Amelia when you reflect on her flituation ??— 
« Pity!” cried I, my love, is pity an adequate expref- 
« ſion for eſteem, for adoration But how, my love, 
could he carry this on ſo ſecretly—by letters? O 
4 no, he offered me many; but I never would receive . 
« but one, and that I returned him. Good G——! 
« [ would not have ſuch a letter in my poſſeſſion for 
es the univerſe; I thought my eyes contaminated with 
reading it. O brave!” cried Miſs Matthews 
Heroic, I proteſt. | „ 
«© Had IL a wiſh that did not bear 
„The ſtamp and image of my dear, 
d pierce my heart through every vein, 
And die to let it out again.“ , 
And can you really,” cried he, laugh at ſo much. 
* tenderneſs? © I laugh at tenderneſs ! O Mr Booth, 
anſwered ſhe, « Thou knoweſt but little of Caliſta.” *£_ 
* thought formerly, cried he, I knew a great deal, | 
and thought you of all women in the world, to have 
© the greateit,——* Of all women! Take care, My 
Booth,“ ſaid ſhe.— By Heaven, if you thought ſo 
you thought truly—But what is the object of my | 
* tenderneſs? ſuch an object as Well, Madam, 
ſays he, I hope you will find one“ I thank yon 
for that hope, however,“ ſiys ſhe; * cold as it is; 
© but pray go on with your tory ;* which command 
he immediately obeyed. | . * 


Containing a letter of very curious kind. 

1 EE Major's wound,” continued Booth, was 

0 really as flight as he believed it; ſo that in Aa 
very few days. he was perfectly well; nor was Bagil- % 
ard, though run through the body, long apprehend 
ed to be in danger of his life. The Major then 
took me aſide, and wiſtfing me heartily joy of Bagil- 
* lard's recovery, told _ 1 would now, by the gift 
OS. x 2 | 6 
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1 las it were) of Heaven, have an opportunity of doing 
myſelf juſtice. I anſwered, I could not think of any 
ſuch thing: for that when I imagined he was on his 
92 — 1 had heartily and ſincerely forgiven + 
* him. Very right,“ replied the Major, and 
® conſiſtent with your honour, when he was on his 
death - bed; but that forgiveneſs was only conditio- 
nal, and is revoked by his recovery.“ I told him, 
1 could not poſſibly revoke it; for that my anger 
© was really gone.— What hath anger,“ cried he, 
* 20 de with the matter? the dignity of my nature 
„ hath been always my reaſon for drawing my ſword; 
* and when that is concerned, I can as readily fight 
* with the man | love, as with the man 1 hate. T - 
will not tire you with the repetition of the whole ar- 
* gument, in which the Major did not prevail; and 1 
« really believe, I ſank a little in his eſteem upon that 
- - . © account, till Captain James, who arrived ſoon after, 
“ again perfectly re-initated me in his favour. 
When the Captain was come, there remained no 
cauſe of our longer ſtay at Montpelier; for as to my 
wife, ſhe was in a better ſtate of health than I had 
ever known her, 2nd Miſs Bath had not only recq- 
* vered her health, but her bloom; and from a vals 
* ſkeleton, was become a plump, bandſome, young 
woman. James was again my caſhier; for far from 
1 receiving any remittance, it was now a long time 
* fince Chad received any letter from England, though 
© both myſelf and my dear Amelia had written ſeveral, 
both to my mother and ſiſter; and now at our de- 
« parture from Montpelier, I bethought myſelf of 
* writing to my good friend the Doctor, acquainting 
him with our journey to Paris, whither I defired he 
* would direct his anſwer. - SOC TEM ho. 
At Paris we all arrived, without encountring any 
adventure on the road worth relating; nor did any 
thing of conſequence happen here during the firſt 
#* fortright: for as you know neither Captain James 
* nor Miis Bath, it is ſcarce worth telling you, that 
an affection, which afterwards ended in a marriage, 
began now to appear between them, in which it may 
appear odd to you that I made the firſt diſcovery of 
the lady's flame, and my wife of the Captain's. 5 ih 
F 8 — 6 
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6, The eiae dy hee dee ug Paris, 1 
* received a letter from the Doctor which I have in 
my poecket · book; and, if you pleaſe, I will read it 
you; for I would not willingly do any injury to his 
* words.” 0 


Tho indy, you tiny eally belbeve, Welles! to bear 


the letter, and Booth read it as follows : 
Mr dear Children, 1 


Is 


OR I will now call you ſo; as you kw] nei- 


ther of you now any other parent in this 4 


= ad Of this melancholy news 1 ſhonld have 
ſent you earlier notice, if 1 had thought you ig» 


norant of it, or indeed if I had known whither io 


have written. If your ſiſter hath received any let- 
ters from you, ſhe hath kept them a ſecret, and 


rhaps out of affeQion to you hath repoſited them | 


n the ſame place where ſhe keeps her 
= what I am afraid is uch dearer to her, her 
money. The reports concerning you have been 
rene: ſo is always the caſe in matters where men 
are ignorant: for when no man knows what the 


truth is, every man thinks himſelf at liberty to th. 
e 


port what he pleaſes. Thoſe who wiſh you w 

ſon Booth, ſay ſimply that you are dead; others, 
that you ran away From the ſiege, and was caſhier- 
ed. As for my daughter, all agree that ſhe is 4 
ſaint above; and there are not wanting thoſe. who 
hint that her huſband ſent her thicher. From this 
beginning Fou will expect, I ſuppoſe, better news 
than I am going to tell you; but pray, my dear 
children, why may not I, who have always laughed 
at my own afflictions, laugh at yours, without the 
cenſure of much malevolence? I wiſh you could 
learn this temper from me; for, take my word for 


it, nothing truer ever came from the mouth of 4 2 


* heathen than that ſentence, 4 
26 —Leve fit quod bene, ſertur onus e. 


* 


« And though I muſt confeſs, 1 ever thought Ari.” 


ſtotle (whom I do not take for ſo great a bſockhead 
as ſome who have never read him) doth not very 


» The burden becomes light by ls well borge. 


N 3 4 well 
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os nee de doude- which be hath raiſed in his 333 
Ethics, viz. How a man, in the midſt of King 
* Priam's misſortuues, can be called happy? yet 1 
* have long thought that there is no calamity ſo great 

that a Chriſtian philoſopher may not reaſonably 
2 lavgh at it. If the heathen Cicero, doubting of 

„ immortality (for ſo wiſe a man muſt have 2 

of that which had ſuch flender arguments to ſup» 

« port it), could aſſert it as the office of wiſdom; Hu- 
mana res deſpicere atque infra ſe poſitas arbit rari 7. 
Which paſſage, with much more to the ſamę 
; N you will find in the third book of his 
ſculan Queſtions: | 
With 305 much greater confidence may a good 
_ Chriſtian deſpiſe, and even deride all temporary - 
* and ſhort tranſitory evils! If the poor wretch, wha 
is trudging on to his miſerable cottage, can laugh 
* at the ſtorms, and tempeſts, the rain and whirlwinds 
„% which ſurround him, while his richeſt hope is only 
« that of reſt; how much more chearfully muſt a man 
35 2 through ſuch tranſient evils whoſe ſpirits are 

noyed up with the certain expectation of finding a 
« noble palace, and the moſt ſumptuous — 9 | 
« ment ready to receive him? I do not much h [ 
1 the ſimile; but I cannot think of a better. And 
bs vet, inadequate as the ſimile is, we may, I think, 

e from the actions of mankind, conclude, that they 

. will conſider it as much too ſtrong; for in the ca 
have put of the entertainment, is there any man 
* ſo tender or poor: ſpirited as not to defpiſe and oſten 
* to deride the fierceſt of thoſe inclemencies which 1 
1 have mentioned? but in our journey to the glorious 
4 manſions of everlaſting bliſs, how ſeverely is every 
« little rub, every trifling accident lamented; and if 
fortune ſhowers down any of her heavier ſtorms 
upon us, how wretched do we preſently appear to 
\, © ourſelves and to others! The reaſon of this can be 
1 no other than that we are not in earneſt in our faith; , | 
at the beſt; we think with too fittle attention on 
this our great concern. While the moſt paultr _. 
| M matters of this world, even thoſe pitiful trifles, 
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 <-thoſe childiſh gewgaws, riches and honours, are 
1. tranſacted with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, and moſt ſe- 
« rious application, the grand and weighty affair of 
_« immortality is poſiponed and diſregarded, nor ever 
«<. brought into the leaſt competition with our affairs 
<< bere. If one of my cloth ſhould begin a diſcourſe 
% of Heaven in the ſcenes of buſineſs or pleaſure, in 
the Court of Requeſts, at Garraway's or at White's; 
« would he gain a hearing, unleſs, perhaps, of fore 
« ſorry jeſter who would deſire to ridicule him? would 
e he not preſently acquire the name of the mad pars 
„ ſon, and be thought by all men worthy of Bedlam 5 - 
or would he not be treated as the Romans treated 
„their Aretalogi “, and conſidered in the light of # 
% buffoon ? But why ſhould I mention thoſe places 
of hurry and worldly purſuits : What attention do 
e engage even in the pulpit ! here, if a ſermon 
% be prolonged a little beyond the uſual hour, doth it. 
not ſet half the audience aſleep? as 1 queſtion not 
| % | have by this time both my children. Wellthen, 
like a gaod-natured ſurgeon, who prepares his pa- 
V tient for a painful operation,” by endeavouring 660 
* much: as he can to deaden his ſenſation, I will now 
. communicate to you, in your {lumbering condition, 
the news with which I threatened you. Your good 
* mother, you are to know, is dead at laſt, and bath 
«© left her whole fortune to her elder daughter.--This 
6 is all the ill news I have to tell you. Confeſs now; 
if you are awake, did you not expect it was much 
_<, worſe ? did not you apprehend that your charming 
„ child was dead? ar from it, he is in perfect health; 
and the admiration of every body; what is more, 
he will be taken care of, with the tenderneſs of 4 
% parent, till your return. What pleaſure mult this 
«+ give you! if indeed any thing can add to the hap- 
5+. pineſs of a married couple who are extremely and 
| « deſervedly fond of —_ other, and, as you write 
44 me, in perfect health. A ſuperſlitions heathen 
would have dreaded the malice of Nemeſis in your 
=» @< ſuvation; -but, as I am. @ Chriſtian, 1 ſhall venture 
' : - A ſet of phi 8, * direrted- men at 
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— zealous friend. Do not therefore, 
my dear children, fall into that fault which the ex- 


* ems Thucydides obſerves is too common in human 
nature, to bear heavily the being deprived of the 


« ſmaller good, without conceiving, at the ſame time, 


0 any gratitude for the much greater bleſſings which 
v are ſuffered to enjoy. | have only farther to tell 


you, my ſon, that when you call at Mr Morand's, 


Rue Dauphine, you will find yourſelf worth a hun- 
* dred pounds. Good. Heaven! how much richer 
* are you than millions of people who are in want of 
* e Farewell, and know me ſor 


.< Your ſincere and affeQionate friend 


0 There; Madam, cries Booth, * how do you like the 
© Jetter ?? 


Oh! extremely, ad ſhe, * the Dodor is ® 
charming man; I always loved — to hear him 


preach. I remember to have heard of Mrs. 5 —— 
death above a year before 1 left the country; but 


*-never knew the particulars of her will before. Tous | 4 
extremely ſorry for it, upon my honour.” | 


Oh fy ! Madam, cries Booth, have you ſo ſoon 
« forgot the chief purport of the Doctor's letter ? - 
Ay, ay,” cried ſhe, © theſe are very oa arr 
to read, I acknowledge; but the loſs of fi 

A ſerious matter : and L am ſure a man of Mr Booth's 
© underſtanding muſt think ſo.” One conſideration; 


+ I muſt own, Madam,” anſwered he, a good dear 


* baffled all the Doctor's arguments, This was the 
* concern for my little growing family, who muſt one 
day feel the loſs; nor was 4 ſo eaſy upon Amelia's 
account AS u 
© the utmoſt chearfulneſs, and — her invention 
to the utmoſt to comfort me. But ſure, Madam; 


e there is ſomething in the Doctor's letter to admire be- 


yond the philoſophy of it; what think you of that 
* eaſy, generous, friendly manner, in which he ſent me 


the hundred pounds ! 


. + Very noble a aud great indeed, replied ſhe 5 * bot 


* Au E IIA. ek t- 


2 my own, though ſhe herſelf put om 


- db dentro your felicity, by . 
5c affuri u that you have, beſides your wife, a 
* faithfu 


_ 


3 
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pray go on with your tory ; for I long to bear the 
« whole, 1 


-_ * 
— ; 


k, a4 48 e A p. 4 XI. A 
4 th In which Mr Booth relates his return io England, 
OTHING remarkable, as | remember, hap- 
pened during our ſtay at Paris, which we left 
„ * after, and came to London. Here ve reſted 
| only two days, and then, taking leave of our fellow- 

_ © travellers, we ſet out for Wiltthire, my wife being 
ſo impatient to ſee the child which ſhe had left be- 
© 'hind her, that the child the carried with her was | 

- * almoſt killed with the fatigue of the journey. 
We arrived at our inn late in the evening. Amelia, 
though ſhe had no great reaſon to be pleaſed with 
any part of her ſiſter's behaviour, reſolved to behave _ 

© to her, as if nothing wrong had ever happened. 

She therefore ſent a Lind note to her the moment 

© of our arrival, giving-her her option, whether the 

would come to us at the inn, or whether. we ſhould 

that evening wait on her. The ſervant, after wait» 

“ing an hour, brought us an anſwer, excuſing her 

from coming to us fo late, as ſhe was diſordered 
'© with a cold, and deſirin er by no means to 
* think of venturing out after the fatigue of her jqur- 
„ ney, ſaying, ſhe would, on —— account, defer the 
great pleafure of ſeeing her till the morning, with - 

out taking any more notice of your humble ſervant, 
than if no ſuch perſon had been in the world, tho® 
. © T had very civilly ſent my compliments to her. I 

_ © ſhould not mention this trifle,” if it was not to ſhew 

you the nature of the woman, and that it vill de a 

a kind of key to her future conduct. 

When the ſervant returned, the good Dodor, 
who had been with us almoſt all the time of bis 

_ © abſence, hurried us away to his hooſe, where we 4 

_ © preſently found a ſupper and a bed prepared for us. 

© My wife was eagerly defirous to ſee her child that 
night; but the Doctor would not ſuffer it; and as 

E © he was at nurſe at a diſtant part of the town, and 

| e e eee e, 
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| 4 health that evening; ſhe. ſuffered herſelf at laſt to 


be diſſuaded. 

We ſpent that evening in the moſt agreeable 
manner: for the Doctor's wit and humour, joined 
to the higheſt chearfulneſs and good-nature, made 


© him the moſt agreeable companion in the world? 


and he was now in the highelt ſpirits, which he was 
© pleaſed to place to our account. We fat together 
to a very late hour; for ſo excellent is my wife's 
"6 * conſtitution, that ſhe declared ſhe was ſcarce enable 
© of any fatigue from ber late journies. 
Amelia ſlept not a wink all night, and in the 
morning early the Doctor accompanied us to che 
© little infant. The tranſports we felt on this occaſion 
* were really inchanting, nor can any but a fond pa- 
© rent conceive, am certain, the leaſt idea of them. 
Our imaginations ſuggeſted a hundred agreeable 
© circumſtances, none of which had, perhaps, any 
foundation. We made words and meaning, out of 
6 every ſound, and in every feature I found out ſome 
© reſemblance tomy Amelia, as ſhe did to we. 
But I aſk your pardon for dwelling on fuch inci- 
« dents; and will proceed to ſcenes w », 40:00 | 
4% perſons, wiil be more entertaining. 
We went hence to pay a viſt to Miſs Harris, 
©. whoſe reception of us was, I think, truly ridiculous ; 
© and as you know the lady, I will endeavour to de- 
'* ſcribe it particularly. At our firſt arrival. we were 
; * uſhered into a parlour, where we were ſuffered to 
* wait almoſt an hour. At length the lady of the 
© houſe appeared in deep mourning, with a face, if 
5 poſſible, more diſmal than her dreſs, in which, 


© however, there. was every appearance of art. Her 


features were indeed {krewed up to the very heigath 
dn grief. With this face, and in the moſt folemn 
5: gait, ſhe approached Amelia, and coldly faluted her. 
After which, the made me a very diſtant formal 
. * conrteſy, and we all ſat down. A ſhort ſilence now 
. © enſucd, which Miſs Harris at length broke, with a 
| © deep ſigh, and ſaid, * Silter, here is a great altera - 
tion in this: place ſince you ſaw it lak ; Heaven bath 
es been pleaſed to take my poor mother to itſelf! — 
— * A her eyes, and then n 1 


. 


"Mia 
— * 
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% hope I know my duty, and have learned a proper 
* reſignation to the divine will; but ſomething is to 
be allowed to grief for the beſt of mothers; for ſo 
« ſhe was to us both: and if at laſt ſhe made any 
« diſtinction, ſhe muſt have had her reaſons for ſo 
« doing. I am ſure I can truly ſay I never withed, - 
* much leſs defired it.“ The tears now ſtood in poor 
« Amelia's eyes: indeed ſhe had paid too many already 
for the memory of ſo unnatural a parent. She an- 
« ſwered with the ſweetneſs of an angel, that ihe was 
far from, blaming her ſiſter's emotions on ſo tender 
© an occaſion; that ſhe heartily joined with her in her 
grief: for that nothing which her mother had done | 
in the latter part of her lite, could eiface the re- = 
© membrance of that tenderneſs which ſhe had for- 
_ © merly ſhewn her. Her ſiſter caught hold of the cord 
© efface, and rung the changes upon it.— Efface Y 
« eriedſhe, * O Miſs Emily (for you muſt not expect 
„ me to repeat names that will be for ever odious) 1 
| % wilh indeed every thing could be effaced—Effaced ! 
O that that was poſſible; we might then have ſtill 
enjoyed my poor mother; for I am convinced the 
„ never recovered her grief on a certain oceaſion. 
Ihus ſhe ran on, and after many bitter ſtrokes upon 
her ſiſter, at laſt directly charged her mother's death 
on my marriage with Amelia. I could be filent 
then no longer. I reminded her of the perfect re- 
conciliation between us before my departure, and 
the great fondnefs which ſhe exprefſed for me; nor 
could I help ſaying, in very plain terms, that if the 
© had ever changed her opinion of me, as | was not 
_ © conſcious of having deſerved fuch a change by my 
© own behaviour, I was well convinced to whoſe | 
© offices I owed it. Guilt hath very quick ears to an 
* accuſation. Miſs Harris immediately anſwered to 
the charge. She ſaid, ſuch ſuſpicions were ao more 
4 than ſhe expected; that they were of a piece with 
_ © every other part of my conduct, and gave her one 
* conſolation, that they ſerved to acconnt for her 
6. fifter Emily's unkindneſs, as well to herſelf as to her 
| poor deceaſed mother, and in ſome meaſure Jefiened 
| © the guilt of it with regard to her,” fince it was not 
= © eaſy to know how far a woman is in Wr 
: | 1 


* 
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3 My dear Amelia. reddened at the re- 


flection on me; and begged her filter to name any 
* ſingle inſtance of unkineneſs.or diſreſpect, in which 
s ſhe had ever offended. To this the other anſwered, 
. (Tam ſure I repeat her words, though I cannot 
mimie either the voice or air with which they were 
£ ſpoken) + Pray, Miſs Emily, which is to be the 
judge? yourſelf or that gentleman? I rememberthe 
« time when 1 could have truſted to your judgment in 
<- any affair; but you are now no longer miſtreſs of 
4 yourſelf, and are not anſwerable for your actions. 
Indeed it is myconſtant prayer, that your actions may 
% not be imputed to you. It was the conſtant prayer 
4 of that bleſſed woman, my dear mother, who is now 
% a faint above; a ſaint whoſe name l can never men- 
1 tion without a tear, though I find you can hear it 
without one. I cannot help obſerving ſome concern 
on ſo melancholy an occaſion; it ſeems due to de- 
* cency;;- but perhaps (for I always wiſh to excuſe 
% you) you are forbid to-cry. The idea of being 
bid or forbid to cry, ſtruck ſo ſtrongly on my fancy, 
that indignation only could have prevented me from 
5. laughing. - But my narrative, I am afraid, begins 
to grow tedious. In ſhort, after hearing, for near 
an hour, every malicious. inſinuation which 4 fertile 
« genius could invent, we took our leave, and ſepa- 
0 rated, as perſons wha would never willingly meet 
© again. | 
..+ The next morning after wis interview, Amelia 
received a long letter frem: Miſs Harris; in which 
* after many bitter inveRtives againſt me, the excuſed 
ber mother, alledging that ſhe had been driven to do 
* as ſhe did, in order to prevent Amelia's ruin, if 
her fortune had fallen into my hands. She likewiſe 
very remotely hinted, that ſhe would be only a truſtee 
4 for her ſiſter's children, and told her, thet on une 
condition only, ſhe would conſent to live with her 
4 as a ſiſter. This was, if ſhe could by any means 
be ſeparated from that man, as ſhe was.pleaſed..te 
* 7 me, who had capled ſe moch michi in * 
1 8 I as fo enraged at - this. {>a that, had not 
2 Amelia {ery cg I believe I ſhould nue applied 
Iz 2 -: 5% $0 
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to a magiſtrate for à ſearch · warrant for that pidure, 
which there was fo much reaſon: to ſuſpect the had 
4 ſtolen ; and which, I am convinced, po Wen 8 
ve fhoald have found in her 5 * 
ay, it is poſſible enough,” cries Mi een 
„ele e wickedneſs of which. the ] 
lady is not capable. 
his agreeable letter was ese by * 
« of the like uncomfortable kind, which informed me 
(that the company in which 1 was, being an addi- 
P tional one, raiſed in the beginning of the war, was 
41 . Jn An 3 by 5 on half- 


* 


| 5 bing we were ee ar an 
== tion, the good DoRor came to us. en we rela- 
ted to him the manner in which my ſiſter had treated 
us, he cried out, Poor ſoul! I pity her heartily 7 
* for this is the ſevereſt reſentment he ever expreſſes; 
indeed 1 have often heard him ſay, that a wicked 
< ſoul is the greateſt object of compaſſion in the world? 


| — A ſentiment . we _ leave _ reader a little 
- Ah to ot, an | 


oy 245 be DYE ee 7 N 
1 which Mr Booth condudes bis u. | 
\HE Next day the DoRor ſet out for his par» 
ſonage, which was about thirty miles diſtant, 

© whither Amelia and myſelf accompanied him, and 

* where we ſtayed with Mm all the time of his refi- 

« dence there, being almoſt three months. - * © 
The ſituation of the parifh under my good fai 

care is very pleaſant. It is placed among meadows 

< waſhed by a clear trout· ſtream, and flanked on both 
ſides with downs. His houſe indeed would not 

much attract the admiration of the virtuoſo. He by 

* built it himſelf, and it is remarkable only for its | 

© plainneſs; with which the furniture ſo well agrees 

that there is not one thing init that may not be 
_ © abfolutely neceſſary, except books, and the Winks of 
| 6; Mr Hogarth, whom he calls a mbral ſatiriſt. 
| © © Nothing, however, can be imagined more agree- 

* able than the life that the Doctor leads in tha 
Vor. X. 0 home 


4. 


: 
Hes — ta 4 SS GS Ie 
"I 
a RESI. A 
* 
1 


7 
. - 
. % 
r e d . DID PG een th 1s 
7 CORN" FA 2 WIN „ r EO 2-4 FEVBES +l . N * UT — UA x 2 — 
1 2 oy 4 - * * o - 5 7 
N 4 : 4 . 
4 1 : 4 - 1 
” * 9 : 
» = 
1 4 2 * 0 
i . , ; : 
. * 1 
* S 9 , 
4 
* 
22 * 
. « 
* 7 
as 


. ”  — _ . 
44D One wr ol, —————— K «4 „ 
4 3 3 * . * * 
* N . 
. : 
4 — 
v G 


+ band tout; whick ke ieall is 


— — — — - ũ ũ 
r — > "FP x F * _ 
6 = 1 


ſcheme, as all buſineſs required ſome 
* all which I was deſtitute.” 


44 


TE * 


* All kis-pariſhioners, whom he trees as his children, 
© regard bim as their common father. Ouce in 


La week he conſtantiy viſits every houſe in the pariſh, 
_ < examinies, commends, and 'rebukes as he finds oc- 
. © cation. This is praviiſed likewiſe by his curate in 


his abſence; and fo good an effect is produced by 


this their care, that no quarrels ever proceed either 


to blows or law-ſuits; no beggar is to be ſound in 
the whole pariſh; nor eee 


ane oath all the time +live# iat. 


But to return from ſo Agreeable a dig Hh 


my own affairs, that are much leſs worth your at- 
« tention. in the midſt of all the pleaſures T tafted = 

in this ſweet place, and in the moſt delighiſul con- 
"M1 pany; the woman and man whom I loved above all 


things, melancholy reſlexions concerning my un- 


happy circumſtances would often ſteal into my 


„thoughts. My fortune was now reduced to lefs 


than forty pounds'a year; I had already era 


«dren, and my dear Amelia was again with child: | 


© One day the Doctor found me ne eg ny 8 
and employed in melancholy conteinplations nn ing 


< ſubjet. He told me he had obſerved me 
of late very ſerious; that he knew the occaſion, an 


© neither wondered at, nor blamed me. -He and | 
__*- aſked me if l had any profpe&. of going again inte 
the Ry e meg gebende of life 1 propor to | 
. 52 ene wt5t 


5; V/20kd vin, chat as 1 Fad no powerful Friends, 1 


could have but little expeQartions in a 3 


that I was as incapable of thinking of any other 


'op wi of 


* experience, and likewiſe "wy" o fer up 


L * 
— — 
earthly paradiſe. 1 
- 


„Lou muſt know then, Child,” Laid hiv Dogs. 7 


14 that I have been thinking on this ſubject as well as 
% you: for I can think, I promiſe you, with a plea- 
< {ant countenance. | Theſe were his words. a 
<6 to che army, 5 I 


'« ting you another commiſſion; but my 
L fſeems to have a violent objedion to it; N 
* fancy you — glory make 


| abs Aer | 66 * ou 


— 


e ** E kL. * _ _ «ip 
1 albleace: from. bei -Andfor 7 | 
y pat, Laid the, ST never think thoſe men wiſe 24 

« who for any worldly intereſt the 

« happineſs of their lives, If I miſtake not, fays he, 

4 chumtry life, where yon could be always 8 

« would make you both much happier 

_ FRI WON IO A OO gNS it 

„most; und 1 believed. (Amelia was of dhe rived 

4 inn. ; 

The Doctor, after a Ntle- heſitation, e to 
me to turn farmer, and offered to let me his pacſon- 
age, Which was then become vacant. -He-faid; it 
W a farm which required CT Ne dear 
+ hkttle ſhould not be wanting. | 
©: embraced this offer very r nen RY 
N are and immediately repaired to 
1 ere enen 
ſentimems. W 
4 — — ee dhe, big 3 
« ſports of joy; ſhe ſaid, that her greateſt —— 

| an been/of my again mito the army. 
385 , ſo kind as to ſay, chat all ſtations of > Ay 
3 rr 
| U And as to our children,” 

_ © ſaid ſhe, let es bree them up to an humble for- 
< tune; and they will be contentid with i : for none, 
| <: added" my angel. deſerves bappineb, or indeed, 

„ e it, e eee e e ee 1 


A neceſſary ingredient.” 
Thus, r b oy 
ſormer rank in life ; no longer Capri Erne 
_ © Farmer Booth at your ſeruice. 
wh . in as; 
+ ſcene of zie, nothing, 1-think, remarkable haps 
« pened; the hiſtory of one day would, indeed, be the. 
s. hiſtory of the Whole year.“ ener 5 
Well, pray then, ſaid Miſs Menthets, d hs 
* ws bear: the; hiſtory of that daf; I have a ſſrange 
= curioſicy ti know how yon could kill your: time: 
9 Ar e ger rer ff nn * IL 
r Madam,” anſwered. Boeth, .-Y 
2323 hy Sechntis fo the SUR +24 
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6; bateratiod. indian, believe,” you habe impoſed a 
— — for ER happi= - 
_ © neſs is incapable of deſcription. os, "Sal ae" 
I roſe then, Madam 1h nr nngdtt © 
O the moment denne undoubtedly, tai 
Miſs Matthews. TE r 
= "Uſually, ſaid he, duenne n 4 5 
I will have no uſually,“ eried Miſe. Matthews, 
c you are confir ed to a day, anc bs to be the belt 
: ORE BOER vo Ub: year.“ 4 I e e 
Nay, Madam,” e 
*. the day in which Amelia was bronght to bed, after 


. un * "x e 


2 painful and dangerous labour; for that 1 think 


© was the happieſt day of may life” (ou 2 [4 


— 


I proteſt,” ſaid ſne. r 


« Booth indeed. What a happineſs have you-paint- 
ed to my imagination I you put me in mind of a 


c ere, where Far Lady. Such-3-one * — 5 


© mily/ - 


|= 22a Vp then, 15 are yn, Mi bon — 4 
Booth, L re eg ee 


guiſhed one day from another. The whole was 
« Sor dect r of love, heakb, and tranquill. 


« Our lives: reſembled a calm ſea. „ 


The dulieſt of all ideas, cries the lady. - Fe 
i know, ſaid he, it muſt appear dall in 3 
tion: for who can deſcribe. the pleaſures ery 


morning air gives to one in perfect health; the flow 


| Pe md aa Spe ans ſprings up from exerciſe ;.the de- 
flight which parents feel from the prattle, and in- 
nocent follies of their children; the joy nh Which 
the tender ſmile of a wife inſpires à huſband; or, 
- laſtly, the chearful,. ſolid comfort which a fond 
couple enjoy in each other's converſation !—All theſe 
« pleaſures, and every other of which our r. a 
2 -was capable, we taſted in the higheſt degree. Our 


* happineſs was, perhaps, too great; for Fortune 
ſeemed to grow envious of it, and interpoſed one of 


' the moſt cruel accidents that could have befallen us, 
* * robbing us of our dear friend the Doctor“ 


15 ä rea odor e * was 


> Rt 
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* indeed a. valuables man, ad I never” Hear ol . 
928 X: 
| « Long wer id be habe aay ans bee ef it;) cries 23 
Deb. He is, indeed, dead to us j but will, 1 
1 5 happy, pears of life. You know, 
Madam, the he had to his gatron the 
+ Earl: indeed, it was impoſſible to be onde in his 


+ patron: 2 
.cc 
companion in the world, but of the beſii counſellor ; 
A laoſs of hich I have ſince felt the bitter conſe-- 
5 quence; for no greater Jam convinced, 
can arrive to 2 young. man who hath any degree 
© of underſtanding, than an intimate. converſe with 
one of riper years, Who is not only able to adviſe,, 
but who knous the manner of adviſing. By this 
means alone, youth can enjoy the benefit of the 
experience of age, and that at a time of life when 
fſuch experience will be of more ſervice. to a man, 
© than when he_bath lived loog enough to nn 
—— 
From want of my  fage counſellor, 1 how. fold 
———— Thefrit of theſe wasin enlarging; 85 
1 —— of one hundred as - 
year to the parſonage ;- in renting, whioh 1 had alſs- 
| ß Dottor had-baſee given Jan 
* 4 one. The conſequence of which was, that. 
* at the end of the firſt year, I was worth 
r fourſcore pounds; at the end of the- 
* ſecond, l was near half that ſum worſs (as the phraſe- 
© js) than nothing = 
- © Aſecond folly 1 was guilty of, Win fataities- | 
with the curate of the pariſh; who had ; juſt married. 
as my wife and I thought, a very good ſort of a wo- 
man. We bad not, lived one month ro-- 
gether, before I plainly perceived this good ſort of 


4 . TRAY 9 A 


in; 


\ J ' = 1 
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1 7 and that hi 33 | 
| holds among them, Flat have bean alle to 


account: for fo far was my angel from having given 
© her any cauſe of. dillke, that IRIS 


of this envy, which 1 am almoſt 
mention, as it may well be called my 
« Fee folly. You are to know then, Madam, that 
rom a boy I had been always fond of driving a a 
« coach, in which I valued myſelf on having ſome 
0 full. This, perhaps, was an innocent, but 1 allow - 
© it to have been à childiſi vanity. As 1 had an op- 
REY portunitym therefore. of buying an old coach and 
* © harneſs very cheap, (indeed they coſt me but twelve 
pounds), and as I — the ſame horſes. which 
drew my waggons, would likewiſe draw my coach; 
I refolved on indulging myſelf in the purchaſe: 
-- © The conſequence of ſetting up this poor old a | 
is inconceivable. Before this, as my wife and my· 
«ſelf had very little diſtinguiſhed. ourſelves from the 
other farmers and their wives, ether in our dreſs; 
or our way of living, they treated us as their equals; 
+ © # but now they began to conſider us as elevating our- 
92 4 ſelves. into a ſtate of ſuperiority, and immediately 
, begun to envy, hate, and declare war againſt Us. 
The neighbouring little ſquires too, were uneaſy to 
ſee a poor renter become their equal in a matter in 
© which they placed ſo much dignity; and not doubt - 
ing but it aroſe in mne from the ſame oſtentation; 
they began to hate me likewiſe, and to turn my 
emquipage into ridi aſſerting that my horſes; 
© which were as well kd as any in the kingdom 
were of different colours and ſizes; with mach more 
of that kind of wit, the only baſis of which is 17 
But what will appear moſt ſurpriſing to — . 
dam, was, that the curate's wife, who, 
had mare uſe of the coach than my Amelia, 2 | 
*: ſhe ſeldom went to church in any other manner) 
«was one of my bittereſt enemies on the oceafinn; ' 
be by * had ever any 2 q which-all | 


. 


. 
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* the ſweetneſs of my poor girl enn e 
< avoid, ſhe was ſure to introduce. with a malicious 
_ © ſneer, © Though my huſband did not a coach; 
„ Madam.“ Nay, ſhe took this opportunity: to up- 
* braid my wife with the loſs of ber fortune, al- 
© ledging, That ſome folks might have as good pte- 
«© tenlions'to a coach as other folks, and a better too, 
as they brought a better” fortune to their huſbands: 
but that all c 
* without ſtraw. 
„Tou will wonder, pertiaps, Mladam, how I can 
remember ſuch ſtuff, which, indeed, was. a 
time only matter of . 
myſelf; but we, at laſt, experienced the miſchievous 
nature of envy, and that it tends. rather to produce 
tragical than comical events. My neighbours now 
| © began to conſpire againſt me. They nick · named 
© me, in deriſion, the Squire Farmen. Whatever L 
bought, I was ſure to buy dearer; and when L ſold, 


I was obliged to ſell cheaper than any. other. In | | 


fact, they were all united; and while they every day 
committed treſpaſſes on my lands with impunity, if 
any of my cattle eſcaped into their fields, I was 
either forced te enter into a law-ſuit, or to 

* amends fourfold for the damage ſuſtained. | 
The conſequences of all this could be no 
than that ruin which enſued. Without tiring you 
« with particulars, before the end of four years, I 
became involved in debt near three hundred pounds 
more than the value of all my effects. My landlord 
_ + ſeized my. ſtock for rent; and to avoid immediate 
5 confinement in priſon, I was forced to leave the 
* counmry; with all that 1 held dear in the world, mx 
« wife, and my poor little family. 
- © In this 22 . arrived in town five or fax 


days ago. taken a lodging in the verge 
of the — and 24 oa writ my dear Amelia word, 


where ſhe might find me, when ſhe had ſettled her 
affairs in the beſt manner ſhe could. That very even- 
ing, as I was returning home from a coffeehouſe, 
4a fray happening in the ſtreet, 1 endeavoured to 

*  * afliſt the injured party, when I was ſeized by the 
watch, and after being confined all night in the 

; 4) Ws.  roundboule, 


= 
- 
* - 
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of peace, who committed. me hither; where 1 
+ ſhould probably have ſtarved, had I not, from your 


me leave to aGfure-you,. ris 


« Miſe Matthews, that whatever adwantage Il may 
© have reaped from your misfortune, I imcerely la- 
* ment: oy erben L have purchaſed any relief to 
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188 "Matthews. did net in dhe Kad Fall ſhork 
of Mr Roath, in-expreiians n tenderneſs Hee 
4 geyes, the moſt on ſuch occa · 
Sous, enerted their utmoſt — And. at the conelu- 
ſion of his ſpeech, ſhe caſt a look as 1 ol 
as ever Cleopatra gave to Anthony. In real fact, this 
Mr Booth had been her firſt love, and had made ſome 
2 —— - heart, which the learned in 
this branch of philoſo phy e and. perkaps er. 
are never to be eradi acoder tab 4 rats. 
"4 When Roach had finiſhed his ory, a fene enſued 
| of ſome minutes; an interval which the painter would 
deſcribe much better than the writer. Some _— 
may however be able to make pretty pertinent enn: 
jectures, by what I have. faid fabove, eſpecially when 
= | they are told that Miſe Matthews broke. the flange by 
2 ſigh, and eried. Why is Mr Booth unwilling to 
Reer 
have been of ſome little advantage to him? ſure the 
happy Amelia would. not be ſo ſelfſb to envy me 
2 © that (pleaſure. Ne; not if ſhe was ſo much the 
| * fondeſt as ſhe is the happieſt of women. Good 
© Heavens ! Madarp,? ſaid be, * do Jou can py poor _ 
PF Amelia the happieſt of women?” Indeed I de, an: 
. ſwered ſhe briſkly, — O Mr Booth, there. is a ſpeck 
| © of white in her fortune, which when it falls to the 
-' c 
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Ty. 


| 4 fate—D-Mr Booth,” could 1 Rave thonght who 
© 48 were firſt acquainted, that the moſt agreeable Pr 
in the world had been capable of making the kind, 
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« the cender, the .affoficnate hulband {—the happy 


Amelia in thoſe days was unknown; Heaven bad 
© not then given her a proſpect of the happineſs ir in 


1 © tended her — bt yet 1 d int Neher: for ſure 
© there is a faraſity in de dai of love; 


and the 
© more | reflect on my own life, the more i am con- 
« vinced of it. O Heavens! how a thouſand little 


E circumſtances crowd N. winde When * firſt on 


'believe yo was men the «awe — andy 
eld Bao Rere eunde a le bow; and ered 
20 dear Madam, how i was I of my o 

„ Would Je realty hace thought ? 
. —— —ů— TG 
there be no fincerity n what (you ſay Here the 
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. had alrendy learned ſome of the whys. | 
fe, Taid; ' ſhe believed Mr Booth would” like 
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1— of” They! encimaned abe imeryopred n 
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_ © tion tofleep ; which bath the 
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Au K L 1 4 


7 ; 
lat at theſg mords. —— klowever,; the muſtered up ber 


Wirits, and turning ta Bosch, ſaid, * What ſax vo 


by Captain ? ? for my own part, I had never leſs inclina- 
greater charms for you, 
the punch or the pillow ? I hope, Madam, au- 
cwered Booth,  * you have a better ee ee 
than to doubt my preferriug Miſs Matthews con- 
verſatlion to either.. I aſſure you,” replied ſbe, « bin 
* is no compliment to vou, 40 ſay 1 prefer: yo 

* ſleep at this time. 


The governor then, os bong i A 5 


parted; and turning che key, nne 
lady to themſelves, | 


In imitation of him, we will lock up kkewidh 4 


| ſcene which we do not think proper to expoſe to the 


eyes of the public. If any over-curious readers ſhould 
be diſappointed on this occafion, we will recommend 
ſuch readers to the apologies with which certany gay 
ladies have lately been pleaſed to oblige the world, 
where they my ere thing mene chat 
at that interval. 


But though we ects painting the 4 it 1s 6 


drives t6:carchal from the world the frailey , 


Mr Booth, or of his fair partner, who certainly paſſed 


that evening in a manner innen arc the —_ 
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| the? behaviour of the 
not only for his ſake, but for the ſake of the beſt wN 
man in the world; whom we ſhould be > tf drone wt 
der as yoked to/a'man of no worth nor honovr. 


4 u * 1 1 benim 


To fuy the troch we ore woch more concerned fot — 
„ than of the lady, 


We defire therefore the good-natured and candid 


reader will be pleaſed to N attentively the ſeveral 
circumſtances” which concurred ſo critically, 
that fortune ſeemed to have uſed her utmoſt endea- 


vours to enſnare poor Booth's conſtancy. Let the rea- 


der & ſet before. his eyes a ſine young woman; in a man- 


ner a firſt love, conferring obligations, and uſing every 


art to ſoften, to allure, to win, and to inflame; let him 


conſider the time and place; tet him remember that 
. Mr Booth was a young fellow i in the higheſt vigout 

of life; and laſtly, let him add one ſingle circum- 
ſtance, that the parties were alone together: and then 
if he will not acquit the defendant, . he muſt be con» 


. Ana . one nothing more to fa i hs defence | 


ee e H A . I 1 


| The later n ai phe 6 our 1 


To” better than” the bete aig 


H in this griminal converſation, in which the hap» 
pineſs of 2 

of the latter for though the charms of Miſs Mat- 
the ws, and her exceſſive endearments, ſometimes lul- 
led every thought in the ſweet lethargy of pleaſure. ; ö 
yet in the intervals of his fits, his virtue alarmed and 


WOLKE wk did our lady and gentleman live 


rouſed him, and brought the image of poor injured 


Amelia to haunt and. torment him. In fact, if ye 


regard this world only, it is the intereſt of every man 
to be either 2 good, or compleatly bad. He 
had better deſtroy his conſcience, than gently wound 


it. The many bitter reflections which every bad action 


coſts a mind in which there are any remains of good - 
neſs, are not to be compenſated by che higheſt e 
ſures which ſuch an action can'produce. + 
S8o it happened to Mr Booth. Repentance never 
r W 
FN: | 


=» 
- 


9 


1 ; 


was much more perſect than that 0 


continued to fin on, beeauſe he had wy 
ance however returned ftill heavier and heavier, 


Land could not forbear once crying out : * 
2 my dear Billy, I believe the chief diſadv an- 


* 


Chap.) 4 M E 1 1 & 0 


is our judgment, and ſo flippery is the deſcent of vice, 
when once we are entered into it; the ſame crime 
which he now repented of, became a reaſon for doing 
that which was to cauſe his future 


His re- 


ill at laſt it flung him into a melancholy, which Miſs 
Matthews pl perceived, and at which ſhe could 
Manhows plainly ſome reſentment in obſeure hints, 
and ironical — on Amelia's ſuperiority to 
Her whole ſex, who could not cloy a gay young fellow. 


by many years poſſeſſion. She wo 42 repeat the 
compliments which others had made to her own beauty 


pon my 


* tage on my fide, is in my ſuperior fondneſs; for 
* love, in the minds of men, hath one quality at 
* leaſt of n fever, which is to coldneſs in the 
object. Confeſs, dear Will, is there not ſomethin 
< yaltly refre king in the cool ir of « prade Berk 

fetched a deep high, anc Ws , Greer more bo 


E l name Q Will, _cries ſhe, © did 


d from the motive 1 could wiſh, 
«I 1 Would 14 e happieſt of womankind. ! You 
© would not ſure, Madam,” faid Booth, '* deſire mg 


_ © crifice, which I muſt be a villain to make to any. 


« Deſire ' anſwered ſhe, * are there any bounds to the 
« defires of love ! have not I been ſacrificed! hath noe 
my firſt love been torn from my heart ?— 
< { thuine i prive tight. —As for-acriſlem; can make 
them too; and would ſacrifice the r ONION - 


© the leaſt call of my love.“ 


Rea e to Ded which the had 


received within an hoar, the contents of wIkB wee NE: 


. ˙Ü 
« PROSE -paly who tealy know what love i, ca 
have any conception of the "horrors I felt at 


4 hearing of your confinement at my arrival in town, 


<<" which was this morning. I immediately ſent my 


„ lawyer to enquire into the particulars, who brought: . 


„ me the a news that the man whoſe heart's 
Vor. X. | P , * blood 


% 


— 


z and he 


— 
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. 6 — not to be value 2c the rate of a- ſingle 
* Vs. mig er Nee 
that you- might be admitted to bail. I preſently 
20 ordered him to go with two of my tradeſmen, who © 
are to be bound in any ſum for your appearance, if 
% he ſhould be mean enough to proſecute you. - Tho? 
oc; you may expect my attorney with you ſoon, I would 
% not delay ſending this, as I hope the news will be 
© agreeable to you. My chariot will attend at the 
% fame time to carry you where · ever you pleaſe. You 
may eaſily gueſs what a violence I have done to my- 
« ſelf in not waiting on you in perſon; but I, who 
* know your delicacy, feared it might offend; and 
that you might think me ungenerous enough to 
4 hope from your diſtreſſes an happineſs, which Il am 
, reſolyed to owe to your free gift alone, when youht 
6 good-nature ſhall induce you to beſtow on me what 
ng man living can merit. I beg you will pardon 


all the contents of rn 1 Fate 10Rr" 
% honour of believing me.. 
ACE O00 Deareſt Madam, FP d eee 
our moſt — ale 

ee I „ aud moſt obedient humble TY . 

„„ 


- Booth thought he had fontewbere before ſeen the 
Came band; but in bis preſent hurry of ſpirits could 
not recolle& whoſe it was; nor did the lady give him 
any time for reflection: for he had ſcarce read the Jet- 

ter when ſhe produced a little bit of paper, and cried 
out, Here, Sir, here are the contents which he 
fears will offend me.“ She then put a bank - bill of 
aà hundred pound into Mr Booth's h hands, and aſked 
him, with a ſmile, if he did not think ſhe had reaſon 
to be offended with ſo much inſolence? | 
Before Booth could return any anſwer, the gover- | 
nor arrived, and introduced Mr R. ers the attorney, 
who acquainted the lady, that, he brought her 
diſcharge from ber con att and that a; chariot 
waited at the door to attend. her where-ever the | 
. habe; 1 
5 She. received he diſharge From Ur Rogers, nd | 
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aba e much obliged to the 


erlernen den he would nor make ſe ofthe 
chariot, as ſhe had no notion of r ares 0 | 
ed place in a triumphant manner: in reſolution, 
when the attorney found her obſtinate, he withdrew,” 
ann . 


looked earneſtly upon him, and eried, How vakind 
is that queſtion i do you imagine I would _ 
leave you in ſuch a ſituation? thou knoweſt but lit- 
5 tle of Caliſta. Why, do you think L could accept 
HY *« this hundred pound from a man I diſlike; unleſs it 
eas to be ſerviceable to the man I love? I inſiſt on 
ur n e you 
a © want of it. {3542912 
Booth as ke Raſt — ohants 
_ would not —— ſhilling of it, ſaying, he had already 
received tod many obligations at her hands, and more 
than ever he ſhould be able, he feared, to repay. How 
unkind, anſwered ſhe, . is every word von ſay? 
„hy will you mention obligations ? love never con- 
fers any. It doth every thing for its own ſake; I am _ 
: not therefore obliged to the man whoſe paſſion = 
makes him for I feel how inconſiderable | 
the whole world would appear to me, if I could 
throw it, after my heart. 5 
„Much more of 'this kind paſſed, ſhe/ſtl e 
bank-note upon him, and he as abſolutely refuſing, 
till Booth left the lady to dreſs herſelf, . 
walk in the area of the priſon.. 
Miss Matthews now applied eee ade: 
by what means ſhe might procure the Captain his li- 
berty. The governor anſwered, As he cannot get 
bail, it will be a en e and money to be 
fſure there muſt be: for people, no doubt, expect to | 
P 
| < wherewithal as the law requires to intitle themſelves - 
— 10 juſtice, why they mutt be beholden to other 
| people to give them their liberty; and people will 
* not to be fre de eig tobe behold to e 
2 c 5 


16 %%%/ö A M E L I A. 


for whereof chere is reaſon ; for how ; 
© ſhoul —— — if i was or for theſe 
4. Well, well, ſaid ſhe, © and how: — ano F | 


the va- 
toe of it), 6s delivered: en The bank, il, and bad han 


get it changed: for if the whole,” ſays ſne, will pro- 


* cure him his liberty, be ſhall have it this evening? — 


The whole, Madam!“ anfwered the governor, as 
ſoon as he had recovered his breath: - for it almoſt - 
forſook him at the ſight of the black word hundred. 
No, no. There might be people indeed but I am 
not one of thoſe. A hundred! 0 
« like it-— As for myſelf, as I ſaid, L will be 
_ +. with five-guineas, and Iam fure that's little enough 
What other people will expect eee gat 
To be fure his Worſhip's clerk will expect to h 
s pretty handſomely; as for: bis Worſhip himſelf, he 
never touches any thing, that is, not to ſpeak of ; 
rr 
thaw muſt have ſomething, and the law- 
s. yers on both ſides they muſt have their fees for 
«* finiſhing? © Well, ſaid ſhe, / + leave all to you. 
If it coſts me twenty pound I will have him diſ- 
charged this afternoon.—But you mult give his dif 
charge into my hands, without eee W ag 
*kaow any thing ofthe mer.” 1 LM: 
The governor promiſed to obey her cccumaniia tie 
every particular; nay, he was ſo very -induſtuous, 
that thovgh dinner was juſt then coming upon the 
table, at her earneſt requeſt, he ſet out immediatelx 


on the purpoſe, and went, as he faid, in puh of 
the lawy Tr.. 


; e eee | 

Cr Deck wwe dindy: perſon out of ſpirits: | 
* was imputed 3 
| 70d " | 
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ay, Miſs Marthews beg anden could not, or would 
not, ſuſpect that there was any thing deeper than the 


: baten of being ri diſcharged, Oy hay oh 
| his mind. 2 5 | 
pretty liberal Ky 


. choenitth-afihe coll; anda 
tity of punch; Which he ſwallowed after dinner 
(for dis andere had ordered a very large bowl at 


own expence, to entertain the good company at 
her fare wel) ſo far exhilerated his ſpirits, that when 


the young lady and he retired to their tea, he had; all 
the marks of gaiety in ä and eye 
ſpark led with numour. 351 * 
The — cron hows 
in tea and converſation, when the governor returned, 
and privately delivered to the lady the diſcharge for 
2 and the ſum of eighty two pounds five ſhil 
15 n having been, he ſaid, diſburſed in the 
£ eſs 3 ran at eny\tinte eee 


an exact account. 716 : 
has with Mr Booth, 


: Miſs Macthews again 
_ ſhe put the ditcharge into his hands, defiring him 4 
atk her no queſtions; and adding, I think; Sir, 
have * of us now any thing more to do at this 
place. She then ſummened the governor, and or- 
— bill of char day expence, for long ſcores were 
not uſual there; and at the fame time ordered a hack - © 
ney - coach, without having yet determined whither ſhe FF 
would go; but folly determined the was, wherever the 
went, to take Mr Booth with her.. 5, 
Tbe governor was now approaching with a longroll 
of paper, when à faint voice was heard to ery out 
| haſtily, © Where is he? and preſently a female ſpectre, 
all pale and breathleſs, ruſhed into the room, and fell 
into Mr Booth's ama, R n 
ry e reg el 1 fete 2 5 
Booth made a ſhift: to ſupport his, lovely. . 
though he was himſelf in a condition very little dif 
ferent from hers. Miſs Matthews likewiſe, who pre- 
ſently recollected the face of Amelia, was ſtruck mo- 
tionleſs with the ſurpriſe; nay, the governor bimſelf, 
5 though not eaſily moved at ſight of horror, Rood as - 
 ghalt, and-neither offered to ſpeak nor ſtir. 
'- Happily for Amelia, - governeſe of the manſions 
| 3 1 
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bad out of curioſity ab 00 and 
was the only uſeful perſon preſent on this 


ſhe immediately called for water, and ran to the lady 
_ afliſtance, fell to looſening her ſtays, and performed all 
the offices proper at ſuch a ſeaſon; which had ſo 
an effect, that Amelia ſoon recovered the diſorder 
ſpirits had 


which the violent agitation of her cauſed, 
and Leeren v eee eee 


3 eit N 1 I'S 1 2 12 of x 


— S ante ei bes un ame at 


ny NG —_— nor was it 8 


| ——— —————ñ— 


room, and fixing them on Miſs Matthews, who ſtood 


like a ſtatue, ſhe ſoon recollected her, and addrefling 
her by her name, ſaid, Sure, Madam, I cannot be 


m miſtaken in thoſe features; «though meeting you here 


s \migh ht almoſt make me ſuſpect my memory. 
Mils Matthews face was now all covered: with 
ſearter. The reader may eaſily believe: ſhe was on no 
account pleaſed with Amelia's preſente; indeed; ſhe 
expected from her ſome of thoſe. infuks, of which, r- 
tuous women are generally ſo liberal to à frail ſiſter; 
dut ſhe was miſtaken, Amelia was not une, en fog on 
Who thought the nation ne'er could u. 


42 


Till all the whores were purnt alive. 


n n 


| Her virtue could ſupport itſelf with its own intrinſic 
worth, without borrowing any aſſiſtanee from the 


vices of other women; and the confidered their natural 


 infirmities as the ene er, pity,” not of PO 
 Abhorrence. 57-6 8 11. 
When — — 1 


1585 folion in Miſs Matthews, ſhe preſently ealled to re - 


membrance ſome ſtories which ſhe had ly 
heard ;- for as ſhe was not naturally attentive to ſean · 
dal, and had kept very little company ſince her return 


to England, ſhe was fur from being a miſtreſs. of the 


75 lady's whole hiſtory. However, ſhe had heard enough 
to impnte her confuſion to the right - cauſe; ſhe ad - 
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to meet her in ſach a place, but that no very 
ext mixſoreune ys rb de ge. K 
Miſs Matthews began, by degrees, to recover her 
She anſwered, with a reſerved air, I am much 
- © obliged to you, Madam, for your concern; we are 
© all liable to misfortunes in this world. indeed, 1 
* know not why l ſbould be much aſbamed ef es 
in an eee, 2 
Here Boch interpoſed. He had before acquainted = 


E which brought this. young lady to this melancholy | 
place, is entirely determined; OOO NAY - 
+ folutely at liberty as myſelf. 75 
Amelia, imputing the extreme coldneſs and rel 
of the lady to the cauſe already, mentioned, nt M 
ſtill more and more in proportion as ſhe drew back: 
till the governor,” who; had withdrawn ſome time, re: 
turned, and acquainted Miſs Matthews that her coach 
was at the door; upon which the company. ſoon; ſepa» 
rated. Amelia and Booth went together in Amelia's. 
coach, and poor Miſs Matthews. was obliged to retire 
alone, after having ſatisfied; the demands of the govety 
mor, CCC 
conſiderable ſum: ſor he with great dexterity proparr 
tioned the bills to the abilities, of his goeſts,. 
It may ſeem - perhaps; wonderful to ſome re: | 
that Miſs Matthews ſhould have maintained that eo 


* the rules of civility, inſtead of Tr. an oppor- 
5 tunity which ſeemed to offer, of prong g ſome degree 
„ of intimacy with a wife, | whoſe huſband. ſhe was ſo 
fond of : rr 
concerted: by ſo ſudden and unexpected a diſappoint» 
ment, and beſides the extreme horrors which ſhe con- 
ceived at the preſence of her rival, there is, I believe, 
ſomething ſo os ſuſpicious. in the nature of 
all vice, eſpecially f with any great degree 
of pride, that the eyes of thoſe whom we imagine 
privy to our failings, are / intolerable to us, and we 
are apt to aggravate; their e 
r eee er 
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reſerve towards Amelia, ſo .as barely to keep within 
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A teen *r HATES: A ieee ee "OY N 
Containing ger 175 author, and other 
2 3 ta * matters. Ur * Ae . E859: 
#4 n en rid af n wie ng di a: 
HERE; nothing- more Stine than to hy 
1 © dowii any fixed/and certain rules for ha 

- Whideed ns judge'with any preciſion of the aeg 
bf others, from the knowledge of external eireum- 
' Kdnres, There is ſometimes 4 little ſpeck of black in 
che brighteſt and gayeſt colours of fortune, which con- 
taminates and deadens the whole. On the contrary, | 
when all without looks dark and diſmal, there is 


a" ferret ray of light within the mind, which turns ; 


ery thing to real joy-and'gladnefs,” 1 1 2 
I have in the courſe of my life ſeeti'many ede 
65 make this” obſervation; and Mr Boeth was at pres 
ſent a very nant inſtance of its truth. He was 
Jot delivered | a priſon,” and in the poſſeſſion of 
is beloved wife and children; and (which — 
r tiy to augment his joy) Fortune 
done all this for him within an hour, without 
bim the ne warning or | reaſonable expectatibn 
this ſt in his cireumſtances; and yet it is 
certain, that * 3 men in the world 
more ſeriouſly miſerable than he was at this inſtant. 
A deep melancholy ſeized his mind, and cold damp 
ſweats overſpread his perſon, ſo that he was ſcarce 
- animated; and poor Amelia, inſtead of a fond, warm 
. h&Gand;/ beſtowed her carefſes on à dull lifeteſs 
1 clay. He endeavoured, however, at firſt, as mu 
das poſſible, to coneeal what he felt, and attempted 
what is the hardeſt; of all taſks, to ac the part of 2 
happy man; but he fobnd no ſupply of ſpirits to carry 
on this deceit; and would have probably funk under 
this attempt, had not poor Amelia's ſimplicity helped 


bim to another fallacy, Penn he had much better 
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5 This worthy woman eee 
order in her huſbandis wind; and having no doubt of 
che cauſe of it, CNY when fhe-ſaw' 9 
in his eyes at the 7 


il 
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arms round his neck; and 
turous fondneſs, . let no- 


265 


= 21 2 


him with rap - 


thing make you uneaſy. Heaven will, I doubt not, 
7 ˙ A CA. Great for · 
zn aol ee ee. For my own 

part, IL can level my mind with any ftatey: and for 
© thoſe poor little things, whatever. condition of life 


se breed them to, that will be ſufficient to maintais 
them in-. How many thoufands abound in affluence; 


* whoſe fortunes are much lower than ours for it is 
not from nature, but from education and habit, 
that our wants are chiefly derived. Make yourſelf 


eafy therefore, my dear love; for: yon have a wife 


* who will think herſelf bapp 


you, and enden 
vour to make you fo in any 


tion. Fear nothing. 


Billy; induſtry will always provide us a wholeſome 


meal; et take eee 
+ fulneſs ſhall make ing pleaſant one”; 

Booth preſently took the cue, hich the bad given 
him: He fixed his eyes on ber for à minute, with 
great carneſinefs and inexpreſſible tenderneſs; and 
then cried, © O my Amelia, how much ave-you-my 


. © ſuperior in every perfection! how wiſe, how 


how noble are your ſentimenta! why can 1 not imi- 
tate what 1 bem eg? why can e 
with your conſtancy, on thoſe dex little pledg 
© our loves? All my ks 15 bail with 
© thought, that my pa children are to 
„With a cpuel, hard, 1 
4 thoſe waves of fortune, which have e 


4 their father Here I own want your firmneſs, and 
4 am not without an excuſe. for wanting it; for am 1 
not the cruel cauſe of all your ,wretchedneſs'? have 


</ not ſtepped between you and fortune, aud been 
OO ne, ny or ee rr 
= 2 T * 

2 e my love, anſwered ſne. Great 1 
might have been, but never happy with any other 
man. Indeed, dear Billy, I laugh at the fears you 


formerly raiſed in me; what ſeemed ſo terrible at 


A diſtance, now it approaches nearer, appears 10 


Ar "this/ comfort 


\ 


pieſt of women; nor have I done thing N 
I. do not rejoice in, and would, i 111 had he git of 

5-preſcienee, dong ; pid bye aw e alt yonng eo 
Booth was EN. £1666 tb with this behaviour, that 
" he had na words to anſwer. To ſay the truth, it was 
difficult ta find any worthy of, the occaſion. He threw 
f proſtrate at her feet, whence poor Amelia was 
forced to uſe all her N 
| alle and replace him in his chair. 4 


Such is ever the fortitude . | 
3 minds not utterly aban- 
doned. Booth was naturally of a 7 temper: 

mentioned 


not would any ſuch apprehenſions as 


Us ANTE Dk 
| ee myſelf at chis day as che hapy- 


er e v g to 5 


Have been ſufficient to have reſlrained bis joy, at meet - 


R {ole cauſe ot his grief. 
it was that ener vated his heart, and chrew him 


Aerneſs that the moſt excellent of women. intended 
ſor hjs;cowfort; ſerved+ only to heighten. and aggra+ 
: pas the more:ſbe roſe in his/admirgtion, the more 
ber quickened his fenſe of his own;unworthinelſs,. 


Aſter a difagreeable evening, the firſt of that king 25 


dat he bad ever paſſed. wich nis Amelia, in which he 
ky had the utmoſt. difficulty to force a little chearfulneſs; 


| tover 2 lirtle from . 
company of his children. He now 


enquiring of Amelia, by what 8 l bad a one . 


ed the. place of his confinement. Amelia, after gen 
I rebnking him for not having; himſclf acqu 
her with it, ir informed him, that it was known dare 
the country, and that ſne had traced, the: original * 


| It to her ſiſter, who had ſpread the news with a ma- 


Fcious joy, and added a circumſtance; Which would 
have frightened her to death, had not her knowledge 
of bim made her. give little credit to it, which was; 
_ - hat be was wm n 


A 9 \ Al 


. 


ing with bis Amelia. In fa&, a reflection on the in- 


into agonies, which all that profufion. of heroic ten- 


dad miwhich ber 1 were at ash overpowered - 
u diſterning the oppreſſion. on bis they tetired to 

Fell, or rather to miſery, which. need not be deſcribed. 

Tho next morning at breakfaſt, Booth began to re- 
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had diſeredited this part, the fad, The not bearing 
from him, during ſeveral ſucceſſive poſts, made her 


too apprehenſive of the reſt :- that ſhe a con- | 
veyance therefore for herſelf and children S allbury * 


from whence the ſtage coach had brought them to 
town, and having depoſited her children at his lodg- 
ing, of which he had ſent her an account on his firſt 
arrival in town, ſhe took 2 hack, and.came:direftly - 
CC was, and, where the 
und him, 
Booth excuſed himſelf, and with ruth, as.to his not 
having writ; for in fact, he had writ twice from the 
on, * he had mentioned nothing of his con- 
Rue ; but as he ſent away his letters after nine 
$5 night, the fellow; to whom they were entruſted, 
burnt them both, for the ſake of putting the twoꝛ 


| pence in his own pocket, or rather in the t of the 


of the next gin-ſh 


Miſs atthews together in che prifon, and had con» 


founded her caſe with his; and this the circumſtance | 
of murder made more probable. But who this - 


pres ſhould be, he could not guels. After giving 


imſelf therefore ſome pains in forming conjeares - 


to no purpoſe, he was forced to reſt contented with 
his ignorance of the real truth. 


Two or three days now, paſſed vitbouk . 


any thing remarkable ; unleſs it were, that Booth more 
pag more recovered his ſpirits, and now had almoſt 


ined his former degree of chearfulneſs, when the 
owing e e n eme 1 
* I — 6h) 


&& 
* 
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P *: 
44 7 8 45 

p . 1 7 
« Dear bur. & vis F721 * : 


e 


convince vou 1 am the . 
women, 1 have given you, up three. whole 


rival: I can refrain no longer from letting 1 


« „ know that L in Dean-(treet, not far from the 


« church, at the of the Pelican and Trumpet; 


4.950 


to the account which Amelia gave him, it ſerved 7 
„„ his curio He began 
to ſuſpect, that ſome perſon had noi. bim and 
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from any but a perſon of the Higheſt 


n AM E E Naa n 
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the fire; "reſolving never to arg e lady more, winleſs 
it was, to pay her the money ſbe had lent him, which 
be Was determined to do the very firſt opportunity; 3 
for it was not at preſent in his power. 


This Jerter threw him back into his fit of dejeRtion, | 


in which he had not continued long, when à packet 


from the country brought * the . from W ; 


friend Doctor Harriſon : | 1 5 


5 - | wo ba Sealy: 21. N. 8. 
2 « Sin, 


"HOUGH 1 am now on hh aid home, 1 
"a have taken up my pen to unĩcate 4 
2 ſome news I have heard a Wan England, hi 


ves me much uneaſineſs, and concerning which I 

an indeed deliver my fentiments with muck 
* eaſe this way than any other. In my anſwer to your 
_ * laſt, I very freely gave you my opinion, in which . 
< it was my misfortune to diſapprove of every ſtep 
«« you had taken; but thoſe were all pardonable er- 
.. © rors. Can you ; be ſo partial to yourſelf, upon cool 
„und ſober reflection, to think what 1 am going to 
mention is. fo? 1 proalle fob, 1 it appears to me a 
„ folly of ſo monſtrous a kind, that, had I heard 1 
& ſhould have rejected it as utterly incredible. We 


« you already gueſs what I am abant to name; 'fince, 
* Heaven forbid, your conduct ſhould afford you any 


5 choice of fink grofs ſtances of weakneſs. 7 In a 


_ « word, then, yo have ſet up an equipa e What : 
or to 
&« myſelf ? In truth, I can find no excuſe kor vo you, and 


45 2 ſhall 7 invent in your excuſe, either to 


* what is more, 1 am certain you can find none for 
< yourſelf, 1 muſt deal therefore very plainly and 
* Vanity is "always contempti- 


" 


' 


1 
| 
| 


n 2 1 K 1 12. 1 


ee d wich dicbonelty, it becomes 
<<, odious and deteſtable. At whoſe expence are 7 
5, to ſupport this equipage? is it not entirely at the 
- &<.;expence of others; and will it not finally! end in 
ec that of your poor wife and children? Youiknow + 
% yon are twoſyears in arrear to me. If I could im- 
4 pute this to any extraordinary or common accident, 
„ think I ſhauld never have mentioned it; but 1 
vill not ſuffer my money to ſupport the ridiculous, 
r LILer- 
pect therefore to find at my return, that you have 
7 cakes diſcharged my whole debt, or your. equipage, - 
«© Letime: beg you ſeriouſſy to conſider your circum- 


« ſtances and condition in liſe, and to remember that | ; | 


7 ſituation will not juſtify any the leaſt unne ; 


1 .ceffary. expence-- Simply to he poor, Tays. my favou- 
u rite Greek hiſtor ian, awas not held F byithe 


* nie Athenians”; but highly ſo, to ove that poverty 19 


% our own \indiferetion. Preſent iny affections to Mrs 5 
„ Booth, and be affured; that I shall not, withour 
M by. ne and great pain too, ever ceaſe OR, BY 


n Lour moſt faithful” friend, 


ET, wif tas 1 F. 10% 1 R. Hass iso,“ Py 
| Had this es come I any other time, it would 
ene teen Booth the moſt ſenfible aMittion;: but ſo 
dork had the affair of Miſs Matthews poſſeſſed his 
mind, that, like a man in .a moſt raging fit of the 
gout, he was ſcarce capable of any itional ter- 
ture; nay, he eyen made an uſe of this latter epiſtle, 
as it ſer ved to account to Amelia for that concern 
which: he really felt on another account.” The poot 
deceived lady therefore applied herſelf to give "7 
comfort where he leaſt wanted it. She ſaid; he might 
eaſily perceive that the matter had been miſrepreſent- 
ed to the Doctor, Who would not; ſhe was ſure, retain 


the lea angef againſt him when he knew the real! 


truth. 


Aſter a hort coneeriing; on this ſabjes, i in | which 8 
Booth appeared to be greatly conſoled by the argu- 


ments of his wife, * parted. He went to take a 


walk in the Park, and we ee at — 5 4 
l him nee. 1 — 
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le Was o 1001 departed than hi not 
Azmite fix years old, ſaid to Amelia, La! mamma, 
bat is the matter with poor papa? hat makes 
bim look ſo as if he was going to cry? he is not 
< half ſo merry as he uſed to be in the country? 
Amelia anſwered, Ohl my dear! your papa is only 
* little thoughtful, he will be merry again ſoon?— 
Then looking fondly. un her children, {he burſt into 
_ an agony. of tears, and eried, Oh Heavens! what 
have theſe poor little infants done? why will the bar- 
barous workd endeavour to ſtarve them, by depriving 
us of our only friend O my dear, your father is 
“ ruined, and we are undone. The children pre- 
ſently accompanied their mother's tears, and the 
ter cried Why, will any body hurt poor pa- 
' 3 hath he done 2 to Wy body?“ Na, 
my dear child, ſaid the mother, he is the beſt man 
| 5 and therefore they hate him.“ Upon 
i | which the boy, who was extremely ſenſible at his 
| 
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years, anſwered, Nay, mamma, how can that be? 
8 have not you often told ee was good, 
8 every body would love me ?? All good people will, 
=. anſwered ſhe. -* Why don't they Tore papa then 2 
rxrepflied the child, A for I am ſure he is very 77 - 
80 they da, my dear, ſaid the mother, but there 
bk © are more had people in the world, and they will 
© hate you for your goodneſs. + Why then bad 
people, cries..the child, are loved by more than 
the good No matter for that, my dear, ſaid 
ſhe, the love of one good perſon is more worth ha 
ving, than that of a W wicked ones; nay, if 
+ there was no ſuch perſon in the world, ſtill you mult 
be a good boy: for there is one in hearen who will 
love you; and his * ene es has chat 
<. of all mankind” _ K 
- This little dialogue v we are e will be 
read with contempt by many; indeed we ſhould not 
have thought it worth recording, was 2 not for the 
excellent example which Here gives to all | 
mothers. This admirable- woman never let a daf 
paſs, without inſtructing her children in ſome res | | 
of religion and morality. By which means ſhe had. 
* tender „ hee 
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R 
were ſuſceptible, that it muſt require great pains ank 
length of habit to ſeparate them. Though ſhe was 
the tendereſt of mothers, ſhe never ſuffered any ſymp» 
tom of malevolence to ſhew itſelf in their moſt tri =" 
actions without diſcouragement,. without rebuke; | 
if it broke forth with any rancour, without puniſh» 
ment: in which ſhe had ſuch ſucceſs, that not the 
leaſt marks of pride, envy, malice, or 1 
elf in any of their litcls words or dee. ; 
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* e Amelia: appears In. ns . li, tr 


ME LI A, vich the aſſiſlance of a little girl, whe 
£{ N was their only ſervant, had dreſſed her dinner; 
and ſhe had like wiſe "dreiled herſclf.as neat as any lady 
who had a regular ſet of. ſervants, could: have done: 
when Booth returned, and brought with him his friend | 
James, hom he had met with in the Park; and who, 
as Booth abſolutely refuſed to dine away from his 
wife, to whom: he had promiſedo return, had invited 
bimſelf to dine with him. Amelia had none of that 
paultry pride, which poſſeſſes ſo many of her ſex; and 
which diſconcerts . their tempers, and gives them the 
air and looks of fur ies, if their huſbands bring in an 
unexpected gueſt, without giving them timely warping 
to provide a facrifice to their own« vanity. Amelia. 
received her huſband's friend with the utmoſt eomplai- 
ſance and good humour: ſhe made indeed ſome apolo- 
gy for the homelineſs of her dinger ; but it was pohtely 
| turned as a- compliment to Mr James's friendſhip, 
| which could carry him where he was ſure of-being ſo 
ill entertained; and gave not the leaſt hint ho mag- 
| nificently ſhe would have provided, had ſhr expeffed 
the favour of fo' much good company. A phraſe which 
is generally. meant to contain not only am apology for 
— lady of the houſe, but a tacit ſatire on her gueſts. 
for their intruſion, and. is — 2 ſtrong inſinuation 
W failed 8 
Amelia not to enquire 2 
ber old friend Mrs James, — Bath, and _ 
- vas m—y * that ſhe 1 The 
22 truch 
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Ff, or appetite to her perſon; poſſeſſiom had ſurf 
bim, and he was now growi ſo heartihj tired of his 
wiſe, that ſhe had very little of his company; ſhe was 
forced therefore to conteht berſelf wich being the mi- 
ſtreſs of a large houſe and equi in the country ten 

months in the year by herſelf. other two he in- 
dulged her with the che town; but then; 


mough they lodged under the fame roof, ſhe-bad little 

more of her haſband's-ſociety;'thanif! 
one hundred miles apart. With all this, as the was a 
woman of calm . paſſions; ſhe made herſelf contented : 


been 


for ſhe had never had any violent affection for James; 


the match was of the prudent kind, and to her ad- 
vantage; for his fortune, by the death of an uncle, 


was become very conſiderable; and ſhe had ę 
every thing by the 
ber — AE e be very eee 
ichout-. 2 „Het ae: 


. When Amelia, 5 er retired to her children, 
| ro tall to his friend concerning his af. 
* adviſed: Booth very « by: to Ahink of 


| eee ee in which rte wh vo = 


met with ſuch ſucceſs; that he had obtained 


mand of a regiment, te which his brother-in-law was 5 | 


* Heutenant-coloniel!'* Theſe preferments they both-owed 
to the favour of fortune only: for though there was 
no objection to either of their military characters, yet 


| ky neither of them had any extraordinary defert ; and, if 


Booth, who had been twice wounded in the 
ſeemed to have the faireſt pretenſions; but he remain- 
ed 4 poor half. pay lieutenant, and the others were, as 
we have ſaid; one of them a lientenant-coloned, and the 
btder had a regiment. Such riſes we often ſes in life; 
without being able to give any ſatisfactory aceount of 
the means, and therefore aſeribe r * 1 


merit in the ſervice was a ſumeient recommendation; 


fortune of the perſon,-/ © 


; g N 


— 


bargain but a huſband; Which 


Both Colonel James and 1 W Wl 137 
members of parliament; for as the unele of the for- * 
mer had left him, together with his eſtate, an almoſt 
certain intereſt in a borough; ſo he choſe to confer 


this favour- on Colonel Bach a etreumſtance which 
0 


at — — 


| 
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but as it 2 to 


forth the goodneſs of James. 


who endeavoured to make up in kindneſs to the fa- 


mily, what he wanted in fondneſs for his wife. 
Colonel James then endeavoured all in his power 
10 perſuade Booth to think again of à military life, 


pa very kindly offered him his intereſt towards oh 


tai him a company in. the regiment under his 
— Booth muſt. have been a madman in his 


preſent eircumſtances to- have heſitated one moment 


at accepting ſuch an offer; and he well knew Amelia, 
notwithſtanding her averſion to: the army, was much 


too wiſe to make the leaſt ſcruple of giving her con- 
ſent. Nor was he, as it appeared afterwards, miſ- 


taken in his opinion of his wife's underftanding : for 
ſhe made not the leaſt objection when it was communi- 


cated to her, but contented herſelf with an expreſs 


ſtipulation, that where-ever he was commanded to go 
(for the regiment was now abroad) the would accom- 


pany him. 3 
Booth therefore accepted his friend's propoſal wits 


a profuſion of acknowledgments; and it was agreed, 


chat Booth ſhould draw up-a memoriaEof his- preten- 


fions, which Colonel James undertook to preſent to- 
fome man of power, and-to back-it wich all the. foree 


| he de 


Nor ad the friendibip of the Colonel top 15 
Tou will excuſe me, dear Booth,” ſaid he, if after 
© what you have told me, (for he had been very expli-- 


eit in revealing his affairs to him), . 1 ſuſpe& you muſt 


© want money at this time. If that be the eaſe, as 


Tam. certain in it muſt be, I have fifty pieces at rand 


© fervice.* This generoſity brought the tears into: 


Booth's eyes; and he at length confeſſed, that he 
kad not ' five guineas in the houſe; upon which, 


gave him a bank-bilF for twenty pounds, and 


r aprons The rk 11 | 
faw him. - 


- Thas'di@ this - generous: Colonek (for generous he 


really was to the higheſt degree) reftore peace ank 


comfort to this little family: and by this act of | be» 
neficence- make two of the worthic - people two of 
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follies and weakneſs, the ruin and deſolation of man- 


kind, ſcarce one man in a thouſand is capable of taſt» 
ing the” happineſs of others. Nay,” give me leade o 


wonder that pride, which is conitantly 


often impoſing on itſelf to gain ſome little [pre-emi# 
certain 


nence, ſhould ſo ſeldom hint to us the « 
as well as laudable way of ſetting ourlelves above 


- - anot ge an a 2 See 7 . r | n 2 l his e N e. 
| 5 . % f 164 Ky 4 2 N 1 D 653 4 7 I On: 
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133 it paiſed that evening, * all the. 1 


ing day with his Amelia, without the interrup» 
tion of almoſt a ſingle thought concerning Miſe Mat- 


„ 4 MEL 1A | Book) 


ef 1 — giee me leave to ble * 
lameut that ſo few are to be found of this benign diſ- 
poſition: that while wantonnefs, vanity, avarice and 
ambition are every day rioting and triumphing in the 


2 8 bs 
3 — ED 


- thews, after. having determined to go on che Sunday, | 


the only day he could venture without the v in 
2 preſent ſtate of his affairs, and pay her whnt ft 

advanced for him in the priſon. But Ihe had hot 
 foilong patience; for the third day, while he was 


ting with Ameſia, a letter was brought to him. A 
he knew the hand, he immediately put it in his 


pocket vnopened, not without ſuch an alteration 
in his countenance that had Amelia; Who was then 

rag, one of the children, caſt her eyes towards 
Ws muſt have remarked it. This accident, hows 


2 Inckily gave him time to recover hiniſelf: for 


elia was io deeply engaged with the little one, 
that ſhe did not even remark. the. delivery of the letter; 
. The maid ſoon after returned into the room, ſayings 
the chairman deſired to know, iſ there was any anfwer 


10 the letter. — What letter?” cries ; rat; The 
© letter 1 gave you. juſt now, anſwered the'girl. —— — 
- Sure, cries. Booth, the child ts mad; you gave me 


4 * letter, — Les, indeed I did, Sir,“ ſaid. the-poog | 
Why then, as ſure as . .cries Booth, 1 

28 it into the · fire, in my rexeree. 73 Why, <bilds 
N bs * Rs 7 Þ why 


— 


, 4 * 2 1 wy 
by n not tell me * ee e 
chairman come up—ſtay, I will go down myſelf; 
for he will otherwiſe dirt the ſtairs with his feet 7 

Amelia was gently chiding the girl for her care 
leſſneſs, when Booth returned, ſaying, it was very | 

true that ſhe had delivered him a letter from Colonel 


James, and that perhaps it might be of conſt 
„However, ſays he, I will ſtep to the coffechauſe, 


and ſend him an account of this ſtrange . 
ten L kao, He wil f. pardon in my preſent fi 
Stion -. A l. W 


Booth was overjoyed at this- Lene 0 6 
Amelia s total want of all jealouſy and ſuſpicion made 
it very eaſy for him to accompliſn: but his "pleaſure 

was conſiderably abated, when upon opening the 
letter, he found it to contain, mixed witch ſeveral very 
ſtrong expreſſions of love; ſome pretty warm ones of 
the upbraiding kind; but what moſt alarmed him was 

à hint, that it was in her power (Miſs Matthews's) to = 

E "Beſides the | 

Hy . 
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be Had more partieular reaſons e ihe rage 

of a lady, who had given fo ſtrong an inſtance h 
far ſhe could carry her revenge. She bad already fent + 
2 chairmain to his lodgings, with a politive command 1 
not to return without an ànſwer to her letter. This 
might of itſelf have poſſibly occafioned a diſeovery; 
2 he thought he had great reaſpm to fear, that if ſhe 


did not carry matters ſs far as purpoſely and avowedly 
to reveal the ſecret to Amelia, her indifcretion Soul 


at leaſt efe& the diſcovery vf that which he Would * - 
at any price have concealed, *- Under theſe terrors he 


might, 1 believe, be conſidered as the moſt" wretched 
of human beings. gige even? an © 


O Innocence, how glorious and haf portion 
- dre thou to the breaſt that poſlefſes thee !* 2 feare 
neither the eyes nor che tongues of men.” "Truth, the 
moſt powerful of alk things, is thy Ron "friend; 5 
and the brighter the light is, in Which 'thoo art GE | 
| played; the more it diſebvers thy tranſcendent beau- 


Eren the W Uke a” baſe thief, F- | 
- the 
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an and every tongue that mentions his 
to be proclaiming them. Fraud and Falſchood 


are his N and treacherous allies: and he lurks, 
trembli 


ing in the dark, dreading every ray of light, 
leſt it ſhould diſcover A and. give Kant up to.ſhame 


and puniſhment. 


While Booth was walking i in the Park with all theſe- 
horrors i in his mind, he again met his friend Colonel 


James, who ſoon} took notice of that deep concerir 


which the other was incapable of hiding. After ſome 
little converſation, Booth ſaid, * My dear Colonel, I 


am ſure I muſt be the moſt inſenſible of men, if I did 


not look on you as the beſt and the trueſt friend; 
dence in you: of the higheſt kind. I have often made 


. an privy to my neceſſities, I wilt now acquaint 


you with my ſhame, provided you have leiſure 


'F enough to give me a hearing: for I muſt open to- 
you a long biltory, ſince I will not reveal my fault, 


© without informing you, at the fame time, of thoſe 


« circumltances, which, 1 hope, will 12 ſome meaſure. 
* excuſe it 


The Colonet very re iy agreed to give his kritad 
a patient hearing. So they walked. directly te a cof+ 


feehouſe at the corner of Spring Garden, where; 
peing in a room by themſelves, Booth opened his 


Whole heart, and acquainted. the Colenel with his 
amour with Miſs Matthews, from the very beginnin 


gy - 
to his recelving that letter which. had cauſed all his 
reſent. uneaſineſs, and which * now delivered inte. 


friend's hand. 


be Colonel ea; the letter very attentively vie 
over, (he was fileat indeed long enough to have read 


it oftener), and then turning to Booth, ſaid, * Woll, 


Sir; and is it ſo grievous a calamity to be the ob- 


© ject of a young lady's affection; eſpecially of one 


« whom you allow to be fo extremely handſome?? 
. - © Nay, but my dear friend.“ eries Booth, * do not jeſt 


with me. you who, k nw my Amelia. Well, m 


dear friend. anſwered James, and you know Ame- 
na, and this lady too.—But what would you have 


| i me do for * 1 . you ge vaux 


+ advice, 


4 2 1 1 „ BoklW: 
cery eye that. beholds/ bim to be privy to his 


I will, therefore, without ſeruple, repoſe a confiv - 


— —̃ — 


| 
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advice, ſays Booth; by what method 
© rid of this dreadful woman withaut a 2 
And do FOR really cries the other, dee 
«rid of her?” Can yau doubt: it, ſaid Booth, : after 
© what: Þ have communicated to you; and after what | 
you your ſelf have ſeen in my family? for, 1 hopes 
© notwichſtanding chis fatal ſſip, 1 do not appear to 
vou in the light of a profligate Well, 3 - 
| and whatever light I may appear to you in, 
if you are really; tired: of the — — be 
_ ©, really what y baye: repreſented her, I endeat+ - 
957 vour to take her off your handa g but inſiſt upon 


„ 


every word which he bad ſpoben was -Rvietly: true z ; 
and being/aſked; whether he would ed. 3 
never more to viſt the lady, he aſſured him that he 
never would. He then, at his friends requeſt, »delis - 
vered him Miſs | Matthewg's: letter in Which was a 


| ſecond direftion'to:ber-dodgings, and declaredto-himy | ja? 


that if he could bri ont oi this terrible 
affair, be ſhould / thin W to have a ſtill higber 
obligation to his friendiſhi er 9 which be bad 
from it; ett Fats +: 4 9 70 
> Booth preſſed the Colonet x to go home wich ich ; 
dinner 3 but N ee —— 0 
_ alceady engaged. However. he underioołk in the . 
ternoon to do all 10 is power, that Booth 8338 
ceeive no more alarms from the quarter of / Miſs 
- thews, "whom/:the-Cotonel undertook to pay allt 
demands ſhe had on his friend. They then —— i 
rated. The Colenel went to dinner at the King's4 
Arms, and Booch returned in . r 10 penn) 
/ Amelia un ns ors ad : TP bes: 
| The next day, early R ty mornin 5 the: Colonet 
cating to the-coffcehoule; aud ſent! wy is friend, who 
ed but at à little diſtauce. The Colonel told him 
he bad a little exaggerated" the Lady's beauty; how- 
ever che ſaĩd. he excuſed that; for yoy might thinx 
perhaps, cries he, that your inconſtaney to the 4 
© fineſt woman in the world; wight: want ſome excuſ s.,. 
ge that as it will,“ ſaid he, yon may make your- * 
N — e 1 
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. fault, of you have ever any furcher moleſtation from. | 
- 5. Miſs Matthews.” r > #Þ 
Booth poured forth ti . 
of itude on this — ; and nothing more any- | 
He material paſſed at this interview, which was very 
ſhort, the. Colonel being in a great hurry, as he had, 
he faid, ſome: buſineſs: * _—_ e een 
| tranſa® that morning. | 
The Colonel 3 esd ue, e 
— to give him the thirty pounds. This the 
latter ĩmputed entirely to — for he had 
always found the promiſes of che former to be equal 
in value with the notes or bonds of other people. He 
was more ſurpriſed at what happened the next day,. 
when meetin his friend in the Park, he received only 
a cold ſalute from him: and tho he paſſed him five or 
mit times, and the Colonel was walking with a ſingle 
| officer of no great rank, and with w om he ſeemed: 
in no earneſt converſation; yet could not ID: 
| wo alone; obtain any further notice fromm him 
Sp | : This gare the poor man ſome alarms. though he 
# could ſcarce perſuade himfelf: there was any deſign in 
all this coldneſs or forgetfulneſs. Once he imagined 
that he had leſſened himſelf in the Colonels opinibn, 
by having diſcovered: his inconſtancy to Amelia: but 
the known character of the other, preſently cured 
him of this ſuſpicion, for he was à perfect liber- 
tine kh regard ta women; that being indeed the 
cipal | blemith; in his character, which otherwiſo 
might have deſerved much commendation.for good - 
nature, generoſiy, and friendſhip. But be carried 
EY this one to a moſt unpardonable he; t; and made 
290 ſeruple of opealy declaring; chat il he ever liked a 
woman well enough to be uneaſy on her account, he 
would cure himſelf, if he could, by enjoying; Ber, 
whatever might be the conſequence... : SEP, 
Booth could not therefore: be perſuaded" that. the 
Colonel would ſo highly reſent in another a fault, of © | 
which he was himſelf moſt natoriouſly guilty. After 
much conſideration, he could - derive this behaviour 
from nothing better than a caprieio iouſneſs in his 
friends temper, from a kind of inconſtancy of mind, 
Ne * * hats ns with | 
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as in love; and by.the behaviour-of ſome men-in both, 


one would almoſt imagine that they induſtriouſly 


ſought do gain! the uffections of others, with a view 


only of making the ꝓarties miſerable.” -- 


This was the conſequenee of the Colonels behavis 
our to Booth. Former calamities had: afflited him; 


but this almoſt diſtracted him; and the more ſo, as he 


was not able well to account for fuck condu8, may. to 
conceive the leaſt reaſon of it. | bo ite 

. Amelia, at his return, preſently perceived the diſs 
turbance in his mind, though he endeavoured with 


his utmoſt power bo hide it; and he was at length 


prevailed upon by her entreaties to diſcover to her the 
cauſe of it; which ſhe no ſooner heard, than ſhe ap- 
plied as qudieious a remedy to his difordered ſpirits, as 


either of thoſe great mental phyſicians, Fully, or Ari- 


ſtotle, could have thought of. She uſed many argu- 


| ments to perſuade him that he was in an error; and 
bad miſtaken forgetfulneſ⸗ and careſeſſneſs for a de- 


N nay lect. 
But as this phylic ws only eventually good, 9 


zus its efficacy depended en her being in the right, a 


point in which ſhe was not apt to be too poſitive, ſhe 
ht fit to add ſome conſolation of a more certain 


and poſitive kind: Admit,” ſaid ſhe, my dear, that 


Mr james ſhould prove the unaccountable perſon 


you have ſuſpected, and ſhould, without being able 


to alledge any cauſe, withdraw his friendſhip from 
you, (for ſurely the accident of burning bis letter is 


_ < too trifling and ridiculous to mention) why ſhould 


this grieve you? the obligations he hath conferred 
on you, I allow, ooght to make his misfortunes al- 
moſt your own ; but they ſhould not, I think, make 
you ſee his faults. fo very ſenſibly, eſpecially when, 
by one of the greateſt faults in the world, committed 
© againſt yourſelf, he hath i conſiderably leſſened all 
„obligations: for ſore, if the ſame perſon Who bath 


contributed to my happineſs at one time; doth every- - 
thing in his power walicieufly and wantonly to make 

ame mi ſerable at another, I am very little obliged ro 

« a Weapons nn comfort to my dear 


TY Billy, 


— 


4 . — „ oy ER ins 
| + conſtanryiof her: oτn nor 2 of his for- 
tune, nor time, nor age, norfickneſs,. nor any acci· 
dent can · ever alter; but who will eſteem, will love; 
and doat - on him for ever. Sofa 
her ſnowy arms About his neck and 9 a car 2 f 
ſo tender, that t ſeemed almoſt to balance all the mas 
lice of his fate. What ten E Sonic 4 tbe - J 
And, indeed, the behaviour of: Atrliz-wonkd have 
made him completely happy, in defiance of all adverſe 
eire umſtanees, had iti not been for thoſe bitter-ingre- 
_ dients which he himſelf had thrown into his cup; un, 
which prevented bim from truly reliſhing; his Amelia 
fweetneſs, by cruelly eee eee 9 unworthy © 
he was of this excellent-creature.”: 33: 5 s 
Booth did not long reinain in a 
prey of James, which,” at firſt, appeared to bim 
to de ſo great a myſtery j for this very afternoon he 
received a vere from Miſs Matthews, Which unravel- 
led the whole affair. By this letter, which was full 
of Vitterne(s and upbraiding, he diſcovered that Yong: 
was his rival with that lady, and was indeed thę i * 
tical perſon who had ſent the hundred f D aw... 
Miſs Matthews, when in the priſon. He had reaſon 
to believe likewiſe; as well by the We dy. other 
eircumſtances, that James had hit herto been an unſuo- 
ceſsful lover t for the lady, though fhe had forfeited 
all title to virtue, had not yet ſo ä all / pre- 
tenfions to delicacy, as to be „like the dirt in the ſtreet, 
indifferently common to all. She diſtributed her fas 
vours'only/ tu thoſe ſhe liked in which number that 
gentleman had not the happineſs:of being ineloded. 
When Booth had made this diſcovery, : he vas not 
ſo little verſed in human nature, as any longef to he- 
ſitate at the true motive of the Colonels conduct; for 
he well knew how odious a fight a happy rival is to 
an unfortunate lover. I believe: he was, in reality, 
| bp to alſign the cold treatment he had received from 5 
s friend, do a cauſe which, however unjuſtifiable, is, 
at the ſame time, highly natural; and to acquit lam 
of a g A and 1 xg N ö ; 
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5 have been uavilingiy ohöged to have ſeen in a nick 


light. 

He now had 10 take the firſt ed * 
coſting the colonel, and of coming to a perfect expla- 
nation upon the whole matter. He debated likewiſe 
with himſelf, whether he ſhould not throw himſelf 
at Amelia's feet, and confeſs a crime to her, which S 
he found ſo littie hopes of concealing, and which he 
foreſa would occafion him ſo many difficulties aud 
terrors to endeavour to conceal. Happy had it been 
for him, bad he wiſely purſued this Rep ; ſince, in all 
probability, he would have received immediate fur- 
mala from the beſt of women: but he had not -. 
ufficient reſolution ; or, to ſpeak, perhaps, more truly, 

he had too much pride to confeſs his guilt, and pre- 
ferred the danger of the higheit inconveniences es 
ne * 1 put to the bluſh, f 


Sar ge.” 
* which. may pear that. violence 15 Jometines done to 


name of love. 


THEN that happy day came, in which un- 
hallowed hands are forbidden to contaminate 
G fhoakders of the —— Booth went early to 
the colonel's houſe, and being admitted to his pre · 
ſence, began with great yes ory though with great 
gentleneſs, to complain of A not having dealt with 
him with more -openneſs. * Why, my dear colonel,” 
: ſaid he, would you notacquainr me with that ſecret 
5 * which this letter hath diſcloſed ? James read the let- 
; ter, at /which ris countenance changed more than once; 
and then, after a ſhort filence, ſaid, Mr Booth, 13 
have been to blame, l own it; and you upbraid e 
with juſtice. The true reafon was, that I was a- 
* ſhamed of my own folly. D me, Booth, if 1 
have not been a moſt conſummate fool, a very dupe 
to this woman; and ſhe hath a particular pleaſure in 
making me ſo. IL know what the impertinence of 
virtue is, and I can ſubmit to it; but to be treated 
chus by a whore!—You muſt forgive me, dear Booth; 
5 © but your ſucceſs was a kind of triumph over me 
0 < which I could not bear. I own, I have not the leaſt 


3 < reaſon to conceive any an againſt . yet, 
8 | "_ 8 9 FEY « curſe. — 
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* curſe me, Wend nst hive: been leſs Aiſpleaſed 
at your lying wich my own wife; nay, I' could al- 
© moſt have parted with half my fortune to you more 


_ « willingly, than have ſuffered you to receive that 


* trifle of my money; which you received at her hands. 
© However, I aſk your pardon ; and I promiſe you, I 
© will never more think-of you with the leaſt ill-will, 
<- on the account of this woman; but as for ber, 
* d—n me, if I do not enjoy her by ſome means or 


other, whatever it coſts me; for I am already above 


two hundred pound out of pocket, n an f 
«© ſcarce had a ſmile in rerurn.*” * 
Booth expreſſed much aftonjthaiext at this declara- 
tion: he ſaid, * he could not conceive how it was poſ- 
ſible to have ſuch an affection for a woman, who did 
© notſhew the leaſt inclination to return it. James 
gave her a hearty curſe; and ſaid, Pox of her in- 
« clination; I want only the poſſeſſion of her perſon; 
and that you will allow is a very fine one. But, be⸗ 
« fides- my paſſion for her, ſhe hath now piqued my 
pride; for how can a man of my fortune brook being 
\ © refuſed by a whore?” Since you are ſo ſet on the 
„ bufineſs,* cries Booth, yon will .excuſe' my ang 
ſo, I fancy you had better change your meth 
applying to her: for, as ſhe is, perhaps, the vaineſt 
woman upon earth, your bounty may probably do 
you little ſervice; nay, may rather actually diſ- 
oblige her. Vanity it plainly her predominant 
paſſion, and, if you will adminiſter to that, it will 
infallibly throw her into your arms. To this I at- 
tribute my own unfortunate fucceſs. While the re- 
« lieved my wants and diſtreſſes, ſhe was daily _ 1 
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ber own vanity; whereas, as every gift of yours 


. 5 ſerted| your ſaperiority, it rather offended than 
6 . pleaſed Naw. Indeed women generally love to be of 
the obliging ſide; and if we examine their favourites, 
« we ſhall find them to be much oftener ſuch as they 
have conferred obligations on, than ſuch as they 7 
have received them from | 
There was ſomething in this ſpeech which: an | 
' the colonel; and he ſaid with a ſmile, * I don't know - 
© how it is, Will; - but you know women better than I. 


. 25 eB ow colonel, anſwered Booth, I have findied 
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« their minds more. * I don't however much envy 
yon your knowledge,” replied the other: for Ine» 
ver think their minds worth. conſidering. However, 
I hope | ſhall profit a little by your experience with 
+ Miſs Matthews. Damnation ſeize the proud inſo- 
_ © lent harlot l the devil take me if I don't ne her 
| more than Lever loved a woman!!! 
| The reſt of their. converſation turned on Booth's af: 
| fairs. The Colonel then reaſſumed the part of a friend; 
gave him the remainder of the money, and promiſed to 
take the firſt opportunity of laying: his memorial an 
a great man. | 
Booth was greatly everiored. at his ace No- 
thing now lay on his mind, but to conceal his frailty 
from Amelia, to whom he was afraid Miſs. Matthews, 
in the rage of her reſentment, would communicate itz | 
This apprebenfion-made him ttay almoſt conſtantly at 
home; and he trenſbled at every knock at the-doors. 
His fear. moreover. betrayed him into a meannels; - 
which he would have heartily deſpiſed on any other 
occaſion. This was to order the maid to deliver him 
any letter directed to Amelia, at the ſame time ſtrictly 
charging her not to acquaint her aultcels with her — 4 
ving received any ſuch orders. Ws: | 
A ſervant of any. acuteneſs, ook; hens Fe oO 
irange conjectures from ſuch an injunction; but this | 
poor girl was of perfect ſimplicity ; ſo great indeed * 
was her ſumplicity. that had not Amelia been void of 
all ſuſpicion of her huſband, the maid would have ſoqui 
after betrayed her maſter. | | 
One afternoon when they were drinking tea, littls 
Betty, ſo. was the maid called, came into the room: 
and calling her maſter forth, delivered him a ard 
which was directed to Amelia. Booth having read the 
. card, on his return into the room, chid the girl for 
| calling him, ſaying, If you can read, child, you muſt 
5 ſee it was directed to your miſtreſs. To this the girl 
—— pertly enough, I am ſure, Sir, you ordered 
ö me to bring every letter firſt to you,” This hint, with, 
many women, would have been ſufficient to have blown 
up the whole affair; but Amelia, who heard what the 
girl ſaid, through the medium of love and con 
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4 e ed ny ſaid; - Indeed, 


my love, I mult blame you for a conduct, which, 


F 41 I -oophit rather to praiſe; as it proceeds only 


from the extreme tenderneis of your affection. But, 
bs why will you endeavour to keep any ſeerets from me? 
© believe me; for my on ſake you ought nor; for as 
* Lan cannot hide the conſequenees, you make me al- 
days ſuſpect ten times worſe tlian łlie reality. While 
I have you and my children well before my eyes, 1 
am capable of facing any news which ean arrive : 
for what ill news can come (unleſs; indeed it con- 
* cerns my little babe in the country) whieh doth not 
relate to the badueſs of our eircumſtances? and choſe, 
thank Heaven, we Have new a fair proſpec of re. 
e wieving: - Beſides, dear Billy, though my under 
* ſtanding” be much inferior to yours, Þ Have ſomes 
* times had the happineſs of luckily on forme 
1M ent which hart afforded you! This 
you know; my dear, was the eaſe with regard to Co- 
* Jonel James, whom I per ſuaded you to think you had 
SID eee. me in the 
— ok happily, both for herſelf aud Me Boorly 
| of this good woman's diſpoſition 
| ceive her, and force her to ſee euery thing in a 2 
9 — to her Buſt ant. 
Tue card being no- inſpected, 5 
u che eomptiments- of Mrs james to Mrs Boch; 
with an account of her being arrived in town, and 
kwing brought wir bet a very great cold. Amelia 
was overjoyed at the news of her arrival; and having 
dreſſed! herſelf im the utrmoſt hurry, left her ehidren to 
the care of her huſband, and ran away to pay her 


777 Dag mo aiygs—og monche we 1 
___ fineere affection- But how was flie- difap | 


when eager with the utmoſt im — 6 
wir the thoughts of — ores her 
friend; ſhe was anſwered at the door — 


obtain admiſſiun. This, - confideririg the account the 


had received ef the ladys cold, greatly ſurpriſed her? 


eee ene ar her difays | 


am" 


not at home | nor could the, open telling her name, 


f 
* 


* 
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really at home; mail; as the phraſe is, was denied, 
would have made a ſecond viſit the next morning, had 
ſhe not been prevented by a cold, which ſhe herſelf - 
now got, and which was attended with a flight fever; 
This confined her ſeveral days to her houſe, during 
' which Booth officiated as her . and never ſtirre 
from her. 
In all this dne de never heard a word front I 
James, which gave her ſome uneaſinefs, but more a- 
ſtoniſument. Ihe tenth day, when ſhe was perfectly 
recovered, about nine in the evening, when ſhe and 
her huſband were juſt going to ſupper, ſhe heard a 
molt violent thundering at the door, and preſently after 
_ a rullling of ſilk upon her ſtair- eaſe; at the ſame. time 
a female voice cried out pretty loud * Bleſs mei 
what, am I to climb up another pair of ſtairs?” upon 
which Amelia, who well knew the voice, preſently ran 
to the door, and uſhered in Mrs James moſt ſplendidly ' 
dreſſed : who put on as formal a countenance, and 
made as formal a courteſy to her old friend, as if the 
had been her very diſtant acquaintance. | 
Poor Amelia, who was going to ruſh into her friend's 
arms, was ſtruck motionleis by this behaviour; but 
recollecting her ſpirits, as ſhe had an excellent preſence 
of mind, ſhe preſently underſtood what the lad 4 meant, 
and reſolved to treat her. in her own way. Down. 
therefore the company ſat, and ſilenee — for 
ſome time, during which Mrs James ſurveyed the 
roem with more attention than ſhe would have be- 
ſtowed on one much finer. At length the converſa- 
tion began, in which the weather and the diverſions 
of the town were well canvaſſed. Amelia, Who was a 
woman of humour, performed her part to ad- 
miration; ſo that a by- ſtander would have doubte 
in every other article than dreſs, which of the two w 
the moſt accompliſhed: fine Jady. 3017 7 
After a viſit of twenty minutes, during which, not 
a word of any former occurrences was mentioned, nor 
indeed any ſubje& of diſcourſe ſtarted, except only I 
| thoſe two — mentioned, Mrs James roſe from her 
ES chair, and retired in the Lame formal manner in which 
ſhe had approached. We will purſue her, for the ſake of 
= the > ror during the reſt of * evening. She went 
4 > ; R 3 from 
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mom Amsel &rectiy to Srox, where: Athene bes 


hours in a croud of company, talked again and again 
over the diverſious and news of the town, played two 
rubbers at whiſt, and then retired to her own apart - 
ment, where; havi eee 
herſelf, — owed" £91 

Booth and his wife, the moment their companion 
was gone, ſat down to ſupper on à piece of cold meat, 
the remains of their dinner. After which, over a pint 
of wine, they entertained therafebves for a while with 
the rĩdiculous behaviour of their viſitanr. But Amelia 
declaring ſhe rather fa her as the object of pity than 
anger, turned the difcourſe to pleaſanter topics The 
little actions of their children, the former fcents, and 

future proſpects of their life, furniſhed them with many 
pleaſant ideas, and the contemplation of Amelia's res 


of dovery threw Booth into raptures. ee e 


retired, happy i in each other. 
It is poſſible ſome readers bone Jefs fi 

at hin tee 00 Mix Nes, 3 
ſelf, fince they may have perhaps received fo favourable 
an impreſũon of that lady from the account given of 
her by Mr Booth, that her preſent demeanout 
ſeem unnatural and inconſiſtent wich her former : 
racer, But they will be pleaſed to conſider the great 
alteration in her circomftances, from a ſtate of depen» 
dency on a brother, who was timfeltf no better than a 


26 foldier of fortane, to that of being wife to a man of a 


f very large eſtate, and conſiderable rank in life. nd 
what was her Preſent behaviour more than that of a 


| fine lady, who: -confidered” form and ſhow as eſſential 


ingredients of buman happineſs, and imagined all 


55 1 —. to conſiſt in ceremony, courteſies, meſſages, 


ne viſßits? In which” opinion ſhe had the honour to 
nk with mack the larger 1 4e 
nl e other. t . 


ee e en n v.,. 0 . 
. — a very extraordinary and pleaſam incident, 


HE next evening Booth and Amelia went t * 


Walk in the Park with their children They 
eee of the bt. and Booth was 
| : deſcribing 


5 3 " * * 92 a . N ; * 
* 1 - 2 he 1 0 9 
hs - + 7 , bs k ” 
Chap A M E L IX 1 
+» « 5; * 4 E49 ? 1 
* 


deſcribing ts his wife the ſeveral boildiogs round. ies ß 
hen on a. ſudden, Amelia miſſing her little boy; cried 
our, * Where's little Billy? upon which 


| 


, calt- 
iag his eyes over the-graſs, ſaw's — baking 


the boy at a line diſtance. At this fight, without 
making any anſwer” to his wife, he leaped over the 
rails; and running directly op to the fellow, who had 
x firelock with a bayonet fixed in his hand, he ſeized 
him by the collar, and tripped wp his heels, and at the 
fame time wre ſted his arms from him. A ſerjeant upon 
duty ſeeing the affray at ſome diſtance, ran prefently 
up, and being told what had happened, gave the cer» 
tine] a hearty curſe, and told him he deſerved tobe 
hanged. A by ſtander chis information; for 
Booth was returned with his lietle boy to meet Amelia 
who ſtaggered towards bim as faſt as ſhe could, all 
pale and breathleſs, and ſcarce able to ſupport her tot“. 
tering limbs. The ſerjeant now came up to Booth, to 
make an apology for the behaviour of the ſoldier, when 
of a — tir ris as pale as Amelia her- 
ſelf. He ſtood filent whilſt Booth was employed ia 
eomforting and recovering his wife; and then addreſ- 
himſelf to him, faid; * Bleſs me!] Lieutenant, 

could I imagme it had been your Honour; and was | 

© jt my little maſter that the raſcal uſed ſo? I akne 

I did not know it; for 1 fhould certainly run 

* my halbert into him.— | 

Booth preſently recognized his old faithfal Robins 

Atkinſon, and him a hearty greeting; ſayin 

he was very ghad to fee him in bis preſence A 
Whatever I am,” anſwered the ſerjeant, „1 ſhalt af 
« ways think I owe it to'your honour,” Then taking 
the little boy by the hand, he cried, © What avaſt fing 

* young gentleman maiter is and curfing the 
ſoldier's inhumanity, ſwore er he would make 

bim fx for ic. A 

As Amelia was muck diſordered with her fright, 

ſhe did hot recollect her folter-brother, till} he was 
introduced to her by Booth; but ſhe no ſooner knew 
him, than ſhe beſtowed 2 moſt obliging ſmile on him; 
and calling him by the name of honeft Joe, ſaid the 
vas heartily glad to fee him in E — See, 
. eb — what preferment your ous ' 
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[2 ATR GL Te Lou would ſcarce know him, 1 


5 believe, in bis preſent ſtate of finery.” - am ver 
well pleaſed to ſee it, anſwered Amelia, and I wi 


him joy of being made an-officer, with all my heart.) 


In fat, from what Mr Booth ſaid, joined to the ſer- 
eant's laced eoat, ſhe believed that he had obtained a 
commiſſion. . So weak and abſurd is human vanity, 
that this miſtake of Amelia's poſſibly put poor Atkin- 
ſoo out of countenance; for he looked at this inſtant 
more ſilly than he had ever done in his life; and ma: 
king her a moſt reſpectful bow, muttered ſomething 
about obligations, in a ſcarce antes era 
Manner. 
The ſerjeant had, indeed, among many. other. qua - 
lities, that modelty. which a Latin author henours by 
the name of ingenueus: Nature had given him this, 
notwithſtanding the meanneſs of his birth; and ſix 
years converſation. in the army had not taken it aways. 
To ſay the truth, he was a — fellow; and Amelia, 
by ſuppoling he had a commiſſion in the guards, had 
been guilty of no affront to that hanourable body. + 
Booth had a real affection for 2322 thoughts in 
fad he knew not half his merit. acquain 
2 his lodgings, where he earneſtly deſired! 1 5 


; Amelia, who was far fo being recovered froth 4 
terrors into which the ſeeing her huſband engaged 
with the ſoldier had thrown her, deſired to go home; 
nor was ſhe well able to walk without ſome afliſtance. 
While ſþe ſupported. herſelf, therefore, on her huſ- 
band's arm, the told Atkinſon, ſhe ſhould be obliged | 
to him, if be would take care of the children. = 
: readily accepted the office; but, upon offerin 
hand to Miſs, ſhe reſuſed, and burſt into tears. > pon 
hich the tender mother reſigned Booth to bis chil- 
| dren, and put herſelf under the ſerjeant's protection; 
who conducted her ſafe home, though ſhe often de- 
clared ſhe feared ſhe ſhould drop — by the way. 
The fear of which ſo affected the ſerjeant, (for beſides 
the honour which he himſelf had for the lady, he 
knew how tenderly his friend loved her) that he was 
unable to ſpeak; and had not bis nerves been ſo 
ſtrongly braced that nothing could ſhake n 
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Chap. A MEE A ug 
dad envagh in his mind to have fer him a trembling 


| equally with. the lady. 

Wen they avrived ar the lodgings, the- miſtreſs of 
the houſe opened the door, who'feeing Ameſiu's con- 
dition, threw open the parlour, and begged her te 
walk in; upon which ſhe immediately flung herſelf 
mto 4 chair”; as all preſent thought ſhe would have 
fainted awa) ſne eſcapod that miſery, and 
having drank a glaſs of water wich à little white wine 

n, in a little time, to regain her 


mixed in it, ſue 
completion; and at length: aſſured Booth that he was 
raue, recovered; bur deelared:ſhe had never under 
— ſo much, and earneſtiy begged” him never to be 
raſh for che future. Sue rhex ended her Netie boy, 
and gently chid him; ſaying,” Von mult never do ſe 
eee Salty; you ſee what miſchief you might have 
upon your father; and what you have made 
— 2 La! Mamma, faid the child; © what 
„harm did I do? I did not know PP 
not walk in the green fields in London. I am 
© if I did a fault, the man puniſhed me enough for it; 
for he pinehed me almoſt through my ſtender arm 
He chen bared his little arm, which was greatly: diſs. 
coloured by the injury it had reevive&—Bootly utter. 
ed a moſt dreadful execration at this fight; 15 the 
8 — who- was now preſent, did the lie. 
Atkinſon now. returned to his guard, — 
reAly'99 the offocs to acquaint him with the ſoldier's 
— wag bat he who was aboat” fifteen- years of 
carſe, and faid, the fol- 
—— for thar idle bey ought to 
be corrected. Fhis however did not ſatisfy poor At- 
kinſon, whe the next day, as foon as the guard wa 
relieved; beat the fellow moſt unmercifally, and told 
— „eee bim as rn 
Thus — ab wing adventove, nnn 
dons wilt, pertaps, be pleaſed wit ſeeing related at 
full length. None, I think, can fail drawing 
obſervation from it; namely, how capable the moſt 
inſignificant accident is of diſturbing human happi- 
ben e e eee eee . 
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of her ſtay to ſupper. She readily complied; and 
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ful events. A reflection which ſerve to. | 
moral and religious uſes. — —. 
This accident produced the fieſ e 

Tween the miſtreſs of the houſe. and her lodgers; for 
hitherto, they had ſcarce exchanged a, word together, 
But the great concern which the good woman had 
ſhbewn on Amelia's account at this time, was not like- - 
ly-to paſs. nnobſerved or unthanked either by the huſ - 
band or wife. Amelia therefore, as ſoon as ſhe was 
able to go up ſtairs, invited Mrs Elliſon (for that was 
her name) to her apartment, and de the favour 


they paſſed a very agreeable evening together; in 
which the two women ſeemed to have conceived a * 
extraordinary liking to each other. 

Though beauty in general doth not greatly recom · 
mend one woman to another, as it is too apt to create 


envy; yet, in caſes where this paſſion does not inter- 
fere, a fine woman is often a pleaſing object even to 


ſome of her own Ex; eſpecially when her. beauty. is 
attended with a certain air of affability, as was that 


of Amelia in the higheſt degree. She was, indeed, a 


moſt charmiag woman; and 1 know not whether the 
little ſcar on —— GAs HInge add to, than * 
miniſh her beauty. 

Mrs Elliſon therefore was as much. ee with 
we lovelineſs of her fair lodger, as with all her other 


engaging qualities. She wag, indeed, ſo taken with 


Amelia's beauty, that ſhe could not refrain from cry: 


ing out in a kind of tranſport and admiration,.* Upon 


my word, Captain Booth, vou are the happieſt man 
in the world. Your lady is ſo extremely handſome; 


| . that one cannot Jook at her without pleaſure. 


bh This good woman herſelf had none of theſe attrac- 
tire charms to the eye. Her perſon was ſhort, and 
immoderately fat; her features were none of the 


regular; and her complexion (if indeed ſue ever had 


a good one) had conſiderably ſuffered by time. | 


Her good humour and complaiſance, however, were 


a highly pleaſing to Amelia. Nay, why ſhould we con- 
—  ceal the ſecret ſatisfaction which that lady had felt from 
er e ice ſock . 
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We. 22 various. matters. Fl 

A FORTNIGHT had now paſſed, . Booth 
had ſeen or heard from the Colonel; which 
did not a hetle ſurpriſe him, as they had parted ſo 
good friends, and as he had ſo Cordlally undertaken 
is cauſe A he bow raped rl on winch all his 
hopes depended. 

The-unevfinefs which this gave hi, Ather en- 
ereaſed on finding that his friend refuſed to ſee him : 
for he had paid the Colonel a viſit at nine in the 
morning, and was told he was not ſtirring ;*and at 4 
his return back an hour afterwards, the ſervant ſaid ; 
his maſter was gone out; of which Booth was certain 
of the falſehood : for he bad, during the whole hour, 
walked backwards and forwards within fight of the 
Colonel's door, and muſt have ſeen 3 if he had 
youe out within that time. 

The good Colonel however did not ly ſoffer 100 
friend to continue in the deplorable ſtate of anxiety 
for the very next morning Booth received his męmo- I 
rial ineloſed in a letter, acquainting him that Mr | 
James had mentioned his affair to the perſon he pro- 
poſed 3 but that the great man had ſo many engage- 
ments on his hands, that it Was impoſſible for him to 
make any further promiſes at this time. 

The cold and diſtant ſtile of this letter, 4nd indeed 
the whole behaviour of James, ſo different from what 
it had been formerly, had ſomething ſo myſterious in 
it, that it greatly puazled and — poor Bootnj; 
and it was fo long before he was able to ſolve it, that 
the reader's eurioſity will, perhaps, be obliged to us 
for not leaving him ſo long in the dark as to that mat- , 
The true reaſon then of the Colonel's conduct 
was this: his unbounded generoſity, together with 
the unbounded extravagance, and conſequently the 
great neceſſity of Miſs Matthews, had at length over- 
come the cruelty of that lady; with whom he likewiſe 
ay S yd no — Above * the deſire of being 
| x 3 
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— on Booth, with mhom (he was 401the bighbeſt 
: degree enraged, had perhaps contributed. not a little 
tio his ſucce - for ſhe-had no ſooner condeſcended to 

a familiarity ith her new lover, and diſcovered that 
Captain James, of whom ſhe had heard ſo much from 
Booth, was no other than the identical Colonel, than 

ſhe-employed every art of which ſhe was miſtreſs, to 
make an utter breach of friendſhip between theſe two. 
For this purpoſe ſhe did not ſeruple to inſinuate, that 
. the Colonel, was mot at all obliged to the character 
given of him by his friend; and to che account of 
this latter ſhe placed moſt of the nn bad ; 
ſhewn.to the former. 

Had the Colonel made A proper uſe of his Pane oa 
and fairly examined the probability of the fact. be 
could ſcarce have been impoſed upon to believe a 
- matter ſo inconſiſtent with all he knew of Booth, and 
in which chat gentleman muſt have ſinned againſt all 
che laws of honour without an; viſible temptation, 
But, in ſolemn fact, the Colonel was ſo intoxicated 
with his love, that it was in the power of his miſtreſs 
to have perſuaded him of any thing; beſides, he had 
an intereſt in giving her credit; For was n ee 
pleaſed with finding a reaſon for hating | 
whom he could not help hating without a -reaſon, at 
leaſt, without any Which he durſt fairly aſſign, even 
to hiraſelf. Henceforth therefore he abandoned all 
friendſhip for Booth, and was more inclined to put 
bim out of the world, ngen 
at ſupporting him in it. 

Booth communicated this aeg 1 * — 4 he 
2 as uſual, to the utmoſt af her power, to 
donſole bim under one of the greateſt afflictions, which, 
I think, ean befal a man, namely, the unkindneſs of 
a friend ; but he had luckily at the ſame time the 


FEE pr bleſſing in his poſſeſſion, the kindneſs of a 
i 


ithful and beloved wife. A bleſſing however, which, 
mhough it compenſates moſt of 8 of life, ra- 
tber ſerves to aggravate. the misfortune of diſtreſſed 


circumſtances, fromthe conſideration of the ſhare which | 
{he-is to bear in them. 


[This afternoon Amelia-received a ſecond. viſit Fs bY 
| Mics _—_ e that. a e ; 
+, | . lent) 


#., 


a "MO" 4 * 9 —— 9 ks # " l N , * * R ä 1 2 , 7 * 9 

* < * * * el N 8 w - * * * * 
* 7 8 TL bh y 5 = . \ 2 ” ” T7 1 

> > 4 2 a; * = 7 
N * = i | 


Chap 8. AMELFA as 


ſent of a ticket Gebe eee ee rand - Carry 
two . . thrare LOI „ 
che favour of her company thither. -Y 
Amelia with many thanks acknowledged the civi- + 4 
lity of Mrs Elliſon; but declined accepting her offer: 
upon which, Booth very ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on her | 
going, and ſaid to her, My dear, if you knew the 
+ ſatisfaction I have in any of your pleaſures, I am — 4 
convinced you would not refuſe the favoutr Mrs El- 
liſon is ſo kind to offer — 14 | 
of muſic, you, who have never been at an oratorio, 

* cannot conceive how you will be delighted.“ I well 

* know your goodneſs my dear, aniwered Amelia, 
* but I cannot think of leaving my children without | 
© ſome perſon more proper to take care of them than 
* this poor girl.” Mrs Elliſon removed this objec» I 
tion, by offering her own ſervant, a very diſereet ma. 
tron, to attend them; but notwithſtanding this, and | 
all ſhe could fay, with the afliſtance of Booth, and of 
the children themſelves, Amelia ſtill perſiſted in her 1 

refuſal; and the miſtreſs of the houſe, who knew how 3 
far good breeding allows perſons to. be. ng on A 
theſe occaſions, took ber leave. | 3 ; 
0 She was no ſooner departed, than A looking | - 
tenderly on her huſband, ſaid, How can you my - A 
| 


dear creature, think that muſic hath any charm for SE: 
meat this time? Or indeed do you believe that I am | 
capable of any ſenſation worthy. the name of plea- 24 
* ſure, when neither you nor my children.are preſent, me 
or bear any part of it?? 
An officer of the regiment to which Booth had Wes 
werly belonged, hearing from Atkinſon where he 
| lodged, now came to pay him a viſit, He told him 
| the ſeveral of their old acquaintance were to meet the 
next Wedneſday-at a tavern, and very ſtrongly preſſed L 
him to be one of the company. Booth was, in truth, 
what is called a hearty fellow, and loved now and then 
to take a chearful glaſs with his friends; but be ex- 
euſed HWimſelf at this time. His friend declared he 
would take no denial, and he growing very importu- 
nate, Amelia at length ſeconded him. Upon this 
Booth anſwered, Well, my dear, ſince you deſire 
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| 5966 the fime time $o-che oratorio.7 Amelia thought 
"his requelt reaſonable enough, and gave her conſent; 
of which Mrs Elliſon: preſently received n. ms | 
with great ſatisfaQion. 25 50h 
It may, perhaps, be aſked why Booth could: 
tie tavern, and not to the oratorio with his wife. in - 
truth then, the tavern was within hallowed” ground, 
that is to ſay, in the verge of the court: ſor dof five 
officers that were to meet there, three, beſides Booth, 
were confined to that air, which hath been always 
Found extremely wholeſome to a broken military con- 
Aitution. And * if ae ee reader will pardon 
the pun, he will ſcarce be offended at the obſervation; 
ſince, how is it poſſible that, without running in debt, 
any perſon ſhould maintain the dreſs and appearance 
of a gentleman, whoſe income is not half ſo good as 
that of a porter? itis true, that this allowance, ſmall 
as it is, is a great expence to the public ; but if ſe- 
veral more unneceſſary charges were ſpared, the public 
might, perhaps, bear a little. increaſe of this, without 
much feeling it. They would not; I am fure, have | 
equal reaſon to complain at contributing to the main- 
tenance of a ſet of brave fellows, who, at the hazard 
of their health, their limbs, and their lives, have 
maintained the ſafety and honour of their country; 
as when they find themſelves taxed to the ſupport of 
a ſer of drones, who have not the leaſt merit or claim 
to their favour; and who, without contributing in 
any manner to the of the hive, live Wr 
on * ee, nk induſtrious bee. 
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4 1 which Amel „ 1, with her friend. goes to the ga 


OTHING happened between the Monday and 
. the Wedneſday worthy a place in this hiſtory, 
| Upon the evening of the latter, the two ladies went to 
the oratorio, and were there time enough to get a firſt 
row in the gallery. Indeed there was only one per- 
ſon in the houſe when they came: for Amelia's ineli- 
nations. when ſhe gave a looſe to them, were pretty 

*eager for this diverſion, the being a great lover of 
is wußie, and en of Mr * e 


2 
* EW 
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Mrs Elliſon was, I 2 a great lover like wiſe of 
muſic, for ſhe. was the more impatient of the two; 
which was rather the more extraordinary, as theſe en- 
tertainments E acucdſes. pn Þn.2þ they 
were to poor. Amelia. 

Though our ladies arrived fall two hours before 
they ſaw the back of Mr Handel; yet this time of 
expectation did not hang extremely. heavy on their 

hands; for beſides their own chat, they had the com- 
pany of a gentleman, whom they found at their faclk 
arrival in the gallery; and who, though plainly, or 
rather roughly dreſſed, very luckily for the women 
happened to be not only well-bred, but a perſon of very 
lively converfatiqn. The gentleman on his part ſeemed. 
highly charmed with Amelia, and in fact was ſoz 
for, though he reſtrained himſelf entirely within the 
rules of good- breeding, yet was he in the bigheſt de- 
2 officious to catch at every opportunity — 
his reſpect, and doing her httle ſervices. 3 

eured her a book and wax - candle, and held the candle 
for her himſelf during the whole entertainment. 
At che end of the oratorio, he declared he would 
not leave the ladies till he had ſeen them ſafe into their 
chairs or coach; and at the ſame time very earneſtiy 
entreated that de might bave the honour of, waiting 
on them. Upon which Mrs Elliſon, who was g verx 
good-humoured woman, anſwered, * Ay, ſure, Sir, if 
vou pleaſe; you have been very obliging to us; nd 
* a diſh of tea ſhall be at your ſerviee A en 
and then told him where ſhe lived. _ - 

The ladies were no ſooner ſeated is their "S: _ <0 
conch, than Mrs Eliſon burſt into a loud laughter, 
and cried, * I'll be hanged, Madam, if you have not 
* made a conqueſt to-night; and what is very plea- 
* ſant, I believe the poor gentleman takes you for a 
* ſingle lady. * Nay,” anſwered Amelia very graves ” 
Iy,-< I proteſt I began to think at laſt he was rather 
too particular, though he did not venture at a word 
that I could be offended at; but if you fancy any 
£ ſuch thing, I am ſorry you Invited him to drink tea: 
* Why ſo?” replied Mrs Elliſen, Are yen angry 
with a man for liking yon? if you are, you will be 
L * angry with. almoſt. 3 Itls 

© was 


— 
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© was a man myſelf, I declare I ſhould be in the num- 
ber of your admirers. Poor gentleman i I pity. him 
* heartily; he little knows that you have not a heart 
© to diſpoſe of. For my own part, } ſhould not be 
* ſurpriſed at ſeeing a ſerious propoſal of marriage z 
for I am convinced he is a man of fortune, not on- 
ly by the politeneſs of his addreſs, but by the fine- 
_ © nefs of bis linen, and that valuable diamond · ring on 
his finger. But you will ſee more of him when he 
© comes to tea. Indeed | ſhall not, anſwered Ame - 
lia, though I believe you only rally me; I hope yen 
have a better opinion of me, than to think I would 
«go willingly into the company of a man who had 
an improper liking for me.” Mrs Elliſon, who was. 
one of the gayeſt women in the world, repeated the 
words, improper liking, with a laugh; and cried, _ 
* My dear Mrs Booth, believe me, you are too hand - 
ſome und too good -humoured for a prude. How 
can you affect being offended at what I am convinced 
© is the greateſt — of womankind, and chiefly E 
© believe of us virtuous women? for, I affure you, not 
« withſtanding my gaiety, I am as virtuous as any 
. © prude in Europe.“ Far be it from me, Madam, 
faid Amelia, · to ſuſpect the contrary of abundance aß 
vomen, who indulge ihemſelses in much greater 
* freedoms than I ſhould take, or have any pleaſure in 
taking: for I folemnly proteſt, if I know my own 
© heart, the liking of all men, but of one, is a mat- 
ter quite indifferent to me, or rather would be highly 
« diſagreeable.” Fi eo chr bg 
Ik bis diſcourſe brought them home, where Amelia 
finding her children afleep, and her huſband not re- 
| — invited her companion to partake of her home 
ly fare, and down they ſat to ſupper together. The 
clock ſtruck twelve; and no news being arrived of 
Booth, Mrs Elliſon began to expreſs ſome aſtoniſn- 
ment at his ſtay, whence ſhe launched into a general 
veſflection on huſbands, and ſoon paſt to ſome particular 
in vectives on her own. * Ah, wy dear Madam, fays 
the, © I know the preſent ſtate of your mind by what 
I have myſelf often felt formerly. I am no ſtranger - 
4 to the melancholy tone of a midnight clock. It was 
my misfortune to drag on a heavy chain above fif | 
88 3 0 ten 
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Steen years, wich a ſottiſh yobe fellow. But how cars 
_ ©. Fwonder-at- my fate, ſince I ſee even your ſuperion 
* charms cannot confine a huſband from the bewitch- 
ing pleaſures of à bottle? Indeed, Madam, ſays 

Amelia, I have no reaſon to complain, Mr Booth is 
one of the ſobereſt of men; but now and then to 

« ſpend a late hour with his friend, is, I think, highly 
© excuſable.. . O, no doubt, cries Mrs Elliſon, if. 
he can excuſe himſelf; but if 1 was a man —.“ Here 
Booth came in and interrupted the diſcourſe. Amelia's 


eyes flaſhed with joy the moment he appeared; and be 


diſcovered. no leis pleaſure in ſeeing Ker. His ſpirits 
were indeed à little elevated with-wine, ſo as to heigh- 
ten his good humour, without in the leaſt diſordering 


his underſtanding. and made him ſuch delighiful com- 


pany, that though it was paſt one. in the morning, 
neither his wife, nor — — Nee wel 

beds during a whole hour. * 
Early the next morning the 98 ee 
Booth's lodgings, and with. a melancholy countenancs 
acquainted- hi 294 

an ale-houſe, where he heard one Mr Murphy an at- 
torney declare, that he would get a warrant backed 
againſt one Captain Booth at the next board of green- 
8 © I hope, Sir,” ſaid he, your honour| will 

« pardon me; but by what he ſaid, 1 was afraid he 
© meant your honour; and therefore F thought it my 
* duty to tell. you; for 1 knew the fame thing ——_— 
to a gentleman here the other day— 

Booth gave Mr Atkinſon. many thanks for 1551 is 
formation. doubt not, ſaid” he, but I am the 
_ © perſon meant; for it would be fooliſh- in me to deny 
* that I am liable to apprebenſions of that ſort.” * p14 

© hope, Sir, ſaid the ſerjeant, your honour will ſoom 
have reaſon to fear no man living; but in the mean 
time, if any accident ſhould happen, my bail is at 
« your ſervice as far as it will go; and I am a houſe- 
* keeper,. and can ſwear myſelf worth one. hundred 


pound.“ Which hearty and friendly declaration re- 


ceived: all thoſe- acknowledgments from Booth which 
it really deſerved. 


The: pode Dake wh 
, _ ut he was altogether as much ſurprined ay 
x5 $3 | Merphy',, 


— 
* 
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Morphy's being the attorney employed againſt him, as | 
all his debts, except only to Captain james, aroſe in 
the country, where he did not know that Mr Murphy 
had any acquaintance. However, he made no doubt 
that he was the perſon intended, and reſolved to re 
main a eloſe priſoner in his own lodgings; till be ſaw 
| the event of a propoſal which had been made him the 
evening before at the tavern, where an Honeſt geatle- 
man, who had a poſt under the government, and who 
| was one of the company, had promiſed to ſerve him 
with the ſecretary at war, —4 him, chat be made 
no doubt of procuring him whole pay in a regiment 
abroad, which in bis preſent circumſtances was very 


- highly worth his acceptance; when indeed that,” and 5 


a goal, ſeemed to be the —— 
| themſelves to his choice. 
Mr Booth and his lady ſpent chat ene 
Mrs Elliſon. An incident which we ſhould ſcarce 
have mentioned, had ic not been that Amelia gave, 
on this occaſion, an inſtance of that prudence which 
© ſhould never be off its guard in married women of de- 
- licaey: for before ſhe would conſent to drink —_ 
Mrs Elliſon, ſhe made conditions, that the gent] 
ho had met chem at the oratorio ſhould not let 
in. Indeed this eireumſpection proved unneceſſary in 
the preſent inſtance; for no ſuch viſitor ever came; a 
eireumſtance which gave great content to Amelia: for 
that lady had been a little uneaſy at the raillery of 
Mrs Elliſon, and had upon reflection magnified every 
little compliment made her, and every little civility 
ſhown her by the unknown gentleman, far beyond the 
truth. Theſe imaginations now all ſubſided again; 
and ſhe imputed all that Mrs Elliſon had id, "_ 
to raillery or miſtake. 5 * 

A young lady made a fourth with them at bit 
and like wiſe ſtayed the whole evening. Her name 
was Bennet She was about the age of five and twen- 
ty; but ſickneſs had given her an older look, and had 


a good deal diminiſhed her beauty; of which, young 14 


us the was, ſhe plainly appeared to have only the re- 
mains in her preſent poſſeſſion. She was in one par-! | 
ticular the very reverſe of Mrs Ellifon, being alto- 
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Chap. 9. AM E LI _» 
This gravity was not however attended with any ſaur- 
neſs of temper; on the contrary, ſhe had much-fweets 
peſs in her countenance, and was perfectly well-bred:. 
In ſhort, Amelia imputed her grave deportment to her 
ill health, and began to entertain a compaſſion foe 
her, which in good minds, that is to ſay, in minds ca- 
| — —  — — 
degree of love or frĩiendſhip. 

Amelia was in ſhort — pleaſed with the e 
tion of this lady, that — woman of no impers - 
tinent curioſity, ſhe could not help taking the firſt op- 
portunity of enquiring who ſhe was. Mrs Elliſon 
ſaid, that ſhe was an unhappy lady, who. had married 
a young clergyman for love, os dying of a cons 
ſumption,” had left her a widow in very indifferent 
circumſtances. This account made Amelia ſtill piry 
her more, and conſequently added to the liking which 
ſhe had already conceived for her. Amelia therefore 
defired Mrs Elliſon to bring her 5 with 
Mrs Benuet, and faid ſhe would go any day with 
her to make that lady a vit. There need be no 
ceremony, cried Mrs Elliſon, ſhe is a woman 
of no form: and as I ſaw plainly ſhe was extremely 


pleaſed with Mrs Booth, I am convinced I can EEO 
. bring her to drink tea with you any afternoon you 


« pleaſe,” 


The two next days Booth continued at ke 
highly to the ſatisfaction of his Amelia, who really 


knew no happineſs out of bis company, nor icarce 


any miſery in it. She had, indeed, at all times fo 
much of his company when in his power, that ſhe 
bad no occaſion to align any particular reaſon for his 
ſaying with her, and conſequently it could give her 
no cauſe of ſuſpicion. The Saturday one of her chil» 
dren was a little diſordered with a feveriſh complaint, 
which confined her to her room, and prevented- her - 
drinking tea in the afternoon with her huſband in. 
Mrs Elliſon's apartment, where a noble lord, a couſin 
of Mrs Elliſon's, happened to be preſent: for though 
that lady was reduced in her circumſtances, and 

liged to let out part of her houſe in lodgings, ſhe was 


born of a good family; R 8 


lations, 


— 


2 a MELT A. nn. 
lite Eordſhip.was not hicaſelf in any office of ſtates 
but his fortune gave him authority with thoſe 
who were. Mrs Elliſon, therefore, very bluntly took 
an opportunity of recommending, Booth to: his con- 
| Gideration. She took the firſt hint from my Lord's 
| ealling that gentleman Captain. To which ſhe anſwer- 
ed, Ay, I wiſk. your Lordſtup would make him ſo, 


It would be but an ac; of juſtice, and 1 know it is 
in your power to do much greater things. She 


Ty then mentioned Booth's ſervices, and the wounds he 


had received at the ſiege, of which ſhe had beard a 
faithful. account of Amelia. Booth: bluſhed, and was 
as filent as a young virgin at the hearing her own 
praiſes. His Lordſhip anſwered, © Couſin Elliſon, you 
+ know you may command my intereſt; nay, I ſhalk 
“ have a pleaſure in ſerving one of Mr Booth's *cha- 
* rater; for my part, I think merit in all ca ies 
+ ought to be eneouraged; but I know the miniſtry. 
are greatly peſtered with ſolicitations at this time. 
However, Mr Booth may be atfure&1 will take the 
< firſt opportunity; and. in the mean time, I ſhall be 
glad of ſeeing him. any morning he pleaſes.” 2 
theſe declarations, Booth was not wanting in | 
- to the generous. peer, ay do he 
was in ſeeret gratitude to the lady, who had ben 
fo friendly and uncommon a zeal in bis favour. 
The reader, when he knows the character af: this. 
_ nodleman, may, perhaps, conclude that bis ſeeing. 
Booth alone was a lucky cireumſtance; for he was o 
paſſionate an admirer of women, that he could ſcarce 
have eſcaped the attraction of Amelia's- beauty. And 
- few men, as I have obſerved, have ſuch diſintereſted 
15 oſity as to ſerve a huſband the better, becauſe 
y are in love with his wife, unleſs ſhe williconde- 


ſcend to pay a price beyond the reach of a. virtuous. 
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browbich the reader avill meet with anold acquaintance 


OOTH's affairs. were putting on a better aſpeck * 

B r gin 
to-make uſe een. one yt 

3 freſh air. 22 
At nine the next morning he went to pay a viſit * 
his old friend Colonel James, reſolving, if poſſible, I 
to have a full explanation of that 1 which 5 
appeared to him ſo myſterious; but the Colonel was. 
as inacceſſible as the beſt defended fortreſs; and it 
was as impoſſible for Booth to paſs beyond his entry, as. 
the Spaniards. found it to take Gibraltar. He \recet. . 
ved the uſual anſwers: firſt, that the Colonel was nog 
ſtirring, and an hour after that he was gone out.. All 
that he got by aſking further queſtions was only to re:. 
ceive till ruder and — anſwers; by which, if he 
had been very ſagacious, he might. have hems ſatisfied. . 
how little worth his while it was to deſire to in: 
for the porter at a great man's door, is a kind of ther- 
mometer, 'by which you may. diſcover the warmth, 
or coldneſs of his maſter's friendſhip. Nay,.in the 
bigbeſt tation of all, as the great man himſelf hath. . 
his different kinds of ſalatation, from an hearty em» 
brace with à kiſs, and my dear Lord, or dear Sir 
Charles, down to, well — would you have x me 
do? ſo the porter, to ſome bows with reſpect, to others 
with a ſmile, to ſome he bows. more, to others leg 
low, to others not at all, Some he juſt lets 2 
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3 & ſhuts out. And in all this they ſo welt 
w—_— that es be a to think + liſts 
man.and porter compared their liſts 
5 like two actors concerned to Ae 
—.— parts in the ſame ſcene, had rehearſed thus | 
parts privately together, before They ventured to 2 
Form in publie. 
Though Booth did not, perhaps, ſee the whole 
matter in this juſt light, for that in reality it is; yet 
he was diſcerning enongh to conclude from the beha- 
viour of the ſervant, eſpecially when he conſidered 
that of the maſter likewiſe, that he had entirely loſt 
the friendſhip of James; and this conviction gave him 
- - concern, that only the flattering proſpe& of- his 
Lordſhip's favour was not able to compenſate, but 


Which even obliterated; and made him for a while © | 


forgot, the ſituation in which he bad left his Ame- 
; and he wandered about, almoſt two hours, ſcarce 


£25 == he went; till at laſt he dropped into 
a coſfee uſe near St. James's, ke ver- ſat himſelf 


47 Te bod ee drank tis blk of. eaſer, before th 
beard a young officer of the guards yrs prod 
Od, ee Jack here d. comes, Ker 
nour and dignity, faith.” Upon which, be ſaw a 
air open, and out iſſued a moſt erec and ſtately 
figure indeed, with a vaſt perriwig on his head, and - 
@ vaſt bat under his arm. This auguſt perſonage, 
entered the room, walked direQly up to the 

„Where having paid his reſpects to all pre- 
fent of any note, to each according to ſeniority, he at 
hft caſt his eyes on Booth, and very civilly, t 


- ſomewhat coldly, aſked him how he did. 


Booth, who had long recogniſes the features of bis 
old acquaintance Major Bath, returned the compli - 
ment with a low bow ; but did not venture to 
make the firſt advance to familiarity; as be was try] | 
tlefſed of that quality which the Greeks con | 
-the . bt of 22 and which we een 
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two or three articles of news, and made his comments 
upon them, when the next chair to him becanie: va» 
cant, called/upon Booth to fill it. He then aſked him 
ſeveral queſtions relating to his affairs; and, when he 
heard he was out of the army, adviſed him earneſtiy 
to uſe all means to get in again, lying, that he was 
a pretty lad, and they muſt not loſe him 
Booth told him in a whiſper,. that he had a great | 
deal to fay to him on that ſubject, if they were in a 
more private place : upon this the Colonel propoſed 
a walk in the Park, which the other readily accepted; 
* OG their walk, Booth opened his heart, and 
other matters acquainted Colonel Bath, that he 
Rs he had loſt the iriendivip of Colonel 2 
* though I am not, ſaid he, * conſcious of ving 
done the leaſt thing to deſerve it. 
Bath anſwered, + You- are certainly. miſtaken, Mr 
„Booth. I have indeed ſcarce ſeen my brother ſince 
© my coming to town; for I have been here but 
* two days; however, 1 am convinced he is a man of 
5 too nice honour to do any thing inconſiſtent wich 
the true dignity of a gentleman,” Booth anſwered, 
He was far from accuſing him of any thing diſho- 
nourable. D-—n me,” ſaid Bath, if there is a man 
alive can, or dare accuſe him: if you have the leaſt 
« reaſon to take any thing ill, why don't you'go to 
him? you are a gentleman, and his rank doth not 
protect him from giving you ſatisfaction.”  * The 
affair is not of any ſuch kind,' ſays Booth, 1 have 
great obligations to the Colonel, and have more 
reaſon to lament than complain; and if I could but - 
< ſee him; I am convinced i ſhould have no cauſe ſor 
either; but 1 cannot get within his houſe; it was 
8 but an hour ago, a ſervant of bis be TOY 
from the door. Did a ſervant of my brother 
* you rudely?. ſaid the Colonel with the atmoſt gra” 
vity, * 1 do not know, Sir, in what light you fee ſuch 
things; but to me the affrant of à ſervant. is the 
_ <affront of the maſter; and if be doth not imme», 
_ © diately puniſh it, by all the dignity of a many 1 
« 'would the maſter's noſe between my fingets*? 
Booth offered to explain, but to no purpnſe; the Co- 
„ his ſtilts; and W 
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8 nay, Jt wis at much un Booth cobld 
poſſibly do to part with him without an actual quarrel; 
nor would he, perhaps, have been able to have ac- 
Lompliſhed it, had not the Colonel by accident turned 
"at laſt to take Booth's ſide of the queſtion ; and be- 
Fore they Teparated, he ſwore many oaths that James 
ſhould give him proper ſatisfation.  * 
Such was the end of this preſent ende >fo little 
to the content of Booth, that he was heartily concern- 


ed he had ever mentioned a able of * m — 
re 


ts which Booth pays a « viſt to the noble Lord. 


HEN that day of the week returned, in which | 

Mr Booth choſe to walk abroad; he went to 

wait on the ieee his kind invita- 
Lon. | 

Booth now found a very different reception with 
this great man's porter, from what he bad met with 
at his friend the Colonel's. He no ſooner told bis 
name, than the porter with a bow told him his Lord- 

ſhip was at home; the door immediately flew wide 
open; and he was conducted to an antichamber, where 
n ſervant told him he would acquaint bis Lordſhip 
with his arrival. Nor did he wait many minutes be- 
fore the ſame ſervant returned, and uſhered him to 
His Lordſhip's apartment. 

He found my Lord alone; and was ck by dim | 
in the moſt courteous manner imaginable, After the 
firſt ceremonials were over, his Lord(hip began in the 
following words e Mr Booth, I do aſſure you, you 

are very much obliged to u Elliſon. She 
© hath given you ſuch a character, that I ſhall have 
* a pleaſure in doing any thing in my power to ſerve 
. hut it will be very difficult, I am afraid, 
to get you a rank at home. In the Weſt Indies, 
perhaps, or in ſome regiment abroad, it may be 
more eaſy; and when I conſider your reputation as 
a ſoldier, I make ho doubt of your readineſs. to go 
to any place where the ſervice of your country {hall 
0 call yon.“ Booth anſwered, that he was highly 
8 _ © obliged 
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obliged to his lordſhip, and aſſured him, he would 
« with great chearfulneſs attend his duty in any part 
of the world. The only thing grievous in the ex- 
change of countries, ſaid he, in my opinion, is to 
< leave thoſe I love behind me, and I am fare, I ſhall 
© never have a ſecond trial equal to my firſt. It was 
very hard, my lord, to leave a young wife. big with 


her firſt child, and ſo affected with my abſence, that 


] had the utmoſt reaſon to deſpair of ever ſeeing 
her more. After ſuch a demonſtration of my reſo- 
lution to ſacrifice every other donſideration to my 
duty, I hope your lordſhip” will konour me with . 
ſome confidence, that | ſhall make no objection to 
« ſerve in any country,” My dear Mr Booth, an- 
ſwered the lord, you ſpeak like a ſoldier, and 1 


* 


greatly honour your ſentiments. Indeed, I oon 


the juitice of your inference from the example you 
© have given: for, to quit a wife, as you ſay, in the 
very infancy of marriage, is, I acknowledge, ſome 
trial of reſolution.” ' Booth anſwered with a lo 
bow; and then, aſter ſome immaterial converſation, 
his lordſhip promiſed to ſpeak immediately to the 
miniſter, and appointed Mr Booth to come to him 
again on the Wedneſday morning, that he might be 
acquainted with, his patron's ſucceſs. The pr man 
now bluſhed and looked filly, till, after ſome ume, he 
ſummoned up all his courage to his aſſiſtaner, and 
relying on the other's friendſhip, ie opened the Whole 
affair of his circumſtances, and confeſſed that ha did 
not dare to ſtir from his lodgings above one day in 
ſeven. His lordſhip expreſſed great concern at this 
account, and very kindly promiſed to take {ome oppor- 


tunity of calling on him at bis coufin-Elliſon's}/when 


he hoped, he ſaid, to bring him comfortable tidings. 

Booth ſoon afterwards took his leave with the molt 
profuſe acknowledgments for ſo much goodneſs, and 
haſtened home to acquaint his Amelia with what had 
ſo greatly overjoyed him. She highly congratulated 
him on his having found ſo generous and powerful u 


friend, towards whom both their boſomis bifat with 
the warmeſt ſentiments of gratitude. be was not 


however contented, till ſhe made Booth renew his 
promiſe in the moſt ſolemn manner of taking ber with | 
R * =: FR 
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him. After which; they fat down with their little 
children to a ſerag of mutton and broth, wich the 
higheſtvfatisfattion, und very heartily drank his lord- 
Jug beak in a pot of porter. 

In the aſternoon this happy couple, if the reader 
will allow me to call poor people happy, drank tea 
with Mrs Elliſon, where his lordſhip's praifes being 
again repeated” by both the huſband and wife, were 
very loudly echoed by Mrs Ellifon. While Nr 
were here; the young lady, whom we have mentioned 
at the end of the laſt book to have made the fourth 
at whiſt, and with whom Amelia ſeemed ſo much 
Pleaſed, came in: ſhe was juſt returned to town from 
a ſhort viſit in the country, and her preſent viſit was 
unexpected. It was, however, very agreeable to Ame- 
ha, who Hiked ber ſtili better upon a ſecond inter- 
view, and was refolved to ſolicit her further . 
tance. 

Mrs Bennet ain maintained ſome little reſerve, 
but was much more ſamiliar and communicative than 
before. „ She appeared moreover to be as little cere - 
momious as Mrs Elliſon had reported her, and very 
_ readily! accepted! Amelia's apology for not paying her 
the firſt viſit, mange to drin etre 1 8 N c 

Next afarnoon. © ” 

Whüc the above- dentigndd company were ſitting 
in MrvE!lifon's parlour, Serjeant Atkinſon paſſed by 
the window, and Knocked at the door. Mrs Elliſon 


no ſdoner ſaw him, than ſhe ſaid, * Pray, Mr Booth, 


Who is thats genteel young ſerjeant ? he was here 
every day laſt week, to enquire after you.“ This 
was indeed: a fact; the ſerjeant was apprehenſive of 
the deſign of Morphy ; but as the poor fellow had 
received all his anſwers: from the maid or Mrs Elliſon, 
Both had” never heard a word of the matter! He 
was however greatly pleaſed with what he was now 
told, and burſt forth into great praiſes of the ſerjeant, 
which were ſeconded by Amelia, who added, that he 
was 'henpſoſter-brother, and, ſhe believed, one For the 


honeſeſFfellows in the world. 
And I ſwear, cries Mrs Elliſon, c 5 is one of * 
4 theprettielt — Do, Mr Booth, deſire him to walk 


in. A grjcant of the guards is a gen:leman ; 23 
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c had rather give ſuch a man as you deſcribes dir af KL 
tea, than any Beau Fribble of them all.“. 

Booth wanted no great ſolicitation to ſhewany kind CEL. 
of regard to Atkinſon; and-accordingly, the ſerjeant 
was uſhered. in, though nat without ſoine reluctance. 
on his fide. There is, perhaps, nothing more uneaſy 
than thoſe ſenſations which the French call the man- | 
vaiſe hante, nor any more difficult to conquer; 'and «+ 
poor Atkinſon would, I am perſuaded, have mounted 
a breach with leſs concern, than he thewed in walking 

acroſs a room before three ladies, two of wo were 
his avowed well-wilhers.. 

Though [ do not entirely agree with dhe late learn- 
ed Mr Eſſex, the celebrated dancing-maſter's opinion, 
that dancing is the rudiments of polite education, as 
he would, 1 apprehend, exclude every other art and 
| ſcience; yet it is certain, that perſons whoſe feet have 
never been under the hands of the profeſſors of that 
art, are apt to diſcover this want in their education in 

every motion, nay, even when they ſtand or ſit ſtill. 
They ſeem, indeed, to be overburthened with limbs, 
which they know not how to ule, as if, when Nature 
hath finiſhed her work, the dancing-maſter ſtill is ne- 
ceſſary to put it in motion. 

Atkinſon was at preſent an example of this obſer- 
vation, which doth ſo much honour to a profeſſion for 
which I have a very high regard. He was handſome, | 
and exquiſitely well made; and yet, as he had never 
learned to dauce, he made ſo aukward-an appearance 
in Mrs Elliſon's parlour, that the good lady herſelf, 
who had invited him in, could at ſcarce refrain 
from laughter at his behaviour. 

He had not, however, been long in the room; be- 

fore admiration of his perſon got the better of ſuch 

riſible ideas. So great is the advantage of beauty in 

men as well as women, and ſo ſure is this quality 

P either ſex of procuring ſome regard from the be- 
older. 4 

The exceeding courteous behaviour of Mrs Elliſons 
joined to that of Amelia and Booth, at length diſſi- 
pated the uneaſineſs of Atkinſon ; and he gained fuf- 
ficient confidence to tell the company ſome emertain- 


n of accidents that had kh in the army 
. 1 2 within 


o 
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within his knowledge: which, though they greatly 
Pleaſed all preſent, are not however of conſequence 
R have a place in this hiſtory. 
Mrs Elliſon was ſo very importunate with her com- 
pany to ſtay ſupper, that they all conſented. As for 
the ſerjeant, he ſeemed to be none of the leaſt welcome 
| 83 She was, indeed, ſo pleaſed with what ſhe 
heard of him, and what ſhe ſaw of him, that when 
a little warmed with wine, for ſhe was no flincher at 
the bottle, ſhe began to indulge ſome freedoms in her 
diſcourſe rr him, that a little offended Amelia's 
delicacy; nay, they did not ſeem to be highly reliſhed 
by the other lady. Though I am far from inſinuating 
that theſe exceeded the bounds of decorum, or were, 
tudeed, greater liberties. than ladies of the middle age, 
and eſpecially widows, do frequently allow to them- 
VO | 4 
: C H A P. II. 
Relating prixcipoll to the affairs of Serjeant Atkinſon. 


HE next day, when all "Y fame company. 

Atkinſon only excepted, afſembled in Amelia's 
apartment, Mrs Elliſon preſently began to Güilkourfe 
of him, and that in terms not only of r 
but even of affection. She called him her clever ſer- 
Jjeant, and her dear ſerjeant, repeated often that he 
was the prettieſt fellow in the army, and faid it 
was a thouſand pities he had not a commiſſion ; for 
that, if he had, ſhe was ſure he would become a 
general. 

* I am of your opinion, Madam, anferelt Booth ; 
and he hath got one hundred pounds of his own al- 
ready; if he could find a wife now to help him to 
two or three hundred more, I think he might eaſily 
get a commiſſion in a marching regiment; for I am 
convinced there is no colonel in the army would 
refuſe him.” 

* Refuſe him indeed!” ſaid Mrs Elliſon ; no. He 
would be a very pretty colonel that did. And upon 
my honour, I believe there are very few ladies who 
would refuſe him, if he had but a proper oppor- 
tunity of ä them. The colonel and the 


c  *- lady. 
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© lady both would be better off, than with one of 


c thoſe pretty maſters that I ſee walking about, and 
« dragging their long ſwords after them, when ny: 


__ © ſhould rather drag their leading-ſtrings.” 


« Well ſaid,” cries Booth, * — 2 a wo- 
© man of ſpirit Indeed, I believe they would be 
both better ſerved.* - | | 

« True, Captain, anſwered Mrs Elliſon, * I would | 
rather leave the two firſt ſyllables out of the word 
« gentleman, than the Jaſt.” 

* Nay, I afſare you,” replied Booth, */ there is not | 
© a quieter creature in the world. Though the fel» 
low hath the bravery of a lion, he hath the meek - 
* neſs of a lamb. I can tell you ſtories enow of that 
* kind, and ſo can my dear Amelia when he wars 
© bo : 

6 0 if the match ſticks there, cries a 6 1 : 
* poſitively will not ſpoil. his fortune by my ſilence. 
© I can anſwer for him from his infancy, that he was 


© one of the beſt- natured lads in the world. I will 


2 tell you a ſtory or two of him, the truth of which 
I can teſtify from my own knowledge. When be 
was but fix years old, he was at play with me at 
* my mother's houſe, and a great pointing dog bit 
him through the leg. The poor lad, in the midſt 
* of the anguith of his wound, declared he was over- 
« joyed it had not happened to Miſs, (for the ſame dog 

© had juſt before ſnapped at me, and my petticoais 
6 5 had been my ee, Another inſtance of his 
neſs which y recommended him to my 

* father, and 3 have loved him for ever ſince; 
* was this : my father was a great lover of birds, and 
ſtrictly forbad the ſpoiling of their neſts. Poor Joe: 
was one day caught-upon a tree, and being con- 
cluded guilty, was ſeverely laſhed for it; but it was 
afterwards diſcovered that another boy, a fiiend of 
4 72 s, had robbed the neſt of its young ones, and 
* poor Joe had climbed the tree in, order to reſtore 
them, notwithſtanding which, be ſubmitted to the 
* Punithment, rather than he would impeach his com- 

* panion. But, if theſe tories appear childiſh and 
* trifliny, the duty and kindneſs he hath ſhewn to 
" mother, mult recommend him to every one. 
T3 | 3 
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more than half ſupported her; and when my bro- 

ther died, I remember particularly, Joe, at his de- 

«fire, for be was much his favourite, had one of his 

cM ſoits given him; but, inſtead of his becoming finer 
on that occaſion, another young fellow came to - 

church in my brother's cloaths, and my old nurſe 

appeared the ſame Sunday in 2 new gown, which 

. * for her with the ſale of his 

2 acy. 

: Sch, 1 prot, be i «very ont enema? | 
aid Mrs Bennet. 

..* Heis a charming fellow,” cries Mrs Elliſon, 

but then the name of ſerjeant, Captain — 
c — as the play ſays, my ou brings me off | 

" again. 

And whatſoever the ſages charge on pride, 

| 57 angels fall, and twenty other yo faults be- 
* nude; 

On earth Im 0 fure—fomerhing—calling | 

Pride faves man, and our ſex too from falling.“ 


Here a footman's rap at the door ſhook the, room, 

| Upon which, Mrs Elliſon running to the 7. — 
cried out, Let me die if it is not my Lord; what ſhall 

II do? I muſt be at home to him: but ſuppoſe he 
.* ſhould enquire for you, Captain, what ſhall I ſay? 
or will you go down with me?” 

The company were in ſome confuſion at this in- 
ſtant, and before they had agreed on any thing, 
Booth's little girl came running into the room, and 


' - faid, © There was a prodigious great gentleman comin 


up ſtairs She was immediately followed by bs 
Lordſhip, who, as be knew Booth muſt be * home, 
made very little or no enquiry at the door. 
Amelia was taken ſomewhat at 2 ſurpriſe, but ſhe 
was too polite to ſhew much confuſion: for though 
the knew nothing of the town, ſhe had had a genteel 
education, and kept the beſt company the country | 
_ afforded. . The ceremonies therefore pail as 6 9114 
and they all ſat down. 
- His Lordſhip ſoon addreſſed himſelf to Booth, aging, 
8 b r — fares, 9 


All. 


* 


. „ „ L , 


s could not delay giving myſelf the pleaſure of com- 
* © municating it to you. I have mentioned your affair 
«£ where I promiſed you, and 1 have — mx 
fſucceſs. One may eaſily perceive, you know, from + 
the manner of people's behaving upon ſuch occa- 
« fions; and indeed, when I related your caſe, I 
0 found there was much inclination to ſerve you. Great 
men, Mr Booth, muſt do things in their own time ; 
but I think you as coun) on having ſomething 
done very ſoon.” 
- Booth made many acknowledgwents for his Lord- 
ſhip's goodneſs, and now a ſecond time paid all the 
thanks which would have been due, even had the fa- 
vour been obtained. This art of promiſing, is the 
exconomy of a great man's pride, a ſort of good huſ- 
bandry in cond favours, by which they receive 
ten-fold in acknowledgments for every = 
I mean among thoſe who really intend the ſervice; 
for there are others who cheat poor men-of their _ 
thanks, without ever deſigning to deſerve them -at * 


This matter being ſufficiently diſcuſſed, the conver- 
tation took a gayer turn; and my Lord began to en- 
tertain the ladies with ſome of that elegant diſcourſe, 
which, though moſt delightful to hear, it is impolble 
ſhould ever be read. 

His Lordſhip was ſo highly pleaſed with Amelia, 
that he could not help being ſomewhat particular to 
her; but this particularity diltingviſhed itſelf 3 in 

a higher degree of reſpec, and was ſo very polite, and 
ſo very diſtant, that ſhe herſelf was pleaſed, and at 
his departure, which was not till he had far exceeded. 
the length of a common viſit, declared he was the 
fineſt gentleman ſhe had ever ſeen, with which fen- 
carred. huſband and 1 Pr 
curred, _ 

- Mrs Bennet, on the contrney, ſome little 
diſlike to my Lord's complaiſance, which ſhe called 
exceſſive. For my own part, ſaid ſhe, * I have not 
* the leaſt reliſh for thoſe very fine gentlemen; what 
the world generally calls politeneſs, I term infince- 
* rity; and | am more charmed with the ſtories which 
* Mrs Booth told us of the honeſt ſerjeant, 3 

* 
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all that the fineſt gentleman in the world ever fd 
in their lives. 
D O-to be ſure,” cries Mrs Elliſon, a All for love, 
© © or iße world well loft, is a motto very proper for 
4 ſome folks to wear in their coats of arms; but the 
s generality- of the world will, I believe, agree with 
© that lady's opinion of my couſin, rather _ with 
© Mrs Bennet.” 
Mirs Bennet, ſeeing Mrs Elliſon took offence at what 
ſhe ſaid, thought proper to make ſome apology, which 
was very readily accepted, and fo ended the viſit. 
We cannot, however, put an end to the chapter 
without obſerving, .that ſuch is the ambitious tem 
of beauty, that it-may always apply to manmmen 
brated paſſage in Lucan, 
Nec quenquam jam ferre poteſt Ceſarve priorem, 
Pompeiufoe parem. 
Indeed, [ beliece, it may be laid down as a general 
rule, that no woman who hath any great pretenſions 
to admiration, is ever well pleaſed in a company, 
where ſhe perceives herſelf to fill only the ſecond place. 
This obſervation, however, 1 humbly ſubmit to the 
judgment of the ladies, and hope it will be conſid dered 
as 1 by ern if Dy ſhall diſſent from ap opi- 
nion. . 


A 3 
Containing matters that require no preface. 


HEN Booth and his wife were left alone to- 
gether, they both extremely exulted in their 
2 fortune, in having found ſo good a friend as his 
ordſhip; nor were they wanting in very warm ex- 
preſſions of their gratitude towards Mrs Ellifbn. f. 
ter which, they began to lay down ſchemes of living 
when Booth ſhould have his commiſſion of captain, 
and, after the eracteſt computation, concluded, that 
_ with-ceconomy, they ſhould be able to fave at leaſt, 
fifty pounds a-year out of their income, in order * 
Pay their debts. 
Theſe matters being well ſettled, Amelia aſked 
Booth what he thought of Mrs Bennet. I think, 
4 oP ur auſwered Booth, that the hath been on” 
— mer 
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* merly a very pretty woman.“ I am miſtaken,” 
replied ſhe, © if ſhe be not a very good creature, 1 
don't know I ever took ſuch a liking to any one 


© on ſo ſhort an acquaintance. I fancy ſhe hath _ - 


been a very ſpritely woman: for, if you obſerve, ſhe 
« diſcovers by ſtarts a great vivacity in her counte- 
* nance.” I made the ſame obſervation,” cries Booth: 
ſure ſome ſtrange misfortune hath befallen her.“ * A 
* misfortune indeed!” anſwered Amelia. Sure, child, 
you forgot what Mrs Elliſon told us, that ſhe had 
© loſt a beloved huſband. A misfortune which I have 
often wondered at any woman's ſurviving. —At 
which words, ſhe caſt a tender look at Booth, and 
preſently afterwards throwing herſelf upon his neck, 
cried— O Heavens! what a happy creature am 14 
* when I conſider the dangers you have gone through, 
© how I exult in my bliſs!' The good-natured reader 
will ſuppoſe that Booth was not deficient-in returning 
ſuch tenderneſs; after which, the converſation be- 
came too fond to be here related. 17 8 eu 
The next morning Mrs Elliſon addrefſed herſelf to 
Booth as follows: I ſhall make no apology, Sir, fer 
what Jam going to ſay, as it proceeds from my 
friendſhip to yourſelf and your dear lady. i am 
convinced then, Sir, there is ſomething more than 
accident in your going abroad only one day in the - 
week. Now, Sir, if, as I am afraid, matters are 
not altogether as well as I wiſh chem, I beg, ſince 
I do not believe you are provided with a lawyer, 
that yod will ſuffer me to recommend one to you. 
The perſon I ſhall mention, is, I aſſure you, of 
much ability in his profeſſion, and I have known 
him do great ſervices to gentlemen under a cloud. 
Do not be aſhamed of your circumſtances, my dear 
friend. They are a much greater ſcandal to thoſe, 
who have left ſo much merit unprovided for.” 
Booth gave Mrs Elliſon abundance of thanks for 
her kindneſs, and explicitly confefled to her that her 
conjectures were right, and without heſitation accept- 
ed the offer of her friend's aſſiſtance. 5 7 
Mrs Elliſon then acquainted him with her appre- 
henſions on this account. She ſaid ſhe had both yeſter- 
day and this morning ſeen two or three very ugly 
$72 ; ſuſpicious 
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e paſs ſeveral times by her window. 

Upon all accounts, ſaid ſhe, ©-my dear Sir, I ad- 
vile you to keep yourſelf cloſe confined till the law- 
yer has been with you. 1 am ſure will 
you your liberty, at leaſt of walking about within the 
verge There's ſomething to be done with the board 
© of green cloth, 1 don't know what; but this 1 
know, that ſeveral gentlemen have lived hete a long 
ume very comfortably, and have deficd all the ven- 

.* geance- of their creditors, Hewever, in the mean 

time, you muſt be a cloſe priſoner with your lady; 

* and I believe there is no man in England but wound | 

exchange bis liberty for the ſame goal.“ | 

She then departed, in order to ſend ee 
ney, and preſently afterwards, the ſerjeant arrived 
with news of the like kind. He ſaid he had ſcraped 
an acquaintance with Murphy: <1 hope your honour | 

» will pardon me,” cries Atkinſon, * but F pretended 

* to have a ſmall demand upon your honour myſelf, 

© and offered to employ bim in the buſineſs. Upon 

„which he told me, that if | would gn with him 

to the Marſhal's court, and make affidavit of my 
„ debt, he would be able very ſhortly to get it me; 

* for | thall have the Captain i in hold, cries he} with- 
in a day or two. I wiſh,” ſaid the ſerjeant, * | could 
do your honour any ſervice. Shall 1 walk about all 

day before the door? or ſhall I be porter and watch 

it in the inſide, till your honour can find ſome 

* means of ſecuring yourſelf? 1 hope you will not be 

* offended at me, but I beg you would fake care of 

« falling into Murphy's hands; for he hath the cha- 

© racer of the greateſt villain upon earth. I am afraid 

you will think me too bold, Sir; but I have a little 
money, if it can be of any ſervice, doy pray your 
* honour, command it. It can never do me foi much 
oo any other way. Conſider, Sir, I owe all I 
ave to yourſelf, and my dear miſtreſs.” 
Booth ſtood a moment, as if he had been thunder - 
Arvek, and then, the tears burſting* from his eyes, be 
ſaid, © Upon my foul; Atkinſon, you overcome "<0 
l ſcarce ever heard of ſo much goodneſs, nor do 1 
© know how to expreſs my ſentiments of it. But be 
* * your r, Lwill not accept it, and 
e et 
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let ĩt ſatisfy you, that in my preſent circumſtances 


ait would do me no effential ſervice ; but this be aſ- 


«. ſured of likewiſe, that whilſt I live, I ſhall never for- 
get the kindneſs of the offer. However, as I ap- 
prehend I may be in ſome danger of fellows getting 
into the houſe for a day or two, as I have no guard 


but a poor little girl, I will not refuſe the goodneſs 


« you offer to ſhow in my protection. And I make no 


doubt but Mrs Ellifon will let you fit in her parlour 
for that purpoſe.” - * 2 


Atkinſon with the utmoſt tenderneſs naderadal the 


office of porter; and Mrs Elliſon as readily allotted 


him a place in her back-parlour, where he continued 


three days together, from eight in the morning till 
twelve at night; during which time, he had ſometimes 


the company of Mrs Elliſon, and ſometimes of Booth, 
Amelia, and Mrs Bennet too; for this laſt had taken 
as great a fancy to Amelia, as Amelia had to her; 
and therefore as Mr Booth's affairs were now no ſecret 
in the neighbourhood, made her frequent viſits during 
the confinement of her huſband, and conſequenily of 
her own. + $445 e | 
Nothing, as I remember, happened in this inter- 
val of time, more worthy notice than the followin 
card, which Amelia received from her old acquaint- 
ance Mrs James. * Mrs James ſends her compli- 


ments to Mrs Booth, and defires to know how the 
does; for as ſhe hath not had the favour of ſecing 


© her at her own honſe, or of meeting her in any pu- 


* blic place, in ſo long time, fears it may be owing to 
ill heal! | 3 


Amelia had long given over all thoughts of ber | 


friend, and doubted not but that ſhe was as entirely 


given over by her; ſhe was very much ſurpriſed at this 


meſſage, and under ſome doubt whether it was not 


meant as an inſult, eſpecially from the mention of 
public places, which, ſhe thoaght fo inconſiſtent wich 


her preſent cireumſtances, of which ſhe ſhppoſed Mrs 
James was well appriſed. However, at the entreaty 


of her huſband, who languiſned for nothing more than 


to be again reconciled to his friend James, Amelia 
undertook to pay the lady a viſit, and to examine into 
| _ -_ the 
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abe of this condud,, which appeared to her ſo 
unaccoumable. _ 3 
Mrs James received her with a degree of civility 
: that amazed Amelia, no leſs than her coldneſs had 
done before. She reſolved to come to an eclairciſle. 
ment, and having ſat out ſome company that came in, 
when they were alone together, Amelia, after ſome 
* filence, and many offers to ſpeak, at laſt ſaid, « My 
dear Jenny, (if you will now ſuffer me to call you 
© by ſo familiar a name) have you entirely forgot a 
©. certain young lady who had the pleaſure of being 
your intimate acquaintance at Montpelier ?” 
© Whom do you mean, dear Madam?“ cries Mrs 
James, with great concern. I mean myſelf,”. an- 
_ ſwered Amelia You ſurpriſe me, Madam, replied 
Mrs james. How can you aſk me that queſtion ? 
© Nay, my dear, I do not intend to offend you, cries 
Amelia; but I am really deſirous to ſolve to myſelf 
© the reaſon of that coldneſs which you thewed me, 
© when you did me the favour of a viſit. . Can you 
think, my dear, I was not diſappointed, when 1 er- 
« pected to meet an intimate friend, to receive a cold 
formal viſitant? I defire you to examine your | own 
heart, and anſwer me honeſtly, if you do not think 
I had ſome little reaſon to be diffatisfied with your 
© behaviour? Indeed, Mrs Booth,“ anſwered the 
- Other lady, © you ſurpriſe me very much; if there was 


_ © © any thing diſpleaſing to you in my behaviour, I am 


extremely concerned at it. I did not know I had 

been defective in any of the rules of civility z but if I 
was, Madam, I aſk you pardon.” Is civility then, 
my dear,” replied Amelia, a ſynonymous term 
with friendſnip? could [ have expected when I parted 
the laſt time with Miſs Jenny Bath, to have met her 
the next time in the ſhape of a fine lady, complain- 
ing of the hardſhip gf climbing up two pair of ſtairs 

to viſit me, and then approaching me with the diſtant 
air of a new or a ſlight acquaintance? do you think, 
my dear Mrs James, if the tables had been turned, 
if my fortune had been as high in the world as yours, 
and you in my diſtreſs and ahject condition, that I 
would not have climbed as high as the monument 
to viſit you? Sure, * crics Mrs James, 
2 * bo. 1] mi- 
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© I miſtake you, or you have greatly miſtaken me. 
Can you complain of my not viſiting you, Who 
© have owed me a viſit almoſt theſe three weeks? Nay, 
did | not even then ſend you a card, which ſure 
was doing more than all the friendſhip and good 
breeding in the world required; but, indeed, as I 
had met you in no public place, I really thought 
u was ill.“ How can.,you mention public places 
to me,” ſaid Amelia, when you can hardly be a 
ſtranger to my preſent ſituation ? did you not know, 
Madam, that I was ruined?” No, indeed, Madam, 
did not I,” replied Mrs James, I am ſure I ſhould 
have been highly concerned if I had.“ Why, ſure, 
my dear, cries Amelia, you could not imagine 
that we were in affluent circumſtances, when you 
found us in ſuch a place, and in ſuch a condition.“ 
Nay, my dear, anſwered Mrs James, * fince you 
are pleaſed to mention it firit yourſelf, I own I was 
a little ſurpriſed to ſee yon in no better lodgings; 
but I conciuded you bad your own reatons for hking 
them; and for my own part, | have laid it down 
as a poſitive rule, never to inquire into the private 
affairs of any ove, eſpecially of my friends. I am 
not of the humour of ſome ladies, who confine the 
circle of their acquaintance to one part of the town, 
and woutd- not be known to viſit in the city tor the 
world. For my part, I never dropt an acquaintance 
with any one, while it was reputable to keep it up; 
and I can ſolemnly declare, I have not a friend in 
the world for whom I have a greater eſteem than I 
have for Mrs Booth.” bis Fi 
At this inſtant, the arrival of a new viſitant put an 
end to the diſcourſe, and Amelia ſoon after took her 
leave without the leaſt anger, but with ſome little un- 
avoidable contempt for a lady, in whoſe opinion, as 
we have hinted. before, outward form and ceremony 
conſtituted the whole eſſence af friendſhip; who va- . 
lued all her acquaintance alike, as each individual 
ſerved only to fill up a place in her viſiting roll, 
and who, in reality, had not the leaſt concern for the 
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good qualities or well-being of any of them. | 
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A 
C Containing "0's 3 heroic matter. ; 


T the end of three 3 Mrs Elliſon's friend 
had ſo far purchaſed Mr Booth's liberty, that 


be could walk again abroad within the verge, with- 


out any danger of having a warrant backed againſt 
Him by the board betore he had notice. As for the 
ill-looked perſons that had given the alarm, it was 
now diſcovered, that another unhappy gry and 


not Booth, was the object of their purſu 


Mr Booth being now delivered from his fears, went, 
as he had fofmerly done, to take his morning-walk i in 


the Park. Here he met Colonel Bath in company 


with ſome other officers, and very civilly paid his re- 
ſpects to him. But inſtead of returning the ſalute, the 
colonel looked him full in the face with a very ſtern 
countenance ; and, if he could be ſaid to take any 
notice of him. it was in ſuch a manner as to inform 

him he would take no notice of him. 3 
Booth was not more hurt than ſurpriſed at this be- 
Haviour, and reſolved to know the reaſon of it. He 
therefore watched an opportunity till the colonel was 
alone, and then walked boldly up to him, and defired 


- to know if he had given him any offence :—the colo- 


nel anſwered haſtily, * Sir, I am above being offended 


with you, nor do] thrak 1 it conſiſtent with my dig- 


* nity to make you any anſwer.” Booth replied, 
1 don't know, Sir, that I have done any thing to 
s deſerve this treatment. Look you, Sir,” cries the 
cologel, if I had not formerly had ſome reſpect for 

« you, I ſhould not think you worth my reſentment. 


However, as you are a 7 entleman born, and an ef- 


* ficer, and as I have had an eſteem for you, I will 
give you ſome marks of it, by putting it in your 


power to do yourſelf juſtice, 1 will tell you there- 


© fore, Sir, that you have acted like a ſcoundrel.'— 
© If we were not in the Park,” anſwered Booth warm- 
Iy, © 1 would thank you very properly for that com- 
5 pliment.— O Sir!” cries the colonel, © we can be 
« ſoon in a convenient place.” Upon which, Booth 


mans? he would attend him wherever he oe 1 


* 
* 


— 
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The Colonel then bid him come along, es acne 
forward directly up Conſtitution- Hill to Hyde-Park, 
Booth following him at firſt, and afterwards walking 
before him, till they came to that place which may 
be properly called he field of blood, being that part 


a little to the left of the. ring, which heroes have 


ehoſen for the ſcenc of their exit out of this world. 

x Booth reached the ring ſome time before the Co- 
lonel; for he mended not his pace any more than a 
Spaniard. | To fay truth, I bekeve it was not in his 
power; for he had ſo long accuſtomed himſelf to one 
and the ſame ſtrut, that as a horſe, uſed. always to 
trotting, can ſcarce be forced into a gallop, ſo could 
No pa ion force the Colonel to alter his pace. - 

At length, however, both-parties arrived at the liſts, 
where the Colonel very deliberately took off his wig 
and coat, and laid them on the graſs, and then draw- 
ing his ſword, advanced to Booth, who had likewiſe 
his drawn weapon in his hand, but * made no 
other preparation for the eombat. 

The combatants now engaged with gveat farm, and 
after two or- three paſſes, Booth run. the Colonet 
through the body, and threw him on the ground, at 
fo gee time poſſeſſing himſelf of the Colonel's 

wor 45 
2 . was become Wale of his 
fpeech, he called out to Booth in a very kind voics, 
and ſaid, You have done my buſineis, and ſatisfied 
me chat you are a man of honour, and that my bro- 
ther James muſt have been miſtaken; for I am 
convinced that no man who will draw bis ſword 
in ſo gallant a manner, is capable of being a raſcal-; 
* d—n me, give me à buſs, my dear boy, I aſk your 
4 * pardon for that infamous appellation I diſhonoureck 
your dignity with; but, damn me, if it was not 
6 purely out of love, and to give you an opportunity 
* of doing yourſelf juſtice, which I own you have 
done like a man of honour. What may be the con- 
ſequence I know not, but I hope at lealt I ball live 
to reconcile. you with my brother.” 
Booth ſhewed 


bis. countenance. un, my dear Colonel, 0 he, | 


* 
| S 
: ; 
4 *. * 


great concern, and even. * 715 
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4 would you A to this? for Heaven's fake, tell 
me what I have ever done to offend you.” . 
.., * Me Y cried the Colonel, indeed, my dear child, 
_ © you never did any thing to offend me. Nay, 1 have 
© atted the part ofa friend to you in the whole affair. 
_ © maintained your cauſe with my brother as long as 
* decency would permit. I could not flatly contra- 
dict him, though, indeed, I ſcarce believed him. 
< But what could I do? if I had not fought with you 
I I myſt have been obliged to have fought with him: 
however, 1 hope what is done will be ſufficient, 
and that matters may be diſcommodated without your 
being put to the neceſſity of fighting any een an 
* this occaſion. 

Never regard me, cried Booth 98 6 for 
© Heaven's ſake think of your own preſervation. 
me put you into a chair, and get you a ſurgeon. 

© Thou art a noble lad,” cries the Colonel, who was 
now got on his legs, and I am glad the buſineſs is fo 
© well over. For e your ſword went quite 
little danger of life; however, I think there is 
through, it ſlanted fo, that I there is 
enough done to put an honourable end to the affair, 
« efpeciaily as you was ſo haſty to diſarm me. I bleed 

Fs a little, but I can walk to the houſe by the water; 
and if _—_ will fend me a chair thither, I ſhall de | 
* obliged to you.” 

As the Colonel refuſed/any alfifiance, (indeed be way 
very able to walk without it, though with ſomewhat 
Jeſs dignity than uſual) Booth fer forward to Groſve- 
nor- gate, in order to procure the chair, and ſoon af · 
ter returned with one to his friend; whom having 
conveyed into it, he attended himſeſf on foot inte 
Bond- fret, where then lived a very eminent ſure 
on. 

The fargeon having pro bed the wound, torned to- 
_ -wards Booth, who was 3 the guilty perſon, 
and ſaid with a ſmile, Upon my word, Sir, you have 

performed the buſineſs with great dexterity.” 
Sir.“ cries the Colonel to the ſurgeon, < I would 
not have you imagine I am afraid to die. I think I 
4 know more what 83 to the dignity of a man:; 


| "+ apd I believe, I have eve it n "7 
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«© of battle. Do not impute my concern to that fear, 
© when | aſk you whether there is, or is not any * 
ger? * HP eee 2 
Really, Colonel,” anſwered the ſurgeon, who welk 
knew the complexion of the gentleman then under bis- 
hands, it would appear like preſumption to ſay, 
that a man who hath been-juit run through the body. 
is in no manner of danger. But this, I think, I may 
aſſure you, that L yet perceive no very bad ſymptoms,, | 
« and” unleſs ſomething worſe ſhould appear, or a fe 
ver be the conſequence,. L hope you may live to be- 
again, with all your dignity, at the head. of a line ob 
“ ˙ ˙Üu—2 ̃ ̃ 54 7 ; EEE. 
il am glad to hear that it is your opinion, quoth the 
Colonel, © for I am not deſirous of dying, tho I am not 
afraid of it. But if any thing worſe than you apprehend, 
* thould happen, I deſire you will be a witneſs of my 
declaration, that this young gentleman is entirely in- 
© nocent. I forced him to do what he did. My dear 
Booth, I am pleaſed matters are as they are. You: 
are the firſt man that ever gained an advantage over” 
© me; but ii was-very lucky for you that you diſarmed 
me, and | doubt not but you have the equananimi-- 
© ty to think ſo: If the buſineſs,. therefore, hath: 
ended without doing any thing to the purpoſe, it: 
© was fortune's pleaſure, and neither of. our faults“ 
Booth heartily embraced the Colonel, and affured? . 
him of the great ſatisfaction he had received from the 
ſurgeon's opinion; and ſoon after the two combataiits- 
took their leave of each other. The Colonel, after he 
was dreſſed, went in a chair to his lodgings, and Booths 
walked on foot to his; where he. luckily arrived with-- 
out. meeting any of Mr Murphy's gang; a danges 
© | which never once occurred- to his imagination till he: 
| was out of it. | ö | wr 
The affair he had been about, had indeed ſo entire - 
ly occupied” his mind, that it had obliterated every 
other idea; among the reſt; it cauſed him ſo abſo- 
lutely to forget the time of the day, that though he: © - 
had exceeded the time of dining about two hours he. 
had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of being at home later thaw» 
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| In which the reader will find matter worthy bis conff- 


Fs \ © geration: 


MELIA having waited above an hover tins 

huſband, concluded, as he was the moſt punc- 
ral man alive, that he bad met with ſome engage- 
ment abroad, and ſat down to her meal with her chil- 
dren; which, as it was always uncomfortable in the 
abſence of her huſband, was very ſhort ; ſo that before 


his return, all the Tn of dining renn; 
removed. 


Booth ſat ſome time with bis wife, expecting every 


minute when the little maid would make her appear- 
ance; at laſt curioſity, I believe, rather than 


ute, made him aſk, bow long it was to dinner? * To 
dinner! my dear, anſwered Amelia; * ſure you have 


* dined, I hope?” Booth replied in the negative; upon 
which kis- wife ſtarted from her chair, and deſtirred 
herſelf as nimbly to provide him a yepaſt, as the moſt 
_ Induſtrious hoſteſs in the kingdom doth, when ſome 


unexpected — — eee quality el at 


her houſe. 


e ee 8 not; 1-think, from 3 1 
Shs hitherto: recorded in this hiſtory, had much reaſon to 


accuſe' Amelia of a blameable curiofity ; he will not, 
I hope, conclude that ſhe ve an inſtance of any ſuch 
fault, when, upon Booth's having fo long overſtaid his 
time, and fo greatly miſtaken the hour of the day, and 
upon ſome other cireumſtances of his behaviour (for 
he was too honeſt to be good at concealing any of his 
thoughts) ſhe ſaid to him, after he had done eating, 
© My dear, I am ſure ſomething more than ordinary 
bach happened to-day,” and I beg you ny me 
what it is. 
Booth anſwered; that nothing of any ee 
Had happened; that he had been detained by a friend, 


_ whom he met accidentally; longer than he expected. 
In ſhort, he e ſhuffling and evaſive anfwers, 


not boldly lying out, which perhaps would have 


ſueceeded, but poorly and vainly endeavouring to re | 
cConcile falſhood with truth. An attempt which _— | 


Fails to * the moſt practiſed ONE 5 


- - 
4 


8 2 
5 5 n 4 7 VE. «_” 12 1 
p * — * 1 A N Y 4 * wi . * 25 
—_ ©; off 

* 3 f % a 8 — 

# as v1 
S_—  #. : 4 4 8 2 
„He. WET lcd e 


92 1 
: . 
n 4 * 


* © 1 by n = 4 — . " Ld i — ” - 2 
— . % as .— TREE 9 7 © C0 * > d, [ oy * nt. - 44" 1 * F T 
* * * - 4 e „ W * * "— 
2 * de * b . . | 2 
” * * oy * 1 
_ 4 * — — \ 
* * * or * - = - 
* 9 pe 
- — 
. 


e AM E LI 4 ons 


How-impoſlible: was it therefore for Booth to ſuc- 
—4 in an art for which nature had ſo entirely diſqua- 
hed him ! His countenance indeed confeſſed faſter 
than his tongue denied ; and the whole of his beha- 
viour gave Amelia an alarm, and made ber ſuſpect 
ſomething very bad had happened; and as her 
thoughts turned preſently on the badnels of their cir- 

_ cumltances, ſhe feared ſome miſchief from his creditors 
had befallen him; for ſhe was too ignorant of ſuck 
matters to know. chat if he had. fallen into the hands 
of the Philiſtines, (which is the name given by the 
faithful to bailiffs) he would hardly have been able 
ſo ſoon to recover his liberty. Booth at laſt perceived 
her to be ſo uneaſy, that as he ſaw no hopes of contri- 
ving any fiction to ſatisfy her, he thought bimſelf ob- 
liged to tell her the truth, or at leaſt part of the truth, 
and confeſſed that he had had a little ſkirmiſh with 
Colonel Bath, in which, he ſaid; the Colonel had re- 
ceived a {light wound, not at all dangerous; and this, 
ſays he, is all the whole matter. If it be ſo, cries Ame- 
ha, I thank Heaven no worſe hath happened; but why; 

amy dear, will you ever converſe with that madman, 
« who/can embrace a friend one moment, and fight 
with him the-next? © Nay, my dear,” anſwered 
Booth, you yourſelf muſt confeſs, though he be a 
© little too much on the qui vive, he is a wan of great 
* honour and good nature.” Tell me not,” replied 
the, © of ſuch good nature and honour as would ſa- 
« crifice a friend, and a whole family to a ridiculous 
* whim, O Heavens!” cried the, failing upon ber 

| knees, © from what miſery have I eſcaped, from what 
© have theſe poor babes eſcaped through your grãcious 
« providence this day! Then turning to her huſband, 
ſhe cried— But are you ſure the monſter's wound 
is no more dangerous than you ſay ? a monſter ſure- 

. © by I may call him, who can quarrel with a man that 
6 N not, that I am convinced. would not oben 
him. 

Upon this queſtion, Booth. esd tha alleges 
which the ſurgeon had given them, perhaps with a 
little * which pretty well ſatisfied Amelia; 
and | CIT SURE what he bad 


© 


7 FOR the tenderly embraced him, and again returned 3 
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thanks to Heaven for his ſafety. © 

In the evening, Booth inſiſted on paying a ſhort 
viſit to the Colonel, highly againſt the inclination of 
Amelia, who, by many arguments and entreaties, en- 


*  deavoured to difſuade her: huſband from continuing 


an acquaintance, in which; ſhe faid, ſhe ſhould always 
foreſee much danger for the . However, ſhe 
was at laſt prevailed upon to acquieſce; and Booth. 
went to the Colonel, whoſe lodgings. . to be 


in the verge as well as his own. 


- He found the Colonel in his nightgown, and 115 
great chair, engaged with another officer at a game of 
cheſs. He roſe immediately, and having heartily em- 
braced Booth, preſented him to his friend, ſaying, he 
had the honour to introduce to him as brave and as 


fortitudinous a man as any in the king's dominions.— | 


He then took: Booth with him-into the next room, and 
defired him not to mention a word of what had hap- 
pened in the morning, ſaying, I am very well ſatis- 
© fied that no more hath happened; however, as, it 


ended in nothing, I could with it might remain æ 


© ſecret.” Booth told him he was heartily glad tp find 
him fo well, and prowifed never to mentive: inves * 


any one. 


The game at cheſs being but jult begun, and nei- 
ther of the parties 2 gained any conſiderable ad- 
vantage, they neither of them infiited on continuing 
it; and now the Colonel's antagoniſt took his- lere. 
and left the Colonel and Booth together 

As ſoon as they were alone, the latter m ellly en- 


enced the former to acquaint him with the real cauſe 


of his anger; for may I periſh,* cries Booth, + if I carr 
« eyen gueſs what I have ever done to offend either 
7 or your brother Colonel James. 
Look ee, child, eries the Colonel, I tell you FE. 
am for my own part ſatisfied: for I am convinced 


that a man who will fight, can never be a raſcal: 
and therefore, why ſhould you enquire any more of 
me at preſent? when I ſee my brother James, I hope 


to reconcile all matters, and perhaps no more ſwords 
© need be drawn on this occaſion.“ But Booth ſtill 


perlaſiing i in his deſire, the Colonel, after ſome hefis 


* — 
- 
— 


— 


tation, with a tremendous oath, cried out, I do not 
think myſelf at liberty to refuſe yon, after the in- 
« dignity L offered you; ſo, ſince you demand it of 
< me, I will inform you. My brother told me you 
« had uſed him diſhonourably, and had divelicated bis 
character behind his back. He gave me his word 
too, that he was well aſſured of what he faid. What 
could I have done ? though 1 own to- you I did not 
believe him, and your behaviour ſince hath con- 
« vinced me Las in the right; I muſt either have 
| given him che lie, and fought: with. him, er elſe L was 
* obliged to behave as 1-did, and fight with you. 
4 now, my lad, I leave it to you to do as jo 
« pleaſe; but if you are laid under any neceſſity to do 
* yourſelf further juſtice, it is your own fault? 
Alas! Colonel,“ anſwered Booth, beſides the ob- 
< ligations I have to the Colonel, Lhave really ſo much 
love for him, that I think of nothing leſs than re- 
ſentment. All I wiſn, is to have this affair brought 
to an eclaĩreiſſement. and to ſatisfy him that be is. 
in an error: for t his aſſertions are cruelly in- 
I jurious, and I have never deſerved them, yet I am 
convinced he would not ſay — . - 
< think. Some raſcal, envious of his friendibip for 
me, hath belied me to bim; and the only rv gg 
] deſire is to convince hing of his miſtake.” 
At theſe words —— the Colonel . 
ghaſtly ſmile, or rather fneer, and anſwered, * Young: 
© gentleman, you may do as you pleaſe; but by the 
eternab dignity of man, if any man breathing had 
* taken a liberty with my character. here, here 
* Mr Booth (ſhewing his fingers) here ——d—n me, 
« ſhould be his noſtrils, he ſhould breathe through my 
© hands, and breathe his laſt—d—n me.“ 
Booth anſwered, I think, Colonel, 1 may appeal 
* to your teftimony that I dare do anten juſtice; ſinet 
he who dare draw his ſword againſt you, can hard» 
* ly be ſuppoſed to fear any perſon ; but I re- 
< peat to you. again, that I love Colonel James ſo 
well, and am fo greatly obliged to him, that ĩt would 
be almoſt indifferent to we, whether I directed my 
4 * ſword againſt his breaſt or my own.” 


"Tink Colonel's muſcles rin x conſiderably folded 
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by Boodh's laſt ſpeech.; but he — 
into a vaſt degree of — ore he cried out 
© Boy, thou haſt reaſon enough to be vain; for thou 
© art the firſt perſon that ever could proudly ſay he 
| gained an advantage over me in combat. I believe, 
* indeed, thou art not afraid of any man breathing ; 
© and as I know thou haſt ſome obligations to my 
brother, I de not diſcommend thee ; for nothing 
* more becomes the dignity of a man than gratitude. 
© Beſides, as I am ſatisfied my brother can produce 
the author of the ſlander ——t ſay, I am ſatisfied of 
© that, d — n me, if any man alive dares aſſert the 
“ contrary, for that would be to make my brother 
„ himſelf a liar, I will make him produce his author; 
and then, my dear boy, your doing yourſelf proper 
juſtice there, will bring you finely out of the whole 
affair. As ſoonas my ſurgeon gives me leave to go 
abroad, which, I hope, will be in a few days, I will 
bring my brother James to a. tavern, where you-{halk 
meet us; and I will engage 1— * n. 
dignity to you, to make you. ds.“ 
he aſſurance of the Colonel gave Booth great . 
. for few perſons ever loved a friend better than 
he did James; and as for doing military juftice on the 
author of chat ſcandalous report which had incenſed 
his friend againſt him, not Bath himſelf was ever 
more ready on ſuch an occaſion, than Booth to exe. 
cute it. He ſoon after took his leave, and returned 
bome in high ſpirits to his Amelia, whom he found in 
Mrs Elliſon's apartment, engaged in a party at Ombre 
with that lady and her right honourable couſin. 
His lordſhip had, it ſeems, had a ſecond interviex 
with the great man, and having obtained further hopes 
2 I think there was not yet an abſolute promiſe) of 
oor in Mr Booth's affairs, his uſual good-nature 
bro him immediately to acquaint Mr Booch with 
r he did not therefore find him at home, and 
as he met with” the two ladies together, he reſolved ' 
to ſay till his friend's. return, which he- was aſſured 
would not be long, eſpecially as. he was ſo lucky, he 
ſaid, to have no inn 4 — whole 


eV ening. 


| Weremarked before, that his lordlhip, at the fi 
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interview with Amelia had diſtinguiſhed: her by a 
more particular addreſs from the other ladies; but that 
now appeared to be rather owing to his perfect good 
breeding, as ſhe was then to be conſidered as the 
miſtreſs of the houſe, than from any other preference. 
His preſent behaviour made this ſtill more manifeſt; 
for as he was now in Mrs Elliſon's apartment, though 
| the was his relation and an old acquaintance, he ap- 
plied his converſation rather more to her than to Ame- 
lia, His eyes, indeed, were now and then guilty of 
the contrary diſtinction, but this was only by ſtealth; 
for they conſtantly withdrew the moment they were 
diſcovered. In ſhort, he treated Amelia with the 
greateſt diſtance, and at the ſame time with the moſt 
profound and awful reſpect; his converſation was ſo 
general, ſo lively, and fo obliging, that Amelia, when 
the added to his agreeableneſs the obligations ſhe had 
to him for his friendſhip to Booth, was certainly as 
much pleaſed with his Lordſhip, as any virtuous wo- 
| _ can poſſibly be with any man, beſides her own 
. huſband. f | 


CHAP, vn. 
Fs Containing various matters. | 


W E have already mentioned the good humour in 
which Booth returned home; and the reader 
will eaſily believe it was not a little increaſed by the 
good- humour in which he found his company. My 
Lord received him with the utmoſt marks of friendſhip 
and affection, and told him that his affairs went on 
as well almoſt as he himſelf could deſire, and that 
he doubted not very ſoon to wiſh him joy of a com- 


Y. , . - " N , « 
When Booth had made a proper return to all his 
Lordſhip's unparalleled goodnefs, he whiſpered Ame- 
lia that the Colonel was entirely out of danger, and 
almoſt as well as himſelf. This made her ſatisfaction 
cor1plete, threw her into ſuch ſpirits, and gave ſuch 
a luſtre to her eyes; that ber face, as Horace fays, 
was too dazzling to be looked at; it was certainly 
too handſome to be looked at without the bigheſt ad- 
7 %⅛ͤ! ps Gat gs 6, ole tt ihe Ee 
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Eye Lordſhip departed about ten Segen and left 
che company in raptures with him, eſpecially the two 
ladies, of whom it is difficult to ſay which exceeded 
the other in his commendations. Mrs Elliſon ſwore 
ſhe believed he was the beſt of all humankind: and 
Amelia. without making any exception, declared he 
was the fineſt gentleman, and moſt agreeable man ſhe 
| had ever ſeen in herfite; adding, it was a great pity 
he ſhould remain ſingle. That's true indeed, cries 
Mrs Elliſon, * and | have often lamented it, nay, I 
am aitoniſhed at it, conſidering the great liking he 
always ſhews for our ſex, and he may certainly have 
the choice of all. The real reaſon, I believe, is his 
© fondneſs for his ſiſter's children. 1 declare; Madam, 
© if you was to ſee his behaviour to them, you would 
think they were his own. indeed, he is vaſtly fond 
of all manner of children.“ Good creature ! cries 
Amelia, if ever he doth me the honour of another 
u viſit, | amrefolved 1 will ſhew him my little things. 
© I think,” Mrs Elliſon, as you ſay my Lord loves 
* children, | may ſay, without vanity, he will not ſee 
many ſuch.” No, indeed, will he not, anſwered 
Mrs Elliſon; and now | think on't, Madam, I 'won- 
der at my own ſtupidity in never making the offer 
before; but ſince you put it into my head, if you 
4 will give me leave, I'll take Maſter and Miſs to wait 
on my Lord's nephew and niece, They are very 
pretty behaved children; and little Maſter and Miſs 
© will be, I dare ſwear, very happy in their aequain- 
-© tance; befides, if my Lord himſelf ſhould fee them, 
I know what will happen; for he is the molt ge- 
© nerous of all human beings.” 

Amelia very readily accepted the favonr which Mrs 
Elliſon offered her; but Booth expreſſed ſome reluctance. 
© Upon my word, my dear, ſaid he, with à ſmile, 
© this behaviour of ours puts me in mind of the com- 
© mon conduct of beggars; who, whenever they re- 
© ceive a favour, are ſure to ſend other objects to the 
© ſame fountain of charity. Don't we, my dear, re- 
pay our obligations to my Lord in the ſame manner, 
by ſending our children a begging to him!“ 
O beallly !* cries Mrs Elten, * how could ſuch 
| * a thought enter your brains! I proteſt, * 
FE ore ns I 8 | 
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« begin to grow aſhamed of this huſband of yours. 
How can you 2 ſo vulgar a way of thinking? 
* Begging, indeed the poor little dear a-beg- 
ging If my Lord was capable of ſuch a thought, 
though he was my own brother, inſtead of my couſin, 
] ſhould ſcorn him too much ever to enter his doors? 
— O dear Madam,“ anſwered Amelia, you take 
Mr Booth too ſeriouſiy, when he was only in jeſt; 
© and the childrea ſhall wait upon uu whenever you 
leaſe,” 
ko Booth had been a little more in earaelt than 
Amelia had repreſented him, and was not, perhaps, - 
quite ſo much in the wrong as he was conſidere by 
Mrs Elliſon ; yet, feeing there were two to one againft 
him, he wiſely thought proper to recede, and let bis 
ſmile go off with nn of a jeſt which his wife had 
ven it. 
Mrs Elliſon, kth . not let it paſs witht 
out paying ſome compliments to Amelia's underſtand- 
ing, nor without ſome obſcure refſections upon Booth, 
with whom ſhe was more offended than the matter re- 
quired. She was indeed a woman of moſt profuſe ge- 
neroſity, and could not bear a thought which ſhe 
3 deemed vulgar or ſneaking. She afterwards launched 
5 forth the moſt profuſe encomiums of his Lordſhip's li- 
| berality, and concluded the evening with ſome in- 
ſtances which he had given of that virtue, which, if 
; not the nobleſt, is, perhaps, one of the moſt uſeful | 
to ſociety, with which great and rich men can be en- 


dowed. 
The next morning early, Serjeant Atkinſon came 
to wait on Lieutenant Booth, and defired to ſpeak 
; with his honour in private. Upon which, the lieu- 
5 tenant and ſerjeant took a walk together in the Park. 
, Booth expected every minute when the ſerjeant would 
= open his mouth, under which expectation he con- 
4 tinued till he came to the end of the Mall, and ſo he 
e might have continued till he came to the end of the 
5 world: for tho' ſeveral words ſtood at the end of the 
„ ſerjeant's lips, there they were likely to remain for 
8 ever. He was, indeed, in the condition of a mifcr, 
h whom a charitable impulſe hath impelled to draw a 
1 few pence to the veg of his * where they are 
eg Vor. X. X altogethe- 
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as nasse ie if bey deset bottom: 
for, as the one hath not the heart to part with a far- 


1 


5 eee other the heart to ſpeak a 
2 | 


Booth at length wondering that the ſerjeant did not 


ſpeak, aſked him what his buſineſs was; when the 


latter, with a ſtammering voice, began the following 
apology : I hope, Sir, your honour will not be angry, 
nor take any thing amiſs of me. I do aſſure you, 
s it was not of my ſeeking, nay, 1 dare not proceed in 
the matter without firſt aſking your leave. Indeed, 


1 it 1 had taken any liberties from the goodneſs you 


have been pleaſed to ſhow me, I ſhould look upon 


© myſelf as one of the moſt worthleſs anddeſpicable of 


« wretches ; but nothing is farther from my thoughts, 
* I know the diſtance which is between us; and be- 


© cauſe your honour hath been ſo kind and good 2s 


to treat me with more familiarity than any other 
officer ever did, if I had been baſe enough to take 
any freedoms, or to encroach, upon your honours 
 goodnels, I ſhould deſerve to be whipt through the 
s regiment. © I hope, therefore, Sir, you will not ſu- 
s ſpe& me of any ſuch attempt.' - | 

What can all this mean, A ikiaſon 2 21 Booth; 


* what mighty matter would you introduce with all 
this previous apology ?? 


- © am almoſt aſhamed, and afraid to mention it, an- 


{ſwered the ſerjeant, and yet I am ſure, your honour 
„will believe what I have ſaid, and not think any 


thing owing to my own preſumption; and at the 
+ ſame time, I have no reaſon to think you would do 


_ any thing to ſpoil my fortune in an honeſt way, 


* when it is dropt into my lap without my own ſeek- 
ing. For may I periſh if it is not all the lady's own 
s goodneſs, and I hope in Heaven, with your honour's 
© leave, I ſhall live to make her amends for it.'—In a 
word, that we may not detain the reader's curioſity 


ps quite. ſo long as he did Booth's, he acquainted that 


gentleman that he had had an offer of marriage from 


A — of his acquaintance, to whoſe company he had 


introduced him, and deſired his permiſſion to 7 
pf it. 


"Booth aun hae born very ll inded, if af 
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what the ſerjeant had ſaid, and after what he had 
heard Mrs Elliſon ſay, he had wanted any other in- 
formation concerning the lady. He anſwered him 
briſkly and chearfully, that he had his free conſent to 
marry any woman whatever; and the greater and 
« richer ſhe is, added he, the more I {hall be pleaſed 
« with the match. I don't-enquire who the lady is,” 


ſaid he, ſmiling, * but I hope ſhe will make as 


« a wife, as L am convinced her huſband will de- : 


| 6 ſerve. F 


© Your honour hath been always too good to me,“ 
cries Atkinſon, * but this I promiſe you, I will do alk 
in my power to merit the kindneſs ſhe is pleaſed to 
© ſhew me. I will be bold to ſay ſhe will marry an 
* honeſt man, though he is but a poor one; and ſhe 
© ſhall never want any thing which I can give her, or, 

do for her, while my name is Joſeph Atkinſon.)“ 
And ſo her name is a fecret, Joe; is it?“ cries 

Booth. | | 1 
Why, Sir, anſwered the ſerjeant, I hope your 
* honour will not inſiſt upon knowing that, as 1 

* think it would be diſhonourable in me to mention 
. 8 | een I 
Not at all,“ replied. Booth, I am the fartheſt in 
the world from any ſuch defire. I know thee better 
than to imagine thou wouldſt difcloſe the name of 
a fair lady.“ Booth then ſhook Atkinſon hearnly 
by the hand, and affured him earneſtly of the joy he 
had in his good fortune; for which the good ſerjeant 
failed not of making all proper acknowledgments. 
After which they parted, and Booth returned home. 
As Mrs Elliſon opened the door, Booth haſtily 
ruſhed by-; for he had the utmoſt difficulty to prevent 
laughing in her face. He ran directly up ſtairs, and 
throwing himſelf into a chair, diſcharged ſuck a fit of 
laughter as greatly ſurpriſed, and, at firſt, almoſt 
frightened his wiſe. - | | * 9 

Amelia, it will be ſuppoſed, preſently enquired in- 
to the cauſe of this phenomenon, with which Booth, 
as ſoon as he was able (for that was not within a few - 
minutes) acquainted her. The news did not affect 
her in the ſame manner it had affected her huſband: 
On the contrary, ſhe cried, * I proteſt I cannot gueſs 
4 X 2 s what 
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what makes you ſee it iu ſo cidicalons's light: 1 
really think Mrs Ellifon hath choſen very well. I 
22 convinced Joe will make her one of the beſt of 
huſbands; and in my opinion, that is che 2 
bleſſing a woman can be of.“ 
However, when Mrs Elliſon came into the room a 
| Ittle while afterwards to fetch the children, Amelia 
became of a more riſible diſpoſition, eſpecially when 
the former, turning to Booth, who was then preſent, 
ſaid, * So, captain, __ Jantee ſerjeant was very early 
© here this morning. I ſcolded my maid heartily for 
© letting him wait 15 long in the entry like a lacquais, 
« when the might have ſhewn him into my inner apart - 
© ment.” At which words, Booth burſt out into a 
very loud laugh; and Amilia herſelf could no more 
prevent laughing than ſhe could bluſhing. | 
Heydey !' cries Mrs Elliſon, © what have I aid 
to cauſe all this mirth?? and at the fame time bluſh- 
ed, and looked very filly, as is always the caſe with 
| Perſons who ſuſpect themſelves to be the objects of 
laughter, without abſolutely bog what it is which 
makes them ridiculous. 
Booth ſtill continued beg but Amelia com- 
poſing her muſcles, ſaid, I aſk your pardon, dear 
Mrs Elliſon; but Mr Booth hath been in a ſtrange 
* giggling humour all this morning; and I really 
© think it is infectious” 
HM aſk your pardon too, Madam,” een but 
© one is ſometimes unaccountably fooliſh.” 
© Nay, but ſeriouſly,” ſaid ſhe, © what is the mat- 
6 ter?—Something laid about the ſerjeant, I believe; 
dat yon may laugh as much as you pleaſe, I am not 
© aſhamed of owning, I think him one of the prettieſt 
_ © fellows I ever ſaw in my life; and, I on, I ſcolded 
* my maid at ſuffering him to wait in my entry; and 
* where is the mighty ridiculous — pray??? 
None at all, anſwered Booth, and, I hope, the 
next time he will be uſhered into your inner 1 
. " ment.” 
© Why ſhould he not, Sir ?* replied ſhe, * for where- 
* ever he is uſhered, 1 am convinced he will behave 
© himſelf as # gentleman ſhould.” be 
Here Amelia put an end to the diſcourſe, wo 
might 


_ _ — 
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might have proceeded to very great Thy 0 for 


Booth was of a waggilh inclination, and Ellt- 
ſon was not a lady of the nicelt delicacy. | 
CHAP. VII. 

; The heroic behaviour of Colonel to MAES 
O OTH went: this morning to pay a ſecond viſit. 
to the Colonel, where he found Colonel James, 
Both the Colonel and the Lieutenant appeared a little 
ſhocked at their firſt meeting; but matters were ſoon 


cleared up; for the former preſently advanced to the 
latter, ſhook him heartily by the kand, and ſfaid— 


r RC hb. is 


* jured you, and I heartily alk your pardon. I am 
now perfectly convinced, that what I hinted to my 
brother, aud which I find had like to have pro- 
* duced ſuch fatal conſequences, was entirely ground- 
© lefs. If you will be contented wich my aſking your 
pardon, and ſpare me the diſagreeable remembrance 
of what led me into my error, I thall eſteem it as 
the higheſt obligation. . 3 155 
Booth anſwered, * As to what regards yourſelf, 
my dear Colonel, I am abundantly ſatisfied; but, aas 
* I am convinced ſome raſcal hath been my enemy 
with you in the crueleſt manner, I hope you will 
not deny me the opportunity of kicking him 
through the world. ; 10 
* By all the dignity of man,” cries Colonel Bath, 
the boy ſpeaks with ſpirit, and his requeſt is rea- 
« ſonable,”?. | | 1 
Colonel James heſitated a moment, and then whiſ- 
pered Booth, that he would give him all the ſatisfaction 
unaginable, concerning the whole affair, when they 
were alone together; upon which, Booth addreſſing 
himſelf to Colonel Bath, the diſcourſe turned on other 
matters during the remainder of the viſit, which was 
but ſhort, and then both went away together, leaving 
Colonel Bath as well as it was poſſible to expect, more 
to the ſatisfaction of Booth than of Colonel James, 
who would not have been diſpleaſed if his wound had 
more dangerous: for he was grown ſomewhat 
veary of a diſpoſition that he rather called captiovs 
"EOS. & thin 
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Mr Booth, I am aſhamed to ſee you; for I have in- 
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EE than heroic, and which, as. he every day more and 

' more hated his wife, he apprehended might ſome time 
__ or other give him ſome trouble: for Bath was the 
moſt affectionate of brothers, and had often ſwore in 


the preſence of James, that he would eat any man 
alive who ſhould uſe his ſiſter ill. 2 


Colonel Bath was well ſatisfied that his brother 
and the lieutenant were gone out with a deſign of 
tilting, from which he offered not a ſyllable to diſ- 
foade them, as he was convinced it was right, and 
that Booth could not in honour take, nor the Colonel 
give any leſs ſatisfaction, When they had been gone, 
therefore, about half an hour, he rang his bell, to 
enquire if there was any news of his brother; a 
queſtion which he repeated every ten minutes, for the 
_ ſpace of two hours, when having heard nothing of 
him, he began to conclude that both were killed on 
. ĩ I | 
- While he was in this ſtate of anxiety, his ſiſter came 
to ſee him; for, notwithſtanding his deſire of keep- 
ing it a ſecret, the duel had blazed all over the town. 
After receiving ſome kind congratulations on his 
fafety, and ſome unkind hints concerning the warmh 
of his temper, the Colonel aſked her, when the had 
| ſeen her huſband; ſhe anſwered, not that morning. 
He then communinicated to her his ſuſpicion, told her 
de was convinced his brother had drawn his ſword 
"that day, and that as neither of them had heard any” 
thing from him, he began to apprehend the worlt 
that could happen. 35 | 2 
Neither Miſs Bellamy, nor Mrs Cibber, were ever 
in a greater conſternation on the ſtage, than now ap- 
peared in the countenance of Mrs James. Good 
i © Heavens! Brother, cries ſhe, © what do you tell 
 - © me! you have frightened me to death —Let your 
F © man get me a glaſs of water immediately, if you 
. © have not a mind to ſee me die before your face. 
© When, where, how was this quarrel? why did you 
© not prevent it, if you knew of it? is it not enough 
© to be every day tormenting me with hazarding your 
« own life, but muſt you bring the life of one who 
« you know muſt be and ought. to be ſo much the 
deareſt of all to me, into danger ? Take your 1word, 
Ks! : j * L brother, | 


* 


brother, take your ſword, and plunge it inte my 
© boſom ; it would be kinder of you than to fill it 
© with ſuch dreads and terrors.”—— Here ſhe ſwallowed 
the glaſs of water : and then threw herſelf back in her 
chair, as if ſhe had intended to faint away 
Perhaps, if ſhe had ſo, the Colonel would have lent 
her no affiſtance; for ſhe had hurt him more than by 
ten thouſand tabs. He fat ere& in his chair, with - 
his eye-brows knit, his, forehead wrinkled, his eyes 
| flaſhing with fire, his teeth grating againſt each other, 
and breathing horror all around him. In this poſture 
he fat for ſome time filent, caſting diſdainful looks at 

his ſiſter. At Jaſt, his voice found its way through 4 
paſſion which bad almoſt choaked him, and he cried 
e « Siſter, what have I done to deſerve the opinion 

you expreſs of me? which of my actions hath made 
you conclude that I am a raſcal and a coward ? Look 
at that poor ſword, which never woman yet ſaw 
but in its ſheath ; what hath that done to merit your 
ddeſire that it ſhould be contaminated with the blood 
* of a woman ? 

Alas! brother,” cried ſhe, I know not what you 
* ſay; you are defirous, I believe, to terrify me out 
of the little ſenſes I have left. What can I have ſaid 
* in the agonies of grief, into which you threw me, to 
_ © deſerve this paſſion?” 

What have you ſaid, anſwered the Colonel, 
© you have ſaid that which if a man had ſpoken, nay 
© d-—n me, if he had hinted that he durſt even 
think, I would have made him eat my ſword; by all 
* the dignity of man, I would have crumbled his ſoul 
into powder. But. I conſider that the words were 
* ſpoken by a woman, and 1 am calm again. Con- 
* ſider, my dear, that you are my ſiſter, and beha 
* yourſelf with more ſpirit. I have only mentioned 
to you my ſurmiie, It may not have happened as 
© 1 ſuipet ; but let what will have happened, you 
© will have the comfort that your huſband hath behav- 
« ed himſelf with becoming dignity, and lyes in the bed 
* of honour.C 

Talk not te me of ſuch comfort. replies the lady, 
* it is a lois 1 cannot ſurvive; but why do l fit here 
£ Bere mylelf ? 1 will go this inſtant and r 

the 
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the worſt of my fate, if my trembling limbs will 
carry me to my coach. Good morrow, dear bro- 
© ther; whatever becomes of me, I am glad to find 
© you out of danger. — The Colonel paid ber his 
proper compliments, and ſhe then left the room, but 
returned inſtantly back, ſaying, * Brother, I muſt 
beg the favour of you to let your footman ſtep toi 
my mantua-maker; I am ſure it is a miracle in my 
« preſent diſtracted condition, how it came into my 
* head.” The footman was preſently ſummoned, and 
Mrs James delivered him his meſſage, which was to 
- countermand the orders which ſhe had given that 
very morning, to make her up a new ſuit of brocade. 
Heaven knows, ſays ſhe, now, when I can wear 
© brocade, or whether ever 1 (ball wear it!“ And 
now having repeated her meſſage with great exaQt- 
neſs, leſt there ſhould be any miſtake, fhe-again la- 
mented her wretched ſituation, and then departed, 
leaving the Colonel in full expectation of hearing er 
neus of the fatal iſſue of the battle. 
But though the reader ſhould entertain the ge 
curioſity, we mult be excuſed from ſatisfying it, till 
we have firſt accounted for an incident which, we have 
related in this very chapter, and which we think de- 
ſerves ſome ſolution. The critic, - I am convinced, al- 
ready is appriſed that I mean the friendly behaviour 
.of James to Booth, which, from what we had babe 
recorded, ſeemed ſo little to be expected. 
lt muſt be remembered, that the anger which the 
former of theſe gentlemen had conceived againſt the 
latter, aroſe entirely from the falſe account given by 
Miſs Matthews of Booth, whom that lady had accu- 
ſed to Colonel James of having as booty: iy vickedly 
traduced his character. 
Now, of all the miniſters of vengeance, chm 
none with whom the devil deals ſo treacherouſly, as 
with thoſe wbom he employs in executing the miſ- 
chievous purpoſes of an angry miſtreſs ; for no ſooner 
i; revenge executed on an offending lover, than it is 
are to be repented, and all the anger which before 
raged againſt the beloved object, returns with * 
1 on the head of his aſſaſſin. 
N Matthews, therefore, no ſooner . that 
4 Bo 


Chap. 8. AM E L I A. 237 


Booth was killed, (for ſo was the report at firſt, and 
by a colonel of the army), than ſhe immediately con- 
clnded it to be James. She was extremely ſhocked 
with the news, and her heart inſtantly began to re- 
lent. - All the reaſons on which ſhe had founded her 


love, recurred in the ſtrongeſt and livelieſt colours to 
her mind, and all the cauſes of her hatred ſunk down 


and diſappeared; or if the leaſt remembrance of any 
thing which had diſobliged her remained, her heart 
became his zealons advocate, and ſoorr ſatisfied her 


that her own fates were more to be blamed than he, 


and that, without being a villain, he could have acted 
no otherwiſe than he had done. 

In this temper of mind, ſhe looked on herſelf as the 
murderer of an innocent man, and what to her was 
much worſe, of the man ſhe had loved, and ſtill did 
love with all the violence imaginable. She looked on 
James as the tool with which ſhe had done this murder; 
and as it is uſual for people who have raſhly or inad- 
vertently made any animate or inanimate thing the 
inſtrument of miſchief, to hate the innocent means by 
which the miſchief was effected, (for this is a ſubtle 
method which the mind invents to excuſe ourſelves, 
the laſt objects on whom we would willingly wreck 
our vengeance;) ſo Miſs Matthews now hated and 
curſed James as the efficient cauſe of that act which 
ſhe herſelf had contrived, and laboured to ng into 
execution. 

She ſat down, therefore, i in a furious agitation, little 
ſhort of — and wrote the following letter: 


c 1 be d will fd you in the bande of juſtice, 
6 for the murder of one of the beſt of friends that 
« ever man was bleſt with. In one ſenſe, indeed, he 
© may ſeem to have deſerved his fate, by chufing a 
fool for his friend; for who but a fool would have 
© believed what the anger and rage of an injured 
* woman ſuggeſted? a ſtory ſo improbable, that 1 
« —_— ſcarce be thought 1 in earneſt when I mention - 
66 it 


Know then, cruel wretch, that poor Booth loved 


FFF 
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2 N as much falchood, 
as | was in what I told you concerning him. 
If this knowledge —— you 22 * is no 
more than you have made 
. The unhappy 
: * F. Marrurws.” 


of - 


n 
Being the laſt chapter of the fifth book. 


WER E ſball- now return to Colonel James and Mr 
Booth, who walked together from Colonel 
Bath's lodging with much -more peaceable intention 
than that gentleman had conjectured, who dreamed 
of nothing but fwords and guns, and implements of 
The bird-cage walk in the Park was the ſcene ap- 
pointed by James for unburthening his mind. Thi- 
ther they came, and there James acquainted Booth 
with all that which the reader knows already, and 
gave him the letter which we have inſerted at the end 
of the luſt chapter. 55 
Booth expreſſed great eee at this relation, 
not without venting ſome deteſtation at the wicked - 
neſs of Miſs Matthews; upon which, James took bim 
up, faying, He ought not to ſpeak with ſuch abhor- 
rence of faults, which love for him had occaſioned. 
Can you mention love, my dear Colonel,” cried 
Booth, and ſuch a woman in the ſame breath! | 
© Yes, faith! can I,” ſays James, for the devil take 
me, if I know a more lovely woman in the world,” 
Here he began to deſcribe her whole perſon; but as 
we cannot infert all the deſcription, ſo we ſhall omit 
it all; and concluded with ſaying, * Curſe me, if I 
© don't think her the fineſt creatore in the univerſe. 
© I would give half my eſtate, Booth, ſhe loved me as 
well as the doth you. Though, on ſecond conſi - 
© deration, I believe I ſhould repent that bargain; for 
then, very poflibly, I ſhould not care a farthing for 
© her. 
vou will pardon. me, dear Colonel,” anſwered 
Booth; but to me there appears ſomewhat very ſin- 


* m your uy of thinking. Beauty is news. 
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the object of liking, great qualities of admiration, 
good ones of eſteem; but the devil take me, if I 
think any thing but love to be the object of love. 
ls there not ſomething too ſelfiſh,” replied James, 
in that opinion? but, without conſidering it in that 
light, is it not of all things the moſt inſipid ? all 


4 

oil! all ſugar! zounds! it is enough to cloy the 
6 
- 


ſharp-ſet appetite of a parſon. Acids ſurely are the 

moſt likely to quicken.” . 

' © do not love reaſoning in allegories,” cries Booth, 
but with regard to love 1 declare I never found any 
thing cloying in it. I have lived almoſt alone with 

my wife near three years together, was never tired 
with her company, nor ever withed for any other; 
and I am ſure, I never taſted any of the acid you 
mention to quicken my appetite.” 

This is all very extraordinary and romantic to 
me,” anſwered the Colonel. If 1 was to be ſhut 
up three years with the ſame woman, which Hea- 
ven forbid ! nothing, 1 think, could keep me alive, 
but a temper as violent as that of Miſs Matthews, 
As to love, it would make me fick to death, in the 
twentieth part of that time. If I was ſo condemn- 
ed, let me ſee, what would I wiſh the woman to 
be? I think no one virtue would be ſufficient. 
With the ſpirit of a tigreſs, I would have her be a 
prude, a ſcold, a ſcholar, a critic, a wit, a politi- 
cian, and a jacobite; and then, perhaps, eternal 
oppoſition would keep up our ſpirits; and withing 
one. another daily at the devil, we ſhould make 4 
ſhift to drag on a damnable Rate of life, without 
much ſpleen or vapours.” ; 


And ſo you do not intend,” cries Booth, c to break 
6 with this woman?“ 


Not more than I have already, if [ can help i it, 
anſwered the Colonel. 


And you will be reconciled to her? ſaid Booth. | 
8 Yeu, faith! will I, if 1 can, anſwered the Colo- 
nel.— hope you have no objection.“ | | 
None, my dear friend, ſaid Booth, unleſs on 
# your account.. 

l do believe you, ſaid the Colonel, and yet let 
: ny you, you are a very extragrdiiiary-man, * not 

to 


to deſire me to quit her on your own account. Up- 
on my ſoul, F begin to pity the woman, who hath 
placed her affe dion, perhaps, on the only man in 
England of your age, who would not return it. But 
for my part, I promiſe you, I like her beyond all 
other women; and whilſt that is the caſe, my boy, 
if her mind was as full of iniquity as Pandora's box 
was of diſeaſes, I'd hug her cloſe in my arms, and 
only take as much care as poſſible ts keep the lid 
down for fear of miſchief.—But come, dear Booth, 
ſaid he, © let us conſider your affairs; for am aſha- 
med of having neglected them fo long; and the 
* only anger I have againſt this wench is, es the 
6 was the cecaſion of it. 
Booth then acquainted the Colonel with the pros a 
miſes he had received from the noble Lord: upon 
which James ſhook him by the hand, and heartily 

_ wiſhed him joy, crying, I do aſſure you, if you have 
his intereſt, you will need no other; 1 did not know 

© you was acquainted with him.” | 

To which Mr Booth anſwered, that he was but a 
new acquaintance, and that he was e eke to 
him by a lady. a 
A lady?!” cries the Colonel, well, 1 = aſk 
© her name. You are a happy man, Booth, amongſt 
the women; and, I aſſure you, you could have no 
ſtronger recommendation. The peer loves the la- 
© dies, I believe, as well as ever Mark Antony did; 
6 wr it is not his fault, if he hath not ſpent as much 

them. If he once fixes his eye upon a wo- 

* — he will ſtick at nothing to get her.“ ; 
Ay. indeed ! cries Booth. Is that his Wn” 25 
Ap, faith! anſwered the Colonel, and the cha- 

* rafter of moſt, men beſides him. Few. of them, [ 
© mean, will ſtick at any thing beſide their money. 
« Juſque à la bourſe, is ſometimes the boundary of 
© love as well as friendſhip. And, indeed, I never 

knew any other man part with his money ſo very 
freely on theſe occaſions. Vou ſee, dear Booth, the 
* confidence I have in your honour.” 

© I hope, indeed, you have, cries Booth, «bt 
don't ſee what inſtance you now give me of that 
4 e 
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Have not I ſhown you,” anſwered James, where 


to every man in your ſituation, and all nme, 
* conſidered.” 


l am very ſorry, Sir, cries Booth very gravely, 5 
and turning as pale as death, you ſhould entertain 
a thought of this kind: a thought which hath al- 


© moſt frozen up my blood. I am unwilling to be- 
c lieve there are ſuch villains in the world; but there 


is none of them whom I ſhould deteſt half fo much 


as myſelf, if my own mind had ever ſuggeſted to me 
* a hint of that kind. I have taſted of ſome diſtreſſes 
of life, and I know not to what greater | may be 
driven; but my honour, I thank Heaven, is in my 
* 6wn power, and I can boldly ſay to Fortune, ſhe 
+ ſhall not rob me of it. 

Have I not exprefled that nn my dear 
Booth? anſwered the Colonel. And what you 
* ſay now well jullifies my opinion; for I do agree 


with you, that, conſidering all things, it would be 


* the highelt inſtance of dithonour.” 
« Diſhonour,, indeed!” returned Booth. What, 


to proltitute my wife Can I thiak there is ſuck 4 
* wretch breathing?“ | 


I don't know that,” ſaid the Colonel; · but I am 


. © ſure, it was very far from my intention to infinuare the 


* leaſt hint of any ſuch matter to you. Nor can 1 ima» 

£8 how you yourſelf could conceive ſuch a thought. 
The goods I meant, were no other than the charm» 
* ing perſon of Miſs Matthews; for whom | am convin- 


| > my Lord would bid a ſwinging price againſt me. 
ooth's countenance greatly cleared up at this de- 


tlaration, and he anſwered with a ſmile, that he hoped 
he need not give the Colonel any aſſurances on that 
head. However, though he was ſatisfied with regard 
to the Colonels ſuſpicions, yet ſome chimeras now 
aroſe in his brain, which gave him no very agreeable 
ſenfations, What theſe were the ſagacious reader 


may probably ſuſpect; but if he ſhould not, we may, 


perhaps, have occaſion to open them in the ſequel. 
Here we will put an end to this r and to che 
fiſth book of this my 
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0 may carry your goods to market? I can afſare 3 
* Non my friend, that is a ſecret I would not impart 
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Pancꝑyriet on beauty, with other grave matters. 


＋ HE Colonel and Bosch walked together to the 


wr 


EA a 


latter's lodging; for as it was not that day in 


Booth could not wait on the Colonel. 15 
When they arrived in Spring-Garden, Booth, to his 


the week in which all parts of the town are indifferent, 


Ts ſurpriſe, ſound no one at home but the maid, 


n truth Amelia had accompanied Mrs Elliſon and 
her children to his Lordfhip's ; for as her little girl 
ſhowed a great unwillingneſs to go without her, the 
fond mother was eaſily perſuaded to make one of the 


company. 


Booth had ſcarce uſtered the Colonel up to his 


apartment, when a ſervant from Mrs James knocked 
haſtily at the door. The lady not meeting with her 
hvſband at her return home, began to deſpair of him, 
and performed every thing which was decent on the 
occaſion. An apothecary was preſently called with 
Hartſhorn and Sal Volatile; a doctor was ſent for, and 


meſſengers were diſpatched every way; amongſt the 


reſt, one was ſent to enquire at the lodgings of his 
zuppoſed antagoniſt, 3 
__ be ſervant hearing that his maſter was alive and 
well above ſtairs, ran up eagerly to acquaint him with 
the dreadful ſituation in which he left his miſerable 
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Jady at home, and likewiſe with the occaſion of all 
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her diſtreſs, ſaying, chat his lady had been at her 
| brother's, and had there heard that his honour was 4 
killed in a duel by Captain Booth. | | 
The colonel ſmiled at this account, and bid the fer- <5 
vant make haſte back to contradi& it.— And then F 
turning to Booth, he ſaid, Was there ever ſuch-ano- 
ther fellow as this brother of mine 1 thought in- 
_ © deed his behaviour was ſomewhat odd at the time; 
N ſuppoſe he overheard me whiſper that I would 
give you ſatis faction, and thence concluded, we k 
went together with a deſign of tilting —D—n. the. 
fellow, I begin to grow heartily ſick of him, and 
* wiſk I could get well rid of him without cutting his 
throat, which I ſometimes apprehend. he will inſiſt 
* on my doing, as a return for my getting him made 
a lieutenant-colonel.” 5 
Whilſt theſe two gentlemen were commenting on 
the character of the third, Amelia and her company 
returned, and all preſently came up ſtairs, not only 
the children, but the two ladies, laden with trinkets 
as if they had been come from a fair. Amelia, whq 
had been "highly delighted all the morning with the __ 
exceſſive pleafore which her childrem enjoyed, when 
fle ſaw Colonet James with her bafband, an perceived 
the moſt manifeſt marks of that reconciliation, which 
fhe knew had been ſo long and ſo earneſtly wiſhed by 
Booth, became ſo tranſported with joy that her happi- 
neſs was ſcarce: capable of addition. Exerciſe had 
painted her face with vermilion; and the highelt 
good- humour had ſo ſweetened every feature, and a 
vaſt flow of ſpirits had ſo enlivened up her bright eyes, 
that — all a blaze of beauty. She ſeemed in: 
deed, as ſublime ly Arlene Eve, | 


; £«c ] d 8 
n With what all Earth or Heaven could beſtow * 
To make ber amiable“ — 8 


Again, 
« Grace was in all her ſteps, Heaven in her ere 
In ev'ry geſture, dignity and love.“ | 


Or, as Waller ſweetly, * leſs ſublimely, fingsy 
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went up to her huſband, and mad O my dear! 
| 


made the children produce their preſents, the value of 
which amounted to a pretty large ſum; for there was 
a gold watch amongit.the trinkets that coſt abo 
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. « Sweetneſs, truth, and every grace, $47.4 
Which time and uſe are wont to teach, 
The eye may in a moment reach, 
And read diſtinctly in her face.” 
Or to mention one poet more, and him of all the 
ſweeteſt, ſhe ſeems to be the very perſon of whom _ 
Suckling wrote the following lines, where, ſpeaking of 
Cupid, ſays, | 83 | ; * £ 


F 
” * 


4 —All his lovely looks, his pleaſing fires, 
All his ſweet motions, all his taking ſmiles, 
* All that awakes, all that inflames defires- 
All that ſweetly commands, all that-beguiles, 
* He does into one pair of eyes convey, _ 15 


And there begs leave that he bicſelf may ſtay.“ 


„ nt AE Go whe the nt 


room, and having paid her reſpects to the colonel, ſhe 


* never were any creatures ſo happy as your little 
* things have been this whole morning; and all 
4 was any 


s owing to my Lord's prone; ſure nev | 
thing ſo good-natured and ſo generous!” She then 


twenty guineas.. 


Inſtead of diſcovering ſo much ſalisfaction on this 
occation as Amelia expected, Booth. very gravely an- 


ſwered, And pray, my dear, bow are we to repay 
all theſe obligations to his Lordſhip? How can-you 


* aſk ſo ſtrange a queſtion ?* cries Mrs Elliſon, * bow 
© little do yon know of the ſoul of generoſity (for 
* ſure my couſin deſerves thai name) when yon call 


a a few little trinkets given to children, an obliga- 


tion? © Indeed, my dear,” cries Amelia. I would 
have ſtopped his hand, if it had been poſſible; nay 
I was forced at laſt abſolately to refuſe, or | be- 
© lieve he would have laid a hundred pound gut on 
© the children: for I never ſaw any one ſo fond of 
children, which convinces me he is one of the belt 
© of men. But 1 aſk your pardon, cotonel;” faid fhe, 


7 
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wraing to him, - J ſhould not entertain you with theſe | 


ſubjects; yet I know you have goodneſs enough to 
+ excuſe the folly of a mother. 

The Colonel made a very low aſſenting bow; and 
ſoon after they all ſat down to a ſmall repaſt; for the 
Colonel had promiſed Booth to dine with him when 
they firſt came home together; and what he had ſince 


8 from his own houſe, gave hic ſtill leſs inclina- 


tion than ever to repair thither. 
But, beſides both theſe, there was, a third = 


friend; and this was the defire of paſſing it with his. 


friend's wife. When the Colonel had firit ſeen Ame 


lia in France, ſhe was but ju recovered from a con- 


| _— habit, and looked pale and thin; beſides, his- 


ts with Miſs Bath at that time took total 
— ion of him, and guarded his heart from the im- 


preſſions of another woman; and when he had dined 


with her in town, the-vexations through which ſhe 
had lately paſſed, had ſome what deadened her beauty; 


beſides, he was then engaged, as we have ſeen, in a 


very warm purſuit of a new miſtreſs; but now he had 
no ſuch impediment : for though: the reader hath juſt 


before ſeen his warm declarations of a paſſion for Miſs. 


Matthews, yet it may be remembered that he had. 


been in poſſeſſion of her for above a fortnight and 


one of the happy properties of this kind of pathon i is, 


chat it can with equal violence love half a dozen, or: - 


-half a ſcore; different objects at one and the ſame 
mme. 


But indeed ſuch were the Fe diſplayed by 


Amelia, of which we endeavoured above to draw ſame 


_ faint reſemblance, that perhaps no other beauty could i 
have ſecured him from their influence. Aud here, to- 


confeſs a truth in his favour, however the grave, or 


rather the hypocritical part of mankind may cenſure. 
it. I am firmly perſuaded that to withdraw admiration 
X from exquiſite beauty, or to feel no delight in. gazing 
at it, is as impoſſible as to feel no warmth from the 
molt ſcorching rays of the fun. To run away is alk. 


that is in our power; and yet, in the former caſe, 


| © « alt be allowed. we have the power of running, 


1 3 | wa, 


dg inducement to him to paſs the day with his 


runity of offering the above hints; fince of all paſ- 


- 


— — 
. 
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away, it muſt be allowed alſo, that e the ; 
ſtrongeſt reſolution %. it: for when, ns 4 
den ays, 5; | 


40 All FP age eb ogy ON - 


| how natural is the deſire of going thither ! en 
: difficult to quit the lovely proſpect 
And yet, however difficult this may be, — young 
readers, it is abſolutely neceſſary, and that imme- 
diately too: flatter not yourſelves that fire will not 
ſcorch as well as warm, and the longer we ſtay within 
its reach, the more we ſhall burn. The admiration 
of a beautifia) woman, though the wife of our deareſt 
friend, may at firſt perhaps be innocent; but let us 
not flatter "ourſelves it will always remain ſo; defire 
is ſare to focceed; and wiſhes, hopes, deſigns; with - 
a long train of miſchiefs, tread cloſe at our heels. In 
affairs of this kind we may moſt. properly apply the 
well-known remark of nemo repente ſuit turpiſimus. 
It fares indeed with us on this occaſion, as with the 
_ unwary traveller in ſome parts of Arabia the Defarr, 
whom the treacherous ſands impereeptibly betray till 
he is overwhelmed' and loſt. In both cafes the only 
fafety is by withdrawing our feet the very | mo- 
ment we perceive them hiding. ; 
This digrefſion may appear impertinent to ſome 
yeaders; we could not, however, avoid the 


fions there is none againſt which we ſhould ſo ſtrongly 
fortify ourſelves as this, which is generally called 
love: for no other lays before us, eſpecially in the 
tumultuous days of youth, ſuch ſweet, ſuch ſtr 
and almoſt irrefiftible temprations; none hath pre- 
daced in private life ſuch fatal and lamentable trage- 
dies; and what is worſt of all, there is none to whoſe 
| poiſon and infatuation the beft of minds are ſo able. 
Ambition ſcarce ever produces any evil, but when it 
veigns in cruel and ſavage boſoms; and Avarice ſel- 
dom flouriſhes at all but in the bafeſt and pooreſ | ſoit. 
Love, on the contrary, ſpronts uſually up in the richeſt 
and nobleſt minds; but there, unleſs nicely . 
885 and cultivated, and * kept clear af 
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it branches forth into wildneſs and diſorder, — 
—_— deſireable, but choaks up and kills whatever 


and noble in the mind where it ſo abounds. 
. to drop the allegory, not only tenderneſs 
and good - nnre, but bravery, generoſity, and wary | 


virtue are otten made the inſtruments of effecti 


the moſt atrocious purpoſes. of this all-fubduing ty 
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a 
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_ Which awill not appear, we preſume, unnatural | to- als | 


. married readers. 


F the table of poor Booth afforded bur an ind. | 
ferent repaſt to the Colonel's hunger, bere was 
molt excellent entertainment of a- much higher kind. 
The Colonel began now to wonder within himſelf at 
his not having before diſcovered ſuch incomparable 
beauty and excellence. This wonder 'was indeed fo 
natural, that leſt it ſhould ariſe likewife in the reader, 
we thought proper to give the ſolution of it in the Pre- 
— chapter. 
During the firſt two hawk the Colonel ſealed ever 
bad his 55 off from Amelia; for he was taken by 
ferpriſe, and his heart was gone before he ſuſpected 


| himſelf to be in any danger. His mind, however, no 


fooner ſuggeſted a certain ſecret to him, than it ſug- 
ſome degree of prudence ro him at the” ſame 
time; and the knowledge that he had thoughts to“ 


conceal, and the care of concealing them, had birth 


at one and the ſame inſtant. During the reſidue of 
the day therefore, he grew more cirgumſpect, and 
contented himſelf with now and then ſtealing a look 
by chance, eſpecially as the more than ordinary gra- 


vity of Booth made him fear that his former behaviour 
bad betrayed to Booth's obſervation the great and 


ſudden liking he had conceived for his wife, e ven before 
de had obſerved it in himſelf. TE 
Amelia continued the whole day in the higheſt 1 
Its and higheft good humour imaginable; never once 
emarking tha: appearance of diſcontent in men 
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band, of which the Come bed abe novice g 0 
much more quick-ſighted, as we have ſomewhere elſe 
hinted, is guilt than innocence. Whether Booth had 
in reality made any ſuch abſervations on the Colonel's 
behaviour as he had ſuſpected, we will not undertake 
to determine ; yet ſo far may be material to fay, as 
we: can. with fufficient. certainty, that the change in 
Booth's behaviour that day from what was uſual with 
him, was remarkable enough. None of his former 
vivacity. appeared in his converſation ; and his coun- 
tenance was altered from being the picture of ſweetneſs 
and good humour, not indeed to ſourneſs or moroſe- 
neſs, but to TT and melancholy. * 

Though the Colonel's ſuſpicion had the effect which 
we have mentioned on his. behaviour, yet it could 
not perſuade him to depart. In ſhort, he fat in his 

0 as if confined to it by enchantment, ſtealing 
looks now and then, and humouring his growing, 
2 without having command enough over his 
to carry bim out of the room, tilt decency at 
laſt forced him to put an end to his prepoſterous viſit. 
When the huſband and wife were left alone together, 
the latter reſumed the ſubje& of her children, and gave 
Booth a particular narrative of all that had paſſed at 
bis lordſhip's, which he, though ſomething had. certain- 
diſconcerted him, affected to receive with all the 
pleaſure he could; and this affeQation, however auk- 
wardly be acted his part, paſſed very well on Amelia; 
r ſhe could not well. conceive a diſpleaſure, of which. 
had not the leaſt hint of any. cauſe ; and indeed, 


at a time when, from his reconciliation. with James, 


me imagined her huſband to be en and perfectly 


happy. 


The greateſt part of chat night Booth paſt awake; 
| and if during the reſidue be. might be ſaid to ſleep, 
he could ſcarce be ſaid to enjoy repoſe z his eyes were 
no ſooner claſed, than he was purſued and haunted by 
the moſt {| rightful and terrifying dreams, which threw 
him into ſo reſtleſs a condition, that he ſoon diſturbed 
bis Amelia, and greatly alarmed ber with apprehen- 
Fons that he been ſeized by ſome dreadfu}|dif- 
* ne not he * n a ferer 


2 * 
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by any extraordinary heat, or any oer indication, 
bot was rather colder than aſual. 
As Booth affared his wife that he was very well 
but found no inclination to ſleep, the likewiſe bid 
adieu to her ſlumbers, and attempted to entertain 
him with her converſation. Upon which his Lords - 
| ſhip occurred as the firſt topic; and the repeated to 
him all the tories which ſhe had heard from Mrs El- 
liſon, of the peer's goodneſs to his fiſter and ne- 
phew and niece. * It is impoſſible,” my dear,” ſays 
ſhe, to deſcribe their fondneſs for their uncle, whick . 
is to me an inconteſtible fign of a parent's good- 
© nefs,”——In this manner ſhe ran on for ſeveral mi- 
nutes, concluding at laſt, that it was a'pity ſo very few 
had ſuch generous minds joined to immenſe fortunes. 
Booth, inſtead of making a dire& anſwer to what 
Amelia had ſaid, cried coldly, But do you think, 
* my dear, it was right to accept all thoſe expenfive 
. * toys which the children brought home? and I aſk 
* you again, what return are we to make for theſe 
obligations?“ 
. * Indeed, my dear, er Anal you ſee this 
matter in too ſerious a light. bi am the laſk 
« perſon in the world who would Jeflen his lord{hip's. 
* goodneſs, (indeed 1 ſhall always think we are both. 
© infinitely obliged to him,) yet ſure you muſt allow 
* the expeucr io ve a w teiſſe to . Z rat formncs,. 
As for return, his own benevolence, in the fatisfac- - 
tion it receives, more than repays itſelf, FI 
convinced he expects no other.“ | 
Very well, my dear, cries Booth, . yow ſhalt | 
0 have it your way : I muſt confeſs 1 never yet ſaw 
any reaſon to blame your difcernment ; and perhap- 
© I have been in the wrong to give mytelf ſo much 
« unecaſineſs on this account.? ; 
_ © Uneafineſs, Child!” faid Amelia Good 
© Heavens! hath this made you v It 5 
I do own it hath,” anſwered Booth, and it hath. 
« been the only cauſe of breaking wy repoſe.” 
Why then I wiſh,” cries As,” © all the things. 
© had been at the devil, before ever the children had 
F S In 
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_ ©, miſe yn, hey: ſhall never mere accept the value of 

1a a farthing—lf, upon this occaſion, I have been the 

©. cauſe of your uneaſineſs, you will do me the Jultice : 

. - Hp believe that I was totally innocent.” - 

At thoſe words Booth caught her in his arms, and 

8 the tendereſt embrace, emphatically repeating 
the word inngcent, cried,—* Heaven forbid 1 ſhould 


2 that ever bleſſed a man.. 

Well but,” ſaid ſhe ſmiling, * do dont my 4 | 

; « oh truth; I promiſe you, I won't blame you nor 
=” diſeſteem you for it; but is not pride 3 at the 

bottom of this fear of an obligation | $5 ; ; 

Perhaps it may,” anſwered” he, or if you Ca 

vou may call it fear. I own I am afraid of obliga- 

« tions as the work kind of debts; for I have gene». 

, *. rally obſerved thoſe who confer them, expeQ to * 

t $ repaid ten thouſand fold. | 
Here ended all that is material of [thei üer: 

and a, little time afterwards, K th fell. faſt aſleep 
in one another's arms; from time Booth. — | 
| po more. nor any. are! e 


- _ +; Their repoſe however had been ſo much. diſturbed 
a in the former part of the night, that as it was * | 
| late before they enjoyed that fweet ſleep I haye ju 

mentioned, they lax a»bed. the next. day till noon, 
when they both roſe with. the utmoſt 3 3 
and while Amelia beſtirted herſelf in the affairs of her 
family, Booth went to viſit the wounded Colonel. 
He found that gentleman ſtill proceeding very faſt 

a 5 his recovery, with which he was more pleaſed than 
he bad reaſon to be with his reception; the Co- 
lonel received him very coldly indeed, and when Booth 
told him he had received perfect ſatisfaction from. his 
brother, Bath erected his head; and anſwered with a 

> . " ſneer, Very well, Sir, if you think theſe matters can 
8 « be ſo made up, d—n me, if it is any buſineſs of 
* mine. My dignity hath not been, injured.” | 1 
No one, I believe,” cries Beoth, dare i injure 4 
Lou believe ſo ?' ſaid the Colonel, I think, Sir, 
ee e it; but this, at leaſt, you 


- may 
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' © think otherwise. O thou art the beſt of creatures | 
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« may be aſſured of, that if any man did, Cots of 
tumble him down the precipice of hell, d- 
that you may be aſſured of. 


Ae, 


As Booth found the Colonel in this S$fpoſition, * 


had no great inelination to len 


gthen out his viſit, nor 


did the Colonel himſelf ſeem to deſire it; ſo he ſoon” 
returned back to his Amelia, whom he found per- 
forming the office of a cook, with as much 1 ab 


a fine lady code enjoys in —_ herſelf out for 


A ball. 


B 
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FA which the hiftory looks a little backwards. 


EFORE we proceed farther in -our iter), we 
ſhall recount a ſhort ſcene to our reader which 


F. I 


paſſed between Amelia and Mrs Elliſon whilſt Booth 
was on his viſit to Colonel Bath. We have already 
obſerved, that Amelia had conceived an extraordinary 
affection for Mrs Bennet, which till increaſed every 


time ſhe ſaw her; ſke thought ſhe diſcovered” ſomes | 
and gentle in her countenance ' 
n defirous of n ber 


thing wonderfully 
and diſpoſition, 
whole hiſtory. - 


nd wa 


She had a very ſhort i interview with that ally this 


morning i in Mrs Etiſon's apartment. As ſoon there- - 
fore as Mrs Bennet was gone, Amelia acquainted Mrs 


Elliſon with the good opinion ſhe had conceiyed of 


her friend, and likewiſe with ber curioſity to know her 
ſtory: «for there muſt be ſomething uncommonly good? 
ſaid the, in one who can ſo truly mourn for a haf. 


* band above three years after his death | 
O, cries Mrs Elliſon, * to be ſure the 1 muſt ; 

« allow ber to have been one of the beſt of wives. 

* And indeed, upon the whole, ſhe is a 


good ſort of 


woman; and what I hke her the beſt for is a ſtrong 
« reſemblance that ſhe bears to yourſelf in the form 


* of her perfon, and ſtill more in her voice. But for 
* my own part, I know nothing 


the daughter of a clergyman, had little or no for- 
* tune, and married a poor puttin for-lovey * 
475 2 


remarkable in her 
fortune, unlefs what I have told you, that ſhe was 


2 
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cher in the utmoſt diſtreſs. If you pleaſe, I will bew 
< yoo a letzer which tbe writ to me at that time, though 


= I infilt upon your promiſe never to mention it to her; 
indeed, you will be the firſt perſon I ever — 26 


to.“ She then opened her ſcrutore, and taking out 
the letter delivered it to Amelia, ſaying, There, Ma- 
dam, is, Ne A e rer r eee 

* well be drawn.“ | 


: © Dear Madam, | | 

* 4 I have no other friend on earth but yourlelh | 
*« hope you will pardon my writing to you at this 
« ſeaſon; though I do not know that you can relieve 
* my diſtreſſes, or if you can, have I any pretence to 
« expedt that you ſhould. My poor dear, O Heavens! 
1% —my——lies dead in the houſe; and after I had 
v procured ſufficient to bury him, a ſet of ruffians 
% have entered my houſe, ſeized all IJ have, have ſei- 
% ed his dear, dear corpſe, and threaten to deny it 
4 borial. For Heaven's ſake, ſend me, at leaſt, ſome 
* advice; little Tommy ſtands now by me, crying for 
* bread, which I have not to give him. I can ſay no 


«6 more than hat J am, Your moſt diſtreſſed humble 
< ſervant, - 


-_ 


. "c M. Bun zx.“ 


| W the Nen er twice, * a 
* it, with tears in her eyes, aſked how the poot 
. creature could poſſibly get through ſuch diftreſs. 

Jou may depend upon it, Madam,“ ſaid Mrs 
Elliſon, the moment I read this account, I poſted 
© away immediately to the lady. As to the ſeizing 


' © the body, that I found was a mere bugbear ; but 


< all the reſt was hterally true. I ſent. — 
« for the ſame gentleman that I recommended to Me 
Booth, left the care of burying the corpſe to him, 


and brought my friend and her little boy immedi- 


* ately away to my own houſe, where ſhe rem 

. +. ſome months in the moſt miſerable condition, I 
. © then prevailed with her to retire into the country, 
and procured her a lodging with a friend at St 
© Edmundibury, the air and gaiety of which place by 


SO POTION and ſhe returned in abon 


1 


* 


een 
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6 « wig n, e I chink, as the is 
dl at preſent,* . - 
I am almoſt afraid "to alk,” cries Amelia; and 
yet I long, methinks, to know, what is become of the 
poor little boy.“ N 
fle hath been dead,” ſaid Mrs Elliſon, * little 
more than Half a year; and the mother lamented - 
him at firſt almoſt as much as ſhe did ber buſband ; | 
but I found it indeed rather an eaſier matter to com- 
fort her, though I ſat up with her near a Drrnight 
upon the latter occaſion.” | 
Lou are a good creature, laid Amelia, and! love 
« you dearly.* 
Alas! Madam,” cries ſhe, * hes could . have. 
done, if it had not heen for the goodneſs of chat 
© beſt of men, my noble couſin ! His Lordſhip: no 
«* ſooner heard of the widow's diſtreſs from me, than 
he immediately ſettled one hundred and fifty pounds | 
* a year upon her during her life, 5 
* Well! how noble, how generous was chat 1 faid 


Amelia. I declare [ begia to, love your owa. Mrs 
Elli ſon.“ | 


* And I declare if you do,” anſwered the, * there 
© is no love loſt, I verily believe; if you. had heard 
« 2 I heard him ſay yeſterday behind ee 
* back.” 

Why, what did he ſay, Mrs Ellicon?| cite 
Amelia. | | 

He faid,* fend the other, that you was the 
* fineſt woman his eyes ever beheld. —Ab ! it is in 
* vain to wiſh, and yet I cannot help wiſhing 09. 
© O Mrs Booth! if you had been a ſingle woman, I 
* firmly believe I could have made you the happieſt - 
* in the world. And J ſincerely think, I never, ſaw a 
woman who deſerved it more.” 7 

I am obiiged to you, Madam, cries Amelia, * for 
your good opinion; 8 I really look on myſelf. 
© already as the happieſt woman in the world. Our 
* circumſtances, it. is true, might have been a little 

more fortunate; but, O my dear Mrs Elliſon, what © 
fortune can be put in the balance with ſuch a huſ · 
band as mine? © | 
W 75 +. S | © Iam 
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lam afraid, dear Madam, anſwered Mrs Elliſon, 


© you wauld not hold the ſcale fairly.— I acknow- 


* ledge, indeed, Mr Booth is a very pretty gentleman; 
Heaven forbid 1 ſhould endeavour to leſſen him in 
_ © your opinion; yet, if F was to be brought to con - 
feſſion, I could not help ſaying, I ſee where the ſu- 


« periority lyes, and that the men have more reaſon 


to envy Mr Booth, than the women have, to envy 


© his lady. | | | 
© © Nay, I will not bear this, replied Amelia, Tou 


+ will forfeit all my love, if you have the leaſt diſre- 


© ſpecful opinion of my huſhand;.—You do not know 


him, Mrs Elliſon, he is the beſt, the kindeſt, the 
* worthielt of all his ſex. I have obſerved indeed once 


or twice before that you have taken ſome diſlike to 
© him; I cannot conceive for what reaſon. If he bath 
© ſaid or done any thing to diſoblige yon, I am ſore 


I can juſtly acquit him of defign. His extreme 
. © vivacity makes him ſometimes a little too beedleſs; 
but, I am convinced, a more innocent heart, or 


4 one more void of offence, was never in a human 
8 bo D ; \ & " 7 3 
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- * Nay, if you grow ſerious,” cries Mrs Elliſon, . 1 


have done. How is it poſſible you ſhould ſuſpect l 


6 have taken any diſlike to a man, to whom 1 have al- 
« ways ſhewn ſo perfect a regard! but to fay I think 
© him, or almoſt any other man in the world, worthy 


of yourſelf, is not within my power with truth. And 


ſince you force the confeſſion from me; I declare, I 
think ſuch beauty, ſuch ſenſe, and ſuch goodneſs 
© united, might aſpire without vanity to the arms of 
© any monarch in Europe.“ | | 


Alas! wy dear Mrs Elliſon,” anſwered Amelia, 


© do you think happineſs and a crown! ſo cloſely 


united! how many miſerable women have lain in 
„the arms of kings Indeed, Mrs Ellifbn, if I had 


all the merit you compliment me with, I ſhould 


think it all fully rewarded with ſuch a man as, I 
_ © thank Heaven, hath fallen to my lot; nor would I, 


*- 
= 


upon my ſoul, exchange that lot with any queen in 
the univerſe,” Ys 9 N 
| ; q Well, 
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Well, there are enow of our ſex,” ſaid Mrs Elli- * 


' ſon, to keep you in countenance; but I ſhall never 


forget the beginning of a ſong of Mr Congreve's, 
that my huſband was ſo fond ot, that he was * 
ſinging it. | 
« Love's but a frailty of the mind. 
% When tis not with ambition join d.“ DEE 
c Love without intereſt makes but an unſavoury diſh, in 
© my opinion.” 
« And pray how long hath this been \ your opinion 


ſaid Amelia, ſmiling. 


Ever fince IL was born,” anſwered Mrs Elliſon, _. 
« at leaſt, ever fince I can remember.” _ . 
And have you never,” ſaid Amelia, « deviated from 

* this generous way of thinking ?” 
_ © Never once,” anſwered the other, * in the whole 
* courſe of my life.” 7 | 
O Mrs Elliſon! Mrs Elliſon!“ cries Amelia, 5 
* why doswe ever blame thoſe who are diſingenuous in 
confeſſing their faults, when we are ſo often alhai 
to own ourſelves in the right. Some women now in 


* confidantes of them; but I never defire to know - 
*- more of the ſecrets of others, than they are pleaſed 
to entruſt me with. You mult believe, however, 
that I ſhould not have given you theſe hints of my 
knowing all, if I had diſapproved of your choice, 
On the contrary, I affure you, I highly approve it. 
The gentility he wants, it will be eaſy in your power 
* to procure for him; and as for his good qualities, I 
* will myſelf be bound for them; and I make not the 
* leaſt doubt, as you have owned to me yourſelf that 

* you have placed your affeclions on him, you will be 
one of the happieſt women in the world.“ 


Upon my honour,” cries Mrs Elliſon, very grave- - 


ly, © I do not underſtand one word of what you 
* mean,” 
« Upon my honour, u aſtoniſh me,” dad Amelia, 
but I have done. 5 5 
£ Nay then, ſaid the other, * Link upon knowing | 
* what you mean. 
Z 2 4 Why, : 
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hy, what can I mean,” anſwered Amelia, but 


your marriage with Serjeant Atkinſon ?? 


5 With Serjeant Atkinſon ?? cries Mrs Elliſon eager- | 


Iy, my marriage with a ſerjeant! 
Well, with Mr Atkinſon then, 


_ * ſon, if you pleaſe; for ſo I hope to ſee him? 


And have you really no better opinion of me, ſaid 


Mrs Elliſon, © than to imagine me capable of ſuch 


© condefcenſion ?: what have I done, dear Mrs Booth, 


. © to deſerve fo low a place in your eſteem ? I find, in- 


© deed, as Solomon ſays, Women ought to watch the © 
door of their. lips. How little did b. that a 
© little harmleſs freedom in diſcourſe, couſd perfuade 


any one that I could entertain a ſerious intention of | 


t diſgracing my family! for of a very good family 
% 3 I aſſure you, Madam, IN. I now let 
© lodgings. Few of my lodgers, I believe, ever came 
„„ „„ L3G. ih tins EE, 5 7 

II I have offended you, ray va ſaid Amelia, 
© 1 am very ſorry, and aſk your 4g. but belides 
© h | heard from yourſelf, Mr Booth told me.” _ 


2 '% 0 Fes, anſwered Mrs Elliſon, Mr Booth, 1 
© know, is a very good friend of mine: Indeed, 1 


* know you better than to think it could be your 
© own ſuſpicion.—I am very much obliged to Mr 
Booth truly! | EE, 


ay, cries Amelia, the Serjeant bimſelf is in 


fault; for Mr Booth, L am poſitive, only repeated 


hat he had from him.“ 


"+ Impudent coxcomb !* cries Mrs Elliſon.” « ſball 


© know how to keep ſuch fellows at a proper diſtance 


* for the future—1 will tell you, dear Madam, all that 


happened. When I roſe this morning, I found the 


© fellow waiting in the entry; and as you had exprefſed 
« ſome regard for him as your foſter-brother, nay, he 


is a very genteel fellow that I muſt own, I ſcolded 


e my maid. for not ſhewing him into my fittle back- 
room; and then I aſked him to walk into the par- 


© Jour, Could 1 have imagined he would have con- 
* ſtrued ſuch little civility into an encouragement?” 
ice done to my poor brother 

5 f Ae too, 
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too, ſaid Amelia. J myſelf have ſeen vou * 
him mich greater encoura t than that. 

Well, perhaps I have, ſaid Mrs Elliſon. 1 avs * 
| © been always too unguarded in my ſpeech, and can- 
* not anſwer for all I have ſaid.” She then began to 

change her note, and, with an affected laugh, turn- 
ed all into ridicule; and ſoon afterwards, the two 


Jadies ſeparated, both in apparent good-humour ; and 


Amelia went about thoſe domeſtic offices, in which Mr 


Booth found AG Rs of the preceding _ 


_—_— 
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Containing a very extraordinary incident. Fi 


IN the 1 Mr Booth, with Amelia and * 


children, went to refreſh. themſelves in the Park. 


The converſation now turned on what paſſed in the 
morning with Mrs Elliſon, the latter part of che dia- 
logue, I mean, recorded in the laſt chapter. Amelia 


told her huſband, that Mrs Elliſon ſo ſtrongly deed 


all intentions to marry the ſerjeant, that ſhe had con- 
vinced her the poor fellow was under an errpr, and 
had miſtaken a little too much levity for ſerious en- 
couragement ; and eoneluded, by defiring Booth, not 
to jeſt with her any more on that ſubjeQ, . 

Booth burſt into a laugh, at what his wife aid. 
* My dear creature, ſaid he, bow eaſy is thy ho- 


* nelty and ſimplicity. to be impoſed on ! how little 


* doſt thou gueſs at the art and falſehood of women 1 


l knew a young lady, who, againſt: her father's con- 
* ſent, was married to a brother officer of mine. And 


as I often uſed to walk with her, (for 1 knew her fa- 
ther intimately well), the would of her own accord 
take frequent. occafions to ridicule and vilify her 


* huſband (ſor ſo he was at the time) and expreſſed 


great wonder and indignation at the report which 
* the allowed to prevail, that ſhe ſhould: condeſcend 
ever to look at ſuch: a fellow, with any other deſign 
than of laughing at, and deſpiſing him. The mar- 
* riage afterwards, became publicly owned, and the 


* lady was reputably brought to bed. Since which, 
Z 3 7 EY : have | 
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T hbave often ſect her ; nor bath ſhe ever appeared 
to be in the leaſt aſhamed'of what the had formerly 
© ſaid, though, indeed, I believe TO Ls n Bs 
for having heard it 
© © But for what reaſon,” cries Amelia, * ſhould ſhe 
deny a fact, when ſhe muſt be ſo certain of * 
V2 covering it, and that immediately? 

I cannot anſwer what end ſhe may propoſe? faid 
Booth: Sometimes one would be almoſt perſuaded 


t © that there was a pleaſure in lying itſelf. But this [ 
nam certain, that | would believe the honeſt ſerjeant 


on his bare word, ſooner than I would fifty Mrs El- 
liſons on oath. ' I am convinced he would. not have 
© ſaid what he did to me, without the ſtrongeſt en- 
« couragernent ; and, I think, after what we have been 
both witnelſes to, it requires no great confidence in 
his veracity, to give him an unlimited credit with 
- * regard to the lady's behaviour. 

To this Amelia made no reply; and thay Gfeourel 
| cher matters during the remainder of 7 ples 
Jant walk. © 

When they returned home, Amelia was forpriſed 
to find an appearance of diſorder in her apartment. 
Several of the trinkets, which his lordſtip had given 
the children, lay about the room; and a ſuit of her 
own Toth, which ſhe had left in her en was 
now diſplayed upon the bet. 1 
She immediately ſummoned her little 8550 up dul, 
Who, as ſhe paint perceived the moment ſhe came up 
With a candle, had half cried her eyes out ; for though 
the girl had opened the door to them, as it was al- 
moſt dark, ſhe had not taken any 225 1 this phe: 
enon in her countenance. 

The girl now fell down upon hee E edel. 
——* For Heaven's fake, Madam, do not be angry 
4 — me. Indeed, I was left alone in the houſe; and 

opens Any Arp at the door, 1 opened it, 
1 am fare thinking no harm. I did not know but 
* it might have been you, or my maſter, or Madam 
Enlliſon; and immediately as I did, the rogue burſt 
in and ran directly up ſtairs, and what he hath rob- 
"63 bed you en but 1 e 
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« help it: for he was a great ſwinging man, with a 
\ piſtol in each hand; and, if I had dared to call 
to be ſure he would have kilted- me. I am ſure 


« was never in ſuch a fright in my born days, wheres | 


© of Lam hardly come to myſelf yet. 1 believe he is 


„ 


0 12 heal yet; for 1 never ſaw him 4 


out. 


Amelia diſcovered) ſome little alan at this n- , 
tive, but much leſs than many other ladies would have 


ſhewn : for a fright is, I believe, ſome time laid hold 


of as an opportunity of diſcloſing ſeveral charms pe- 


culiar to chat otcafion;' and un, E s Mr bun . 
ſays of certain virtues, 


| ——* ſhun the day, and ly 3 | 
*« In the ſmooth ſeaſons, and the calms of life, | 


Booth having opened the wihdow; eee | 


in two chairmen to his aſſiſtance, proceeded to ſearch 


the houſe; but all to no purpoſe; the thief was flown; 
though the Poor girl, in her ſtate WY had not 


ſeen him efcape. 
But now a a a ppeared which greatly tur⸗ 


priſed both Booth and Amelia; indeed 1 believe: it Will 


have the ſame effect on the reader; and this was; that 
the thief had taken nothing with him. He had indeed 
tumbled oves all 
children's toys, but left all behind him. 

Amelia was ſcarce more 'pleaſed than aſtoniſhed at 
this diſcovery, and re-examined the girl, aſſuring her 
of an abfolute pardon; if ſhe conf the truth, but 
grievouſly —_—— her if ſhe was found guilty of 
the leaſt falſehood. * As for a thief, child? fays the, 
© that is certainly not true; you have had 


_ © with you, to whom you have been ſhewing anne 


therefore tell me plainly who it was.“ 
T be girl proteſted in the ſolemneſt manner that ſhe 


larly as to the piſtols x concerning which, being ſtriet· 


's and Amelia's clothes, and che a 


not the perſon]; but as to ſome cireumſtanees, ſhe 
began to vary à little from her firſt account, particu- 


ly examined by Booth, ſhe at laſt cried, + To be 


__ * ſure, Sir, he muſt have had piſtols about him And 
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ſhe now confeſſed, that he had aſked at the door for 
her maſter and miſtreſs; and that at his deſire the had 
wen him up airs, where he at firſt ſaid he would | 
ſtay till their return home; but, indeed, cried ſhe, 
< Lthought no harm; for he looked like a gentleman- 
© like ſort of man. And indeed, ſo 1 thought he 
© was for a good while, whereof he ſat down and 
© behaved himſelf very civilly, till he ſaw ſome of 
* maſter's and miſs's things upon the cheſt of drawers; 
6 whereof he cried, Hey-day ! what's here? and then 
z he fell to tumbling about the things like any mad. 
© Then I thinks, thinks I to myſelf, to be ſure he is a 
. highwayman, whereof I did not dare to ſpeak to 
him: for I knew Madam Elliſon and her maid was 
gone out, and what eonld ſuch a poor girl as I do 
© againſt a great ſtrong man? and beſides, thinks I, 
. hath got piſtols about him, though 1 
cannot indeed, Frome L will not do for the world) 
take my bible-oath that I ſaw any; yet to be ſure he 
would have ſoon pulled them out, and ſhot me dead, 
= I had ventured to have ſaid any thing to offend 
= m. | 
© | know not w. 8 af this, crjes Booth, 
| The poor girl, I verily believe, ſpeaks to the belt of 
* her knowledge. A thief it 2 not be; for he 
hath not taken the leaſt thin | it is plain ha 
had the girl's watch in his If it had been 
4a bailiff, ſurely he would have Raid till our return. 
<. I can conceive no other from the girl's account, than 
that it muſt have been ſome madman, — ——  —_ 
O good Sir,” ſaid the girl, now you mention it, 
1 if he was not a thief, to be fure he muſt have been a 
« madman ; for indeed be. looked, and 8 him- 
« ſelf. too, very much like a madman: now I re- 
member it, he talked to himſelf, and faid- many 
© ſtrange kind of words, that I did not underſtand. 
c Indeed, he looked altogether as-I have ſeen people 
in Bedlam: beſides, if he was not a madman, What 
good could tt do him to * the things all about 
© the room, in ſuch a manner? and he ſaid ſomething 
too about my maſter, juſt before he went down ſtairs; 
1 5 n 3 e e, 
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* larly ; but I am ſore they were 4 words; he 
« ſaid he would de for him, 1 am fure he ſaid that, 
and other Wicked det words ee if 1 I could "oe 
think of chem! 
Upon my word,” ſaid Booth, : this bs the moſt 
« probable conjecture; but ſtill I am puzzled to con- 
( ceive who it ſhould be: for I have no madman to 
my knowledge of my acquaintance; and, it fee 
© as the girl ſays, he afked for me. e then to 
to the child, and aſked her if the was certain of” that 
circumſtance. _ 
The poor maid, Ae 2 nete hefftation, hſwered; 
© Indeed, Sir, I cannot be very poſitive; for the — 4 
© he threw me into afterwards, drove. every, thing al a 
© moſt out of my mind.“ f 
Well, whatever he was, cries Amelia, I ar 
glad the conſequence is no worſe ;” but let this be 4 
warning to you, little Betty, and teach you to take 
more care for the future. If ever you thould be 
left alone in the houſe again, be ſure to let no per. 

* ſons in, without firſt Jooking out at the window, and 
feeing who they are. I promifed not to chide you 
any more on this occaſion, and E will keep my 9 
but it is very plain you deſired this perſon to walk - 

up into our apartment, which was very won a 
© our abſence? 83 
Betty was going to anſwer but Amelia would' wok 
let ber, ſaying; * Don't attempt to excuſe yourſelf; © 
for I mortally hate a liar, and can forgive aby. faut 
* ſooner than falſehood. | 
The poor girl then ſubmitted; and now Adels, 
with her aſſiſtante, began to replace all-things in their 
order; and little Emily, hogging her watch with great 
fondneſs, declared the would never part with n 
more. | 
Thus ended this odd Aenne not entirely to the 
ſatisfaction of Booth: for, belides his curioſity, which, 
when thoroughly rouſed, is a very troubleſome paſſion, 
he had, as is, I believe, uſual with all perſons in his 
circumſtarices, ſeveral doubts and apprehenſions of be 
knew not what. Indeed, fear is never more hearty; 
n not n, * 
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on ſuch N the mind is ever employed in raifin 


a thouſand bugbears and phantoms, much more d 


ful than any realities, and, like children, when they 
tell _ of oe hag ſeems induſtrious. in nin 


e Je. H 4 p. v. 
- © Containing ſome matters not very unnatural. 


ATTERS were ſcarce ſooner reduced into 
1 order and decency, than a violent knocking 
was heard at the door, ſuch indeed as would have per- 


8 ſuaded any one not accuſtomed to the ſound, that the 


8 was returned in the higheſt ſpring · tide of * 
fury. 
Inſtead, however, of ſo diſagreeable an appearance, 
a very fine lady preſently came into the room, no other 
indeed than Mrs James herſelf; for ſhe was reſolved 
to. ſhow Amelia, by the ſpeedy return of her viſit, 

how unjuſt all her accuſations had been of any failure 
in the duties of fricad{hip; ſhe had moreover another 
reaſon to accelerate this viſit, and that was, to con- 
gratulate her friend on the event of the du 1 1 188 
Colonel Bath and Mr Booth. | 

The lady had fo well profited by Mrs Booth's re- 
monſirance, that ſhe bad now no more of that ſtiffneſs 
and formality which ſhe had worn on a former occa- 
ſion. On the contrary, ſhe now behaved with the ut- 
moſt freedom and good-bumour, and made herſelf ſo 
agreeable, that Amelia was highly pleaſed and 
delighted with her company. 
An incident happened during this viſit, chat may 
appear to ſome too inconſiderable in itſelf to be re- 
corded; and yet, as it certainly produced a very ſtrong 
confequence in che mind of Mr Booth, N | 
vail on ourſelves to paſs it by. | 

Little Emily, who was preſent in the room while 
Mrs James was there, as he ſtood near that lady, 
happened to be playing with her watch, which 
was ſo greatly overjoyed had eſcaped ſafe from the 


5 madman. Mrs James, who expreſſed great fondneſs 


for the child, deſired to ſee the — 4 which ſhe com- 
mended as the pretickt of the kind the had cyer — | 


2 


on with t encomiums on his Jordſhip's neſs, 


4 © hath univerſally the chern der of bong extremely 
generous— where he likes.” 


In uttering theſe words, ſhe laid a very ſtrong em- 


phaſis on the three laſt monofyllables, e . th. | 


them at the ſame time with a very ſagacious look, 
very ſignificant leer, and a great flirt with her fan. 


The greateſt genius the world hath ever produced, 


: rt? in one of his moſt excellent plays, that | 
— “ 'Trifles light as air f 


« Are to the jealous confirmations firong | | 4 


« As proofs of holy writ.” 

That Mr Booth n to be poſſeſſed by this worſt 
of fiends admits, I think, no lon doubt; for at 
this ſpeech of Mrs James, be imme iately turned pale, 
and from a high degree of chearfulneſs, was all on a 
ſudden ſtruck dumb, ſo that he ſpoke not another 
word till Mrs James left the room. 

The moment that lady drove from the door, Mrs 
Elliſon came up ſtairs. She entered the room with a 
laugh, and very plentifully rallied both Booth and 
Amelia concerning the madman, of which ſhe had re- 
ceived a full account below ſtairs; and at laſt aſked 
Amelia, if ſhe could not gueſs who it was; but, with- 
out receiving an anſwer, went on, faying, For my 
© own part, I fancy it muſt be ſome lover of yours; 


_ © ſome perſon that hath ſeen you, and fo is run mad 


© with love. Indeed, I ſhould not wonder if all man- 

© kind were to do the fame. La! Mr Booth, what 

makes you grave? why, you are as melancholy as if 
you had been robbed in earneſt. Upon my word, 


*. though, to be ſerious, it is a ſtrange ſtory; and as 


* the girl tells it, I know not what to make of it. 
« Perhaps it might be ſome rogue that intended to rob 
c the houſe; and his heart failed him; yet, even that 
* would be very 3 What, did you loſe 
| 1 Madam??? 

= Nothing 
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Amelia caught bold of this n to 
ſpread the 2 0 her benefactor. She preſentlx 
| acquainted | Mrs James with the donor's name, and ran - 


and particularly on his generoſity. To which Mrs 
James anſwered, O certainly, Madam, his Lordſhip 


* 
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„ I thank 2 my dear,” cries Booth, « 4 do 


— * 
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© Nothing at all, wed Amelia. | * He did wor 
even take the child' s watch. | 
Well, captain, cries Mrs Elliſon, * «1 hope you 

« will take more. care of the houſe to-morrow z for 
© your lady and I ſhall leave you Alone to the care of 
© it. Here, Madam,” ſaid ſhe, here is a preſent 
© from my Lord to us; here are two tickets. for the 
8 maſquerade at Ranelagh. You will be ſo charmed 
« with it. It is the ſweeteit of all diverſions. 


3 May I be damned, Madam,” cries Booth, if my 
wife ſhall vo thither,* - 


Mrs Elliſon Rared at theſe words, and, indeed, ſo 
did Amelia: for they were ſpoke with great vehe- 
mence. At e the former cried out with an air 
of aſtoniſhment, Not let your lady go to . 


8 


No, Madam, cries Booth, ot © will not let wy 
wife go to Ranelag h. 5 
_ © You ſurpriſe me,” cries Mits Elliſon, : Sure you 
<-are not in earneſt? ? 
Indeed, Madam, returned he, I am ſeriouſly 


in earneſt. And what is more, I am dir gs the 


* would of her own accord refule to 99.1 
Now, Madam, ſaid Mrs Elliſon, © 12 are to an 
© ſwer for yourſelf; and I will for your huſband, that 
if you have a deſire to go, he will not refuſe you _ 
I hope, Madam.“ anſwered Amelia with great 
gravity, I ſhall never deſire to go to any place cons 
© trary to Mr Booth's inclinations.” 
Did ever mortal hear the like?” ſaid Mrs Elliſon ; 1 
you are enough to ſpoil the beſt huſband. in the 
univerſe, Jnclinations! what, is a woman to be go» | 
verned then by her huſband's ee Fe though / 
they are never ſo unreaſonable? _ 
Pardon me, Madam,” ſaid Amelia, |* 1 will not 
ſuppoſe Mr Booth's inclinations ever can be ynrea» 
ſonable. I am very much obliged to you for the 
offer vou have made me; but [ beg you will not 
mention it more: for, after what Mr Booth 5 5 
declared, if Ranelagh was a heaven upon 8 ä 
would refuſe to go to it. 
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0 you, you oblige. me beyond my power. of exprefiiou © 
by what you ſay; but I will endeavour. to ſhew-you 
© both my ſenſibility of einen 
gratitude td it.. 
And pray, Sir,“ cries Mes Eililon, « whawandbs 
your objection to your lady's going to a place, which - 
3 r ſay, is as reputable as any about 
© town, and which is frequented by the beſt com pan, 5 
Pardon me, good Mrs Elkſon, ſad Booth: 
my wife is ſo good to acquieſce without — 1 
* my reaſons, I am not, = thc} n to n * 
them to any other a 1 
Well, — s 6 1 had: home: told 
this, I would not have believed it. What, refuſe 
your lady an innocent diverſion, and that too when 
you have not the pretence n would: colt you | 
* a farthing?” -—- ere 96; 
* Why will you ſay any more on this LabjeR, dear 
| Madam? cries Amelia. All diverſions are to me 
matters of ſuch indifference, that the bare inclina- 
t Yions of any one for whom I have the leaſt value, 
* would at all times turn the balance of mine. I am 
© ſure then, after hat Me Booth hath ſad - . -4Y 
My dear,” cried he, taking her up haſtily, I» J 
3 ; cerely aſk your pardon, I ſpoke inadvertently; and | 
5 ina paſſion I never once thought of controuling 
t * you—nor ever would. —Nay, I ſaid in the ſame 
* breath you. would. not go; and 2 _= 2 
I meant nothing more.” 
1 rea ery ys Ay ror Wire 1.om es" of 
> WW © king any apology. I am not in the lealt-offended, 
„and ere eee ee eee _ 8 
1 | . ſhall- deſire. 2 9 Wy + * 
Try him, y him, Madam, cries Mrs, Elliſon ; 
t * ] will be judged by all the women in town: if it is 
; * pollible for a wife to aſk. her huſband. any thing 
0 more reaſonable. -,.You cannot conceive what 4 
t © ſweet, charmi delicious place it-is.— 
X « Paradiſe itſelf can hardly 3 A 
ä Il beg you will — me, Madam, ſaid Amelia, 
- * nay, I intreat you will aſk me no more; foritbe aſs 
3 WWW 
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: 6 I believe i 
*-would greatly oblige her. : 
Pardon me, Madam, faid Mrs Elliſon. + Wade 
will not accept of it, I am not ſo diſtreſſed for want | 
| of oompany as to go to fuck a publie place wick 
nl - all fort of people neither. I am always very 
 _. *:ro fee Mrs Bennet at my own houſe, becauſe [ 
ON ©: look; upon ber as very good ſort of woman; but 
| 1 nnr Ae 
: 91 n 
Amelia ſome little indignation at this laſ 
Pesch, which ſhe declared to be entirely beyond her 
comprehenfion; and ſoon after Mrs Elliſon, finding 
al her efforts to prevail on Amelia were ineffectual, 
took her leave, givimg Mr Booth two or three far- 
caftical-words, Nee a d — enen 
| 1 


711 RY uk £3634? 
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| 466, in which ſome ladies will þ pohly chin „ 


. canduct exceptionable. + | han ada 


OO and bis wiſe wlng left 4 5 a b 
: : flence prevailed. during a few minutes. At laſt 
1 thou gh a good woman was yer a hum 
creature, taid to 2 Pray, my dear, do in- 
form me, What couid put you into fo great a paſſion 
hen Mrs Elliſon firſt offered me the tickets fot 
this maſquerade ?* | | 4 
* I bad vaber you would not aſk. me, fd Booth 
ou have obliged me greatly in your ready acqui- 
ö eſcence with my deſire, ns you wilt add greatly to 
the ps Tana by not  enquiring the i of it. 
This you may upon, Amelia, that your 
good and happineſs are the great objects of all my 
wishes, and the end I propoſe in all my actions 
+ This view alone could tempt nme 
3 or to conceal an tbing ſrom Jou. | 


I ũ Will appeal to yourſelf,” anſwered ſhe,.* whether 
 f:this be not ufiug me too much like 2 child, and 
«ark? Ls $24 G 12 "t 

+82 . 8 5 . 5 | - "2 21 Not 


Ps 


Cape A R N MA. uh 


#4 Not in the leaſſ⸗ replied he, I uſed. yon only 
« with the tenderneſs of a friend. I would only en- 
« deavour to concenl that from you, which I think 
« would give you uneaſineſs if you kuew. Theter, | 
called the-pious-fravds of friend(ipe. 56815; ' 
I deteit all. frauds,” ſays ſhe; * and ans 
good an epithet to be joined to fo odious a word. 


Tou have often, you know, tried theſe frauds with 


no better effect chan to teaſe and: torment me. Tou 
cannot imagine, my dear, but that I muſt have a 
violent defire to know the reaſon of words, Which. 

« | own, I neder expected to have heard. And the 

© more you have ſhewn a reluQance to tell me, the 
more eagerly I have longed to know... Nor can this 
© be called a vain curioſity; ſince I ſeem ſo much in- 
tereſted in this affair. 1 after all this, you ſtill in- 
ſiſt on keeping the ſecret, I will convince you I am 
* not ignorant of the duty of a wite, by my obedi- 
5 ence; but I cannot help telling you, at che ſame time. : 
« you' will. ren pe ee wb the molt. mihi of- 


women.“ 


That e © in e e 


Emily, to ſay, 1 will be contented without thei dev . 


7. cret; but I am.refolyed to have-it, nevertheleſs}? |: 
© Nay. if you ſay ſo, cries (he; e | 
£ you wilt tell me—Poltively, ln eee, 
will know/ $210: \ 
Why then, i aps Booth, 1 vil ten 
© you./ And I think I ſhall then ſhew you, that how- 
ever well you way know the duty of a wife, l am 
© not always able to behave like à huſband, In a 
< word then, my dear, the ſecret is no more than 


Les, my dear, cries be. „ that in perbare e 
af all. Few men 


4 : 
5 intending — at the — And what:do - 
* we know of your companion? To be ſincere with | 
* you, 1 have not liked her behaviour for ſome time. 
wa 5 Aa 1 


What, — ticket?! 
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What might be eee ee, ee 
n woman to ſuch a place, to meet ſuch a perſon, 1 
tremble to think — And now; my dear, I have told 
you my reaſon 1 offer with ſome little 
” vehemence, ame e explain. man 
V farther; » / 8 ES 
ou need not indeed, Sir? en ſhes Good 
Heavens! did I ever expe& to hear this! I can ap- 
« peal to Heaven, nay, I will appeal to yourfelf, Mr 
Booth, if I have ever done any thing to deſerve ſuch 


2 ſuſpicion. If ever any action of mine, nay, if 


ever any thought had ſtained Wee od tay 
6: d I could be content“ 
How cruelly do you miſts me! faid Booth— 
« what ſuſpicion have I ever ſhewn?? ? 
Can you aſk it,“ anfwered the, aſter what you 
„ Bere ju non declared? 12504 
If t have declared any Gios df you; ed 
Poms or if Fever-entertained a thought leading that 
way, may the worſt of evils that ever afflicted human 
nature attend me! I know the pure innocence of 
A that tender boſom; 1 do know it, m lovely angel, 
and adore it. The ſnares which tk be? be laid 2 
that innocence, were alone the cauſe of my appre- 


_ _ *+henfion. I feared what 4 wicked and voluptuous 


man, reſolved to ſacrifice every thing to the gratiß · 
cation of a ſenſual appetite with the moſt delicious 
_ <repaſt, might attempt. if ever | injured the un | 
_ ©" ſpotted whiteneſs of why: virtue in wy ame, 

may hell 
Do not terriſy me, cries A bert him, 
« with ſuch imprecations. O Mr Booth, Mr :Boeth, 
you muſt well know that a woman's virtue is always 
her ſufficient guard. No huſband, without ſuſpecting 
that, can ſuſpect any danger from thoſe ſnares you 
- © mention—And why, if you are liable to take fuch 
things into your bead, may not your ſuſpicions fall 
on me, as well as on any other? for ſure nothin 
was ever more unjuſt, I will not ſay ungrateful, 
than the ſuſpicions which you have beſtowed on his 
Eordſhip. 1 do ſolemnly: declare, in all the times [ 
Ch . e 5 N 
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His behaviour hath beets po- 


«lite, indeed, but rather remarkably diſtant than 


+ otherwiſe 5 particularly when we played at cards 
„ together. I don't remember he ſpoke ten worde te 
me all the evening; and when. I was at bis houſe, 


though he ſhe wed the greateſt fondneſs imaginable 
to the children, he took ſo little notice of me, that 


© 24 vain woman would have been very little pleated 
« with him. And if he gave them many preſents, he 
never offered me one. The firſt indeed which he 
« ever offered me was that, which you n . 
* manner forced me to refuſe. 

All this may be only the effect of arts. raid Baca 
© ] am convinced he doth, nay, I am convinced he 
* muſt like you; and my 

perfectly well knows the world, told me; that his 
«* lordſhip's character was that of the moſt profuſe in 
© his pleaſures with women; nay, what - faid Mrs 
6 — gs His alen enen 

nerous—— where he likes.“ 

1 hall never forget the mr with which he pete 
© thoſe laſt words? 

© I am convinced they injore him, cries Amelia 


* As for Mrs James, (be was always- given to be cen- 


+ ſorious, I remarked it in her long ago, as her great- 
* eſt fault. And for the Colonel, I believe he may 
find faults enow of this. kind in his own boſon, 
« without ſearching after them among his neighbours. 
] am ſureſhe hath the moſt impudent look f all the 
men I know; and 1 ſolemnly declare, the very laſt _ 
time he was here; be put me n 
more than once. 

Colonel James“ ere Booth. . re — 
* faults very probably. I do not look upon him as 
4 a faint, nor do 1 believe he defires I ſhould; but 
* what intereſt could he have in abuſing this lord's 
character to me? or why ſhouid I queſtion His truth, 


* when he aſſured me has my lord had never done an 
act of beneficence in his life, but for the ſore ot attic 


* woman” whom he laſted after? 
Then 1 myſelf can confute him/ pes Amalia, £ 


* or beſides his ſervices to you, w which, . Mon, 


0 5 . 


friend James, who 5 


% 


ſome little levity, which, to give her her due, be 
VJ en na reres | 


— 7 , » n 


— 
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e wiſth to fc 


id; bis kindneſe to my little 


. babes, how inconſiſtent is the character which James 
7 gives of him, wich his Jordſhip's behaviour to his 


on nephew and niece, whoſe extreme fondneſs of 


their uncle ſufficientiy proclaims his goodneſs to 


$ them -I need not mention ail that I have heard 
Mrs Elliſon, every word of which I believe: 
„ ſor 1 have great reaſon to think, notwichſtanding 


© of woman.” 
Well, my dear, cries Booth, „1 may have. been 


1 deceived, and heartily hope I am ſo; but in caſes 


of this nature it is always ee to be on de ſurel 


. * fide : for, as Congreve _ 


the wiſe too jealous are: o too b Sea 1 


Here Amelia burſt into tears, upon bich Booth 
. caught her in his arms, and endeavour- 
ed to comfort her. — Paſſion, however, for a while ob- * 


_ - ruſted her ſpeech, and at laſt the cried, . O Mr | 


* Booth, \can bert to hear dhe word, j aul fu 
“ Joer mouth ? 1 NE 

Why, my es faid Booth, « will you ſo fatally 
© miſunderſtand my meaning? how often ſhall I pro- 
*/teſt that it is not of you, but of him that I was jea- 


lous. If you could look into my breaſt, 3 — 
_ * read all the moſt ſecret thoughts of e 


ee eee eee eg : 
don't miſunder ſtand you, my dear,“ — the, 


— am afraid you miſunderſtand your - 


ſelfl. What is it you fear ?—you mention not ſorce, 


but ſnares. Is not this to confeſs at leaſt, that you 


have ſome doubt of my underſtanding ? do you chen 
[2 really imagine me ſo weak as to be cheated of mx 


virtue? am I to be deceived into an affection. for a a 


wan, before ive the leaſt inward hint of wy | 
danger? no, Mr Booth, believe me, a woman muſt 


© be a fool indeed, who can have in earneſt ſuch an 


excuſe for her actions. I bave not, 1 k,. any 


* very bigh opinion of my judgment: but ſo far 1 


W 
l f s hate 


— 
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© have any. ſuch deſigns as you have apprehended 
vithaut my immediately ſeeing: them; and how: E 
« ſhould then act, I hope: my whole conduA you 
6 hath ſufpcientiy declared. | - 
Well, my dear, cries Boath,!7 1 beg you, wilt 
mention it no more, if poſſible forget it. I hope, 
* nay, „ pray 1420 
e me.) 
I will, Le e you, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, it 
« forgiveneſs be a proper word for one whom, you 
have rather made miſerable than angry; but let me 
© entreat you to bamiſh for ever all ſuch ſuſpicions from 
your mind, I hope Mrs Elliſon hath not diſcovered 
* the real cauſe of your paſſiun; but, poor woman, 
if ſhe had, I am convinced it would go no farther. 
« Oh ! Heavens I would not for the world it ſhould 
reach his Lordſhip's ears. You would loſe the beſt 
friend that ever man had. Nay; I would not for 


his own fake, poor man ! for I really believe it 


«© would affect * greatly, and I muſt, I cannot help - 
having an eſteem for ſo much goodneſs. An eſteem” - 


| + which by this dear hand, ſaid ſhe, taking Booth's 


hand, and kiſſing it, no man alive ſhall ever obtain + 
. * by making love to me. 
Booth cavght her in his arms, and tenderly exabra- 


ced her. After which the reconciliation ſoon became - 


complete; 'and Booth in the contemplation of may Hap" 
pineſs — buried all on en 8 . 


11 N 10 8 
1 e in which there is much learning | 


HE next morning, whilſt Booth was bees 
take his morning-walk, Amelia went down 
into Mrs Elliſon's apartment, where, though the was 
received with great civility, yet ſhe ſound that lady 
was not at all pleaſed with Mr Booth; and by ſome 
hints Which dropped from her in converiaris; Amelia © 
very greatly apprehended that Mrs Elkſon had too 


much ſuſpicion 9 — huſband's real uneaſineſs. FUr 5 


that lady declared very openly, ſhe could not belp 
perceiving what ſort cf man Mr Booth was; and 
*. though I have the greateſt regard for you, Madam, 

ew ELL THERE HE CD te EL 
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in the world, ſaid ſhe, · yet I think myſelf in ho- 
nour obliged not to impoſe on his Lordſhip; who, L 
© know very well, hach conceived his greateſt liking 
to the Captain on my telling him chat rb 
© beſt huſband in the world. 

Amelia's fears gave her much ane Ss 
her huſband returned, ſhe acquainted him with them; 
upon which datos. as it was natural, ſhe refomed | 

2 little the topic of their diſcourſe ; nor could ſhe 

kelp gn though in very gentle terms; ſome ſhghe 
blame on Booth, for having entertained a ſuſpicion, 
which, ſhe faid, might in its conſequenee very poſſibly 
prove their ruin, and occaſion the loſs tuna coat 
ilip's friendſhip. 
Booth became hi ghly affected with ier d cn 
faid, and the more as he had juſt received a note from 
Colonel James, informing him, that the Colonel had 
heard of a vacant company in the regiment which 
Booth had mentioned to him, and that he had been 
with his Lorũſhip about it, who had promiſed to 2 
his utmoſt intereſt to obtain him the command. 
The poor man now expreſſed the utmoſt cg ee 
his yeſterday's 2 ſaid, He believed the devil 
had taken the poſſeſſion of him, and concluded with 
crying out, Sure I was born, my deareſt ercature, 
4 to be your torment. “ | 
Amelia no ſooner * hey bam b diſtreſs, x UA 
ſhe inſtantly forbore whatever might ſeem likely to 
aggravate it, and applied herſelf, with all her power, 
to comfort him. © If you will give me leave to offer 
my advice, my deareſt foul, ſaid ſhe, I think all 
might yet be remedied. | I think you know we too | 
well, to ſuſpect that the defire of diverſion ſhould 
« induce me to mention what 1 am now going to pro- 
* poſe. And in that confidence, I witl aſk: you to 
4 1 me accept my Lord's and Mrs Elliſon's offer, and 
to the maſquerade. No matter how little while · 
ſay. there: if you deſite it, I will not be an hour 
6 * you. I can make an hundred excuſes to come 
- | © home; or tell a real truth, and ſay I am red 


with the © ay "The hare: going wil cure * 
5 W 
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* 


Elia] > AWE Lb: 4. 
Amelia had no ſooner dons: 


readily — 4 
his conſent. He could not however help ſaying, 
the ſhorter her ſtay was there, the more agrecable it 
would be to him: for you know, my dear, ſaid he; 
« ] would ee eee „ our . 
mig... 8 
| * the afternoon Amelia ſent to invite Mrs Elliſon 
| toadith of tea; and Booth undertook. to langh off 
all that had paſſed yeſterday; in which attempt, the 
abundant good a g of that 2 gave him great 
hopes of ſucceſs. * 
Mrs Bennet came a eee 10 e 
and was almoſt an hour with Booth and Amelia, be- | 
fore the entry. of Mrs Elliſon.” + | 
Mx Booth had hitherto rathes diſkiked this young 
lady, and had wondered at the pleafure which Ame- 
lia ele ſhe took in her company. This aſter- 
noon, however, he changed his opinion, and liked her 
almoſt as much as his wife had done. She did indeed 
— this time with more than ordinary gaiety; 
humour gave a. glow to ber countenance 
chat rar off her features, which were very 2 to 
the beſt advantage, and leſſened the deadneſs 1 
uſually appeared in her complexion... 64-1988 
But if Booth was now /pleaſed'with Mrs Bennet | 
Amelia was ſtill more pleaſed with her than ever: 
for when their diſcourſe turned an love, Amelia 
diſcovered: that her new friend had. all the ſame ſen- 
timents on that ſubject with herſelf. - In the courſe 
of their converſation, Booth gave Mis Bennet a hint 
of wiſhing her a good huſband, upon which botb-the 
ladies declaimed —_ ſecond warriages with equal 
vehemence. _ | 
Upon this oceakon, Booth-and his wiſe diſcovered 
a talent in their viſuuant, to which they had been be- 
fore entirely ſtrangers, and for which they both. great» 
V admired her; and this was, that the lady was a 
good ſcholar, in which indeed ſhe had the advantage 
of poor Amelia, whoſe reading was confined to Eng- 
Hh plays, and poetry; beſides which, I think, ſhe bad 
| AY with the . of Lena. ou and 
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learned Dr Barrow, and with the hidories of the excel- 
_ Biſhop-Burnet. - 7 
Amelia delivered herſelf. en the ſobjed: all — 
marriages arriages with much eloquence and great good ſenſe; 
t when Mrs Bennet came to give -her:opigion, ſhe - 
ſpoke in the following manner; I ſhall not enter in · 
* to the queſtion concerning the legality of bigamy, 
© Our laws certainly allow it, and o, 1 think, doth | 
our religion. We are now debating, only on the 
decency of it; and in this light, I on myſelf 8 
ſtrenuous an advocate againſt it. as any Roman ma- 
< tron would have been in thoſe ages of the common- 
5. wealth, when it was held to be infamous. For my 
© own part, how great a paradox ſoever my opinion 
. may ſeem, I ſolemnly declare, I ſee but little -dif- 
_ © ference between having two huſbands at one time, 
6 at ſeveral. times; and of this I am very conk- 
dent, that the: fame degree of love for a firkt hu. 
res which preſerves. 4. woman in one caſe, wall 


if x woman hath lived with her firſt buſband 
+ without having children, 1 think i vopatdonable i 
© her to carry barrenneſi into a ſecond family. On 
© the contrary, if ſhe hath, children by ber firſt huſ- 
band, to give. ge ene e e anne 
* Pardonable. baer 17 

But ſuppoſe, Madzm, cries Booth, 3 
| Her, with a finile, < ſhe ſhould F 
ber firſt huſband, and have loſt them. 
That is a caſe; anſwered ſhe, | lab >. ah. 
* which I did nat dafire ta think of, and, I muſt own 

it, the moſt favonrable- light in. which a ſecond 

marriage can be ſeen. But the ſcriptures, as Pe- 
+ trarch obſerves, rather ſuffer them than commend 
© them; and St Jeram ſpeaks: againſt them with the 
„moi bitterneſs.” . I remember, cries, Booth, 
; was willing either to thew bis lea „or to 
aw: out the lady's), a very wiſe law of Charondas 
the famous lawgiver of Thurium, by which men, 
Vvho married a ſecond time, were 8 
_ © public councils: 6 4 

Sen PO 
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poſe. that be who was fo great a fool in bis own 
family ſhould be wiſe in public affairs. And 
though ſecond marriages were permitted among the 
Romans, yet. they were at the ſame time diſcou- 
* raged; and 4 thoſe Roman widows who refuſed them 
« were held in high eſteem, and honoured with what 
Valerius Maximus calls the Corona Pudiciues = 
e noble family of Camilli, chere was not, in in 
e eee wii tb Mich ME | 
4 mig etz 1 ww 45 


* _ Que foties nubit, non br . Ae, hee .. I 


Tone, Sir“ ſays Mars Rennt l all I 


© this a violation of chaſlity, and wakes ne 
s 3 utmoſt dereſtation: 


Fed mihi vel tellus optem prius ima | dehifear 6 
«el Pater omnipotens adigat me fulmine ad umbrar, 
' © Pallentes umbras Erebi, nockempue profundam, 
Ante, pudor, quam te violo, aut tua jura reo 
Ille meos, primum gui me fibi junxit, amores,. 


Ie habeat ſemper ſecum VJervelgue ſepulchro. 


She repeated theſe lines with ſo trong an empba- 
b, that ſhe almoſt frighted Amelia out of her wits, 
and not a little ſtaggered Booth, who was himſelf no 

cContemptible ſcholar He expreſſed great admiration 
of the lady's learning; upon which the ſaid, it was all | 
the fortune gwen her by her father, and all the dower ; 
left her by ber huſband ; and ſometimes,” ſaid ſhe, 
« ] amvinclined to think I enjoy more pleaſure trom it, 

than if they had beſtowed on me what the world 
< would in general eall more valuable. She then 
took occaſion, from the furpriſe which Booth had. af - 
fected to conceive at her repeating Latin with ſo good 
a grace, to comment on that great abſurdity (for © 
the termed it) of excluding women from learning; 

for which they were equally qualified wich the men, 

and in which ſo many had made fo. notable a pro- = 
ficiency; r 3 
Dacier, and many others. Mp 

Though both Both and Amelia outwardly con- 
curred with her ſentiments, it may be a queſtion *. 
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_ ther they did not aſſent rather-out of complaiance, 
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Font nining ſome unaccountable behaviour i in Ms Elliſon. 


R$ Elliſon made her entrance at the end of 
the preceding” diſcourſe.” At her firſt appear: 
Thc ſhe put on an unuſual degree of formality and re: 
* ſerve; but, when Amelia had acquainted her that ſhe | 
deſigned to accept the favour intended her, ſhe ſoon | 
began to alter the gravity of her mulcles, and pre · 
- Fently fell in with that ridicule which Booth thought 
eee ay's behaviour. 
he converſation now became very lively and plea: · 
fant; in. which Booth having mentioned the diſcourſe 
wy that paſſed in the laſt chapter, and having greatly 
complimented Mrs Bennet's 2 on that occaſion, 
Mrs Elliſon, who was as ſtrenuous an advocate on the 
other ſide, began to rally that lady extremely, de- 
claring it was a certain ff Jatendek to marry | 
again ſoon. * Married ladies, cnies ſhe, , I believe 
* ſometimes think themſelves in earneſt in ſuch de- 
clarations, though they are oftner perhaps meant a 
compliments to their huſbands; but when widows 
© exclaim loudly againſt ſecond marriages, I would 
© always lay a wager, that the man, if not the wed- , 
7" _ ding-day, is abſolutely fixed on.“ 

Mrs Bennet made very little anſwer to this favcaGn. 
Indeed ſhe had ſcarce opened her lips from the time 
of Mrs Elliſon's coming iuto the room, and had | 

. *partievlarly grave at the mention of the — 
Amelia imputed this to her being left out of the par- 
tv, a matter which is often no ſmall mortification' to 
human pride, and, in'a whiſper, aſked Mrs Elliſon, if 
ſhe could not procure a third ticket; co which the re- 
"vane an abſolute negative. 

During the whole time of Mrs Dane which 

Vas above an hour afterwards, ſhe remained perfectly 

ſilent, and looked-extremely. melancholy. 'This _ 
Amelia very uneaſy, as ſhe:concluded ſhe had g 
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the more confirmed from certain looks of no very 
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pleaſant kind, which Mrs Bennet now and then caſt 
on Mrs Elliſon, and the more than ordinary concern 

that appeared in the former-lady's countenance, when- 
ever the maſquerade was mentioned, and which unſor- 
tunately was the principal topic of their deſcourſe; for 


Mrs Elliſon gave a very elaborate deſcription 'of the 


extreme beauty of the place, and elegance of the diver- 
ſion. 5 


When Mrs Bennet was departed, Am 


elia could not 
help again ſoliciting Mrs Elliſon ſor another ticket, 
declaring, ſhe was certain Mrs Bennet had a great in- 
clination to go with them; but Mrs Ellifon again ex- 
cuſed herſelf from aſking it of bis Lordſhip; * Beſides, 
Madam, ſays the, if I would go thither with Mrs 
« Bennet, which, I own to you, I don't chuſe, as ſhe 
is a perſon whom »9 body knows, I very much doubt 
« whether ſhe herſelf would like it; for ſhe is a wo- 
* man of a very unaccountable turn. All her delight 
lies in books; and, as for public diverſions, I have 
heard her often declare her abhorrence of them.“ 

What then, ſaid Amelia, could occaſion all that 
« gravity from the moment the maſquerade was men- 
honed f? „ | r 6 

As to that,“ anſwered the other, there is no 
gueſſing. You have ſeen her altogether as grave 
before now. She hath had theſe fits of gravity at 
times ever ſince the death of her buſband.” 

* Poor creature!” cries Amelia, * I heartily pity her. 
For the muſt certainly ſuffer a great deal on theſe _ 
« 2 I declare 1 have taken a ſtrange fancy 
to her. q 

Perhaps you would not like her ſo well, if you 
© knew her thoroughly, anſwered Mrs Elliſon. *< She 
* is, upon the whole, but of a whimſical temper; and 
* if you will take my opinion, you ſhould not culti- 
vate too much intimacy with her. I know you will 
© never mention what I ſay : but ſhe is like ſome 
pictures, which pleaſe beſt at a diftance.” EY 

Amelia did not ſeem to agree with theſe ſentiments, 
and ſhe greatly importuned Mrs Elliſon to be more 

Vor. X. ; B b | explicit ; 
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2 but to no purpoſe; ſhe continued to give 
only dark — to o Mrs Bennet's diſadvantage; and, 
if ever ſhe let drop ſomething a little too harſh, he 
failed not immediately to contradict herſelf, by throw. 
ing ſome gentle commendations into the other ſcale; 
ſo that her conduct appeared utterly unaccountable to 
Amelia, and, upon the whole, ſhe knew not whether 
to conclude Mrs Elliſon to be a friend or . to 
Mrs Bennet. 
During this latter converſation, Booth was not in 
| the room; for he had been ſummoned down ſtairs by | 
the ſerjeant, who came in to him with news from Mur. 
phy, whom he had met that evening, and who aſſured 
the ſerjeant, that if he was deſirous of recovering 
the debt which he had before pretended to have on 
Booth, he might ſhortly have an opportunity: for 
that there was to be a very ſtrong -petition to the 
board, the next time they ſat. Murphy ſaid further, 
that he need not fear baving his money ; for that to 
bis certain knowledge the captain had ſeveral things of 
great value, and even his children had gold-watches, | 
\- - This greatly alarmed Booth, and ſtill more, when 
the ſerjeant reported to him from Murphy, that all 
theſe things had been ſeen in his poſſeſſion within a day 
laſt paſt. He now plainly perceived, as he thought, that 


175 Murphy himſelf, or one of his emiſſaries, had been the 


ſuppoſed madman; and he now very well accounted 
to himſelf in his ova, mind, for all that bad happened, 
conceiving that the deſign was to examine into the 
ſtate of bis effects, and to try whether it was worth his 
creditors while to plunder him by law. 
At his return to his apartment, he communicated 
what he had heard to Amelia and Mrs Elliſon, not 
- diſguifing his apprehenſions of the enemy's inten- 
tions; but Mrs Elliſon endeavoured: to laugh him 
out os his fears, calling him faint-hearted, and aſ- 
turing him be might depend on her lawyer. Til 
« you hear from him, ſaid ſhe, you may reſt entire-, 
* ly contented; for, take my word. for it, no danger 
can happen to you, of which you will not be timely } 
« appriſcd by him. And as for the fellow that had 
the 6 to come into "9000 room, 7 he was 


K 
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© ſent on ſuch an errand as you mention, | heartily wiſh 
« ] had been at home; I would have ſecured him ſafe 
« with a conſtable, and have carried him directly be- 
« fore Jultice Thraſher, Thy oy JU | 
© my to bailiffs on his own account. 

This heartemng ſpeech a little rouſed the 


courage 
of Booth, and ſomewhat comforted Amelia, though 
the ſpirits of both had been too much hurried, to 


ſuffer them either to give or receive much entertain · 
ment that evening; which Mrs Elliſon perceiving, 

ſoon took her. leave, and left this unhappy couple to 
ſeek relief from ſleep, that powerſul friend to the di - 
ſireſſed, though, like other powerful friends, he is not 


always ready nnn n e who want 
it moſt, 


„ a 


n 
Containing a very range incident. 


HEN the huſband and wife were 1 they 
again talked over the news which the Serjean 
had brought; on which occaſion Amelia did all the 
could to conceal her own fears, and to quiet thoſe of 
her huſband. At laſt ſhe turned the converſation to 
another ſubject, and poor Mrs Bennet was brought 
on the carpet. I ſhonld be ſorry,” cries Amelia, to 
find | had conceived an affection for a bad woman; 
and yet I begin to fear Mrs Elliſon _ ſome- 

thing of her more than ſhe cares to diſcover 

* elſe ſhould ſhe be unwilling to be ſeen with het +> 4 
© public ? beſides, I have obſerved that Mrs Elliſon hath 
© been always backward to introduce her to me, nor 
would ever bring her to my apartment, though I 
* have often deſired her. Nay, ſhe hath given me 
* frequent hints not to cultivate the acquaintance. 
* What do you think, my dear?—l1 ſhould be very 
r forry ro contract an intimacy with a wicked per- 


-* ſon. 


* Nay, my dear, cries Booth, I know no more 
* of her, nor indeed hardly ſo mach as youſelf. "But 
* this I think, that if Mrs Elliſon knows any reaſon 


0 I ſhe ſhould not have introduced Mrs Bennet in- 


A B b 2 | to 


nn 


280 AM E LI A. Book VI. 


to your company, ſhe was very much in the wrong 
in introducing her into it.“ TEE e 
In diſcourſes of this kind they paſſed the remainder 
of the evening. In the morning Booth roſe early, 
and going down ſtairs received from little Betty a 
ſealed note, which contained the following words: 


% Beware beware, beware, | 

For I apprehend a dreadful ſnare 

ls laid for virtuous innocence, 

Fe Under a friend's falſe pretence.” 
Booth immediately enquired of the girl who brought 
this note, and was told it came by a chairman, who 
having delivered it, departed. without ſaying a word. 
Hie was extremely ſtaggered at what he read, and 
preſently referred the advice to the ſame affair on 
which he had received thoſe hints from Atkinſon the 
preceding evening; but when he came to conſider 
the words more maturely, he could not ſo well re- 
concile the two laſt lines of rhis poetical epiſtle, if it 
may ſo. be called, with any danger which the law 
gave him reaſon to apprehend. ' Mr Murphy and his 
gang could not well be ſa d to attack his innocence or 
virtue; nor did they attack him under any colour or 
pretence of friendſhip. | EA I 
_ "Aſter much deliþeration on this matter, a very 
ſtrange ſuſpicion came into his head; and this was, 
that he was betrayed. by Mrs Elliſon, He had for 
ſome time conceived no very high opinion of that good 
gentlewoman, and he now began to ſuſpe& that ſhe 
was bribed to betray him. By this means, he thought 
he could beſt account for the ſtrange appearance of 
the ſuppoſed madman. And when. this conceit once 
had birth in his mind, ſeveral circumſtances novriſh- 
ed and improved it. Among theſe were her jocoſe 
behaviour and raillery on that occaſion, and her at- 
tempt to ridicule his fears from the meſſage which the 
Ser jeant had brought him. hy Ws; 

_ This ſuſpicion was indeed prepoſterous, and not at 
all warranted by, or even conſiſtent with the cbarager 
and whole behaviour of Mrs Elliſon ; but it was the 
only one which at that time ſuggeſted itſelf to hi- 
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Elliſon hath no intention to betray us. 
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mind; and however blameable it might be, * 
for 


certainly not unnatural in him to entertain it; 

great a torment is anxiety to the human mind, that 
we always endeavour to relieve ourſelves from it, id | 
gueſſes however doubtful and uncertain; on all whi 
occaſions diſlike and hatred are the ſureſt guides to 


lead our ſuſpieion to its 


When Amelia roſe to breakfaſt, Booth produced the 
note which he had received, ſaying, My dear, you 
have fo often blamed me for keeping fecrets from 


- © you, and 1 have fo often indeed endeavoured to con- 


« ceal ſecrets of this kind from you with ſueh ill ſue- 
* ceſs, that I think 1 ſhall never more attempt it. 
Amelia read the letter haſtily, and ſeemed not a little 
diſcompoſed ; then turning to Booth with a very difs 
eonſolate countenance, ſhe ſaid, © Sure Fortune takes 
a delight in terrifying us! what can be the mean» 
* ing of  this??—Then fixing her eyes attentively on 
the paper, ſne peruſed it for fome time, till Booth 
cried, * How is it poſſible, my Emily, you can read 
* ſach ſtuff patiently ! the verſes are 'certainly_as bad 
© as ever were written.” I was trying, my dear, 
an{wered ſhe © to recolle& the hand; for F wit take 
* my oauth, I have ſeen it before, and that very lately.“ 
And ſuddenly the cried out with great emotion, I re- 
member it perfectly now ! It is Mrs Bennet's hand. 
Mrs Elliſon ſhewed me a letter from her but a day 
or two ago. It is „e band, and 1 
am poſitive it is her's.? ons | Tha 

© If it be her's, cries Booth, © what can ſhe'polbly 
mean by the latter part of her caution ? fure Mrs . 


© | know not what ſhe means,” the Amelia, 
* but I am reſolved to know immediately; for I am 
certain of the hand. By the greateſt luck in the 
* world, the told me yeſterday where her lodgings 
* were, when ſhe preſſed me exceedingly to come and 
* ſee her. She lives but a very few doors Foy” 5s 
and I wilt go to her this moment“ 

Booth made not the leaſt objection to his wife's = 


| fign, His curiofity was indeed as great as her's, and 


wy was his impatienee to Tatisfy it, tho” he mentioned 
a B b 3 i not- 
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not this his impatience to a, and perkags 56 had 
been well for him if he had. 
Amelia therefore preſently equipped herſelf i in her 
| walkin * and leaving her children to the care of 
her huſband, made all poiſible haſte te Mes. Bennet: 
lodgings. 

Amelia waited near five minutes at Mrs Bennet 
door, before any one came to open it; at length a 
-maid-ſervant appeared, who. being aſked if Mrs Ben- 

net was at home, anſwered, with ſome confuſion in her 
countenance, that ſhe did not know, but, Madam, 
ſaid ſne, if you will ſend up your name, I will ge 
and ſee.” Amelia then told her name, and the 
wench, after ſtaying a conſiderable time, returned and 
acquainted her, that Mrs Bennet was at home. She 
was then uſhered into a parlour, and told that the 
lady would wait on her preſently, — 

In this parlour Amelia cooled her heeks, as the 
| Phraſe is, near a quarter of an hour. She leemed, i in- 
. deed, at this time, in the miſetable Gtuation of one of 
| thoſe poor, wretches, who make their morning-viſits 
to the great, to ſolicit. favours, or perbaps to ſolicit 
the payment of a debt: for both are alike treated as 
| beggars, and the latter ſometimes conſidered as the 
more troubleſome beggars of the two. _ 
During her ſtay here, Amelia obſerved the houſe to 
be in great confuſion ;. a great buſtle was heard above 
Rairs, and the maid. ran up and down ſeveral times in 
a great hurry, 
At length Mrs Bennet herſelf came in. She was 
tiy diſordered in her looks, and had, as the wo- 
men call it, huddled, on her cloaths in much haſte; 
for in truth, ſhe was in bed when Amelia firſt came. 
Of this fact the informed her, as the only apology ſhe 
could make for having cauſed her to wait ſo long for 
her company. ö 
Amelia very readily accepted her apology, but alk. 
4 her with a ſmile, if theſe early hours were uſual 
with her. Mrs Bennet turned as red as ſcarlet at the 
queſtion, and anſwered, No indeed, dear Madam, I 
am for the moſt part, a very early riſer; but I hap- 
7 n accidentally to 1 up very late laſt * 
« am 


* 
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4 I am fore L had little expefation- of your intending 
© ſuch a favour this morning,” 


Amelia, looking very ſtedfaſtly at her, ſaidiz * Is it 
© poſſible, Madam, you ſhould think ſuch a note as this 
« would raiſe no curioſity in me? She then gave her 
the note, aſking her, if ſhe did not know the band. +. _ 
Mrs Bennet appeared in the utmoſt ſurpriſe * 
confuſion at this inſtant. Indeed, if Amelia had con- 
ceived but the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion before, the behaviour 
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of the lady would have been a ſufficient confirmation + | 


to her of the truth. She waited not therefore for an 
anſwer; which, indeed, the other ſeemed in no haſte 
to give; but conjured her, in the moſt earneſt manner, 
to explain to her the meaning of ſo extraordinary an 
act of friendſhip: For ſo,” ſaid ſhe, © 1-efteem it; 
being convinced you muſt have ſufficient reaſon for 
the warning you have given me.“ | 
Mrs Bennet, after ſome heſitation, 1 11 
need not, I believe, tell you how much lam ſurprifed 
* at what you have ſhewn me; and the chief reaſon 
of my ſurpriſe is, how you came to diſcover my 
* hand... Sure, Madam, you have not eum it to Mrs 
s Elliſon? © 
Amelia declared ſhe had not, but deſired ſhe nod 
queſtion her no farther. * What ſignifies how 1 diſs - 
covered it, ſince your hand it certainly is?“ | 
* | own it is, cries Mrs Bennet, recovering bee 
ſpirits, * and ſince you have not ſhewn it to that wo- 
* man, 1 am ſatisfied. I begin to gueſs now whence 
* you might have your information; but no matter, I 
* with I had never done any thing of which I oughtto 
© be more aſhamed. —No9 one can, I think, juſtly accuſe 
© me of a crime. on that account; and | thank Hea- 
ven, my ſhame ' will never be directed by the falſe 
* opinion of the world. Perhaps it was wrong to ſhew 
* my letter; but when I conſider all circumſtances, 1 
can forgive i it.“ 
© Since you hive — the truth, ſaid Amelia, 
IJ am not obliged to deny it. She indecd, ſhewed 
me your letter; but I am ſure you hate not the 
© leaſt reaſon to be aſhamed of it. On the contrary, 
ee behaviour on ſo — an occaſion was 
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* highly praiſe-worthy; and your bearing up under 
£* ſuch afflictions, as the loſs of a huſband in ſo dread: 
ful a ſituation, was truly great and heroical.” - 

* So Mrs Elliſon then hath ſhewn you my letter? 
eries Mrs Bennet eagerly. | 
Why, did not you gueſs it yourſelf? anſwered 
Amelia, * otherwiſe 1 am ſure I have betrayed my ho- 
* nour in mentioning it. I hope you have not drawn - 
* me inadvertently into any breach of my promiſe, 
Did you not affert, and that with an abſolute cer. 
* tainty; that you knew ſhe had ſhewn me your letter, 
d that you was not angry with her ſor ſo doing? 
I am fo confuſed,” replied Mrs Bennet, that [ 
* ſcarce know what I ſay; yes, yes, I remember I did 
. * ſay fo— I wiſh I had no greater reaſon' to be an 

© gry-with her than that” 

For Heaven's ſake,” cries Amelia, do not delay 
* my requeſt any longer: what you ſay now greatly 
* increaſes my curioſity ; and my mind will be on the 
* rack till you diſcover your whole meaning : for I am 
* more and more convinced, that ſomething of the ut- 
moſt importance was the purport of your meſſage. 

Of the utmoſt importance, indeed, cries Mrs 
Bennet, * at leaſt you will own my apprehenfions were 
©. ſufficiently well founded—O ee, Heaven, how 
happy ſhall I think myſelf, if 1 ſhould have proved 

Y bor eos preſervation ! 1 will indeed explain my mean- 

but in order to diſcloſe all my fears in their 

«ol colours, I muſt unfold my whole hiſtory to you. 

< Ny ens you have patience, Madam, to liſten to the may 
of the moſt unfortunate of women 2? ? 

Amelia aſſured her of the higheſt attention; and 
| Mrs Bennet ſoon after began to relate what is written 
dons ph. nh mwhgG 197 CS SH beds 
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A very ſhort- chapter, and conſequently requiring no 


preface. 


* 


| RS Bennet having faſtened. the door, and both 
M the ladies having taken their places, ſhe once 

or twice offered to ſpeak, when paſſion ſtops 
her utterance z and after a minute”s filence, ſhe burſt 
into a flood of tears. Upon which, Amelia ex preſſing 
the utmoſt tenderneſs for her, as well by her look as by 
her accent, , cried, ——* What can be the reaſon, dear 
Madam, of all this emotion? O Mrs Booth,” an- 
ſwered ſhe,—* I find I have undertaken what I am not 
able to perform—Y ou would not wonder at my emo- 
tion, if you knew you had an adultereſs and a mur- 


derer now ſtanding before you.” 


Amelia turned as pale as death at theſe words, which 
Mrs Bennet obſerving, collected all the force ſhe was 
able, and a little compoſing her countenance, cried, 
* I ſee, Madam, I have terrified you with ſuch dread- 
* ful words ; but I hope you will not think me guilty 
of theſe crimes in the blackeſt degree. Guilty!“ 
cries Amelia. O Heavens! I believe indeed your 
* candour,” continued Mrs Bennet, will be readier - 
to acquit me, than I am to acquit myſelf. Indiſere- 
tion, at leaſt, the higheſt, moſt unpardonable indiſ- 
* cretion, I ſhall always lay to my own charge; and 


when I reflect on the fatal conſequences, I can 


never, never forgive myſelf.” Here ſhe again began 
to lament in ſo bitter a manner, that Amelia endea- 
voured, as much as ſhe could (for ſhe was herſelf 
greatly ſhocked) to ſooth and comfort her; telling 
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her, that if indiſcretion was her higheſt erime, the un- 
happy conſequence made her rather an unfortunate 
than a guilty perſon ; and concluded by faying, In- 
© deed, Madam, you have raiſed my curioſity to the 
6 C and I beg you will proceed with your 

- * Rory.” - - . 

Mrs Bennet then ſeemed. a ſecond time going to 
begin her relation, when ſhe cried out, I would, if 
poſſible, tire you with no more of my unfortunate life 
* than juſt with that part which leads to a cataſtrophe, 

in which 1 think you may yourſelf be intereſted ; but 
J proteſt I am at a loſs where to begin 
© Begin wherever you pleaſe, dear Madam, cries 
Amelia: but 1 beg you will conſider my impa- 
© tience.” I do conſider it, anſwered Mrs Bennet; 
and therefore would begin with that part of 
© ſtory which leads directly to what ta voor. 
- © for how, indeed, ſhould my life produce any thing. 
© worthy your notice !'—* Do not ſay ſo, Madam, 
cries Amelia. I affure you 1 have long ſuſpectęd 
. _ © there were ſome very remarkable incidents in your 
3 * life, and have only wanted an opportunity to impart 
© to you my deſire of hearing them: I beg therefore 
yon would make no more apologies.” — I will 
not, Madam, cries Mrs Bennet, and yet I would 
avoid any thing trivial; though, indeed, in ſtories 
* of diſtreſs, eſpecially where love is concerned, many 
© little incidents may appear trivial to thoſe who have 
never felt the paſſion, which to delicate minds are 
© the moſt intereſting part of the whole.“ Nay, 
| ; dear Madam,” ' cries Amelia, this is ail pre- 
3353 nd: 45g 
Well, Madam, anſwered Mrs Bennet, . 1 will 
© confider your impatience.” She then rallied all her 
ſpirits in the beſt manner ſhe could, and began as is 
written in the next chapter. , * 
And here poſſibly the reader will blame Mrs Ben- 
net for taking her ſtory ſo far back, and relating ſo 
much of her life in which Amelia had no concern; but 
In truth, ſhe was deſirous of inculcating a good opinion 
of herſelf, from recounting thoſe tranſactions where 
der conduct was unexceptionable, before ſhe came to 
the more dangerous and ſuſpicious parts of her charac- 
| bs der. 
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ter. This I really ſuppoſe to have been her intention: 
for to ſacrifice the time and patience of Amelia at 
ſuch a ſeaſon, to the mere love of talking of herſelf, - 
would have been as unpardonable in her, as the bear- 
ing it was in Amelia a proof of the moſt perfect good 
breeding. - e 


c H AP. IL 
The beginning of Mrs Bennet's hiſtory. 


5M I WAS the younger of two daughters of a clergy- 
6 man in Eſſex ; of one in whoſe praiſe, if I ſhould 
* indulge my fond heart in ſpeaking, I think my in- 
vention could not outgo the reality. He was indeed 
« well worthy of the cloth he wore ; and that, I think, 
is the higheſt character a man can obtain. Ele: 
During the firſt part of my life, even till I reached 
* my ſixteenth year, I can recolle& nothing to relate 
* to you. All was one long ſerene day; in looking 
* back upon which, as when we caſt our eyes on a | 
calm ſea, no object ariſes to my view; all appears | 
one ſcene of happineſs and tranquillity. | | 
On the day, then, when I became fixteen years 
old, muſt I begin my hiſtory; for on that ws firit ' 
* taſted the bitterneſs of ſorrow. 1 
My father, beſides thoſe preſcribed by our reli- 
gion, kept five feſtivals every year. Theſe were on his 
* wediing-day, and on the birth day of each of his 
little family: on theſe occaſions he uſed to invite 
two or three neighbours to his houſe, and to mdvlge 
. * himſelf, as he ſaid, in great exceſs; for ſo he called 
drinking a pint of very ſmall punch; and, indeed, 
© it might appear exceſs to one Who on other days 
rarely taſted any liquor ſtronger than {mall beer. 
Upon my unfortunate birth-day, then, when we 
* were all in a high degree of mirth, my mother ha- 
* ving left the room after dinner, and laying away. 
pretty long, my father ſent me to fee for her. 
vent according to his orders; but though I ſearched 
the whole bouſe, and called after her without doors, 
© I could neither fſee nor hear her. I was a little 
* alarmed at this (though far from ſuſpecting any great 
© miſchief had befallen her), and ran back to acquaint 
Hee * my 
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my father, who anſwered coolly, (for he was a man 
of the calmeſt temper,) Very well, my dear, 1 
ſuppoſe ſhe is not gone far, and will be here imme- 
diately.“ Half an hour or more- palt after this, 
when, {he not returning, my facher himſelf ex- 
preſſed ſome ſurpriſe at her ſtay; declaring, it muſt 
be ſome matter of importance which could detain her 
at that time from her company. His ſurpriſe now 
increaſed every minute; and he began to grow un- 
eaſy, and to ſhew ſufficient ſymptoms in his counte- 


nance of what he felt within. He then diſpatched | 


the ſervant maid to enquire after her miſtreſs in the 
pariſh; but waited not her return; for the was 
ſcarce gone out of doors, before he begged leave of 
his gueſts to go himſelf on the ſome errand. The 
company now broke up, and attended my father, 
all endeavouring to give him hopes that no miſchief 
had happened. They ſearched the whole pariſh; 
but in vain: they could neither ſee my mother, nor 
hear any news of her. My father returned home in 
a ſtate little ſhort of diſtration. His friends in 


bad 1 . . - * - 
vain attempted to adminiſter either advice or com- 


ſort ; he threw himſelf on the floor in the moſt bitter 
agonies of deſpair. TE Tek | ES. 
« Whilſt he lay in this condition, my ſiſter and my- 
ſelf lying by him, all equally, I believe, and com- 
pletely miſcrable, our old ſervant maid came into 
the room, and cried out, her mind miſgave her, that 
ſhe knew where her miſtreſs was. Upon theſe words, 
my father ſprung from the floor, and aſked her 
eagerly, where? —— But oh! Mrs Booth, how can 
I deſcribe 'the particulars of a ſcene to you, the re- 
membrance of which chills my blood with horror, 
and which the agonies of my mind, when it_ paſt, 
made all a ſcene of confuſion ! The fact then in ſhort 
was this; my mother, who was a moſt indulgent 
miſtreſs to one ſervant, which was all we kept, was 


unwilling, I ſuppoſe, to diſturb her at her dinner; 
and therefore went herſelf to fill her tea-kettle at a 


well, into which, ſtretching herſelf too far, as we 


imagine, the water then being very low, \ſhe fell 
with the tea-kettle in her hand. The miſſing this 


gave the poor old wretch th: firſt hint of her ſuſpi- 
| 2 cion 
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« cion, which, upon examination, was found to be too 
What we all ſuffered on this occaſion may more 
« eaſily be felt than deſcribed '!>__ It may, indeed,” 
anſwered Amelia, and I am fo ſenfible of it, that 
« unleſs you have a mind to ſee me faint before your 
face, I beg yqu will order me ſomething; a glass 
« of water, if you pleaſe, Mrs Bennet immediately 
complied with her friend's requeſt; a glaſs of water 
was brought, and ſome hartſhorn drops infuſed into it: 
which Amelia having drank off, declared ſhe found her- 
ſelf much better; and then Mrs Bennet proceeded thus: 
I will not dwell on a ſcene which 1 fee hath al- 
ready ſo much affected your tender heart, and which 
is as diſagreeable to me to relate, as it can be to 
* you to hear. I will therefore only mention to du 
the behaviour of my father on this occaſion, which * 
© was indeed becoming a philoſopher and a Chriſtian 
divine. On the day after my mother's funeral, he 
« ſent for my ſiſter and myſelf into his room; where, 
after many careſſes, and every demonſtration of fa- 
* therly tenderneſs, as well in filence as in words, he 
began to exhort us to bear with patience the great 
* calamity that had befallen us; ſaying, * That as 
« every human accident, how terrible ſoever, | muſt 
« happen to us by Divine permiſſion at leaſt, a due 
& ſenſe of our duty to our great Creator, muſt teach 


t « us an abſolute ſubmiſſion to his will. Not only re- 
, « ligion, but common ſenſe muſt teach us this; for 

r « oh! my dear children,“ cries he, how vain is all 

q « reſiſtance, all repining! could tears waſh back 

4 again my angel from the grave, I ſhould drain all 

N * the juices of my body through my eyes; but ob, 

„ „could we fill up that curſed well with our tears, 

t „how fruitleſs would be all our ſorrow!'—I think 

* © I repeat you his very words: for the impreſſion they 
made on me is never to be obliterated ——He then 

3 < proceeded to comfort us with the chearful thought 

a that the loſs was entirely our own, and that my mo- 3 
* * ther was greatly a gainer by the accident Which we 
ll * lamented. © I have a wife, cries he, my chil- 

4 <* dren, and you have a, mother now amongſt the 

* e heavenly choir; how ſelfiſh therefore is all our 

on. Vor. X. | Wn * | 
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grief flow auch to her are all our wiſhes!'——ln 
this manner he talked to us near half an hour, tho? 
I muſt frankly own to you, his arguments had not 
the immediate good effect on us which they deſer- 
ved: for we retired from him very little the better 
for bis exhortations; however, they became 
day more arid more forcible upon our recollection; 


indeed, they were greatly ſtrengthened by his er. 
ample: for in this, as in all other inſtances, he prae- 


tiſed the doctrines which he taught. From this day 
he never mentioned my mother more, and ſoon aſter 


recovered his uſual chearfulneſs in public; though 


I have reaſon to think-he paid many a bitter ſigh in 
private to that remembrance which neither philoſo - 
phy nor Chriſtianity could expunge. 


© My father's advice, *enforced by his example, to- 


ther with the kindneſs of ſome * dur friends, aſ- 
ed by that ableſt of all the mental phyſicians, time, 
in a few months pretty well reſtored my tranquillity, | 


when Fortune made a ſecond attack on my quiet. 
My ſiſter, whom I dearly loyed, and who as warmly 
returned my affection, had fallen into an ill ſtate of 
health ſome time before the fatal accident which 1 


have related. She was indeed at that time ſo much 
better, that we had great hopes of her perfect re- 
covery; but the diſorder of her mind on that 
dreadful occaſion ſo affected her body, that ſhe pre- 
ſently relapſed to her former declining ſtate, and 


thence grew continually worſe and worſe, till, after 
a decay of near ſeven months, ſhe followed my 985 b 
mother to the grave. | 

© I will not tire you, dear Madam, with repetitions 
of grief; I will only mention two obſervations which 


have occurred to me from reflexions on the two 


loſſes I have mentioned. The firſt is, that a mind 


once violently hurt, grows, as it were, callous to any 


future impreſſions of grief, and is never capable of 
feeling the ſame pangs a ſecond time. The other 


obſervation is, that the arrows of fortune, as well 


as all others, derive their force from the velocity 
with which they are diſcharged: for when they ap- 


proach you by ſlow and perceptible-degrees, they 
have but very little * to do you —_— 
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two years, led a life of t tranquillity, 
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* The truth of theſe obſervations | experienced, not 
« only in my own heart, but in the behaviour of my 
father, whoſe philoſophy ſeemed to gain a complete 
« triumph over this latter calamity. 

© Our family was now reduced to two and my fa- 
ther grew extremely fond of me, as if he had now 
© conferred” an entire ſtock of affection on me, that 
had before been divided. His words indeed teſti- 
© fied no leſs: for he daily called me his only darling, 
© his whole comfort, his all. He committed the 
charge of his houſe to my care, and gave me the 


© name of his little hovſe-keeper, an appellation of 


«* which I was then as proud as any miniſter of ſtate 
© can be of his titles. But though I was very in- 
duſtrious in the diſcharge” of my occupation, I did 
not, however, neglect my ſtudies, in which 1 Lad 
* made ſo great a proficiency, that I was become a 


pretty good miſtreſs of the Latin language, and 


had made ſome progreſs in the Greek. I believe, 

Madam, I have formerly acquainted you, that 

learning was the chief eſtate I inherited of my fa- 

* ther, in which he had inſtrutted ine from wy earlieſt | 
youth. 


1 5 The kindneſs of this good man had at length wip- | 


ed off the 3 of all loſſes; and 4 during 
think, 1 
might almoſt ſay of perfect happineſs. | 
was now in the nineteenth year of my age, 
when my father's good fortune removed us from 
the county of Eſſex into Hamplhire, where a living 
* was conferred on him by one of his old ſchool-fel- 
c lows, of twice the value 10 what hs was -beipey poſe 
© ſefſed of. 
* His predeceſſor i in this new living had died i in very 
© indifferent circumſtances, and had left behind him 
© a widow with two ſmall children. My father, 


Eo © therefore, who, with great ceconomy, had a hoſt | 


* generous ſoul, bought the whole furniture of the 


« parſonage houſe at a very high price; ſome of it 


indeed he would have wanted; for though our 

„ little habitation in Efſex was moſt completely fur- 

* niſhed, yet it bore no proportion to the . of 

r His 
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His motive, however, to the purchaſe was, I am 
convinced, ſolely generoſity; which appeared fuf- 
©. ficiently by the price he gave, and may be farther 
inſorced by the kindneſs he ſnewed the widow in an- 
other inſtance : ſor he aſſigned her an apartment for 
«the uſe of herſelf and her little family; which, he 
told her, ſhe was welcome to enjoy as long as it ſuit- 
© ed her conveniency. © | , | 
As this widow was very young, and generally 
thought to be tolerable pretty, though I own, ſhe 
had a caſt with her eyes which I never liked, my 
© father, you may ſuppoſe, acted from a leſs noble 
principle than | have hinted : but I myſt in juſtice 
- * acquit him; for theſe kind offers were made her 
before ever he had ſeen her face; and 1 have the 
* greateſt reaſon to think, that, for a long time after 
* he had feen her, he beheld her with much indif- 
£ ference. „ ' 1 4 | : 
Iuhis act of my father's gave me, when I firſt heard 
4 it, at ſatisfaction: for I may, at leaſt, with the 
3 ty of the ancient philoſophers, call myſelf a 
_ © lover of generoſity : but when I became acquainted 
* with the widow, I was ſtill more delighted with 
„what my father had done: for though I could not 
agree with thoſe who thought her a conſummate 
beauty, I muſt allow Nn was very fully poſſeſ- 
© ſed of the power of making herſelf agreeable; and 
this power ſhe exerted with much ſucceſs, with ſuch 
* indefatigable induſtry to oblige, that within three 


a7 months I became in the higheſt manner pleaſed with 


© my new acquaintance, and had contraged the moſt 
s ſincere friendſhip for her. TY | 

But if I was ſo pleaſed-with the widow, my father 
«; was by this time enamoured of her. She had indeed, 
by the moſt artful conduct in the world, ſo infinuat- 
a ed herſelf into his fayour, ſo intirely infatuated him, 
that he never ſhewed the leaſt marks of chearfulneſs 
in her abſence, and could, in truth, ſcarce bear that 

'* ſhe ſhould be ont of his fight. anos i 
She had managed this matter ſo well, (O ſhe is 
the moſt artful of women !) my father's heart was 
gone belore I ever ſuſpected it was in danger. | The 
_ © diſcovery, you may eaſily believe, Madam, was not 
i 1 8 pleaſing 


- 


—— 
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* 


« plealing, The name of 1 ſounded 

0 $a” in my ears, nor could 1 bear the thought 
of parting again with a ſhare in thoſe dear affections, 
of which I had purchaſed the whole by the Joſs of 
a beloved mother and ſiſter. 
ln the firſt hurry rnd diforder of ay mind on this 
'* occaſion, | committed a crime of the higheſt; kind 
* againſt all the laws of prudence and diſcretion. © I 
took the young lady herſelf very roundly to taſk, 
treated her. dens on my father as little better than 
a deſign to commit a theft; and in my paſſion, L 

c believe, ſaid ſhe might be aſhamed to think of mar- 
_ * rying a man old enough to be her grandfather : we 
© ſo in reality healmoſt was. 
The lady; on this occaſion, ated finely the ne 
of a hypocrite. She affected to be highly affronted 
at my unjuſt ſuſpicions, as ſhe called them, and pro- 
© ceeded to ſuch aſſeverations of her innocence, that 
ſhe almoſt brought me to diſcredit the e 
* my own eyes and ears. 

My father, however, added much more honeſtly: 8 
* for he fell the next day into a more violent paſſion 


with me than I had ever ſeen him in before, and | 


© aſked me whether I intended to return his parental 
* fondneſs, by aſſuming the right of controlling his 
* inclinations? with more of the like kind, Which 
* fully convinced me what had paſſed between him 
* andthe lady, and how little I "had- — l in 
my ſuſpicions. 
« Hitherto I frankly own my averſion. in this wick | 
had been principally. on my own account: for I had 
no ill opinion of the woman, though I thought 
neither her circumſtances, nor my father's age, pro- 
* miſed any kind of felicity from ſuch an union; but 
e * now I learned ſome particulars, which, had not 
our quarrel beceme public in the pariſh, I ſhould, 
perhaps, have never known. In ſhort, 1 was in- 
formed that this gentle obliging creature, as ſhe 
* had at firſt appeared to me, had the ſpirit of a ti · 
0 gels, and was by many believed to have broken the 
rt of her firt huſband: ö 
The truth of this matter being confirmed to me 
* upon examination, I reſolved not to ſuppreſs it. 
| Ce 3 , "wn 
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325 * on W ſeemed to favour me, by 
_ + giving me a ſpeedy opportunity of now”... my father 

| k alone and in good humour. He now 3 te 
open his intended marriage, telling me, th had 
* formerly had ſome 3 objections to bigamy, 
„but he — conſidered the matter, and 
had ſatisfied himſelf of its legality. He then faith- 
* folly promiſed me, that no 1 marriage ſhould 
in the leaſt impair his 'affeQion for me; 2nd con- 
 * cluded with the higheſt eulogiums on the goodneſs cf 
fte widow, proteſting that it was her virtues and not 
1 1 perſon with which be was enamouretd. 
© I now fell upon my knees before him, and bath- 
* ing his hand in my tears, which flowed very plenti- 
ly from my eyes, acquainted him with all I had 
heard; and was ſo very imprudent, I might almoſt 
ay ſo cruel, to . the author 11 informa- 
+ tion. 
My father heard me qichout any indication of 
. © paſſion; and anſwered coldly, that if there was any 
proof of ſuch facts, he ſhould decline any further 
e ® thoughts of this match; But, Child,“ ſaid he, 
300 though: I am'far from ſuſpecting the truth of what 
yon tell me, as far as regards your knowledge; yet 
„ you know the inelination of the world to 5 
However, before we parted, he promiſed to make a 
proper enqui ry into what I had told him.— But 1 aſk 
your pardon» dear Madam, I am running minutely 
into thoſe particulars of my life, i in which you have 
not the leaſt eoncernꝰ“ꝰL 
Amelia ſtopped her friend ſhort in her apology, and 
Perry perhaps, ſhe thought her impertinent enough, 
yet, (ſuch was her good-breeding), ſhe gave her many 
Aſſurances of. a curioſity to know every (incident of 
ber life which ſhe could remember; after which, Mrs 
Beamer N as in che next chapter. on, 
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THIN K, Madam,” faid Mrs BFnnet, 4 told 
75 you my father promiſed me to enquire farther | 
4 into the J . but he had —y time to keep ond: 
44 6 Wo 
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4 widow. 


: £2 — men . | 
I had 2 think he did not forget it, 


« by the reſentment which he ſoon diſcovered to both 
the perſons whom I had named as my informers. - / 
Nor was it long before I had good cauſe to be- 
« lieve, that my father's new wife was perfectiy well 
*. acquainted with the good opinion 1 bad of her, 
not only from her uſage of me, but from certain 
# hints, which ae wloFaihantls 
One day particularly, I remember ſhe ſaid to my fa- 
ther, upon his mentioning his age, O, my dear, 
« I hope you have many years yet to live; unleſs,. in- 
« deed, [ ſhould be ſo cruel as to break you r heart” 
She ſpoke theſe words, looking me full in Pn face, 
and accompanied them with a ſneer, in which the 
LU * malice was viſible, under a thin We of 
ected pleaſantry, 


II will not entertain you, Madam, with any. thing 


* ſo common as the cruel uſage of a ſtepmother; nor 
of what affected me much more, the unkind beha- 


A viour of a father under ſuch an influence. It ſhall 


ſuffice only to tell you, that I had the mortification 
* to perceive the gradual and daily decreaſe of my 

« father's affeQion. | His ſmiles were converted into 
« frowns; the' tender appellations of child, and dear, 
s were exchanged for plain Molly, that girl, that 
« creature, and ſometimes much harder names. I was 
at firſt turned all at once into a cypher, and at laſt 
* ſeemed to be conſidered as a nuiſance. in the family. 


Thus altered was the man of whom I gave yon 


* ſuch a character at the entrance on my ſtory; but, 


alas! he aQted no longer from his own excellent 


diſpoſition; but was, in every thing, governed and 
directed by my mother in law. In fact, whenever 


_ © there-is great diſparity of years between huſband 


and wife, the younger is, I believe, always poſſeſſed 


© of abſolute power over the elder: for ſuperſtition - 
f itſelf is a leſs firm ſupport of abſolute 3 than 


4 hey N 


But chough his viſe was ſo entirely miſtreſs of wy 


« father's 


— 
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father's will, chat ſbe could make him uſe me ill, 
ſhe could not ſo perfectly ſubdue his unde 
as to prevent him from being conſcious of ſuch 
© uſage; and from this conſciouſneſs he began inve- 
| * terately- to hate me. Of this hatred he gave me 
4 numberleſs inſtances, and, I proteſt to you, I know 
not any other reaſon for it than what I have aſſign- 
ed; and the cauſe, as experience hath convinced-me, 
* is adequate to the effect. 
While 1 was in this wretched Gruation; my fa- 
* ther's unkindneſs having almoſt broken my heart, 
be came one day into my room with more anger in 
his countenance than I had ever ſeen; and after bit- 
« terly upbraidin ding me with my undutiful behaviour 
both Ph — and his worthy conſort, he bid me 
pack up my alls, and immediately prepare to quit 
his houſe; at the ſame time gave me a letter, and 
1 told me, that would acquaint me where I might find 
a home; adding, that he doubted not but I er- 
© peed, and had indeed ſolicited the invitation; and 
2 — cone pine Be would have no 
< ſpies in his family 
I be letter, 66 was| from my 
© father's own. ſiſter; but before I mention the con- 
* tents, I P 
s as it was ſomewhat particular. Her perſonal charms 
« were not great; for ſhe was very tall, very thin, and 
© very homely. Of the defect of her beauty, ſhe was, 
« perhaps, ſenſible; her vanity therefore retreated in. 
- ©. to: her mind, where there is no looking-glaſs, ar 
_ © conſequently where we can flatter ourſelves with dif- 
covering almoſt whatever beauties we pleaſe. This 
is an encouraging circumſtance; and yet I have 
- ©* obſerved, dear Mrs Booth, that few women ever 
_* ſeek theſe comforts from within, till they are driven 
© to it by defpair of finding any food for their vanity 
from without. Indeed, I believe, the firſt * of 
our whole ſex is to be handſome. “ 

Here both the ladies fixed their eyes on the glaſs 
nu both ſmiled. - | 
My aunt, however, e 0 Bennet, «(from 
« deſpiar of gaining any applauſe this way, had ap- 
* plied herſelf entirely to the contemplation of her 

J underſtanding, 


FO 
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6 * underſtanding, and had improved this to ſuch a 
pitch, that at the age of fifty, at which ſhe was now 
6 Pas ſhe had contracted an hearty contempt for 
much the greater part of both ſexes; for the women 
as being ideots, and for the men, as the admirers of 
ideots. That word and fool were almoſt conſtantly 
in her mouth, and were beſiowed with goes libera- 
_ + lity among all ber acquaintance, | 
This lady had ſpent one day only at my ber $ 
© houſe in near two years, It was about a month be- 
fore his ſecond marriage. At her departure ſhe took | 
s occaſion to whiſper me her opinion of the widow, 
« whom ſhe called a pretty ideot, and wondered how - 
her brother could bear ſuch company under his roof; 
for neither ſhe nor I had at that time any laren 
© of what afterwards happened. _ 
Te letter which my father had jalt received, * 
* which was the firſt ſhe had ſent him fince his mar- 
« riage, was of ſuch a nature chat I ſhould be unjuſt if 
* I blamed him for being offended ; fool and ideot. 
« were both plentifully beſtowed in it as well on bim- 
„ ſelf as on his wife. But what, perhaps; had princi- 
pally offended him, was that part which related to 
me; for after much panegyric on my underſtanding, 
and ſaying he was unworthy of ſuch a daughter, ſhe 
* conſidered his match not only as the higheſt indiſ- 
« cretion, as it related to himſelf, but as a downright 
* a& of injuſtice to me. One expreſſion i in it 1 ſhall 
never forget. You have placed,” ſaid ſhe, * a wo- 
man above pour daughter, who, in underſtanding, © 
© the only valuable ift of Nature, is the loweſt in 
the whole claſs of pretty ideots. After much = 
more of this kind, it concluded with inviting e % | 
her houſe. | 
I I can truly ſay, that when I had read the letter, L 
* entirely forgave my father's ſuſpicion, that I had 
© made ſome complaints to my aunt of his behaviour: 
for though I was indeed innocent, there was ur 
colour enough to ſuſpect the contrary. 
Though 1 had never been greatly attached to my 
* aunt, nor indeed had ſhe formerly given me any —© 
* reaſon for ſuch an attachment; yet I was well 
ns. | 
Y 
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muy che truch, I led ſo wretched a life where'T then a 
vas, That it was impoſſible not to be a gainer by any 6 


could not, however, bear the thoughts of 
leaving my father with an impreſſion on his mind 
_ © againtt-me which I did not deſerve: 1 endeavonr- 
ed, therefore, to remove all his ſuſpicion” of my 
having complained to my aunt by the moſt earneſt 
* afſeverations of my innocence; but they were all to 
© no; purpoſe. All my tears, all my vows, and all 
my entreaties were fruitleſs. My new mother in- 
_ © deed appeared to be my advocate; but ſhe acted 
her part very podrly, and far from counterfeiting | 
_ * any defire of ſucceeding in my ſuit, the could not 
| © © conceal the exceſſive joy which ſhe felt on the oc- 
© caſion. | ITS | be: 
Well, Madam, the next day I departed for my 
< aunt's, where, after a long journey of forty miles, 
I arrived without having once broke my faſt on 
the road: for grief is as capable as food of filling 
©< the' ſtomach; and I had too much of the former 
© to admit any of the latter. The fatigue of my 
journey, and the agitation of my mind joined to 
e © my faſting, ſo overpowered my ſpirits, that when 
_ © | was taken from my horſe, I immediately fainted 
away in the arms of the man who belped me 
from my ſaddle. My aunt expreſſed great aſto- 
* niſhment at ſeeing me in this condition, with my 
eyes almoſt ſwollen out of my head with tears; 
but my father's letter, which I delivered her ſoon 
© after I came to myſelf, pretty well, I believe, 
* cured her ſurpriſe. She often ſmiled with a mixture 
of contempt and anger, while ſhe was reading it; 
© and having pronounced her brother to: be a fool, 
'* ſhe turned to me, and with as much affability as 
« pollible, (for ſhe is no great miſtreſs of affability) 
1 © ſaid, Don't be uneaſy, dear Molly; for you are 
% come to the houſe of a friend; of one who hath 
« ſenſe enough to diſcern the author of all the miſ- 
* chief: depend upon it, child, I will ere Jong make 
. < ſome people aſhamed of their folly.” This kind 
reception gave me ſome comfort, my aunt affaring 
me that ſhe would convince him Wy 
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q bad accuſed me of having made any complaints to 
* her. A paper war was now begun between theſe 
two, which not only fixed an irreconcileable hatred 
between them, but confirmed my father's diſplea- 
« ſure againſt me, aud in the end, I believe, did me 
no ſervice with my aunt: for I was conſidered by 

| r though in 
« fat, my ſtep- mother, who very well knew. the af- 
« fetion my aunt had for her, had long ſince done 
| © her buſineſs with my father; and as for my aunt's 
* affeQion towards him, it bad been abating ſeveral 
years, from an apprehenſion that he did not pay ſuf- 

* ficient deference to her underſtanding. | 

I had lived about half a year with my aunt, 
© when I heard of my ſRep-mather's being delivered 
of a boy, and the great joy my father expreſſed 
on that occaſion; but, poor man, he lived not 
long to enjoy his happineſs; for within a month 
* afterwards I had the melancholy news of his death. 

* Notwithſtanding all the diſobligations I had lately 
received from him, I was ſincerely afflited at my 
* loſs of kim. All his kindneſs to me in iny infancy, 

* all his kindneſs to me while I was growing up, re- 
* curred to my memory, raiſed a thouſand tender, 
* melancholy ideas, and totally obliterated all thoughts 
of his latter behaviour, for which I made alſo every 
© allowance and every excuſe in my power. 
* But what may perhaps appear more extraordi- 
* nary, my aunt began ſoon to ſpeak of him with 
* concern, She ſaid he had ſome underſtanding for- 
* merly, though his paſſion for that vile woman had 
in a great meaſure obſcured it; and one day when 
© the was in an ill humour with me, ſhe had the 
* crueſty to throw out a hint, that ſhe had never 
* quarrelled with her brother, if it had not been on 
my account. 
My father during his life had one my aunt 
very handſomely for my board; for generoſity was 
too deeply riveted in his nature to be plucked out 
0 ' by all the power of his wife. $o far, however, ſhe 
* prevailed, that though he died poſſeſſed of upwards 
* of 2000 / e no more chan 100 J. 15 
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© as he 
© baſineſs, if I had the grace to take to any. 


.--© Hitherto my aunt had in general treated whe | 


© with ſome degree of affection; but her behaviour 
© began now to be changed. She ſoon took an 


© portunity of giving me to underſtand, that her — | 
tune was infafficient to keep me: and as I could 


© not live on the intereſt of my own, it was high time 
© for me to conſider about going into the world., She 


added, that her brother having mentioned my ſet- | 


ting up in ſome buſineſs, in his will, was very fooliſh; 
that I had been bred to nothing; and beſides, 
that the ſum was too trifling to et 2 in any 
way of reputation; ſhe deſired me therefore to think 
of immediately going into ſervice. © 
© This advice was perhaps right- enough and l 
told her | was very ready to do as the directed me; 
but 1 was at that time in an ill tate of health; 
_ © defired her therefore to let me ſtay with her, till my 
legacy, which was not to be paid till a year after my 
_ © father's death, was due; and 1 then promiſed to 
- © ſarisfy her for my board;' to —_ ſhe readily 
| * gn 0s | ol 5 
And now, Madam,” faid Mrs Tiki, ſighing. I 
am going to open to you thoſe matters which lead 
directly to that great cataſtrophe of my life, which 
hath occaſioned my giving you this trouble, and of 
6G tiring your patience in this manner.” 
Amelia, notwithſtanding her impatignce, made 2 
very civil anſwer to this; and then Mrs Bennet pro- 
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„ 3:90 . Farther Continuation. is | 
H E curate of the pariſh where __ aunt dwelt, 
453 was a young fellow of about four and twenty. 


He had been left an orphan in his infancy, and en- 
tirely unprovided for; when an uncle had the good - 
neſs to take care of his edueation, both at Ehool 
and at the univerſity,” As the young gehtleman 
was intended for the church, his uncle, though he 


Sk bg OE. 


AM RE I I A, Bookvit. | 
Appeted in his with was to ſer we up in ſome 
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One to relate what 1 is written in the next chapter. 


had two — of his own, and no very large 
* * fortune," | 
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8 e kving'of near 200 l. a- year. The incumbent, at 
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fortune, purchaſed for him the eee 


« the time of the purebaſe, was under the age of ſixty, 


and in apparent good health; notwithſtandin mg which 
he died ſoon after the bargain, and long before the 


nephew was Capable of orders; ſo that the uncle 
© was * to give the living to a e to 


hold it till the young mak came of proper = 
The young gentleman had not attained his pro- 

per age of taking orders, when he had the — 

tune to loſe his uncle and only friend; who think - 


ing be had- ſufficiently 7 for his nephew by 


the purchaſe of his living, conſidered him no far- 


«© ther in his will, but divided all the fortune of which 
© he died poſſeſſed, berween his two daughters; re- 


* commending it to them, however, on his death-bed, 
to afliſt their couſin with money ſufficient to keep 


* 
* 
30 ; 
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him at the univerſity, till he ſhould be capable of _ 


0 2 


© But as no appokitinaht' of this kid" was i the 


« will, the young ladies, who received about 2000 1. 


each, thought proper to diſregard the laſt words of 


their father: for beſides that both of them were 


extremely tenacious of their money, they were great 
* enemies to their couſin, on account of their father's 
* kindnetls to him, and thought proper to let him 
* know that they thought he had robbed them of too 
much already. 

The poor young fellow was now greatly diſtreſſed : : 
for he had yet above a year to ſtay at the univerſity, 
. wa any viſible means of ſuſtaining himſelf 
© there, 

© In this difireſs, however, he met with a friewd, 
* who had the good-nature to lend him the ſum of 


© twenty pounds, for which he only accepted his bond 
* for forty, and which was to be paid within a year 


© after his being poſſeſſed of his living ; that is, with- 
in a year after his becoming qualified to hold it. 
* With this ſmall ſum thus hardly obtained, the 
* poor gentleman made a ſhift to ſtruggle with all 
* difficulties, till he became of due age to take upon 
* himſelf the character of a deacon. "He then re- 


* paired to that n * whom his uncle had 
Vor. X. given 
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given the living upon the conditions above-mention- 
ed, to procure à title to ordination; but this, to 
© his great ſurpriſe and mortification, was abſolutely 
refuſed him. 4855 | 
The immediate diſappointment did not hurt him 
© ſo much as the concluſion he drew from it: for 
© he could have but little hopes, that the man who 
could have the cruelty to refuſe him a title, would 
* youchſafe afterwards to deliver up to him a living 
of ſo conſiderable a value; nor was it long before 
* this worthy incumbent told him plainly, that he 
I ©. valued his uncle's favours at too high a rate to part 
« with them to any one; nay, he pretended ſcruples 
of conſcience, and ſaid, that if he had made any 
light promiſes, which he did not now well remem- 
ber, they were wicked and void; that he looked 
upon himſelf as married to his pariſh, and he could 
no more give it up, than he could give up his wife, 
without ſin. * Ces dige 
The poor young fellow was now obliged to ſeck 
< farther for a ziele, Sohich at length he obtained from 
the rector of the pariſh where my aunt lived, 
He had not long been ſettled in the curacy, be- 
fore an intimate acquaintance grew between him 
and my aunt: for ſhe was a great admirer of the 
« clergy, and uſed frequently to ſay they were the on- 
ly converſable creatures in the country.  - 
The firſt time ſhe was in this gentleman's com- 
_ + pany. was at a neighbour's chriſtening, where ſhe 
© ſtood god-mother. Here ſhe diſplayed her whole 
little Rack of knowledge, in order to captivate Mr 
* 4 Bennet (I ſuppoſe, Madam, you already gueſs that 
to have been his name), and before they parted, 
gave him a very ſtrong invitation to her houſe. 
© Not a word paſſed at this chriſtening between 
Mr Bennet and myſelf; but our eyes were not 
. © unemployed. Here, Madam, | firſt felt a pleaſing 
kind of confufion, which I know not how to de- 
« ſcribe. I felt a kind of uneaſineſs; yet did not 
4 wiſh to be withont it. I longed to be alone; yet 
<. dreaded the bour of parting. I could not keep my 
r eyes off from the object which cauſed my confuſion, 
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1 with —But why do 1 attempt to Seferibe my ſitu- 
ation to r 1 am ſure, have felt the 
« ſame?” | 

Amelia ſmiled, ad Mit Bennet went on thus: 
O, Mrs Booth, had you ſeen the perſon of whom 
am now ſpeaking, you would not condemn the 
+ ſuddenneſs of my, love. Nay, indeed, k had ſeen 
him / there before, though this was the firſt time L 
had ever heard the muſic of his voice.——O ! it was 
s the-ſweeteſt that ever was heard f 

Mr Bennet came to viſit my aunt the very next 
6 day: She imputed this reſpectful haſte to the power- 
© ful charms of her underſtanding, and reſolved to 
< loſe no opportunity in improving the opinion which 
© ſhe imagined he had conceived of her. She became 
by this deſire quite ridieulous, and ran into abfurdi- 
ties and gallimatias ſearee credible. 

Mr Bennet, as I afterwards found, ſaw her i im 
he ſame tight with-myſel£.; but as he was a ver 
ſenſible 3 well-bred. man, he ſo well 8 
his opinion from us both, that I was almoſt el 
© and ſhe was. pleaſed even to raptures, declaring 
* ſelf — with his underſtanding; though Mderd 
© he had ſaid. very little; but I believe he heard him- 


© ſelf into her good opinion, while = Sb 


into love. 


he two firlt;viſits which Mr Bennet made to 
my aunt, though I was in the room all the time, 
I never fpoke a; word; but on the third, on ſome 
6 E which aroſe between them, Mr Bennet 
referred himſelf to me. I took. Bis fide of the 
queſtion, 2s indeed I muſt to have done juſtice, and 

repeated two or three words of Latin. My annt 
© reddened at this, and expreſſed great diſdain of my 
© opinion, declaring ſhe was aſtoniſhed that a man of 
Me Bennet's underſtanding could appeal to the 
judgment ob a ſillx girl; is ſhe, ſaic my aunt, brid- 
ling herſelf, fic to decide between us? Mr Bennet 
ſpoke very "favourably of what T had faid ; upon 
* which my aunt burſt almoſt into > rage, treated me 
© with downright ſcurrility, called me conceited fool, 
* abuſed my poor father for having taught me Latin, | 
* which, ſhe ſaid, —— a dowuright — 
i 2 
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4 and made me preſer myſelf to thoſe who were a hun. 
dred times my ſuperiors in knowledge, She then 
. fell foul. on the learned. languages, declared. they 
vuvere totally uſeleſs, and concluded that ſhe had read 
4 all that was worth reading, though ſhe thanked Hea- 
ven ſhe underſtood no language but her on. 
_ + Before the end of his viſit, Mr Bennet reconciled 
s himſelf very well, to my aunt, which, indeed, was no 
difficult taſk for him to accqwpliſh ;- but from that 
hour ſhe conceived a hatred ene Somme, 
| 7 which I could never appeaſe. 
My aunt; had, from my firſt coming into ber 
« -houſe, expreſſed. great diſlike to my learning. In 
. plain truth, ſhe envied me that acvantaye. This 
% envy; I bad long, ago diſcovered ;. and had taken 
o great pains to ſmother it, carefully avoiding ever to 
mention a Latin word in her preſence, and always 
5 ſubmitting to her authority; for indeed 1 deſpiſed 
* ber ee ignorance. too much to diſpute. with ber. By 
* cle means I. had pretty well ſucceeded, ard ve 
2 — tolerably together But the affront paid to 
« her underfianding by Mr- Bennet in my favour was 
© an injury, never to be forgiven to me. She took-me 
© ſeverely to taſk that very evening, — reminded me 
ol going to ſerviee, in ſuch earneſt terms, as almoſt 
« amounted to literally turning me out of doors 3 ad · 
viſing me, in the moſt inſulting manner, to, keep 
my Latin to myſelf; hy <a" ſhe faid, was uſeleſs-ta 
any one; but ridieculous, when eee n 
£ ſervant... , 
be next viſit Mr Benne made at our houſe, I | 
£ was not ſuffered to be preſent. This was much the 
4: ſhorteſt of all his. viſus; and when he went away, 
he left my aunt in a worſe. humour than ever I had 
£ ſeen ber. The whole was diſcharged on me in the 
uſual manner, by upbraiding me with my learning, 
© conceit, and poverty; reminding me of obligations, 
tand inſiſting on my going immediately to. ſervice. 
With all this I was greatly pleaſed, as it aſſured me, 
that Mr Bennet had ſaid ſomething to her in my fa- 
vour; and I would have ne — 
18 Nan 
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as to draw this concluſion, had L not received ſome 
_ © hints, that I had not unhappily placed my affections. 
on a man who made me no return: for though he 
had ſcarce addreſſedꝰ a dozen ſentences to me (for, 
© indeed, he had no opportunity) yet his eyes had re- 


__ + vealed certain ſeerets to ne which L was not by 


« diſpleaſed. 
I remained; however, in 2 kate ene neat 
à month; ſometimes. pleaſi mg myſelf with Se 
Mr Bennet's heart was in the ſame ſituation wit 
my on; ſometimes doubting that my withes had 
6 flattered and deceived me; and not in the leaſt 
+ queſtioning that my aunt was my rival: for FE 


© thought no woman could be proof againſt the 


© charms that had fubdued me. Indesd. Mrs Booth, 


* he was a charming young fellow; I muſt, I muſk 
© pay this tribute to his memory—O ! 1 gracious Hea- 


© ven, why, why did I ever fee him! why was k 


+ doomed to ſuch miſery! Here ſhe burſt. into a 
flood of tears, and remained incapable of ſpeech for 
fome time; during which, the gentle Amelia endea- 
voured all ſhe could to footh ber; and gave ſuffi- 


cient marks of ſympathizi in the tender anden ot. 
her friend. 4 * | 


Mrs Bennet, at at length, recovered her be, and 
| Fan as in che next chapter.. 
| S H X M WF, 


The flory of Mr. Bennet continued: ot 
SCARCE know where L left of- Oh! 1 was, 


1 1 think, telling you, that I eſteemed my aunt as 


© my rivat; and it is not eaſy to concewe à greater 


* degree of deteſtation than I had for her; and What 


* may, perhaps, appear ſtrange, as ſhe daily 5 grew more: 
aud more civil to me, my hatred increaſed with her 
civility; for 1 imputed it alt to her triumph over 
© me, and to her having ſecured; beyond ali ka tial 
© henfion, the heart I longed for: 
How was I ſaypriſed; when one day, with as muck 
good humour as ſhe: was miſtreſs of, (for her coun- 
. tenance was not wery pleaſing), ihe aſked me, how 
D d. Ikea 


* 
I ſhould fearce, however, have been ſo ſanguine 


— —— — —— * 
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8 1 liked Mr Bennet? The queſtion, you will believe, 


Madam, threw me into great confuſion; which ſhe 
+ plainly perceived, and without waiting for my an- 
4 ſwer, told me, ſhe was very well ſatisſied; for that 
it did not require her diſcernment. to read m 

thoughts in my countenance.“ Well, child, 
£4 ſaid ſhe, 1 have ſuſpeded this a great while, ad 
e454 believe._it will pleaſe you to know, that I yeſter- 
% day made the ſame diſcovery in your lover. This, 
4 1 you, was more than I could well bear, 
and 1 begged her to ſay no more to me at this time 
on that ſubject.·— Nay, child, anſwered he 
2 I muſt tell you all, or I ſhould not act a friendly 
5 part. Mr Bennet, I am convinced, hath a 
for you; but it is a paſſion which I think you ſhould 
e not encourage. For, to be plain with you, I fear 
4 he is in love with your perſon only. Now this is a 
* love, child, which cannot produce that rational 
% happineſs which a woman of ſenſe ought. to er- 


* pet.” ln ſhort, ſhe ran oh with a great deal of 


* (tuff, about rational happineſs, and women of ſenſe, 
and concluded. with aſſuring me, that, after the 
© ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, ſhe could not find that Mr Bennet 
had an adequate opinion of my underſtanding; 
upon which the vouchſafed to make me many com- 
* + pliments, but mixed with ſeveral ſarcaſms concern- 
ing my learning. 
Il bope, Madam, however,” ſaid ſhe to Amelia, 
< you have not. ſo bud an opinion of my capacity, 
_ - © as to imagine me dull enough to be offended with 
Mr Bennet's ſentimegts; for which I preſently 
knew ſo well to account. I was, indeed, charmed 
with his ingenuity, who had diſcovered, perhaps, 


i» 2 


t tze only way of reconciling my aunt to thoſe in- 


*"clinations, winch L now aſſured myſelf he had for 
4 me. 92 
; Gi; was not anten to ſapport- my hopes by my 
* fagacity. He ſoon found an opportunity of decla- 
« ring his paſſion. Ie did this in fo forcible, though 
« gentle, a manner, with ſuch a profufion of feryency 
and tenderne's at once, that his love, like a t. 
bdore every thing before it; and I am almoſt aſba - 
„ 1 6 how very ſoon be prevailed up 


- r 8 
ö ” * 


— 


« on we t0—t0—in ſhort, to be29 honeſt woman, nd 
to confeſs; to him the plain truth; /. - | 

. © When we were upon a good: footing” to n 
he gave me a long relation of What had Paſſed. at 
« ſeveral interviews. with my aunt, at which: 1 had 


not been preſent; He ſaid, he had diſcovered, that 
as the valued herſelf chiefly. on her- underſtanding, | 
+ ſo the was extremely jealous of mine; and hated 


me on account of my learning. That as he had 
loved me paſſionately fa his firſt: ſeeing. me, and 
« had thought of nething-from-that time, but of 
c throwing himſelf at my feet, he ſaw no way ſo open 
to propitiate my aunt: as that which he had taken, 
by commending my beauty; a perfection to which 
+: ſhe had long reſigned all claim, at the expence of 
* my underſtanding, in which be lamented my de- 
* ficiency to a degree almoſt of ridicule. This he 
* imputed chiefly to my learning; on this oceaſion 
he advanced a ſentiment, which ſo pleaſed my aunt 

+ that the thought proper to make it her own; for 
I heard it afterwards-more than once from her.own 
mouth. Learning, he ſaid, had the ſame effect on 


the mind, that ſtrong; liquors: have on the conſtitu - 


tion; both tending to eradicate all our natural fire 

and energy. His flattery had made ſuch a dape of 
« my aunt, that ſhe aſſented. without the lealt laſpi · 

« cion of his ſincerity, to all he ſaid ; ſo ſure is vanity 

to weaken every fortreſs of the underſtanding, and 
to betray us to every attack of the enemy. 


| + You will believe, Madam, that I readily forgave 


him all he had ſaid, not only from that motive which 


© I have mentioned, but as I was aſſured he had ſpoke . 


the reverſe. of his real ſentiments. I was not, how- 
+ ever, quite ſo well pleaſed with-my aunt, who be- 


gan to treat me as if I was really an ideot. Her 


contempt, I own, a little piqued me; and 1 could 
not help often expreſſing my reſentment, when we 
were alone together, to Mr Bennet; who never 
failed to gratify me, by making her conceit the 


* lubjet of his wit; a talent which be poſſe in the | 


* moſt extraordinary degree. 
F * of very fatal W IIs for one 
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day, while we were enjoying ourſelves in a very 
thick arbour in the garden, my aunt ſtole upon us 
© unobſerved, and overheard our whole converſation, 
] wiſh, my dear, you underſtood Latin, that I might 
© repeat ou a ſentence, in which the rage of a tigref 
* that — loſt her young, is deſcribed. No Engliſh 
© poet, as I remember, hath come up to it: nor am 
tw myſelf equal to the undertaking. She burſt in 
upon us, open-mouthed, and after diſchargin _ 
— rk in the only language 
derſtood, on poor Mr Benne turned us both — 
doors; declaring, the would fend my rags after me, 
55 but would — me to 1 foot with- 
in her threſhold. f 
© Confider, dear Madan. to what Aa wretched con- 
dition we were now reduced. I had not yet receiyed 
© the ſmall legaey left me by my father; nor was Mt 
& Bennet maſter of five pounds in the whole world. 
 -< In: this ſituation, the man I doated on to diſtrac 
« . had but little difficulty to perſuade me to a pro; 
poſal, which, indeed, I thought generous in him to 
* make, as it ſeemed to proceed from that tenderneſs 
for my reputation to which he aſcribed it: indeed, 
s it eould proceed from no motive with which 1 ſhould 
© have been diſpleaſed.— In a word, within two days 
© we were man and wife. 
Mr Bennet now declared himſelf the happieſt of 
* men; and for my part, I fincerely declare, I envied: 
no woman upon earth —How little, alas! did 1 
then know, er ſuſpe@ the price · I was to pay for all 
© my joys.—A mateh of real love is, indeed, truly para- 
« dife; and ſuch perfect happineſs ſeems to be the fer- 
6 biddea fruit to mortals, which we are to lament ha- 
* ving taſted during the reſt of our lives. 
The firſt uneaſineſs which attacked us after our 
* marriage was on my aunt's account. It was very 
« diſagreeable to live under the noſe of ſo near a 
| relation, who did not acknowledge us; but, on 
the comrary, was ever doing us all the ill turns in 
her er; and making a party againſt us in the 
« pariſh, which is always eaſy enough to do among 
"0 _ Rs; int 1 who are their A 
© 
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in rank, and, at the ſame time, their: inferiors- in 
fortune. This made Mr Bennet think of, procu- 
ring an exchange, in which intention he was ſoon 
« after confirmed by the arrival of the rector. lt 
s was the rector's cuſtom to · ſpend three — 


year at his living; for which purpoſe he reſerved 


an apartment, in bis, parſonage-houfe, which was 


full large enough ſor two ſack. little families as then 


occupied it: we, at firſt, promiſed ourſelves ſome 
little convenience from his boardiag with, us; and 


Vr Bennet, began to lay aſide his- thong bie o lea 


« ving his curacy, at leail for ſome time. But-theſe 
golden ideas preſently vaniſhed ;. for though we both 
+ uſed our utmoſt endeavours to pleaſe: him, we ſoon 
found the impoſſibility of ſucceeding. , He; was, 
indeed, to we you his character in a word, lle 

! mal. ent or mortals. - This temper, notwih» 
0 Randing that he was both a.good-and: a pious- man, 
made his company ſo inſufferable, that nothing 
could compenſate it. If his breakſaſi was not ready 
to a moment, if a diſh. of. meat was too; much or 


« too little done; in ſhort, if any thing failed of eʒ-— 


actly hitting his taſte, he was ſure to be out of hu- 
+ mour all that day; ſo that, indeed, he was ſcarce 
ever in a good temper a hole day together: for 
Fortune ſeems to take a delight in 5 this 
kind of diſpoſition, to which human life; with its 
4 auf accidents, i in oth. by n mean 
* fitted, 


— K Mr Bennet was now, by my deſire, a a b. 


* own, determined to quit the pariſh; but when he 
he found it a matter 


attempted to get an exchange. 
ol more diſiculty than he had apprehended: ſor the 
rector's temper was: ſp well known among tbe 
neighbouring clergy, that none of them could be 
; brought to think af ſpending chree months in a 
« year with him. 
After many fruitleſb enquiries, Mr Bennet thought 
5 belt-to. remove to London, the great mart. ot all 
* affairs; eceleſiaſtical and civil. This. project greatly 
* pleaſed him; and he reſolved, without more delay, 
to take his leaye. of the rector; which: he did in the 
moſt * manner poſlible, and 1 = 
| © farew 
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farewell ſermong nor was there a dry eye in the 
church, except among the few whom my aunt, who 
remained ſtill intaorable; lan r mne 
us without any cauſmme. 
4 — we ee; add — our lodging 
* _ firſt night at the inn where the ſtage · coac 
us down; the next morning my huſband went ont 
_ © early on his buſineſs, and returned with the good 
© news of having heard of a curacy, and of 3 
equipped himſelf with a lodging in the nei 8885 
hood of a worthy peer, who, ſaid; he, was 2 fel- 
« tow collegiate; and what is more, I have a direction 
< to a perſon who wil advance your po ih as a very 
© reaſonable rate. 


This lat particular was extremely agreeable. to- 
y me; ſor our laſt guinea" was now broached; and 
© the rector bad lent my huſband ten pounds to pa 
his debts in the country; for with all his peeviſh. 
* neſs he was a good and a generous man, and had; 
* indeed: ſo many valuable qualities, that 1 lamented 

* his temper, after | knew him enn, as much, 
v his account, as on my own. 

We now quitted the inn, and went w our lod: 
o gings, where my huſband having placed me in ſafe- 
©, ty, as he faid, he went aBout. the un of the ee 
©. gacy, with good affurance of ſucceſs. 

My huſband returned elated with his beben the 
<, perſon to whom he applied having undertaken to 
advance the legacy, which he fulfilled as ſoon as the. ' 
proper enquiries could be made, and proper infirue 
. BY ons older — for that purpoſe. ATE 
This, however, took up ſo much time; that az: 
dur fund was fo very low, we were reduced to ſome 
« diſtreſs, and obliged to live extremely penurious; 
nor would all do, without my taking a moſt diſ- 


8 way of procuring money, by erung one 


3 Ai et 4as- now: ade in a eueney ih den. 
8 * — tly to his ſatisfaction ; and our affairs ſeemed to 

4 a proſperous aſpect, when he came home to 
me one morning in much apparent diſorder, Jook- 
1. . 4 
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« with a ſudden faintneſs and lowaeſs of ſpirits. 


IS 


« Frighted as I was, I immediately ran down ſtairs, 


and procured ſome rum of the miſtreſs of the houſe; 


the firſt time, indeed, I ever knew him drink any. 


3 
« or other to get him a dram; for that he was taken 


When he came to himſelf, he begged me not to be 


alarmed; for it was no diſtemper, but ſ ö 
that had vexed him, which had cauſed his diſorder, 
which he had now perfectly recovered. 

He then told me the whole affair. He had ki- 


© therto deferred paying a viſit to the Lord whom 1 
mentioned to have been formerly his fellow coll 


ate, and was now his neighbour, till he could put 


. * himſelf in decent rigging. He had now purchaſed 
* a new caſſock, hat and wig, and went to pay his 

reſpects to his old acquaintance, who had received 

from him many civilities and aſſiſtances in his learn - 


ing at the univerſity, and had promiſed to . 
them fourfold hereafter. 


It was not without. ſome. difficulty that Mr 9 | 


got into the antichamber. Here he waited, or, as 
the phraſe is, cooled his heels. for above an hour 


before ke ſaw his Lordſhip; nor had he ſeen him 


then, but by accident ; for my Lord was going out, 
© when he-caſually intercepted him in his paſſlagetto 
© his charios. He approached te ſalute him with 
* ſome familiarity, though with ſome reſpect, depend- 
ing on his former intimacy, when my Lord ſtopping 
* ſhort, very gravely told him, he had not the plea- 
« ſure of knowing him. How! my Lord,” ſaid he, 
can you have fo ſoon forgot your old acquaintance 
Tom Bennet? O Mr Bennet, cries his Lordſhip, 
with much reſerve, is it you? you will pardon 
« my memory. I am glad to ſee you, Mr Bennet; 
© but you muſt excuſe me at preſent: for I am in 

very great haſte.” He then broke from him, and 
without more ceremony, or any further. nd 
* went directly into his chariot; 

This cold reception from a per ſon for whou 7 
© huſband had a real friendſhip, and from whom he 
© had great reaſon to expect a very warm return of 


affection, ſo affected the poor man, that it cauſed all 


* thoſe ſymptoms which 1 have mentioned betore. 
M 3 Though 


— 
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1 - this incident produced no material con - 
£ ſequence, I could not paſs it over in ſilence; as, of 
© alt the misfortunes which ever befel him, it affected 
© my huſband the moſt. I need not, however, to a 
woman of your delicacy, make any comments on 
a behaviour, which, though I believe it is very com- 
mon, is nevertheleſs eruel and baſe beyond deſcrip. 
tion; and is diametrically are to true honour, 
"0" well as to goodneſs. 

To relieve the untuſineſs which r huſband felt 
on aceount of his falſe friend, l PR with him 
© to go very t, almoſt for a ortnight together, 
to the play * Sarto of which he was early 
© fond, and from which he did not think mz 
62 Fs man excluded him; indeed, it is very we if 

auſtere perſons who would be inclined to cen- 

— on this Wee, have u greater 
© fins to anſwer for. 

From this time, e Move: bitches * paſſed 
our time very agreeably, a little too agreeably per. 
*- haps for our cireumſtances: for however innocent 
«diverſions may be in other reſpects, they muſt be 
© Owned to be expenſive. "When" you conſider then, 
Madam, that our income from the 'curacy was leſs 
than forty pounds a- year, and that after payment 
of the debt to the rector, and another to my aunt, 
with the coſts in law which ſhe had occaſioned by 
©: ſuing for it, my legacy was reduced to leſs than ſe - 
_ © venty pounds, you will not wonder that in diver- 

ſions, cloaths, and the common erpences of life, we | 
© had almoit conſumed our whole Rock. 

The inconfiderate-manner in which we had lived 
© for ſome time, will, [ doubt not, appear to you to 
want fome excuſe; but I have none to make for it. 
Two things, however, now happened, which occa- 
ſioned much {ſerious reflection to Mr Bennet; the 
one was, that I near my time; the other, that 
© he now ee letter from Oxford, demanding 
the debt of forty pounds, whieh ! mentioned to you 
© before. The former oſ theſe, he made a pretente 
of obtaining a delay for the payment of the latter, 
2M N in erb n e wig or + 
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by which means he obtained'a forbearance during 


6 that time. 
6 — jo a ſon, a matter which 
« ſhould in reality have. increaſed our concern; but 
on the contrary it gave us great pleaſure; greater 
indeed could not have been conceived at the birth 
of an heir to the moſt plentiful eſtate. So entirely 
thoughtleſs were we, and ſo little forecat had we 
of thoſe many evils and diſtrefſes to which we had 
rendered a human creature, and one fo dear to us, 
liable. The day of a chriſtening is in all families, 
I believe, a day of jubilee and rejoicing ; and yet, if 
ve conſider the, intereſt of that little wretch Who 
is the geraden, how very little reaſon would the 
moſt ſanguine perſons have for their joy? 
But though our eyes were too weak to look for- 
ward for the ſake of our child, we could not be 
blinded to tlioſe dangers that immediately threatened 
ourſelves. Mr Bennet, at the expiration of the two 
months, received a ſecond letter from Oxford, in a 
very peremptory ſtyle, and threatening a ſuit with- 
out any farther delay. This alarmed us in the 
ſtrongeſt manner; and my huſband, to ſecure his li- 
* berty, was adviſed for a while to helter t in 
the verge of the court. | |. 
And now, Madam, I am entering © on that Gent 
* which directiy leads to all my miſery. Here 
ſhe topped, and wiped her eyes,—and then - begging 
Amelia to excuſe her for a few minutes, ran haſtily 
out of the room, leaving Amelia by: herſelf, while the 
refreſhed her ſpirits with a cordial to enable her to 
Nen what er in the next ee 


0 H A P. VI. 
F re continued. 


W. 8 Bennet returning into the room, $0 4% a 
ſhort apology for her abſence, and then e. 
ceeded in thoſe words: = 

We now left our lodging, and took a ſecond floor 
in that very houſe where you. now are; to which 
* we were recommended by the woman where we 


* had before deeds for the miſtreſſes of both houſes 


Vor. 3 E e * were 


9 D 


— %. 


% 


„ 2 NM K l 1 4. Besen 


< were acquainted; and, indeed, we bad been all 
the play together. Te this new lodging, then, 
(ſuch was our wretched deſtiny), we immediately 
< repaired, and were received by Mrs Elliſon (how 
can | bear the ſound of that deteſted name!) with 
much civility: ſhe took care, however, during the 
« firſt fortnight of our reſidenee, to wait upon us 
every Monday morning for the rent; ſuch being, 
© it ſeems, the cuſtom of this place, which as it was 
1 inhabited chiefly by perſons in debt, is not the re- 


gion of eredit. 

My hoſband, by the ſin ar goodneſs of the 
rector, who greatly compa his caſe, - was 
enabled to continue in his c , though” he could 

only do the duty on Sundays. He was, however, 
« ſometimes obliged to furniſh a perſon to officiate at 
his expence; ſo that our income was very ſcanty, 
and the poor little remainder of the legacy ; 
« almoſt ſpent, we were reduced to ſome difficulties, 
and, what was worſe, ſaw wakes prolpes of ae 
£ before our eyes. 
« Under theſe ee eee how i to poor 
Mr Bennet muſt have been the behaviour of Mrs 
« Elliſon, who, when he carried her her rent on the 
© uſual day, told him, with a benevolent; ſmile, that 
he needed not to give himſelf the trouble of ſoch 
exact punctuality. She added, that, if it was at 
any time inconvenient to him, he might pay her 
when he pleaſed. © To ſay the truth, ſays the, © 1 
never was ſo much pleaſed with any lodgers in my 
« life. I am convinced, Mr Bennet, you are a very 
2 worthy man, and you are a very happy one too; for 
you have the prettieſt wife, and the prettieſt child 
« ever ſaw.'—Theſe, dear Madam, were the words 
ſhe was pleaſed to make uſe of; and I am ſure ſhe 
| © behaved to me with ſuch an appearance of friendſbi 
and affection. that, as I could not perceive. any 
+ ſible views of .interet which ſhe could have in her 
< profeſbons, I eaſily believed them real. 
There lodged in the ſame houſe 0 Mrs Booth 


t the blood runs cold to my heart, and ſhould run 


cold to yours when I name him: — there 
< in the ſame houſe a 1 indeed dn 
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à to a gay young fellow ! but if 1 was filly in bein 
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« have ſince ſeen in your company. This Lord, Mrs 
- « Elliſon told me, had taken a great faucy to my lit- 


« tle Charly: fool that I was, and md blinded by my own. 
© paſſion, which made me conceive that an infant, not 
three months old, could be. really the object of af - 
fection to any beſides a parent ; and more eſpecially” 


« deceived, how wicked was the wretch who — 
© me; who uſed ſueh art, and employed fuch pains, 
fſuch incredible pains” to deceive me I he acted the 
part of a nurſe to my little infant; he danced it, he 
julled it, he kiſſed it; declared it was the very pic- 
© ture of a nephew of bie, his favourite ſiſter's child; 
and ſaid ſo many kind and fond things of its beauty, 
that I myſelf, though, I believe, one of the tendereſt, 
and fondeſt of mothers, ſcarce carried my own ideas 
of my little darling's Perfection 8 the compli- 
ments which he paid it. 
My lord, however, perhaps from modeſty before 
my — fell far ſnort of what Mrs Elliſon reported 


from him. And now, when the found the impreſſion 
Which was made on me by theſe means, ſhe took - 


© every opportunity of inſinuating to me his lordſhip's 


many virtues, his great is to his ſiſter's chil- 


« dren in particular; nor did ſhe fail to drop ſome 
hints, which ba me the moſt ſimple and ground - 


© leſs hopes of ge un from — 0 adnels 
© to my Charly. 


* When by theſe means, whiehs, ſapte as they may + 


appear, were, perhaps, the molt artful, my lord had 
gained ſomething more, I think, than my eſteem, 
© he took the ſureſt method to confirm himſeif in my 


* affetion. This was, by profeſſing the higheſt friend- 


* " ſhip for my buſband : for, as to myſelf, f do affore 
© you, he never ſhewed me more than common re- 
* ſpe&; and hope you will believe,” ſhould have 


immediately ſtartied and flown off if he had. Poor 
+ accounted for all the friendſhip which he expreſſed 


for my huſband, and all the fondueſs which he ſhew- 


_ ©ed'to my boy, from the great prettineſs of the one, 


* and the great merit of the other ; fooliſhly conceiv- 
dg that — with my eyes, and felt with my 


oo arab Little did. R 8 


- 
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perſon was the fountain of al mis lord's goodneſs, 
and was the intended price of it. 
One evening, as 1 was Wing tea wich Mrs 
« Elliſon. by my lord's fire, (a liberty which the never 
ſerupled taking when he was gone out), my little 
Charly, now about half a year old, ſitting in ber 
* lap; my lord, accidentally, no doubt, indeed, I 
IG then thought it ſo, came in. I was confounded, and 
offered to go; but my lord declared, if he diſtürbed 
Mrs Elliſon's company, as he phraſed it, he would 
© himſelf leave the room. When I was thus prevail- 
ed an to keep my ſeat, my Jord immediately took 
my little baby into his lap, and gave it ſome tea 
there, not a lutle at the expence of his embroidery; 
for he was very richly dreſſed; indeed, he was as five 
à figure as, perhaps, ever was ſeen, His behaviour 
on this occaſion gave me many ideas in his favour, 
I thonght he diſcovered good ſenſe, good nature, 
©. condeſcenſion, and other good qualities, by the fond- 
© neſs he ſhewed to my child, and the contempt he 
ſeemed to expreſs for his finery. which ſo greatly be- 
©. came him; for I cannot devy but that —— was the 
© handſomeſt and genteeleſt perſon iu che v d, though 
< ſach waeren advanced him not a Rep in wy 
© favour. 
My huſband pow ne! foes chavek.; (for this 
| happened on a Sunday), and was, by my lord's par- 
ticular defire, uſhered: into the room. My lord re- 
ceeived bim with the utmoſt politeneſs, and wich many 
< profeſſions of eſteem; which, he ſaid, be had concei- 
ved from Mrs Elliſon's repreſentation. of his merit. 
J He then proceeded to ee the living, which 
was detained from my huſband, of which Mrs El- 
© hſon had likewiſe informed him'; and; faid, he 
5 thought it would be no difficult matter to obtain a 
© reſtoration of it by the authority of the biſhop, who 
aus his particular friend, and to whom he would 
« take an immediate opportunity of . mentioning it. 
% This, at laſt, he determined to do-the very next da; 
when he invited us both to dinner, where we r 
to be acquainted with his lordſbip's ſucceſs. | 
My lord now. inſiſted on my huſband's ging 
* ſupper with- TITER NEE? of = 7 
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« but Mrs Elliſon declared, he ſhould not part man 


« and wife; and that ſhe herſelf would tay with me. 


© The. motion was too agreeable to me to be reject· 
< ed; and, except the little time I retired to put my 
child to bed, we ſpent together the moſt agreeable 

evening imaginable; nor was it, I believe, cafy to 


© decide, whether Mr Bennet or myſelf were molt 
« delighted with his . — and Mrs Elliſon ; but 


« this I affure you, the generoſity of the one, and the 
© extreme civility and kindneſs of the other, were the 
ſubjects of our cobverſation all the enſuing night, | 


during which we neither of us cloſed our eyes. 


»The next day at dinner, my Lord acquainted 1 


© that he had prevailed with the biſhop to write to 
* the clergyman in the country; indeed, he told us, 
that he had engaged: the biſhop to be very warm in 
our intereſt, and Rad not the leaſt doubt of ſucceſs. 
This threw us both into a flow of ſpirits; and in the 
© afternoon, Mr Bennet; at Mrs Elliſon's requeſt, 

* which was ſeconded by his Lordſhip, related the 
_ © hittory of our lives,” from aur firſt: acquaintance. 
My Lord ſeemed much affected with ſome tender 
* ſcenes, which, as no man could better feel, fo none 


could better deſcribe than my huſband. When he 
© had finiſhed, my Lord begged pardon, for mention 


ing an occurrence which gave him ſuch a particular 


concern, as it had diſturbed that delicious ſtate of 


* # 


* happineſs in which we had lived at our ſormer 


c lodging. * It would be ungenerous,” ſaid he, 
« to rejoice at an accident, which, though it brought 
* me fortunately -acquainted with two of the moſt 
« agreeable people in the world, was yet at the ex- 
* pence of your mutual felicity. The circumſtance I 


* mean, is your debt at Oxford; pray how doth that 
4 ftand? 1 am reſolved it ſhall never diſturb your hap- 


* pineſs hereafter.” At theſe words, the tears burſt 
from my poor huſband's eyes; and in an ecſtacy of 
* gratitude, he cried out, Your Lordſhip overcomes 


me with generoſity, If you go on in this manner, 


both my- wife's gratitude and mine muſt be bank 


„ rupt.* He then acquainted my Lord with the exact 
© ſtate of the caſe, and received affurances from him, 


1 1 the debt ſhould never trouble him. My houſbend 


EET was 
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1 We e n out into che „ expreſſions 
of gratitude; but my Lord opt bim ſhort ; ſaying/ 
If you have any obli tion, it is to my lietle Cha fly 
66, 9 from whole little innocent ſmiles. I have — . 
ved more than the value of this trifling debt in plea- 
« ſure. I * to tell you, that when I offered to leave 
- © the room after dinner, upon my child's account, my 
ww Lord would not ſuffer me; but ordered the child to 
be brought to me. He now took i it out of my arms, 
« placed it: upon his own knee, and fed it with ſome 
fruit from the deſſert. In ſhort, it would be more 
| a tedious to von than myſelf, to relate the thouſand 
« little tenderneſſes be ſhewed to the child, He gave it 
I many baubles ; amongſt the reſt was a coral, worth at 
© lealt three pounds ; and when my huſband. was con- 
fined near a fortnight, to his chamber with a cold, 
* he viſited the child every day; (for to this infant's 
account were all the viſits placed); and ſeldom failed 

. pro accompanying his viſit * a N. to the. wo | 

thing. 4 
Fe — * Mrs Booth, L . help, mentioning * 
doubt which hath often ariſen. in my mind, ſince I 
* have been enough miſtreſs of myſelf; iq reflect on 
s this horrid train which was laid to blow up my.in- 
| « nocence. Wicked and barbarous it was to the 
6 < Kghe degree, without any queſtion: but my doubt 
is, whether the art or folly of it be the more con- 
2 « ſpicuous : for however delicate and refined the art 
*- muſt be allowed to have been, the folly, | think, 
muſt, upon à fair examination, - appear no leſs 
* aſtoniſhing : for to Jay all conſiderations of cruclty | 

and crime. out of the caſe, what a fooliſh. bargain 
© doth the man make for himſelf, thts purchaſes ſo 
poor a pleafure at ſo high a price! 
We had lived near three weeks with as much free- 
dom as if we had been all of the ſame family; when 
one afternoon, my Lord propoſed to my huſband to 
ride down himſelf to ſolicit the ſurrender: for. he 
« ſaid e biſhop, had received an unſatisfactory anſwer 
from the parſon, and had writ a ſecond letter more 
« prefling; which his Lordſhip now promiſed us to 
8 firengrhen by one of his own that my huſband was to 
s SMP with him. Mr Bennet agreed to this We” 


"> 


— 
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Y — great thankfulgeſs; and the next day was ap- : 
© pointed: for his journey. The diſtance was near 

5 ſeventy miles. F | 13% BIET 

My huſband ſet out on his journey; and he had 

«© ſcarce left me before Mrs Elliſon) came into my 

room, and endeavoured to 'comfort me in his ab- 

ſence; to fay the truth, though he was to be from 

© me but a few days, and the purpoſe of his l 
to fix our happineſs on a ſound 9 4 or A 

future days, I could ſcarce ſupport my ſpirits under 

this firſt paration. But though I then thought Mrs 

« Elliſon's intentions to be moſt kind and js 3 

c 2 the means ſhe uſed were utterly ineffectual, ang 

© appeared to me injudicious. Inſtead of ſoothing my 
uneaſineſs, which is always the firſt phyſie to be 
given to grief, ſhe rallied me upon it, and began to 
talk in a very unuſual ſtile of gaiety, in which he 
treated conjugal love with . ridicule, _ 
I gave her to underſtand that ſhe diſpleaſed me 
by this diſcourſe; but ſhe ſoon found means to give 
* ſuch a turn to it, as made a merit of all ſhe had ſaid, 
And now, when ſhe had worked me into a good hu- 
Amour, ſhe made a propoſal to me, which I at firſt 
rejected; but at laſt fatally.— too 17 ſuffered 
myſelf to be over perſuaded, This was to go to a 
* maſquerade; at Ranelagh, for which my. ord had 
* furniſhed her with tickets,” 
At theſe words, Amelia turned pale as death, and 
haſtily begged her friend to give her a glaſs of water, 
ſome air, or any thing: Mrs Bennet having thrown 
open the window, and procured the water, which pre- 
vented Amelia from fainting, looked at her with much - 
tenderneſs; and cried, * I do not wonder, my dear Ma- 
* dam, that you are affected with my mentioning that 
fatal maſquerade: ſince I firmly believe the ſame 
ruin was intended for you at the ſame place. The 
8 „ apprehenſion of which occaſioned the letter I ſent 
* you this morning, and all the trial of a anal 
« which 1 have made ſince,” 

Amelia gave her a tender r wth many er- 
preſſions of the warmeſt gratitude; aſſured her, ſhe bad 
pretty well recovered her ſpirits, and begged her t 
continue LAT: ory; 5 which Mrs Bennet then ad 

; | ; owever, 
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However, as our readers may likewiſe nat 
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RS Bennet proceeded dae 
II was at length prevailed on e's ac 
122 Ellifon to the maſquerade. Here, T wuſt con- 

ſeſs. the pleaſantneſs of the place, the variety of the 
"© dreſſes, and the novelty of the thing gave me much 
© delight, and raiſed my fancy to the Jigheft pitch, 
As 1 was entirely void of all ſuſpicion, m 757 
* threw off all reſerve, and pleafure only wied m. 

* thoughts. Innocence, it is true, poſſeſſed my Wan 
but it was innocence unguarded, intoxicated with 
fooliſh deſires, and liable to every t-mptation, 
© During the firſt two hours, we had many trifling ad- 
© ventures not worth remembering. At length wy 
© Lord joined us, and continued with me all the even · 
* ing; and we danced ſeveral dances together. 
need not, I believe, tell you, Mada how en- 
„ Faging his converſation is. I wiſh 1 could with truth 
* lay, I was not pleaſed with it; or, at leaſt, that [ 
* had a right to be pleaſed with it. But 1 will dif- 

+ guiſe nothing from you: I now began to difcover - 
* that he had ſome affection for me; but he had al- 
- + ready too firm a footing in my eſteem, to make the 

* diſcovery ſhocking. 1 will I will own the truth; 
1 was delighted with perceiving a paſſion in bim, 
* which I was not unwilling to think he had had from 
the beginning, and to derive his having concealed it 
© ſo long, from his awe of my virtue, and his reſpect 
to my underſtanding. I affure you, Madam, at the 
© ſame time, my intentions were, never to exceed the 
© bounds of innocence. I was charmed with the de- 
© licacyof his paſſion ; and in the fooliſh, rhought- 
© leſs' curn of mind in which I then was, I fancied 
© might give ſome very diſtant encouragement tp ſuch 
© a paſſion in ſuch a man, with the utmoſt fafery; 
« that I might indulge my vanity and intereſt at 
s once, without DAY WY: of the kaft i wats ka 1 
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21 know Mrs Booth will condecn all theſe ir 
c Des I condemn. them no leſs myſelf; for it is now 
my ſtedfaſt opinion, that the woman who gives up 
the leaſt out · work of her cas. a, in that ary 
moment, betray the citadel. 
About two o'clock! we 8 home;! and und 
« a.yery handſome collation: provided for us. I was 
© aſked to partake of it; and I did not, I could not 
refuſe. I Was net, however, entirely void of all ſu- 
« ſpicion, and L made many reſolutions; one of Which 
was. not to drink a drop more than my uſual ſtint. 
This was, at the memes Nagle, pans oh half a pint 
i of ſmall punch. + eie. 
© | adhered. tirictly to — quantity; J bos in the 
* - qualiti Lam convinced, I was deceived :- for, be- 
fore | left the room, I found my head giddy. What 
© the villain gave me, I know not; but beſides, being 
© intoxicated, I perceivgd. effect from. ty which me 
not to be deſcribed, - it 
Here, Madam, I —_ drow: 2 curtain over the — 
i ſidue of that fatal night. Let it ſuffice, that it in - 


© volved me in the moſt dreadful ruin; à ruin, too 


© which, I can truly ſay, I never conſented; and of 
60 whiohe I was ſcarce conſcious, when the villainous. 
man avowed it to my face in the morning. 287 
Thus I have deduced my ſtory to the moſt. ere 
period: happy had I been, had this been the period 
of my life; but I was reſerved for greater miſeries: 
© but before I enter on them, I will mention ſomething 
very remarkable, with which I was now acquainted, 
c and that will -ſhew there was nothing of -accident 
© which had befallen me; but that all was the effect 
« of a long, regular, premeditated x * ln 
Lou may remember, Madam, I told 70u, that we. 
< were recommended to Mrs Elliſon by the woman 
at vhoſe houſe we had before lodged. This woman, 
it ſeems, was one of my Lord's pimps, and had he- 
fore introduced me to his Lordſhip's notice. 
Lou are to know then, Madam, that ads, 
© this Lord, now conſeſſod to me, that he had ſirſt ſeen 
me in the gallery at the oratorio; whit her I had gone 
„with tickets with which the woman where | firſt 
£ ah had preſented , and which * it ſeems, 
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©. purchaſed OPTI WY Here I firſt met the vile 
betrayer, who was diſguiſed in a n and 4 
patch upon his face. 

At theſe words, Amelia cried, „0 gracious Hea- 
c vens!” and fell back in bevebaing! Mrs Bennet, wick 
proper applications, brought her back to life; and 
then Amelia acquainted her, that ſhe herſelf had firſt 
ſeen the ſame perſon, in the ſame place; and in the 
fame diſguiſe. O, Mrs Bennet, cried ſhe} how am 
I indebted to you! what words, what thanks, what 
actions can demonſtrate the gratitude of ny fenti- 
ments I look upon you, and always ſhall look upon 

< 'you, as my preſeryer from the brink of a precipice; 
from which 1 was falling into the ſame ruin which 
you have ſo generouſly, ſo. carer bf and ſo nobly * 
© cloſed. for my ſake 

Here the two ladies compired notes; vas it ap- | 
| that his Lordſhip's behaviour at the Oratorio 
had been alike to both: that he had made uſe of the 
very ſame words, the very ſame actions to Amelia, 
which he had practiſed over before on poor unfortu · 
nate Mrs Bennet. It may, perhaps, be thought 
ſtrange, that neither of them could afterwards recol - 
lect Ian; but ſo it was. And, indeed, if we conſider 
the force of diſguiſe,” the very ſhort time that either 
of them was with him at this firſt inter vie w, and the 
very little curioſity that muſt have been ſuppoſed in 
the minds of the ladies, together with the amuſement 


in which they were then engaged, all wonder will, I | 


apprehend,” ceaſe. Amelia, however, now declared, 
ſue remembered his voice and features perfectly vel; 
and was thoroughly ſatisfied he was the ſame perſon, 
She then accounted for his not having viſited in the 
afternoon; according to his promiſe, from her decla- 
red: refolutions to Mrs Elliſon not to ſee him. She 
now” burſt forth into ſome very ſatirical ĩnvectives 
againſt thar lady, and declared the had the” art; mr 
as the wickedneſs of the devil himſelf. 

Many congratulations now paſſed fron Mrs'Bennet 
10 Ameſia, which were returned with the meſt hearty 
acknowjedgments from that lady. But, inſteadof 
_ our paper with theſe, we tall parte! Mrs Ben- 
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net's tory ; which ſhe reſumed, as me hall find inthe 
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0 ſooner,” faid Mrs Bennet, See her 

ſtory, © was my Lord departed, than Mrs El- 
, 1 She behaved in ſuch a manner, 
« when ſhe became acquainted with what had paſſed, 
that though I was at firſt ſatisfied of her guilt, ſhe 
began to ſtagger my opinion; and at length pre- 
vailed upon me entirely to acquit her; She 1 1 
* like a mad woman againſt my Lord, ſwore he ſhould 
not ſtay a moment in her houſe, and that ſhe would 
never ſpeak to him more. In ſhort, had ſhe been the 
* moſt innocent woman in the world, ſhe could not 
have ſpoke, nor acted any otherwiſe; nor could 
* ſhe have vented more wn and indignation again 
the betraye. 

That part of her 1 of vengeance, 
vhich concerned my Lord's leaving the houſe, ſhe 
* vowed ſhould be executed immediately; but then, 
* ſeeming to recollect herſelf, ſhe ſaid, * Conſider, my 
dear child, it is for your ſake alone ſpeak: will 
not ſuch a proceeding give ſome ſuſpicion to your 
© huſband?” I anfwered, that I valued not that; that 
I was reſolved to inform my huſband of all, the mo- 


ment I ſaw him; with many expreſſions of deteſta- 


tion of myſelf, and an indifference for life, and * 
every thing elſGG. 
\ Mrs Ellifon, however. fond means to ſoothe me, 


and to ſatisfy me with my own innocence; a point, 


in which, I believe, we are all eaſily convinced. In 
© ſhort, 1 was perſnaded to acquit both myſelf and 
© her, to lay the whole guilt upon my Lord, and to 
reſolve to conceal it from my huſband, 
| © That whole day I confined myſelf to my chamber, 
and faw no perſon but Mrs Elliſon.” I was, indeed, 
* aſhamed to look any one in the face. "Happily for 
* me, my Lord went into the country without at- 


* tempting to come near me; r 


8 "IR have driven me to 2 


- © The 


— 


/ 


g 


; * 
= 
I— 2 OPTERON or TIE oe „ — ] -N2n• EB So PU ———— oo es 


= * \ 
„ e 466i OR Ra 


7 ld * M_ 
* — N * — 
W. 


5 4 M Kk L I A \Borvi. 


ehe next day I told Mrs Elliſon. hes 4 was re- 
© ſolved to leave her lodgings the moment my Lord 
© came to town; not on her account, (for I really in- 
* clined to think her innocent), but on my Lord's, 
*© whoſe face I was reſolved, if poſſible, never more 
to behold. She told me, I had no reaſon to quit her 
+ -houſeon: that ſeore; for that my Lord himſelf had 
left ber lodgings that morning, in reſentment, the | 
believed, of the abuſes which bad . on dm, 
« r day before. 49-1 
This confirmed me ia the opinion a of deve innocence; | 
wy nor hath ſhe from that day to this, till my acquaint- 
anee with you, Madam, done any thing to forfeit 
my opinion. On. the contrary, I owe her many 
good offices; among the reſt; I have an annuity; of 
one hundred and 817 pound a- year from my Lord, 
which I know was owing to her ſollicitations: for 
* ſhe is not void of generoſity or good - nature; though 
£ by what L have lately ſeen, I am convinced {he was 
© the cauſe of my ruin, and hath! endeavoured to lay 
the ſame ſnares for you. | 
But to return to my 8 fry, My huſ- 
band returned at the appointed time; and I met 
4 him with an agitation of mind not to be deſcribed. 
'B ee the fatigue which he had undergone in his 
Journey, and his diſſatisfaction at his ill ſucceſs, pre- 
+. vented his taking notice of what I feared was too 
< viſible; All his hopes were entirely fruſtrated; the 
+ clergyman had not received the Biſhop's letter, and 
7 as to my Lord's, he treated it; with derifion and 
contempt. Tired as he was, Mr Bennet would not 
4 quot down till he had enquired for my Lord, intending 
| o and pay his compliments. Poor man! be 
3 lie e ſuſpected that he had deceived him, as I have 
_ © ſince known, concerning the biſhop ; much leſs did 
he ſuſpect any other injury. But the Lord the 
© villain was gene out of town; ſo. n was forced 
to poſtpone all his gratitude. 7 Set 
Mr Bennet returned to town late on the Saturday 
* ight, nevertheleſs he performed his duty at church 
th next day; but I refuſed to go with him. This, 
| - 1 think. was the firſt refuſal.[ was guilty of ſinte our 
- ne dut I was become ſo miſerable, that his 
2 9 preſence, 
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« preſence, which had been the ſource of all my hap- 

« pineſs, was become my bane. I will not ſay I ha- 

© ted to ſee him; but I can ſay I was aſhamed, in- 
© deed, afraid to look him in the face. I was con- 
- © ſcious of I know not what-——Guilt, I hope, it can 

not be called... | 8 Lad phe SHR 


x 


I hope not, nay, I think not,” cries Amelia. 
My huſband,” continued Mrs Bennet, perceived 
© my diſſatisfaction, and imputed it to his ill ſucceſs in 
© the country. I was pleaſed with this ſelf - deluſion; 
and yet, when [ fairly compute the agonies I ſuf - 
5 fered at his endeavours to comfort me on that head, 
I paid moſt-ſeverely for it. O my dear Mrs Booth, 
happy is the deceived party between true lovers, and 
© wretched indeed is the author of the deceit! | 
- + In this wretched condition I paſſed a whole week, 
© the moſt miſerable, I think, of my whole life, en- 
« .deavouring to humour my huſband's deluſion, and 
© to conceal my own tortures; but I had reaſon to 
fear I could not ſucceed long; for on the Saturday 
night | perceived a viſible alteration in his beha- 
viour to me. He went to bed in an apparent ilf 
humour, turned fallenly from me; and if I offered 
at any endearments, he gave me only peeyith an- 
ſ wer. $354 1 K 8 
After à reſtleſs turbulent night, he roſe early on 
Sunday morning, and walked down ftairs. I ex- 
_ © pected his return to breakfaſt, but was ſoon inform- 
ed by the maid that he was gone forth; and that it 
* was no more than ſeven o'clock. All this, you may 
* believe, Madam, alarmed me. I ſaw plainly he had 
* diſcovered the fatal ſecret, though by what means 
* could not divine. The ſtate of my mind was very 
© little ſhort-of madneſs. Sometimes I thought of 
running away from my injured haſband, and fome- 
times of putting an end to my life. * 
ln che midſt of fuck perturbations I ſpent the day. 
My huſband returned in the evening. — 0 Hea- 
© veris! can I deſtribe what followed ? ——It is im- 
V poſſible, I hall fink under the relation, ——He 
entered the room, with a face as white as a ſheet, - 
© his lips trembling, and his eyes red as coals of fire, 
* and ſtarting as it were from his head. Molly,” 
You, K. Ff _ © cries 
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eries he, throwing, himſelf into his PRs 
„ well? Good Heavens ſays I, ——. the 
matter — Indeed, I cannot ſay I am well. NoP 
_ ſays be,—ftarting from his chair, falſe monſter, 
% you have betrayed me, deſtroyed me, you have 

< ruined your huſband” Then, locking like a — 
he ſnatched off a large book from a cable, and with 
the malice of a madman, threw it at my head, and 
* 1 me down backwards. He then caugbt me 

2 in his arms, and kiſſed me with moſt extrava- 
= tenderneſs; then, looking me Redfaſtly in the 
for ſeveral moments, the tears guſhed in à tor- 


rent from his eyes, and with his utmoſt violence he 
< threw me again on the floor—kicked me, ſtamped 
< upon me. | believe, indeed, his intent was to kill 
- 15 and I believe he thought be had accompliſh- 
* it. 
< 1 lay on the ground for ſome minutes, 1 believe; | 

rived of my ſenſes. When I recovered myſelf, 

| Gund oy huſband lying by my ſide on his face, and 

the blood running from him. It ſeems, when he 
thought he had diſpatched me, -he run his head 
with all his force againſt a cheſt of d which 
ſtood in the Tom, and gave mall a dreadful 
wound in his head. 
I can truly ſay, I un leaſt e for 
the uſage I had received; I thought I deſerved it 
all; though, indeed, I little ed what he had 
ſuffered from me. I now uſed the moſt earneſt en- 
treaties to him to compoſe himſelf; and endea- / 
voured with my feeble arms to raiſe him from the 
ground. At — he broke from me, and ſpring- 
ing from the ground, flung himſelf into 4 chair, 
when looking Sildiy.ar me, he -cried,—* Go from 
„ me, Molly. I beſeech you leave nie, I: would not 
kill you.'—He then pv to me ——O Mrs 
4 Booth, can yon not gueſs it :I was indeed polluted 
< by the villain—1 had infected my haſband—Q Hea- 
« vens! why. do I live to relate any thing io horriq — 
I will not, I cannot yet ſurvive it. 1 cannot gy 
* myſelf. Heaven cannot forgive me..— 

Here ſhe became inarticulate with the 3 


| her gil, and fell preſently into uch —_ 7 
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the frighted Amelia began to call aloud for ſome aſ- 
ſiſtance. Upon this, a maid · ſervant came up, Wh 
ſeeing her miſtreſs i in a. violent convullion-fir, preſent- 
ly ſereamed out the was dead, Upon which, one .of 
the other ſex made his appearance; and- who: ſhould. 
this be but the honeſt Serjzant? whoſe countenance 
ſoon made it evident, that though 'a ſoldier, and a 
brave one too, he was not the lealt.concerned of alk 
the company on that occafion. ©” 

The reader, if he hath- been acquainted Alk Wenes 
ok this kind, very well knows that Mrs Bennet, in- 

the uſual time, returned again to the poſſeſſion of her; 
voice; the firſt uſe of which {he made, was to expreſs 
her aſtoniſhment at the preſence of the Serjeant, and,. 

with a frantic air, to:enquire-who-he was. 3 
The maid, concluding that her miltreſs' was not yet 
returned to her ſenſes, anſwered; * Why *tis my ma- 
© ſter, Madam. Heaven preſerve your ſenſes, Madam,. 
| „Lord, Sir, egen muſt be W not to 
„ know you.“ 

What Atkinſon thought at this iuſkant, Iwill not. 
ſay; dut certain it is, ke looked not over wiſe. He 
attempted twice to take hold of Mrs Bennet's hand; 
but ſhe withdrew it haſtily, and preſently after — 

| 


up from her chair, the declared herſelf 
again, and deſired Atkinſon and the maid te ee, 
both of whom preſently obeyed; the Serjeant appear- 
ing, by his. countenance,. to want co rt almoſt as 
much as the lady did to whoſe aſſiſtance he had been. 
ſummoned. 

It is a good maxim to truſt a perſon un or not 
at all: for a ſecret is often innocently blabbed out by 
thoſe who know but half of it. Certain it is that the- 
maid's ſpeech communicated a- ſuſpieion to the mind of 
Amelia, which the behaviour of the Serjeant did not 
tend to remove: what that is, the ſagacious readers. 
may likewiſe probably ſuggeſt to themſelves; if not. 
they muſt wait our time for diſcloſing it. We ſhal E 
now reſume the hiſtory of Mrs Bennet, who. after- 
many apologies, proceeded to the matters in the next 
chapter. 
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e conclujion of Mrs Bennet's biftory. Ages 
HEN I became ſenſible,” cries Mrs Benner, 


# of the injury I had done my huſband, I threw 


: myſelf at his feet, and embracing his knees, while 
* I bathed. them with my tears, I begged a” patient 


bearing, deelaring if he was not ſatisfied with- what 
I ſhould fay, I would become a willing victim of 


his Feſentment. I ſaid, and I fajd truly, that if 
IJ owed my death that inſtant to his hands, I ſhould 
* have-no other terror but of the fatal coneryence 


which it might produce to himſelf. 


He ſeemed a litle pacified, and did me fay what- | 
* ever | pleaſed. 
-.* I then. gave him a faithſul relation of all that had 
happened. He heard me with great attention, 28 
at the coneluſion, cried with a deep ſigh.— 
Molly, I believe it all — Lou muſt have been ve 
i trayed as you tell me; yon could not be guilty of 
5+ ſuch. baſeneſs, ſuch cruelty, ich, ingratitude. He 
4 then it is impoſſible to def | 
he; expreſſed ſuch kindneſs, ſuch tenqerpeſs, ſuch 
concern, for the manner in which he had uſed me 
I cannot dwell on this . ſhall relapſe—Tou ; 
muſt excuſe me. 


Amelia begged her to omit any thing which fo al 


\ feaed her: and ſhe procceded thus: 


My huſband, who was more 8 than [ 
of Mrs Elliſon's guilt, declared he would not ſleep 
that night in her houſe... He then went out to ſee 
for a lodging; he gave me all the money he had, 

and left me to pay her bill, and put up the cloaths, 


2 * — 


_ <<, telling ine, if I had not money enough, I might 


- leave the cloaths as a pledge: but he vowed he 
could not anſwer for himſelf if be ſaw the face. of 
Mrs Elliſon. | 

Words can ſcarce exptelh the ee of that 

* artful woman, it was ſo kind and ſo generous. | She 

* ſaid ſhe did not blame my. buſband's reſentment, 

nor could ſhe expect any other, but that he and all 


2 * ſhould cenſure * de the hated her 
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* houſe almoſt as much as dn and diteſted her 
« couſin, if poſſible, more. In fine, ſhe ſaid, that I 
might leave my cloaths there that evening; but that 
© ſhe would ſend them to us the next morning: that 


« ſhe ſcorned the thought of detaining them; and as 


« for the paultry debt, we might pay her whenever 


we pleaſed: for to do her juſtiee, with all her VICES;. | 


© ſhe hath ſome good in her.“ 
* Some good in her, n * cried: Amelia, with- 
great indignation. 
_ © We were-ſcarce ſettled in our new lodgings,” con- 
tinued Mrs Bennet, when my huſband began to 
complain of a pain in his inſide. He told me he 
*- feared he had done himſelf ſome injury in his rage, 
and had burſt ſomething with him. As to the 
odious I cannot bear the thought, the great {kill ot 
his ſurgeon ſoon entirely cured him; but his othet 
e 3 inſtead of yielding to any application, 
w ſtilt-worſe and worſe, nor ever en till it. 
brought him to his grave. 


wy O, Mrs Booth; could I have 3 certain: that E | 


had occaſioned this, however innocently I had oc-- 
*- caſioned it; I could never have furvived it; but the- 
© ſurgeon, who opened him after his death, aſſured- 


me, that he died of what they called a-polypus in- 


© his heart, and that nothing which had happened 
5 account of me, was in che leaſt e 2224uc of: 
N. 

1 en ne N the affair welpe you. 
© The firſt: complaint I ever heard of the kind, was- 
© within a day or two after we left Mrs Elkſon's; ard: 
this complaint remained tihis death; which might 
© induce him perhaps to attribute his death to another 
* cauſe; but the ſurgeon, who is · a man of the higheſt: 
© eminence, hath always declared the contrary to me, 


with the molt. poſitive certainty ; and this pin 5 


* hath, been my only comfort. 
* When my huſband died, which was about ten- 
* weeks after we quitted Mrs Elliſon's, of whom L 
* had then a different opinion from what I have now, 
* ] was left in the moſt wretched” condition 1 
© nable. I believe, Madam, ſhe ſhewed you my letter; 
5 ' Ihdeed the did every thing for me at that time, 
F£3- which 


— 
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_ +, which I could have expected from the beſt of 


friends. She ſupplied me with money from her 
* own pocket, by which means I was preſerved from 
a dilireſs in which I mult have otherwiſe inevitably a 
periſhed. 
Her kindneß to is dis en A Gireds pre- 
* vailed on me to. return again to her houſe, Why, 
* indeed, ſhould I have refuſed an offer ſo very con- 
venient for me to accept, and which ſeemed fo ge- 
nerous in her to make ! here I lived a very retired 
* life, with my little babe, ſeeing no company but 
Mrs Elliſon herſelf, for a full quarter of a- year: 
At laſt Mrs Elliſon brought me a parchment from 
_ © my Lord, in which he had ſettled upon me, at her 
9 inſtance, as ſhe told me, and as I believe it was, 
* an annuity of one hundred and fifty pound a- year. 
Ibis was, I think, the very firſt time ſhe had men- 
© tioned bis hateful name to me ſince my return to 
* her houſe. And ſhe now prevailed upon me, tho'; 
I affure you, nat without much difficulty, to ſuffer - 
him to execute the deed in my preſence. - F 
] will not defcribe our interview. I am not able 
to deſcribe it, and I have often wondered how I 
found ſpirits to ſupport it. This I will-fay for him; 
© that, if he was N 
* could act the part better. 
SBeſide reſentment, I had anothes motive of my 
bdbackwardneſs to agree to ſuch a meeting; and this 
_ * was fear. I apprehended, and ſurely not without 
«* reaſon, that the annuity was father meant as a bribe - 
than a recompence, and that further deſigns were 
laid againſt my innocence; but in this I found my- 
* felf bappily deceived; for neither then, nor at anx 
time ſince, have I ever had the leaſt ſolicitation of 
5. that kind. Nor, indeed, have I ſeen the leaſt occa- 
.< fion to think my Lord had any fuch deſires.. 
 _ . © Good Heavens ! what are theſe men what is this 
L appetite, which mult have novelty and reſiſtance for 
ĩits provocativea; and. which is delighted with us 
© no longer than while we n be conſidered in the 
flight of enemies!!! 
I é thank you, Madam,” e for 3 a 
« me from my fears on your account; 1 trembled at 


a 
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© the a ol this ſecond acquaintance wine 
« fuch. a man, and in ſuch a-fituation,” 
I affure you, Madam, I was in no Idanger, 250 5 
turned Mrs Bennet: for, beſides that I think I could 
* have pretty well relied on. my own reſolution, have 
heard ſince, at St Edmundſhury, from an intimate 
« acquaintance of my Lord's, who was an entire 

| « ranger to my affairs, that the bigheſt degree of 
inconſtancy is his character; and that few of his 
* numberleſs miſtreſſes have ever received Aa ſecond Z 
« vitit from him. 

Well, Madam,” continued ſhe, © I think I have | 
© little more to trouble you with, unleſs I ſhould re- 
late to you my long ill ſtate of health ; from which 
I am lately, I thank Heaven, 1 or, unleſs 
* I ſhould mention to you the molt grievous accident . 
© that ever befel me, the loſs of my poor dear Charly? 
— Here ſhe made a full ſtop, and Wenn ; 

into her boſom. 

Amelia was filent a few minutes, while ſhe | gave ; 
the lady time to vent her paſſion ; after which, ſhe 
began to pour . forth a valt profuſion of acknowledg- 
ments for the trouble ſhe bad taken in relating her 
biſtory; but chiefly, for the motive which had induced 
ber to it; and for the kind warning which ſhe had 
given her by the little note which Mrs Bennet. had a 
ſent her that morning. g 
Les, Madam, tries Mrs. Re 1 com: 
* vinced, by what I have lately ſeen, that you are the 

- © deſtined ſacrifice to this wicked Lord; and that Mrs 
* Elliſon, whom I no longer doubt to have been the 
inſtrument of my ruin, intended to betray yon in the 
* fame manner. The day I met my Lord in-your - 
apartment, I began to entertain ſome ſuſpicions, and 

II took Mrs Elliſon very roundly to taſk upon them: 
her behaviour, notwithſtanding many afſeverations 

* to the contrary, convinced me I was right; and - 
intended, more than once, to _ ſpeak to you, but 
could not; till laſt night the mention of the maſ- 

< querade determined me to delay it no longer. 1 5 
therefore ſent you that note this morning; and am 
© glad you ſo luckily diſcovered the writer, as it hath 


, * *. nnn of 250 my mind; 12 
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. of honeſtly ſhewing you, how unworthy ] am of your: 


* friend(bip, at the iame tice that I fo cnc d 
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Being the laſt chapter of the: ſeventh book. 


A MELIA did not fail to make proper compli-- 
1 ments to Mrs Bennet, on the conclufion of her 
zeech. in the laſt chapter. She told her, that from 
the fir moment of her acquaintance, ſhe had the 
ſtrongeſt inclination to her friendſhip ; and that her: 
deſires of that kind were much increaſed by bearing. 
her ſtory. Indeed, Madam, ſays ſhe, © you are 
much too ſevere a judge on yourſelf; for they muſt. 
© have very little candour, in my opinion, who look 
upon your caſe with any ſevere eye. To me, I af- 
© ſure you, you appear highly the object of compaſs 
© ſion; and I ſhall always eſteem you, as an innocent 
and an unfortunate woman 
Amelia would then have taken ber leave; but Mrs. 
3 Bennet ſo ſtrongly preſſed her to ftay te breakfalt, that 
at length ſhe complied: indeed; ſhe had faſted ſo 
long; and her gentle ſpirits had been ſo agitated with 
'/  Vatiety of paſſions, that nature very ſtrongly ſeconded. 
MEBendere motion” © oo 
Whilſt the maid was preparing the tea-equipage; 
Amelia, with a little flynefs in l 28 
Mrs Bennet, if Serjeait Aitkinfon did not lodge in 
the ſame houſe with her. The other reddened ſo ex- 
tremely at the queſtion, repeated the Serjeant's name 
with ſuch hefitation, and behaved fo aukwardly, that 
melia wanted no further confirmation of her ſuſpi- 
ions. She would not, however, declare them abruptly 
to the other ; but began a diſſertation on the ſerjeant's 


o 
* 
* 


_, virtues: and after obſerving the great concern which 
he had manifeſted, when Mrs Bennet was in her fit, 
concluded with faying, ſhe believed the ſerjeant would 


make the beſt huſband in the world: for that he had 
preat tenderneſs of heart; and a gentlenefs of manners 
Bot often to be found in any man, and much ſeldomer 
in perſons of his rank. * To 


And why not in his rank!“ ſaid Mrs Bennet. 
. VVV 
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Indeed, Mrs Booth, we rob the lower order of man- 
« kind of their due. I do not deny the force and power 
of education; but when we conſider how very inju- 
« dicious is the education-of the better fort in general, 
how little they are inſtructed in the practice of vir- 
tue, we' ſhall- not expect to find the heart much im- 
proved by it. And even as to the head, how very 
_ « ſlightly do we commonly find it improved, hy what. 
< is called a pus education! I have myſelf, I think, 
ſeen inſtances. of as great goodneſs; and as great 
« underſtanding too, —__ the lower ſort of people, 
as among the higher.. Let us compare your ſerjeant 
now with the lord who: hath been the ſubje& of 
converſation; on which fide. would an AO 
judge decide The t balance to incline? _ | 

+ How monſtrous then, cries Amelia, is the opi- 
nion of thoſe, who conſider our matching-ourſelves 
« the leaſt balow. vs in degree, 85 a Lin comatui- 
© nation? | 


A moſt abſurd: and prepoſterous. ſentiment,” an. 
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ſores Mrs Bennet warmly, how abhorrent from ; ic 


« juſtice, from common ſenſe, and from humanity 
but how extremely incongruous with a religion, 


Which profeſſes to know no difference of degree, 


© but ranks all mankind on the footing of brethren 1 - 


Of all kinds of pride, there ĩs none 10 unchriſtian as 

that of ſtation; in reality, there is none ſo contemp- 

« tible;, Contempt, indeed, may be ſaid to be its 

« own object: for my own part, I know none fo de- 
« ſpicable as thoſe who deſpiſe others. 5 


I do aſſure you, ſaid Amelia, you ſpeak my 


* own ſentiments. I give you my word, I ſhould not 
de aſhamed of being the wife of an boneſt man in 
© any ſtation.— Nor, if 1 had been much higher th 
« I was, ſhould I have thought myſelf ede * 
calling our honeſt ſerjeant my huſband.” | 

« Since you have made this declaration,” cries Mrs 
Bennet, I am fare you will not be offended: at a 48 
* cret I am going to mention to ul. — 


Indeed, my dear,” anſwered Amelia mines 
vonder rather you have concealed it fo long ; 3 eſpe⸗ 


« cially after the many hints I have given you.. 
© Nay, pardon me, Madam, replied the other, - 1 * 
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* e e IE RES ſuch hints; b -yot 
1 do not even gueſs what i am going to ſay. My 
e ſecxet is this; chat no woman ever had ſo lincere, 
IPA © ſo paſlonate leer, a. fen n 


$ [a Jover-in the ſerjeant | Ir cries Amelia, alittle- : 
1 kuhn patience, anſwered the other jus 18 | 
„ you, dear. As much ſurpriſed as you appear, 1 
tell you no more than the rene and ver it ie a — 


« with. ſo — humour; — 1 will — 
* confeſs to you—Bur what need have 1 to confeſs, 
hat I know you gueſs. already ?—Tell we now fine: 
6 cerely, don't you gueſs? 
I ůgueſs, indeed, and hope,” faid-ſhe, * that bes 
"oy your huſband.” ; 
cad He is, indeed, my huſband,” niece ei and 
+ I am moſt happy in your approbation. In honeſt. 
truth, you ought to approve my choice; ſince you. 
vas every way the occaſion of my making it. What 
you ſaid of him, very greatly recommended him to. 
my opinion; but he endeared himſelf to me moſt, 
« by what he ſaid of you. In ſhort, 1 have diſco- 
LvL * vered, that be hath always loved you, with ſuch a. 
faithful, honeſt, noble, generous paſſion, that | was 
5 conſequently convinced his mind muſt poſſeſs all the 
ingredients of fuch a paſſion; and what - are theſe, 
& but true honour, goodneſs, modeſty, bravery, ten- 
« derneſs, and, in a word, every human virtue.—For- 
give me, my dear; but I was uneaſy till L became 
1 wmyſelf the object ot ſuch a paſſion . 
And do you really think,” ſaid Amelia ſmiling, 
| s that I ſhall forgive you robbing'me of ſuch a lover! 
Por» ſuppoſing what you banter me with was true, 
Ado you really agi you could _— fuch a 
on 0” = 
No, my ans anſwered the other, I only hope 
* 4 — changed the object: for be aſſured, there is 
no greater vulgar error, than that it is impoſſible 
s — — loves one woman, ever to love an- 
other: on the contrary, it i certain, that à man 
» who can love one woman ſo well at a diſtance, N 
6% love 


one 
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« lone znatierhetger has is Wa hin: ed „ 


4 Lhave heard one of the beſt huſbands in the worlt * 


declare, in the preſence of his wife, that he had al- 


ways loved à princeſs with adoration, Theſe paſ- 


+ fjons, which reſide only in very amorous and very 
delicate minds, feed dy on the delicacies there 


„growing; and leave all the ſubſtantial food, and 


enough of the delicacy too, for the wife. _ * 


The tea being now ready, Mrs Bennet, r if you 
-pleaſe, for the future, Mrs Atkinſon, propoſed to call 


. but Amelia objected. She ſaid, the 


ſhould be glad to ſee him any other time; but was 
then in the utmoſt hurry, as ſhe had been three hours 
abſent from all ſhe moſt loved. However, the had 
ſcarce drank a diſh of tea before ſhe changed ber 
mind; and ſaying, ſhe would not part e wife, 
deſired Mr Atkinſon t appear. 

The mad -anſwered, rr 
home; which words ſhe had ſcarce ſpoken, when he 
knocked haſtily at the door; and immediately came 

r ee room, all pale and breathleſs; and 

ng himſelf to Amelia, cried out, I am ſorry, 

my dear lady, to bring you ill news; but Captain 
„Booth — What! what? cries Amelia, dropping 
the tea- cup from her hand, * is any thing the matter 


with him .— Don't be frightened, my dear lady,” 


faid the Serjeant— He is in very good health; but a 
'* misfortune hath happened. ; Are my children 
well?“ ſaid Amelia. O, very well, anſwered the 
Serjeant.— Pray, Madam, don't be frightened; I hope 
it will ſignify nothing—he is arreſted—but I hope 


to get him out of their damned hands immediately, 


Where is he, cries Amelia, I will go to him this 
< inſtant? © He begs you will not,” anſwered- the Ser- 
jeant. I have ſent his lawyer to him, and am going 
back with Mrs Elliſon this moment; but- 1. beg 


* your ladyſhip, for his ſake, and for your own ſake, 


not to go.“ Mrs Ellifon! what is Mrs Elliſon 
© todo? cries Amelia. — I muſt and will go.“ Mrs 
Atkinſon then interpoſed, and begged that ſhe would 
not hurry her ſpirits; but compoſe herſelf, and 
home to her children whither ſhe would attend her. 
She comforted her with the thoughts, that the Cap- 
| tain 
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-m* tain was in no immediate danger, that ſhe could go to 


kim when ſhe would ; and defired her to let the Ser- 
jeant return with Mrs Elliſon; ſaying, ſhe might be 
of ſervice; and that there was much wiſdom, and no 


kind of ſhame, in . uſe of bad N on certain E 
occaſions. 


And who? cries Amelia, a Little come to herſelf 
hath done this barbarous action! 
One I am aſhamed to name,”: cries the Se jeant; 
© indeed, I had always a very different opinion of him; 
could not have believed any thing but my own 
© ears and eyes; but Dr Harrifon is the man who 
« bath done the deed.” | 

Dr Harriſon!” cries Amelia. Well Sen, there 
| © is an end of all goodneſs in the world. 1 will never 
© have a good opinion of any human being more. 

The Serjeant begged that he might not be detained 
from the Captain; and that if Amelia pleaſed to go 
hore, he would wait upon her. But ſhe did not 
chuſe to ſee Mrs Elliſon at this time; and after a little 
conſideration, ſhe refolved to ſtay where ſhe was; and 
Mrs Atkinſon agreed to go and fetch her children to 
her, it being not many doors diſtant. 

The Serjeant then departed; Amelia, in her confu- 
* never having once thought of wiſhing him joy 
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